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~ May Embarrass '

_Reagan, Falwell

Gen. Efrzi;; éllos nl\;(:&t;t i!'the nellfw
- sirongman uate a self-
proclaimed born- again Christian. As
such, he has heen embraced with
-some fervor by President
- and the Rev. Jerry Falwell.

- But I'd suggest they not hug Rzos

_ Montt too. tightly. Sooner or later,

- he's going to pyovq an embmaas»
ment,

The Whlte HO!IIO waloomes Rms
Montt es a staunch anti-communist
in volatile Central America. The ad-
- minigtration hopes to persuade Con.

gress that his regime’s human-rights

-regord ia good enough to qualify it -
fo:i American military and eoonom!c

As for Falwell, the Moral Mqlonty

' evangelist feols a “spiritual umity”

with Rics Montt because of their -
ﬁed fundamantahat rehglous be-
ofs.

Though Falwel] and Rios Montt .
apparently have never met, Falwell
and other fundamentalist Christians,
including William Middendorf; am-
bassador to the Orgamzat:on of
American States, sat down to dinner.
with repreaantatives of the Guate-

malan regnne recently in Waahmg
ton. .

Tm told that Falwell is secro

in this country.

Buthe:emsaﬁefactsthatboth'
Reaganandli‘alwell geem wﬂlmgto”'

overlook.
Since Rms Montt selzed power on
March- 23, the constitution has.been

, suspended 324 elected mayors have
[been cashiered and replaced by the
. general’s

‘toadies, ;. and a state of
siege” has heen declared. :

“mal charges and keep them incom-
municado and fo enter homes with-

_out search warrants. Prisoners gen-
“tenced to death no lungar,have the
right of appeal.
Deapataallﬂua,ﬂwReaganad--
. mmiatratmn ‘has praduced a six-page -
“fact sheet” that claims Rios Montt
the human-rights sit-

has impr
vation in Gummala. Essentially, the

s arguing that it's all

relative: Rios Montt’s record is bet-
ter than his predecessors’. .

" Human-rights: watchdog . groups
and congressional staff members

‘who Have visited Guatemals sinee
" Rios Montt's coup disagree with the

State ~ Department’s conclusions.
They say the slaughter of the inno-

centshasmcreasedsmceRmsMomt

took over,

. Indeed, a Guatamalan exilé, Julia -

tly Esquwel, told myassoclateJohn Dit- .

planning a spemal relief project for . '
uatsmala, using money collected
. from various - fundamentalist groups -

lon that the situation has grown “a-.

thousand- tires worss” mherbome

landunderRmsMontt. SN
‘Though urban violence has de

clined, ahesa;d persecutmnofsus— L
trymdehasincromddramaucdly
Esquivel, the vice president of t.hq

Committee for Peace and Justice, a‘jr.t""

- human-rights -group outlewed in -
- Guatemala, ‘accused Rios Montt of .
foonductmg a campaign of genocide
. against the country’s Tural Indlanr -

The military now has the right to*_.:mpwﬂ“m

arrest suspected leftists without for- { out because the gove ot

_suspects the Indians - pmvu;le “the ,
- guerrillas with- mcmlts. refuge and
-ﬁl.lppheﬂ e

Villages and families have heen < -

“Rios Mdntt uses’ the Bxble, he

“speaks of love and fidelity,” Eaquivel V

smd,“yetoutofthasamemouthhe

- -ordes the massacres.” C o
Footnote: The State Depamnent B
.mmatathatthsincressemmmlw :

clence in Guatemala “appears, when

identifiable, to be largely the respon- . |
sibility of the [leftist] guerrillas,” ac- =

cording to t.he Foggy Bottom fact. '

-gheet. -

The State Departmth ent al&t; pofilnts -
encouragingly to the fact that Rios
Montt has brought a number of for- .
mer government officials to trial on’
corruption charges, and has report-
edly improved relations between the

government . and the Ca,t_hohc

Church. , TR P
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COLUMBUS

oo

, ecently, the Japanese got

themselves tn a wee bit of trouble
by dssuing some history texthooks that
did not conform to the facts, The books -
glodsed over Japan’s brutal invasion of
China and the inhumane way it treated
the civilian population. China yelled
‘bloody murder and Japan had to back
down. It forgot that winners, not losers,
write h:sbory

Nowhere is that clearer than in our -
celebration of Columbus Day, named for
the man who neither discovered America
nor gave it its name, and whose feat was
not just the inevitable result of foresight
and courage, but of advancements in
ngvigation and ship building. What
Columbus did, others would soon have
done anyway.

But if Columbus is to be remembered,
then it ought to be not only tor
acsidentally discovering the New World,
but also for enslaying and murdering the

" Arawak Indians he met there. The
Arawaks were unfortunate to have fived
on the West Indian and Bahamian
Islands, one of which, San ba]\ddor, was

" the landtall sighted on the morning of

Oct. 12, '

On the island of Hispaniola, which now
consists of Haiti and the Dominican

Republic, Columbus set about enslaving:

the Arawaks and killing off any who put-

up the slightest protest. He sent some of -

them back to Spain as slaves (“Let us in
the name of the Holy Trinity go on
sem!mg all the slaves thai ean be sold,” he
qute) and kept the others on the asland
ta ﬁlg tor the gold that was not there..

he story of Columbub .and the.

¥ Indians is an awful one. By the time

Cpkjmhus finished with the Indians,
th&re were simply none of them left. In
eight 'years, or by the: 'year 1500, half of
-tHe 260,600 Indians on the island had -
e@ﬁer been murdered by the ‘ipamsh
“upder Columbus or had killed =~
~thamselves out. of desperation. Over on -
Cuba, the Indians were undergumg a
similar fate. A young Spanish prieat,

-hperitied at what he was seeing, wrote - - - |

‘thiat in three months alone, 7,000
(__b%dlen dicd. As for Hnspa,mold, the

TUE WASHINGTON POST

:Tuesday, October 12, 1982

+This is ot history as 1 lesrned it.
Instead, T was taught about a Columbus
who was a man ahead of his time. He

‘was brave. He was pious. He thought the.
world was round while others thought it.

wag flat. He did not mess in slavery and ~

-genocide and he was not in the
-exploration biz for the bucks hut so that *
" people would someday gather around his.

statue, name avenues and cities after
him (the District of Columbia, for
mstance) and hold parades in his honor.

ks to him, this is one parade the '

Arawaks will miss,
The other side of Columbus is briefly

“ sketched in Howard Zinn’s “A People’s

History of the United States.” Zinnis a -
radical historian and he has an

~ interesting (although much-eriticized)
- way of looking at history, He likes to

turn over the rock of hero-wershlp and

- eXpose the gunk that lies beneath—to

n} the “people’s” view of history. In the
of Columbus, it is slavery and

' gépﬁc;de Columbus might be a hero o,
_ us,.but he was niothing but a killer to the

Arawaks who, after all, had already
“discovered” thejr island. Even

~Cofumbus’ admiring biographer, Samuel .=
Ehot Morison, holds him accountable for |

the ext.mctmn of the Arawaks.

, Z inn's portrait of Columbus does ;

nothing to diminish Columbys’
standing as a mariner or as an explorer,
But it is interesting to look at history
from another perspective, to see it, say,
from the viewpoint of the Arawaks, and
to thus question our notions of h_erm,am.

Nations seem to have a fundamental . -

need to clean up their history. I this -
way, they cast themselves as heroes,
make themselves seem hetter than they
really are, and inevitably repeat the
mistakes they made before. The
Japanese tried it: and failed, but there is
no doubt they will eventually succeed

and then the lessons of their own history

will be lost on them. The Soviets do it
all the time and so, for that matter, do
we. At the moment, for mstance, we are
revising our history of the Vietnam war,
the prerequnslte for waging a similar.war
gome time in the future,

Back to Columbus, It is-his time of
the year and no newspaper column could
possibly deprive him of bis annual
spotlight. But we would be better off as
a nation if we extolled him for the good
things he did, condemned him for the
bad and Ieamed s he should have,

- from his mistakes;

Happy Arawak Day.
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- Guatemalan Massacres Charged

Amnast*y Intomaiwnal Blames Mili ary in Report Dtsputed by U.S. Ofﬁ,cml

By Terri Shaw

Washinglon Post Foteign Service

. The military government. of Guate-

mala, hailed by the Reagan adminisira-
tion when it took. power seven months
ago as a hope for an end to political kill-
ings in the Central American country,
hag suftered two new blows to its fading
prestige.

" The London-based  human-rights
group Amnesty International yesterday
made public a statemenl saying govern-
ment forces havé "massacred more than
2,600 Indians and- peasants in a new
launched
after Gen. Efrain Rios Montt came to
power in March.” _

The statement was issued as the lead-
ers of two Guatemalan parties that had
supported the coup that brought Rios
Montt to power were in Washington to
publicize their disillusionment with his
government and their demand that the
military hegin the process of handing
aver power to an elected civilian govern-
ment.

The issues of humai rights and dem-
octatic rule are crucial to efforls by ad-
ministration otficials to obtain military
aid for Guatemala. Military aid was sus-
pended in 1977 following charges that
the Guatemalan government was in-

~olved in widespread killing and torture -

of its opponents.

Since then Congress has watched Gua-
temala's human-rights record closely, and
ne further military aid has been appro-
priated.

Phe House Foreign Affairs Commiitee
hasiappmvcd $250,000 for military train-
ng; but. the bill hda not yet passed. ‘The

administration has also expressed a de- .

sire to sell Guatemala between $3.5 mil-

lion and $4 ‘million- in spare parts for .-

planes and helicopters. But sources on
Capitol Hill said-the proposed aid has
failed to receive-the hacking of the House
Foreign Affairs Committee as required
under an informal agresment between
-the administration and the committee,

Meanwhile, the administration-has de--
cided not to block international hank
loans to Guatemala on  human-rights
grounds as had been_done in the past,
State Department sources said. The ol-
ficials said the Joans would be considered
o a “case-by-case” basis on their eco-
nomic merits and would not be gpposed
“automatically.™ An otficial caid, however,
that the new policy has not. yét been im-
plemented in actual voles.

The Treasury Department, in a’ letter
to the House subcommitiee on interna-
tional development institutions, said- the

administration- -is considering the. new .
voting palicy because of- “indications of -

lmpruvementb in the human-rights alt-
uation in Guatemala :

- The Reagan administration,- which
would like to see a strong Guatemalan
military to counter what it describes as

* Cuban and Soviet intervention in Central -
America, in many cases has supported..
the Guatemalan govermnents contention -

that massacres of peasants in the north-
ern part. of the country have been com-
mitted by leftist guerrillas.

Amnesty International and other hu-

man-rights groups say that the Guate-

malan armed forces are responsible for
most of the killings of unarmed cwlllans
in the countryside.

In an unusual high-level response 1o
Amnesty International’s charges, Thomas:_-
0. Enders, assistant secretary of state for

inter-American affairs, sent. a four-page
letter last month contesting a report on
Guatemala by the human-rights group.
The Amnesty report accused the Gua-
temalan armed forces of “widespread kill-
ings, including the extrajudicial execution
of large numbers of rural noncombatants,
including entire families, as well as per-
sons suspected of sympathy with violent
or nonviolent opposition groups.” -
Amnesty: International’s veport listed
112 incidents between March and July in
which -men, women and children were

-murdered in rural areas. The number

_reported killed in each incident ranged
from one or two to as many as 100.
Enders said in his letter that the U.S,
Kinbassy in Guatemala had been unable
to corroborate many of the incidents
listed by Amnesty and had differing in-
formation about other incidents. In seven
specific incidents listed by Enders, he

-said the embassy findings: supported the

‘governmept  contention that guerrillas
were responsible for the killings.

The letter said two State Department
officials vigited the village of Salacuin in
Alta Verapaz (Province -about three
months after a reported massacre, and
“confirmed the embassy aceount” that
“guerrillas killed 26 people, including s

- mother nursing her infant.”

Enders also said he assumed that
many of the incidents listed by Amnesty
International had been reported by

groups he described as “closely aligned

‘with, if not largely under the influence of,
the guerrilla groups attempting to over-
throw the Guatemalan government.”

Larry Cox, a spokesman for Amnesty
International, said the group’s research-
ers obtained fjrst—hand information from

a “full range” of sources, including wmis-
sionaries, medical personnel and anthro-

pologists living in Gudtemala, defectors :

from the military and “numerous” sur-

“vivors of the reported attacks, =~

Amnesty International’s office in Lon-

don, in-a statement referring to Enders’ .

charge that the human- rights group took
;nnformatlon from organizations linked to

- reached

~the gueryillas, said: “Amneqty Interna— :
tional does not regard the political views.
of any source, or the fact that a source
may be. considered suspect by anather-

" party to the conflict, as reason for reﬁla-"
';ng to cohsider testimony.” - ¢

“The last official Anmeqty Internatmnal

mission to Guatemala was in September
1979, Cox said yesterday's update on the
“massacres was released in"connection
“with the orgammtmns annual “Prisoner .
- of Conscience Week." R R

- Amnesty’s  July repnrt emp‘naaued '
“that all peasant eyewitnesses -who_have
“comparative . safety abroad”- |
“have blamed . the armed forces, rather |
than the guernllas, for the massacres 1
B they saw. '

Meanwhile,” Vinicio Cerezn, secretary'
general of the Guatemalan Christian

Demuocratic Parly, and Renan Quinonez,

secretary general of the National Reno-
vating Party, met last week with Craig

Johnstone, director of the State Depart- "

nment’s Oihce of Central American Af-
fairs, to discuss the .demand by four
major political parties that the military

hand over power to a “democratic “and |
‘pluralist” civilian government,

The two moderate parties have made
common cause with two right-wing par:
ties in demanding a “return to constitu-
tionality” and refusing to participate in
the newly tormed Council of Sfate, a ci-

vilian advisory hoard, Leaders of the four !

parties have signed a document urging
political freedom, “free and clean elec-
tions” and the “eradication of violence

and al_l types. of [paramilitarv] armed_,

groups.’

“Democratic Commitment” statement are

the National Liberation Movement and

the National Authentic Central.
The government responded to the par-
ties’ refusal to participate by decreeing

censorship over all reporting of political -

activity in addition to the censorship al-
ready in’ effect restricting” reporting on
the war -against the guerrillas to official
military’ commumquea

.. Cerezo said in an interview that he |
had et with the Inter- American Humdn '

Rights Commission during its_ visit to

Guatemala last month and given testimo-

ny ‘that. kidnapings-and killings of polit-

ical figures appeared to have resumed

recently ‘after- stopping durmg t.he tll‘St

~ months of the new government. -

Guatemalan Ambassador Jose Zelaya
Coronado denjed the latest charges by

Amnesty International, saying' soldiers-

have “very precise inatructions from the
chief of staff to respect civilians, ‘

Special correspondent Johhﬁ 'Dmges.

contributed to-this repart

All four'part:es had suppnrted Rms: :
Montt when he first came to. power. The' |
two right-wing parties, that signed the:






