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Ugar Mr. Simmon:

Since the earls 19662, more than four miliion indigsnous Peokle
Mawve beev Killed a2 both combatants  and 32 non-combatints  in
conflichs with nation-sztates., The FeobPle of Eazst Timor, the Pifil
of €1 Salvador, Maga in Indiz: Harrakh  and  Owimboncy  iv Mamibia.
Yanmanoms  in Brazil, the iskitos Sumy and  Rama  nabions in
Micaragua, and the Bontoo and Kalinds in the Philifines are among
the many FeoPies who are tarlsted by gxpansionist svite Sovernments
or warioud anti-govervment  repel  foroes, {ffane  more indidenous
Feokle are desad and thelir societies: under shress duge to shtate
Promofted economie and  social Policies. Mot &ince the era  of
chrigtian curoPean colonial exPansion in the fiftesnth century have
Cindigenous FeoPles been 50 directly tirested by state sovernments.

Az 4 mamber of tie Cowiitz Tribes former skecisl assistant to the
Fresident of the World Council of Indizencus FPeoPles and former
Depute Direchor of the Mationsal Congress of  Fmerican Indians, 1
Mave aince 1963 been actively irnvolved in U.%. domestic and
intkernational indifenous at'fairs. Mans tribal legaders in the U5,
andd An otker courdrigs nave aftresd Wwith me that the situation of
indigsnous Peokles 18 9rim desPite the orfanizational efforts aimed
at protecting indisencous Feofles. A new and more direct effort  is
redired b increase the CaFacity of incisenous Peokles o defend
themzgives and their ndtional ferritorigés. FAn indigenous PeoPles”
"phink-tank” which zerves 23 an indormation source aod refleckts the
indigenoue PerzPective iz desPeraibely  needed, Aocordingld, with
zome 0f md collessues 1w the U.E. and in obbher countries I am
founding the Centesr for bHorid Indigencous Studies.

Jog Esan, Director of the AFSC Indiazn Prosram in Seabtle, sudSested
that I contact gou on Lhe Possibilitg sou mayw be williny to help
raize funds Lo suPPort the Cenber dnd its Prodected activities. I
have enclosed 4 Devter Frospectus {for sollr  sxamination ancd

Aeche Pfbsonsideration.

:777~’5ﬁ7§%2e Muxalk Mation in Canada and the Guinault Mation in the United -~
states are considering Qranting some funds Lo bie  Cenber. I am
Prefaring Profosals to the Ford Foundation and the Worild Council of
Churches Progvam to Dombat Bacism in hobPes of sscourind suPport  for
the Center. Before dear’s end, we are horing the Cenbter will Have
been able Lo gecure 3 base soPfort of about F2E8.880 CUS).  Such oa
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CEMTER FOR WORLD IMDISGEMNOUS STUDIES

aum wWwill Permit e Cenbter to begin eIE arﬁh gducational efforts
sufficient to make an imPoribant 1umP€ during its first wear.

e are in the Process of establishing cooPerative linkases with the
Institute for Policy Stuwdiss and the  Institubte o Food FPolics,
national  and  internstional  dindidendus ordanizations ane] ke
international non—9overamental orSanizations to facilitate wider
consgidgration of Center zenerabted ideas and concelts,

We in the indifenous world have lond  souaht  the oPportinits  to
tormalize our  contribution o human thousht  and  Parbicularly
formnalize coliasborative efforts for the develobment of ideas  3znd
infarmation betueen  indifenous  nabions. Suely contributions to
Fuman Lhouwsht and to our own communities has lomwd besn delived.

The Center is  establizshed 1o dewvelor irnformation frcim the
indigenos Persbkeéctive, Information 1z Eower| For indiYenous
Feokles, access to ivtormation has been 311i8ht and often dictated
Bw Lhe 5tandard< and Perapectives of sitate ideclosisse and weshern
thowsht. This realitys has often Firohibited the suecessful  defense
of indidenous nationsl and territorisl interests, The Ceriter will
chanee thiz situation.
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I understand «ou wiil soon be teaveling oo ch Aramua, It is my hHobe
don will consider Our redusst before vou Teave., 1 will wcall 4ou
betore dou derart. Thank Zou fFor woue :on;1aerat1ann

Sincers repards,
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