human rights and fundamental freedoms.

26. The right to maintain and develop traditional contacts and
cooperation, including cultural and social exchanges and trade,
with their own kith and kin across State boundaries and the
obligation of the State to adopt measures to facilitate such
contacts.

27. The right to claim that States honour treaties and other
agreements concluded with indigenous peoples.

PART VI

28. The individual and collective right to access to and prompt
decision by mutually acceptable and fair proceduresforresolving
conflicts or disputes and any infringement, public or private,
between States and indigenous peoples, groups or individuals.
These procedures should include, as appropriate, negotiations,
mediation, arbitration, national courts and international and
regional human rights review and complaints mechanisms.

PART VII

29. These rights constitute the minimum standards for the
survival and the well-being of the indigenous peoples of the
world.

30. Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as implying for
any State, group or individual any right to engage in any activity
or to perform any act aimed at the destruction of any of the rights
and freedoms set forth herein.
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FIRST REVISED TEXT OF THE
DRAFT UNIVERSAL DECLARATION ON

RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

E/CN.4/Sub.2/1989/33
15 June 1989

The General Assembly,

Considering indigenous peoples born free and equal in dignity
and rights in accordance with existing international standards
whiie recognizing the right of all individuals and groups to be
different, to consider themselves different and to be regarded as
such,

Considering that all peoples and human groups have contributed
to the progress of civilizations and cultures which constitute the
common heritage of humankind,

Recognizing the specific need to promote and protect those
rights and characteristics which stem from indigenous history,
philosophy of life traditions, culture and legal, social and economic
structures, especially as these are tied to the lands which the
groups have traditionally occupied,

Concerned that many indigenous peoples have been unable to
enjoy and assert their inalienable human rights and fundamental
freedoms, frequently resulting ininsufficient land and resources,
poverty and deprivation, which in turn may lead them to voice
their grievances and to organize themselves in order to bring an
end to all forms of discrimination and oppression which they face,

Convinced that all doctrines and practices of racial, ethnic or
cuttural superiority are legally wrong, morally condemnable and
sociaily unjust,

and fair compensation if they have been so deprived.

19. The right to special State measures for the immediate,
effective and continuingimprovement of their social and economic
conditions, with their consent that reflect their own priorities.

20. The right to determine, plan and implement all health,
housing and other social and economic programmes affecting
them, and as far as possible to develop, plan and implement such
programmes through their own institutions.

PART V

21. The right to participate on an equal footing with all the other
citizens and without adverse discrimination in the political,
economic and social life of the State and to have their specific
character duly reflected in the legal system and in political and
socio-economicinstitutions, including in particular proper regard
to and recognition of indigenous laws and customs.

22, The right to participate fully at the State level, through
representatives chosen by themselves, in decision-making about
and implementation of all and international matters which may
affect their life and destiny.

23. The {collective] right lo autonomy in matters relating to their
own internal and local affairs, including education, information,
culture, religion, health, housing, social welfare, traditional and
other economic activities, land and resources administration and
the environment, as well as internal taxation for financing these
autonomous functions.

24. The right to decide upon the structures of their autonomous
institutions, to select the membership of such institutions, and to
determine the membership of the indigenous people concerned
for these purposes.

25. The right to determine the responsibilities of individuals to
their own community, consistent with universally recognized



15. The right to reclaim land and surface rescurces or where this
is not possible, to seek just and fair compensation for the same,
when the property has been taken away from them without
consent, in particular, if such deprival has been based on
theories such as those related to discovery, terra nullius, waste
lands oridle lands. Compensation, if the parties agree, may take
the form of land or resources of quality and legal status at least
equal to that of the property previously owned by them.

16. The right to protection of their environment ard in particular
against any action or course of conduct which may result in the
destruction, deterioration or pollution of their traditional habitat,
land, air, water, sea ice, wildlife or other resources without free
and informed consent of the indigenous peoples affected. The
right to just and fair compensation for any such action or course
of conduct.

17. The right to require that Slates consult with indigenous
peoples and with both domestic and transnational corporations
priortothe commencement of any large-scale projects, particularly
natural resource projects or exploitation of mineral and other
subsoil resources in order to enhance the projects’ benefits and
to mitigate any adverse economic, social, environmental and
cultural effect. Just and fair compensation shall be provided for
any such activity or adverse consequence undertaken.

PART IV

18. The right to maintain and develop within their areas of {ands
or territories their traditional economic structures and ways of
life, to be secure in the traditional economic structures and ways
of life, to be secure in the enjoyment of their own traditional
means of subsistence, and to engage freely in their traditional
and other economic activities, including hunting, fresh- and salt-
water fishing, herding, gathering, lumbering and cultivation,
without adverse discrimination. In no case may an indigenous
people be deprived of its means of subsistence. The right to just

Reaffirming that indigenous peoples in the exercise of their
rights should be free from adverse distinction or discrimination of
any kind,

Endorsing calls for the consolidation and strengthening of
indigenous societies and their cuitures and traditions through
development based on their own needs and value systems and
comprehensive participation in and consultation about all other
relevant development efforts,

Emphasizing the need for special attention to the rights and skills
of indigenous women and children,

Believing that indigenous peoples should be free to manage
their own affairs to the greatest possible extent, while enjoying
equal rights with other citizens in the political, economic and
social life of States,

Bearing in mind that nothing in this declaration may be used as
ajustification for denyingto any people, which otherwise satisfies
the criteria generally established by human rights instruments
and international law, its right to self-determination,

Calling on States to comply with and effectively implement all
international humanrights instruments as they apply toindigenous
peoples,

Acknowledging the need for minimum standards taking account
of the diverse realities of indigenous peoples in all parts of the
world,

Solemnly proclaims the following declaration on rights of
indigenous peoples and calls upon all States to take prompt and
effective measures to implement the declaration in conjunction
with the indigenous peoples.



PART I

1. The right to the full and effective enjoyment of all fundamental
rights and freedoms, as well as the observance of the
corresponding responsibilities, which are universally recognized
in the Charter of the United Nations and in existing international
human rights instruments.

2. Theright to be free and equal to all the other human beings in
dignity and rights and to be free from adverse distinction or
discrimination of any kind.

PART Il

3. The [collective] right to exist as distinct peoples and to be
protected against genocide, as well as the [individual] rights to
life, physical integrity, liberty and security of person.

4. The [collective] right to maintain and develop their ethnic and
cultural characteristics and distinct identity, including the right of
peoples and individuals to call themselves by their proper
names. :

5. The individual and collective right to protection against
ethnocide. This protection shall include, in particular, prevention
of any act which has the aim or effect of depriving them of their
ethnic characteristics or cultural identity, of any form of forced
assimilation orintegration, of imposition of foreign life-styles and
of any propaganda derogating their dignity and diversity.

6. The right to preserve their cultural identity and traditions and
to pursue their own cultural development. The rights to the
manifestations of their cultures, including archaeological sites,
artifacts, designs, technology and works of art, lie with the
indigenous peoples or their members.

7. The right to require that States grant - within the resources
available - the necessary assistance for the maintenance oftheir

identity and their development.

8. The right to manifest, teach, practice and observe their own
religious traditions and ceremonies, and to maintain, protect and
have access to sacred sites and burial-grounds for these
purposes.

9. The right to develop and promote their own languages,
including an own literary language, and to use them for
administrative, juridical, cultural and other purposes.

10. The right to all forms of education, including in particular the
right of children to have access to education in their own
languages, and to establish, structure, conduct and control their
own educational systems and institutions.

11. The right to promote intercultural information and education,
recognizing the dignity and their cultures, and the duty of States
to take the necessary measures, among other sections of the
national community, with the object of eliminating prejudices and
of fostering understanding and good relations.

PART I

12. The right of collective and individual ownership, possession
and use of the lands or resources which they have traditionally
occupied or used. The lands may only be taken away from them
with their free and informed consent as witnessed by a treaty or
agreement.

13. The right to recognition of their own land-tenure systems for
the protection and promotion of the use, enjoyment and occupancy
of the land.

14. The right to special measures to ensure their ownership and
control over surface and substance of resources pertaining to
the territories they have traditionally occupied or otherwise used
including flora and fauna, waters and ice sea.



