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Four letters which symbolize the political, économic

and social struggies of 47 million peoiﬂe. & :
DS weif %/l

WCIP....the World Council of Indigenoﬁs Peoples....

an organization dedicated to promoting and maintaining

the rights and possessions of indigenous peop1es<§§)

throughout the global community. @8-C pﬁ‘:gg?) s~ Fotess

== +Y/ﬁ(f{

The world is a place of mnense diversity and variety. (ffgec, Fo* ta, 5@)
From one smalT par‘ce? of 1and to the next, @

distinct peoples have 1lived for centuries as

Ay _
' neighbprs.&.with different cultures, languages,

&)

values'and religions. Yet, within this diversity

is a powerfu] thread.....that binds all peoples

~ (MUSIC fades)

There are those who say that this common humanity

is a justification for destroying human diversity

that we should create one set of standards for all. @
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But there are those who have long resisted such ideas.@f

For many Centuries, indigenous peoples have attempted
to save their cultures and preserve separate identities

against incredible odds. /@

400 years ago, when European explorers first set foot
on the American continents, they dis;over‘ed that many

different groups of people were already there.@

A]thougé some would have us believe that these

continents ha@become cultural MELTING POTS.;@‘

the descendents of those original inhabitants are
still trying to maintain their distinct cultures

and Vtr]'bal societies. @

TODAY, indigenous pop-u'lationsjthroughout the world
are surrounded and dominated by powers who seek
to destroy their ways of life and cultural heritages

®

through social, economic and political~assimilationist

policies. (PAME‘?’D !

In vil]ages@n reservations and reserves@n‘d in remote
corners of*many counigies...._..indigenous peoples

have endured. From Northern Scandinavia to:-':Austi'a'Ii a@

from Cafrfdda to the South Pacific.@.from Mexico and Chile
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to Northern Spain, the Middle East and Africaj@tWS

The human right of self determination is facing stronger
threats as industrial powers seek new sources of

natural resource wea'lth.{-=;>§>.The original inhabitants

of many countries are now joining together to préé‘s

their cause in the United Nations and the international
. cominunity.@ -

In October, 1975, 250 delegates and observers from within
nineteen countries officially chartered the WORLD

COUNCIL OF INDIGENOUS PEQPLES. in Port Alberni, Canada.‘@

-\\

George Manue], a Shu#wap tmba'l member from Bmtmsh Columbia,
‘.‘r%w-‘j‘ f«“‘\.‘ £ ’1 ," e {jf: : ?L{?

Canada, 1is the pres1dent of the W For George Manuel,

the WCIP is the culrmnatwn of a vision which began in 1971.

Traveliing as a reprea}entatwe from the National Indian

Vool dhon ol

Brotherhood of Canada, Gﬁ saw many similarities between

the struggles gmdlgenous groups 1n New Zealand, Australia

and the South Pacific wiffi those of his own tmbe@l

became determihed to estab]ish an internati ona1 voice to

protect the rights of tribal societies and promote

~their own political 1deo'|ogy@$1nce that time, George N‘anue1

has travelled throughout the world.
& Yol

At CUZCO, Peru in March, 1980,  told representatives
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from South American Indian communities..fﬁZZ)

"We have our own_phi]osophy as Indian people. ‘he have
our own ideology. The World Council of Indigenous
Peoples does not want to side with any of the established
political gfoups, whether fhey be on the left, the right

or in the center. The World Council of Indigenous Peoples

is developing its own indigenous phi]osbphy.“li)< }

" In essence, the WCIP is one organizatidn composed of many

organizations. Its members consist of représentatives

from principle intertribal organizations in many countries.xz::)
such as the National Congress of American Indians in the U.S.
-...the Nordic Sami Council in Scandinavia..... and the

National Aboriginal Conference in Austra]ia.tfig) '

The WCIP has developed its own meaning for the term indigenous.
According to the WCIP Chgrter...@ | )

"the term indigenous refers to beopfe living in'countries which
have populations composed of differing ethnic or racial groups
who are descendents of the earliest populatdons living in the
area and who do not, as a group, control the natidna] government

of the countries in which they live,"

) S
This definition is used as the basis for membership in the wCIPffsg) o

Since 1975, the WCIP has organized itself ing five regions:

the South Pacific..;,.50uth America.,..Central America.....
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North America..... and the Circum Polar Region.....

including Samiland in Northern Scanﬁinavia and Greenland. égq

Much of the World Council's recent efforts have been focused
on South America and Central America ...... where indigenous

popu]ations have suffe?ed extreme forms of genocide and ethnocide

_ during recent years. @

The struggle to maintain indi enous'cu1tura§d political
identiti’es.@and the rig@f self—&etermination have been
broughtfbefore the Unifed Nations and the international
communfty by the WCIka Leaders of the WCIP hope to protect

indigenous rights within the frémework of international law.

The message of the WCIP is simp1ef<§5 _

Indigenous peoples should be able to decide for themselves
whether they wish to be absorbed into surrouhdﬁng societies
or whether they wish to preserve and maintain their ethnic,

cultural, political and economic identities separate from...ggj

or in association with.,..surrounding political states.

The struggle of indigenous peoples to survive in the modern

world-has become a political battle.

The WCIP hopes to build a strong sense of unity amon p
P ' I s pilvch iy Cinavge.

these diverse grouﬁs so they can retain the way of life xhaxxnhﬁmx'x
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The primary function of the WCIP has been to bring these diverse peoples
together to discuss their mutual concerns-and advance the -

interests of indigenous peoples in the global community. [::)

Every two to three years, the WCIP general membership meets.\ r$f

“In 1977, a second General Assembly was held in Samiland, Kiruna, Sweden.

..... a Third General Assembly is to be held in Canberra,'Austra1ia

in the spring of 1981.f§§>

In additjdh; WCIP Executive Council meetingﬁ*have been held in many

countries over the past few years.(j%he meetings, somposed of

delegates from each of the five regioazgzgave been hosted

in Panama, Switzerland, Guyana, Argentina, the United States,

qjénada, Peru, Sweden and Greenland. (::::) u M LY

In 1979, the World Council of Indigenous Peop]é% was

granted "consultative status in roster capacity" by
the United Nations Economic and Social Council. The
WCIP has submitted numerous recommendations to

appropriate UN organizations on matters ré]ating

to indigenous peop]es.'Tiiz) G 7)-1;)

The Secretariat of the WCIP is directed by Marie

Smallface Marule, a B]ackfoot tribal member, in

"Lethbridge, Canada.....
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Marie Marule is the chief administrator of the WCIP.®

She has travelled extensively to carry out the work®

of uniting indigenous peoples. /@,

In order to gainé better insight into how the WCIP
is organized,' a quic’k review of the 1980 Executive

Council meetings in Peru and Greenland whould be he'ipfu'l.@

At the meetings in Peru, representatives from many

countries assembled to discusé priorities of the WCIP

for the coming years. @

There was a delegation from Samiland in Northern Scandinavia@
There were representatives frofn Central ,America..5§>.

and Mexicb... @

as well as speakers_from a number of South American

Indian comunitie*_@..including the two largest triba'lr
populations--the Mapuchgs and _Quechuas.@

There was a delegation from the United States. Z/:P,gt//! S:'f) &

N

The Tocation of the meetmgs was appropriately in the

midst of W%& the ancient Inca Emp1re @.@74“ SE)

high in the Andes Mountains of Peru’

Those who attended the WCIP activities had a rare opportuni:ty@
to observe the rich diversity of South American native peop]es@
There were parades, dancing and many speeches proclaimirng the

need for indigenous so]idari‘ty. @
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The @dgglfr Indio Sud America....or the Indian Council
of South ‘America...was officially organized as South America‘s

first formal indigenous organization.fg)

Nilo Cayuqueo, a Mapuche tribal Teader from Argentina and
principle organizer of the South American regional conference,

joined in a tree-planting ceremony in honor of the

conferehce. {g)

Each delegate was asked to particpate by throwing soil

on the roots....showing their solidarity and common

interest.

F

At Nuuk)GreenTand in June, 1980, the WCIP Executive Council
showed its support of - the Inu1t Circumpolar Conference(i§)a
gathering of Inuit peoples from the United States, Canada and

Greenland.

Hans-Pavia Rosinéég)an Inuit from Nuuk and Executive Council
member from the Circumpolar region, notified the WCIP that he
would be replaced by a representative from the Samis of Northern

Scandinavia.

Other Executive Council Members inc]ude42§b
Armondo Rojag'gmith, a Mosquito Indian from Nicaragua.@i)

Ramiro Renaga, a Quechua from Bo]iviafﬁg)
Joe DelaCruz, of the Quinault Nation in the United States.
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... .SHOWN WITH Marie Maruleco. Peru QO
Reg Birch, an Aborigine from Australia
and Harry W. Daniels of Canada. Cg;)

\ .

Ralph Eluska, alk w4 ,;fnw/g/&e?/ﬁp

served as chairman of the Greenland Executive Council
meeting at the request of President George Manuel who
was unable to attend. |

_Egb )
At the meeting, plans for major WCIP eventsiin:coming
years were discussed. |
A Pacific Regional Conferenceljon New Approéches
to Energy and Technology Exchange is p]anned for
1981’1n Seattle, U.S.A.Qg’The event is co-sponsored

by the WCIP, the UN Development Program and the International
Division of the YMCA.'CM.-M <D @

Doug Sanders, legal advisor for the WCIP, is the principle
organizer of a WCIP Conference on Indigenoutiﬁ??éhts.@p]anned
for June, 1982 in Vancouver, Canada.(f£f¢ugc3>

A Western Hemisphere Conference on Indigenous Economic

Self-Determination is also planned for 1982. ’Tég)

The WCIP is organized to achieve specific political, economic
and social goa1§ﬁg>To accomplish its goals, the WCIP is
working to establish an ongoing communications network

between the five regions and indigenous groups:(ig
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" There are plans to establish WCIP Lidson offices in New York

and Geneva.’ﬂz)

He]gg K1é?van, Director of the International Work Group
for Indigenous Affairs, in Denmark, is assisting the Secretariat

in compiling and publishing reports to promote indigenous po'h‘cies.(g:»-fjr

The WCIP hopes to eliminate national policies of genocide

_and ethnocide. éZ)

It is seeking the cooperation of nation-states, non-governmental

organizatioq;xﬁﬂ!ézsaﬁﬁnd other international agencies to

reduce conflicts and abuses in countries where national governments

have engaged in direct violent confrontations with indigenous
populations. Cﬁwﬁ@ ,@

(MUSIC begins) ' 7 f%ilé;

In a world of many cultures and many ideas, the World Council

of Indigenous Peoples is seeking to unify the diverséﬁig)

o

strengths of indigenous populations’ throughout the global

community. 567
T

By working together@indigenous peop1g can and will protect
. L SE
their distinct societies for their childrénpand their children's

children. (3O @@ G @

MUSIC fades)



