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By ROBERT L. ROSE

Spokesman-Revisw Potiticat £Editer

Republican congressional candidate
Adel Tonasket attacked incumbent Dem-
«cratie Rep. Thomas'S. Foley Friday for
upporting a $2 billion Washington state
rrigation project which he said would
orce farmers off their land. *

Tonasket said the Second Bacon Tun-
el and Siphon Irrigation project, which
vould double the present irrigation sys-
em from the Grand Coulee Dam to the
ri-Cities. was “‘not economlically feasi-
de.” according to a Washington State
Joiversity study.

Nonetheless, Tonasket told the gov-
rnmental affairs committee of the 8po-
cane Area Cha'nber of Ceommerce, the
‘overnment “shoved the project down
4t throat., and you and 1 are going to
; to pay for it for a long time to

3 medi(‘ Indi‘m 103\.\(‘ S
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.but he said, T'm s
But that's what it's pﬁm-
ition figure represents the

crigation system. Construction of the

{unnel and siphen alone costs $43 mil-
ion

Tonasket said the way the project
works, all the farmers along the irriga-
tion eanal are included whether they
want to be or not — and it can run some
of them out of business.

“Dryland farmers are going to be
forced to become irrigation farmers.
They will have to buy expensive new
equipment. Operating costs (per farm)
will go up $32,000 a year,” he said. <l
make half that much, so it’s hard for me
to irnagine increasx’ng costs $32.000 a
year.

“These farmers tell me that ammmi
to the government condemning the
land, Strong words. But ev ermdl ¥
they're going to be losing more and
more money, and then they'll have to
sell out.”

Tonasket said he couldn't understand
why Foley, 'one of the most influential,
one of the mo t powerful - ask him,
he'll tell \a) — men in the House, sup-
ported “such a th iing that is going te con-
demn people's land.”

The Second Bacon issue came up in
the 1978 campaign, when Tonasket ran
against Foley as an independent. At that
time, a Foley spokesman said farmers
had bheen on record as supporting the
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project: but he added that if farmers
didn’t want the irrigation project, Foley
would withdraw his support.

Tonasket, who said Thursday he was
“not throwing mud — and I'm not at-
tacking his personality, it's his profes-
sional business that I'm attacking”™ —
continued his attack by saying he didn't
like the way Foley conducted his office.

“It gripes me — and this is a quote,
maybe it's not exactly word for word —
but when Tom Foley says ‘1 don't vote
the 5th District, the 5th District might
be wrong.’ that's a slap in the face for
those of us who live in the 5th District.”
he said.

*That's like saying I'm dumber than
Tom Foley. Well. I might be. intellectu-
ally. But T know what I need in my house
so [ can feed my family, so that I can go
to work every doy and be a donating
part of society.

“The elderly who live down the river
know what they need so they can put
food eon their tabkle. so they can have
good health and a reason to wake up to-
morrow. Tom Foley has not that fechng,
He doesn’t experience the das av
kinds of anguishes that people go
through, worrying whether they're going
to survive tomorrow.”
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