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weaddlonstitubion: The Social Contrasct

oy iNfeTraditions and customary assooiation betwesn people over

time supply the basic neressl ties for & nation to naturally untold.

This process requires no intervention from outside the posulationy noe

doss it regquire consciows effort by the people of the nation itself.

1o Wil - alliow a

Gimple nesd and mutusal want - the act of whoons

ration of people to form a common heritage, and & common oulture.  When

el culboweal patteres beoomes encoded in the collective

consri cusnsss oFf bBhe nabion

accept and respect particular customs and rules of condoct, the nation

-. WL .0
may be said to have established & “floonstitutionsfe.mse A SoU QPﬁ*“hf%%.
Bl tribel seocistiss, in order o condoct bribal Life, have s
corstitution that defines the organizetions, institutions and ocustomeary
laws af ths nation. Whils no eother nations may know o underetand the

=t tution of & tribkal secisty: and while no othesr nation may

The bribal

rocognize the consblitueblon

wi remains in place until the nation changes ifis way of doing

comnstitun

things.
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What is a Constitution?ib
feThe customary rules of conduct, fhe organizations and
institutions and the collective aspirations of & nation of people

form the basis of a constitobion. Whether a part of the oral

tradition of a society, symbolized in beaded belts, totem poles and

markings on stong walls, o ebobed on clay ar o written on

-

paper & nation’s comstitubion functions as the law Lhat binds the
people of a nation toagether i a8 Ccommon Cadse.

& tribal ciwvilization' = system of rule and ordee is contained i

e constitubion. The constitution i=s the “ilsasored contract e

netwe

v oall of the people in the nation: comsmitting all members of
the nation teo comnor coals and sspivations — & collsctive commitment
e the well-being of each individual and a commitmeni by gach

individual to the well-being of ths nation.

Elfonstitutions, their fors and contentssb

K%‘ﬁacr&d contracts sFeor constitutions bhetween the people of a
ration exist i many formns. They are a pari of the oral tradition
o bthe syobolic fradition. By either means, a nation records its
ronstitution for its present and foutwre guidances.  Many nations
euvpress their constitution solley in the form of oral tradition.
Bpiritual leaders or other selected individuals are recognilzed by

s ety

i

h

i
]
31

Fraving the responsibility for explaining ths
customary laws of ths nation. Such individuals are highly regarded

arnd respected. Thelr role among the people 16 so very

their duty to the people demands exacting honessty, consistency and

selfleogeness,  Eeepers of the baw or similar desoriptions are

nsually attached to thess inglividuales or grogups of geople within s
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rration.
Comstitutions arge ates recorded in the form of Deaded belts,

etohings on store or wood in the forn of torial displays, and

@ven in the placement of nestural elemsnts on the landscaps in the
form of mounds of seil, movement of stones and the building of stone

are written in syvmbolics

sy soil monuments.  Finally, constitutior
tanguage in slay hardened for peroanence, or on bark, parchosnt anl
[paper. Trhe many constitutional foras reflect the wide diversity and

variety among nations themeslves. MNo single fors is any moee oF

i

less valid tharn any obther — 1% 1 only ditfersnt.
e tihe forom of constitubions varies from nation to nation, so ii

ie brue that the contente of constitobtions vary. Somg constitutions

@ire prrlaariloy with rules of conduct and descoripbions of

i

institutions for governing. Some constitutions simply dewscrile
principles. Whether recorded as oral tradition, ceremony or encoded

Fdtutiong describe bhe

i opictorial or wreitten fora Sfilall

fundamental laws of a nabtlon\fe.

Urweritten constitutions, az well as writiten comstitutions vary
from the simople and dirsct to the complew and obscure.  The more

simple and direct 2 constitution, the more precisze and consistent 1t

1ol ey be understood and

A TRT=

tends to be.  And, swush constit
arsdtully followed by the membhesrs of the natiaon, it is also

ifution btends to

generally true that the =ziapls and direct con

et
-t
B

changes more smoobbly with the needs asnd wants of the nation. T

e itten constitutions of mations tend to be mors clsarly

unsderstood by sueocseding generations, and they fend to create a

stronger Dond among the pesople - Tw i fhers is no external
. 3 f ¥

whioh

interference. Written constitubtions which
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writtern in & language in wk

alan tend bto oreste strong bonds ar
wer i b hen or

cormbalnlng

While simpgle and direct constitabiod

agjustablie according the people’s nesds and wanlts,

compler constltution to promobe rigidl

inability to meet changing nseds and demands.

£311 constitutions are subiect bo ohange. Ei b

s ilnl e

ergacge 1

-~ pausing the nation to e unstable and controntatio

recd

i

Tomg and

o

gperieral

changes

rnation s constitubtion simply avolve over tim%xmr & smpectfio o

[N

cm omade to change or amsnd ¢

v omueh changes is determinsd by the accepted practices

v

and F

o s

metihod, thersfors, variss from nstion to nation. The

reasons for ghange are mors commonly shared by all nations.
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include: debhat

certain cons

The meEand

titutional provisionss: changing social,

srivironmental condibions:; adiustments in the releations by et vaeses
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members of a nation: angd, adjiustments in fthe erxerciss of powWer Snong

Wher the mn

groups or factions

satisfactory to

v oare generally accomplished withoot sigrficant dise

fu

. bLhe methods are not accepta

Fyizecd

aire riot oon ¥oOLs

Fro maisi

a mation = constitution are well understood and

zibhle, bu

wption of ©

p ]

T parts

ratioen, then conflict and social disintegration of the nation

result. & naturally &

the liklihood of sericus nationsal wphsaval .

vieed o well considered constitabion

gl

t theyw
by g

ot thie
SR

reduces



15~

JLik

-85 N UEAConstitubtion: The Social Dontracth F g ) &

The People, Tribal Bovernment and Law of bthe Landisb

Sfefooording to iis wanbs and neesds, a nation,

} [
by ifse

G

crkd mal by and

developse a consbiitution

onamic, political ard cultural lifte of

stabpility in the sogiasl,

the peopls. bibether written or unweitten, the constituition governs
the life of the nation and its atfatrs, Hoatrn, avcording to ibs

poe ard institutions to

mwecds and wants, a forms organis

P

Oftern, ths organizationsz and dinstitubtions

pEceyicle Fo

“anbhiion in accordance

0
]
-

a socitety operate in a MWildecesntra

fandyte., Somebhim tha organizations and

with the “Nfllaws of

il

ially

]
F

institutions of governance ars partially decentralized and p

centralized,  Gnd, finally some nations completely cenbtralize L

institutions of goverpancs. The constitoetion of & nation usually
describes or provides for the organization of governance in one of

these three wavs.,

iratilon of & nation’ s

degras of

gm of governance is largely detsrmined by the extend and degrae

the nation perveives tts interes asw being bhreatensd by oubtside

foroes. Deperding o bthe rise and fall of exiesrnel hostilities, and
grmetimes the ssxtent of internal instability & nation will fortify

its asbility to defend collective continueity by increasing or

inebitutions.

decreasing the authority of its

b k]

Wihern a tribal government is broadly decentralized, the level of

crwiy Thieils Lives is

corherol and intiluence the

consideraible, though the akilify fto consists ared i gorouws

deferd the collesctive

inst rival neilaghbors

iy

i reduced.  Highly i

posaibility of the p influsnce the future of the
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ration, bub the i enhanced. A

balanoce belwsen mF beiial

genverTiance bwol o For the nabion

noth intermally and externally.
Under all circumstancss of decentralization and centralization,

the people and thelr institations of e ranoe ars bhound by the

kY

NEillaw of the lamgd MWfeas provided in

el constitubion. beHieary

he institubicw

governance fatl to abide by the laws of the

land, it becomes and obstaclie to thes nation’s

armiri by oand sense of

well-being. T iz wund hat @ bribal government

iz ohanged bw the mation that greated it. By owirbue of willfal acts

by the nation’'s population, a government which no Longer serves

their needes will inevitably be changed or replaced.

What about Comstitations of Mations and States?b

-

stelhen some people think of constitutions, they often think of

them as bheing documnented on slips of paper, and beosuse of this they

think that only sfistates Nfehave g constitution.,  Obhers think of
ronstitutions as a Fform of government, and bthey assumse that 1+ e

state has a constitubtion weithben down bher it iz some how mors

tegitimate” than shabes which have unwritien tutions.
Similarly, thers iz the unewareanted belief amomg many Dhat g netion

wikth & written constitution is somshow sore 3 hee Than a nation

whioh hazs & unweritten oo

Ptution.  Buch bsliets are more & oroduch

[y

Fel}
Ly
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W

of "hilind pabriobtiss" for ore ar mrabion than they

product of clesar understanding.

Mest pations in the world have not documented thelir constitubion
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conbemporary exampnl s & mation has foromed a

The wordld commundbty inoludes about 1485 state

Civere are

Titerally thoveands of nations.  The constitution of gach nation and
wach state largely deternines how they deal with gach other. Since
nations are often neighbors, and states freguently geographically

surround nations, certalin conventions or

oF conduocth bhetwsen

rabions and betwesen nations and

:tates have developed over

cernturiess. The roob souroe of bthese SFlintermnational Steru

,..:
{1
114
i+H
~Ft

corcuet can be Ffound in b

T tors and states.

The customary relations between mesnbers of a nation are dirasn feom

matuwral law, and so it iz alzse the cass ralations betwesn

nationse are determined by natural law.,  Bub, as we shall

Mumarn seocietiss bave achieved great stability and prospered under
their constitutions — the compastis between members of a nationg

I

ralations bhetwesn nations hrave ol bsen

and nmations and

marked with such sucosss,
Gghboring nations have demonetrated over hundeeds of centuriss

that they can have friendly and non-confrontational relations for

long durations of Time. farsed, Ehat natiorns can cosxist &85 ad rrap e

themretical sfifamily of nationsiyre. Just mations have

constitutionsg to snsure & cooperabtive angd orderly Lite

members, nations extended this neatural <

zpl into sfforts aimed at

-

pebablishing cooperalive and ordsriy relations bebween

Felations bebween nations, and betwsen nations and states, ars

x 3

formed through ~Flinternational contracts Stebkmow

argd conventions. il d ke

mentes or Lreatiess, o aris

constitutions of neations, international agresments hove few commoanly

// acoepth

methods For enswing ey and continuity. e will
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