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e States of Western
neant a community where
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Deer

e ways exceptional.
and Manx, whose
en fonenos but con.

ore op lpss e

nsidered

o he ¢
also been ingl
The ferm “lingw

o

istic minority’ should be taken, for the pur-

of this book, as ref riing to indigenous and, in some
populations, or to commmunitie

SO
that they can be properly regarded as the
historic occupants of the territories in which they five. It
therefore excludes all refugees, expatriates and immigrants.
The Jews and the Rom have also been omitted, becanse in
Western Eorope their problems, for the most part, are neither
tinguistic nor territorial, Lo

Within this broad definition there are two main types of
linguistic minority in Western Europe today. The first com-
prises those communities whose language, whether it is ac-
corded a certain status or none at all, is ce riainly not the of-
ficial language of any State. French ethnologists like Guy
Herand know this type as ‘les ethnies sans état’ and the
Ialians, in Sergio Salvi's words, as e mazioni proibite”.
Writers in English have recently begun to follow the French
example of calling these communities “internal colonies’. As
examples may be cited the Bratons in France, the Frisians in
the Netherlands, the Basques in Spain and the Welsh iu
Britain. They are, for the mos part, nations in their own right
which do not look beyond their own territories to ethnic
homelands elsewhere. ,

Whether or not the languages of this first type can all be
described as ‘national’ must depend on the extent to which
their speakers have demonstrated a con ciousness of being




Occitanie is that part of southern France where la langue d'oc
is spoken. Northerners, who speak fn langue d'oil (oil and oc
are the equivalents of oui), usually refer to Oceitanie as Je
Midi and to Oecitans as fes Méridionaux. The word Occitanie
dates from the end of the thirteenth century but the region has
also been known, inaceurately because it is only one provinee,
as Languedoc. By today, largely as the result of the Deixonne
I of 1951 which made it ‘official’ and, a growing
auwtonomist movement, Occitanic and occitan are well
estabi as the names by which the region and its lanpuage
are knon rench.

The vegion, about oue third of me ropolitan France, in-
cludes the provinces of Languedoc (Occitan: Lengadoc),

Provence  (Provengal),  Litmousin {Lemosing,  Auverane

(Auvernha). Gascogne (Gasconhu), Cuyenne (Guiana) and
Dyanphing (Danfina )- v departments in all, including
sality of Monaco but excluding , the northern

Bordeaux  (Hordéu), Limoges
crvand {Clarmont), Nimes, Avienon

Ay
Frerig
{Fe

al,

en million people live in Occitanie (Occitan :
a quarter of France's population. Of these
million have some kovowledge of Occitan, if
we count also the 5,000 inhabitants of the Val d’Aran {the up-

per valley of the Garonne) in the Catalan province of Lerida,
and the 200,000 who speak the Occitan dialect of Provencal in
the Piedmont valeys of Ttaly. 1t is estimated that abont two
million people use Occitan in their daily lives. Th ey live for

the mast part i roral areas and also able o speak fa

langue d'oil, the last monoglot speakers having died in the
1930s. So powerful an influence have the French edu-
cational and political systems had on the older generation
that many people, when guestioned about the language they




R Languistic Minorities tn Western Europe
, Occitan is no more than a local,
uneducated and corrupf form of m‘,?:«.,.? and that it is in-
capable of heing w ritten down. This is cert ainly not the ca
but it is frae that, o - exi nee of a variety of dialects,
no i::;.:i :g ﬁ:.{ ,::,:_ has been universally accepted.
: ted over such a lar

e dialeets of Limousin and
Langmedoe and those of Gas cogne. Their
rical
imes prevented at-
wtion. As Mistral,
ceitanic i not g country, i

1 =

nee put

:,ma:\ Oe-
an im-

>. Their

» he tra ,;L 5 thaoze e s up o :.5 tenth

riurph of
1 their

A over the language of the
territories, and with the
the phonetic 33‘2_” e of
Vo develop diffor ‘_E\ untii, as early as
vy, there emey rged 25 separate _;:E:E
la \,:5:\:; %.i 32,::,._ Pavis basin, from which modern
French has devetoped, and ia longue ; oc, another member of
the Remance family, to the souih of the Massif Centrai. "The
to write verse in Occitan was Guillanme IX of
(T071-1127). For three hundred years the Occeitan
Lan indepe :: ent civilisation of high :ophistication,
o] Hy in the po ;_2 3_ the troubadonrs and their ideals of
courtly lave, fluence on the Mins nesdnger, the
ets of sonthern Franee and those of Haly, the troubadours
ere to take Oceitan culture to all the courts of Europe. The
tale of Tristan and Isolde, although it is of “eltic origin, we
owe {0 the troubadours of Occitanie.

Defeated and invaded dnri 1¢ the Albigencian Crusades of
1209-71, especially by Simon de Montfort, Occitanie lost its
independence rperated into the Kingdom of
France. Simone Weil in her book L ’Enracinement (The Need
for Roots) described the French conquest of the territories
below the Loire as nne of the great atrocities of history: ‘These

~d

The Occitan
territories, where a high level of S:E e, tolerance, liberty and
spiritual :? existéd, were :_é; 1 by intense patriotism for
what they called their ‘lan age’ flay rag ). 4 word by which
they meant their country, The wh  were for :;:.,,_
loreigners 3;1 barbarian, as the Germans are to wy, In ¢ ords
blish their terror, th 3,2:,: began by A:,,n,:::r.\‘.::ﬂ
:5 ,ﬁ.i.:,%_ wn o of Bésiers . . Onee the country wa
Co vy brought in the Inquisition Hoean be see
152 regions hated the S::;; power by the
e remains of
1 been beheaded for
g to Simone Weil, it was for
s embraced the Revolution
canse of radical socialism
Cathares had resisted the

o fonpger ihe
> 1o o large
cir own :am As with the
is a widesp prejudice amonge the nor-
the ﬁ?&,:.:;. whom they accuse of
influence at the centre. Tfitis fru 3
ests of Oecitanie that Occitans
tuled ﬁ_;::é ::3 ¥ eotges Pompidou, the former
F::a ?:: ter of France, who was fond of pointing to his
the Auvergne while refusing to tackle its problems
?2:» a policy of regionalisation, was among the
most ¢ %Li ut probably not the last—Occitan to hold high
office in Paris,

From the end of the thirteenth century on, the history of
Occitanie was the history of its language and its culture. In-
deed, it is from this time that the ver y name Occitanie dates,
the region having taken its hame from the language spoken
there, as if-—deprived of all political status—the language was
its only means of identity, For three centuries more the
language survived both in the Jocs J lareux, Tounded in
Toulouse in 1323, and among the ¢ cmmon people. But in
1539 it was banned by the Edict of Vil lers-Cotteréts from ad-
ministrative use, with the result that tmany Occitans such
as Brantdme, Montaigne, La Boctie and Mon tesquieu,
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Fnus began which continued with
_.,U: Jon, De Sad Zola, Alphonse Daudet,
ancis ..:5:..: s and, in our day, ::.: ::, writers Pierre Fm
manuel, Jacques Reverdy, Francois Maor e, .>:w: ri omie,
Tean ?3:: Antoine de Saint Exupéry,

v rancis

£ m ;:.,_,\ writers
of its language
s their literary work .,

! decnder

Qr;

caction
hivh ::::;% d during
fteewards. The  Occitan
Uesteemed cnltn
A pufois, a regional
,_ﬂix. h hampered the

::: and  French
serimination at all
o was not ebligatory, the
_ﬁdi: d A..WES_.T%_W__%_:W
century, .‘_‘.: anguan
wefit from 7@:::;: ism
 merit in ,:% Middle Age
admired all ¢ ;zma pir f:ﬁéi such as ruins and ver-
naculars. Occitanie’s past was ‘discovered’ through the work
of writers like Augustin Thierr v and Mary-Lafen, who wrote
the first :Z:J of Occitanie in 1842, The Qccitan langnage
was now about o enter its second great period.

The poet Frédéric Mistral (1520-191 ) was the man mainly
responsibie for the renai At the age of twenty-one he
decided :.,;. his aim a: er would be “to revive the
historical sense of ¢ WYy peoh Provencal’. Around
him .i:i? vith similar ambitions

B Toseph
Roumanille. Théndore Aubanel, Anselme Mathieu, Jean Bru-
net, Alphonse Tavan and Paul Giera. On 25 May 1854 they
founded the movement known as the Félibrige. Their in-
tention, in the first place, was to create a standard, unified
language based on the Provencal dialect which they spoke,

language,
stern ?_ Hnne,

. a vulpa
volutionary
Vet
levels, and main
majority of the common w‘:_x.:zm
up to the middie of th
vived, and long enc
which, throughont ,:,:éﬁ&
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le by v
a group of yonng wri
including  the six  other m@:g m
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s
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imi

a political
was the socialist
&:m politician in
tan and other ‘regional
% mf ols. Another member was
ponsible for drafting the
demanding cultural and
rul mr,wg:z in a federal
st prog out in this manifesto,
, m :: much for some mermbers of the Félibripe,
especia ? :.::: whose m:..,,::‘, were only linguistic and
literary. From thi siment on t vement and is founde
21 ?9,,;\‘,;3 and reactionary, out of touch
thy the virile oral and popular tradition of Oc-
acquigscing in the spread of tourism and
wut the region. Above all 5@ refused to take
a political r:: in the m?:ﬁ:m economic crisis and éven suf-
feved the Third Republic’s suppression of the ‘patois Having
failed 1o ﬁ:;r.,,: the Occitan conscience in his own way,
Mistral became a monarchist and a 3@:0: nationalist and
moved to the 1 ;; decrying in his elegy for Lamartine Yes
chiens enragd o @,\.iégi%‘ (the angry dogs of
rle mover d more and more to
nunder the
gLS m, ing the confroversy which followed,
still elaiming allegiance
__a ? a,a.is E:?:_. 3 r:::_ a new 7* n‘: the roy: :,i and :E;,
wing Action Frangaise. Tn 1907 Mistral joined him and Mauric
Barrés in its ranks, but their proposal for a popular front of
all the ..:_;::S_& part ance was never pursned.

The I d as a cultural and linguistic organis
ation but even in this function it rau into serious difficulties. For it

soon became clear that the reform intended for the Provencal




for the whele of Occitanie, was not accepiable
members who spobie the numerous other dialects.

The Féiibrige, how ] the death of s founder and
most eminent seclions :s:;‘_.r out Oceitanie
and e comprising fifty  1if
1wembers for their Hiterary work
studies and under the pre ,;12:%

tics are the award to ils mem-

e Cial Sahé, A\.ﬂ\\:‘,_i?_ d'Chlro
of the Occitan langnage
in various parts of the world, ﬁ it by ioday, except in
1p and ritual, the F¢ he
sst much of its anthority and :,,.,, srmer glory has been eclip-
sed by more militant organisations. The schism within the
Fehibrige ended in a total break in 1919 and the formation of
a group calling itsell Escola Occitana. The aim of this new
oup was to employ all the dialects of Occeitan in the creation
new, synthetic literary form hased on the orthography of
the troubadours.

EEQ:E the German occupation of France nng
e Occitan movement was for the most part in sup
?:,_. of Pétain. Many of the regionalist magazines carried
articles and reviews which praised  French national-

m, cven in defeat, some changing their titles to reflect
their new function. Only a small group of writers, in-
tuding Aragon, Eluard, Simone Weil and René Nelli, met to
discuss the older democratic tradition of Qccitanie. On the
defeat of Hitler and the liberation of France, both camps were
persecuted, the followers of Maurras and those of De Gaulle
who favoured regionalist solutions for France after the War.

In 1945 the Societé d'Etudes Occitanes, founded fifteen
years previously, became the Fustitut d’Estudis Occitans un-
amn the leadership of Jean Cassou. Among its early members

ere Max Rouqnette, René Nelli and Tristan Tzara who had
ﬁoﬁ.::,_,“m?i new regionalist principles for Occitanie, in
Cahiers du Sud, during the War, and who now began
publishing an important magazine entitled Oc. The i.0.E,
did much valuable work in the linguistic fie

large number of texts, dictionaries and grammars. It also

r the Vichy

F R O e e e R A AT AR RS R D PAL AN S e 2 ﬂu«wi wnd.wﬂwmal,j.ﬂm;wmﬂ L3 8%
of  provincialism,  conservatism,  clericalism,
! *., f ....,q.,.,_:,vw and of associating  the cause of the
¢ cwith the ool of Mistral and reactionary § ‘:&:o.r O
the othsr :“::“_, the Félibripe f:z,.:_,. »d the 1LOLE
Marxist and revolutionary. ér; is clear is that up to ?su
ted inly l poets and novelists

m ¢ ?;._ W
s to this period Z at :1
et ddeas in Oceitanie must be traced,
of Orecitan poetry bas continued with ih
of poets like Pierre Ronguette i_:\:n:
(o E 113, Robert Lafont (born 1923),
.T;uw (bors 1936) and  his  brother Jean
{(psevdonym of Tean .. By and :,.;Q others,
the problems w have had to face is
the : adition of h Olecitan hag ofte:
been u ,, rudet and his Tar-
Amd.@wm,w and Né
fered by Morthe
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and on Ph :E & _m?:: ér:
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during
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:S_:_P the decline in the economic life of Occitanie
has continued to an extent now generally regarded throughout
France as serious in the nﬁ_d::,, In faet, the region has been
neglected and exploited since the eighteenth century. Even
under the maiz.: w:%:.a 1 :_ heyday of the Félibrige, there
th industry and agriculture,
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552..“, revolied and L guedoe was t_: under military con-
irol by Cleme S;::@ :,Q erisis the Félibrige was asked

support :.E ¥ der st Ferroul, a for-
by now far to the

ic problems are familiar enough to

anyone acquainted with the peripheral areas of France:

.

apital invested in industry which is aln saddy
near w.;:.;ﬁ.:.n.?,u‘“ depression and  closures follow, the
local population is foreed to leave, companies po into
liquidation and are replaced by :,.::,“:.% sifes and arsenals
which are controlled from Paris. As a result, regional en-
terprise and local capital have almosi completely :2:3::.:.;
and many areas of Occitanie are completely deserted. The
process of ‘interior colonisation’ is exacerbated by tourism

and, in particular, by the existence of innumerable ‘he lidlay
homes” in all parts of the region. Like most other minorities in
Western Europe, the Occilans are of the opinion that
tourism, as it is administered by the centralist, 3:3:3
State, is among the most pernicious influence on the re gion’s
conomy a nd enlture and on the personality of its people. The
ote d'Argent, for example, has been developed by purchase
of land at _cé prices, the exclusion of re gional companies, the
clearing out of the local population or their employment in the
seasonal trade at the most.menial level, followed by massive
immigration by wealthy families from Haly, Germany and the
he continning crisis in the wine-growing in-

Netherlands,
a_:_.,._,i has led to many strikes and other disturbances during
the last ten years, so that the e prowing cultural cons m::az?w
of Occitanie has been reinforced by workers who, although
more concerned with wages, conditions and subventions, have
made common cause with the Occitan movement. cS:. the
Basques and the Catalans, the Occitan autonomists are
among the minorities who have succeeded most in uniting
proletariat and middle-class in their opposition to the State.
It is little wonder that, during the last fifteen years, there

T

.

need for the rx:%:% om Oc
ul, among th
; istory, r:i?;é and Iit E.i__:; ?: Oc¢ :r:_ is

,:: at primary level, it is only an optional subject for
the oral examination at the baccalauréat: In 1972, the num-
hers of people choosi ng to lake the oral examination in Occitan
were as fe ‘,22“ ont 160,

\ix 457, Bordeaux. 1,038 Cler
Limoges 205, Montpellise 1,334, MNice 120 and Toulouse

{, ;N An Occitan Samuner m,«,;.:.. is beld annually af Mont-
pellier and Villenenve-s :.;b n of developing the
langn and education, and of

e and music of Occitanie:; a
vart of the Festival
s Yangiu not yet been accorded of-
icial ?..ﬁ..,,‘.m::.mo: c,_., any kind. There has been too o vigoron
. in Occitan poetry and song -~ 1gers Clande Mar-
2 _,,?:3 de Breish and Patric have Ewﬁi a leadin

with the publication of many antholo
ompanies as Ventadorn.

In political terms, however; Ogccitanie isin a state of flux at
the present time, with a  bewildering  proliferation of
groups and organisations,  none of - which has won the
substantial support of any- section of the electorate. The
fact remains that the majority of- Occitan activists choose
to work through  the main  French political parties,
especially those of the left.

The only .group calling itself nationalist in the political
sehse is the Partit Naciovalista Oceitan (P.N.O.}, founded
in 1959 and led by Frangois Fontan. The P.N.O. refuses all
commitment  to -either - the ' left .or right  while working
for ‘an independent ~Qceitan- Republic. Fontan, the
seneral secretary, owes more to Maurras. then to Marx,
r.ﬁ;:? belonged in his time to the Action Fre neaise. Some of
his theories abont ‘ethnisin’ are pro erly regarded as bogus
by other organisations in the region; 82»:&. many of his
more  extreme  declaratipns amount. to  racialism. The
P.N.O. has also attracted members.of right-wing convictions

:: liten : 1
m,“ M; held anny

ries
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has not yet taken part in elections and has only a few dozen
memb their activities are said fo be confined to painting
slogans on walls (a contribution taken seriously for its
propaganda value in Occitanie) and to making press
statements on various aspects of the region’s situation. It was
most in the news from 1959 up to the strikes in the mines at
Décazeville in 1962, had not developed beyond
the status of bein wwwextzi.::::.a " Although it has atiracted
much aftention io the Occitan problem the P.N.O. and its
leader are ::x::i_i _é mast other groups, especially those

on the left, aracteristic of almost all accounts by Occitan
writers of 3 sttuation in Occitanie is that they attack with
the most ferocious ideological bitterness not c::\ the P.N.O.

but all other groups in :3 spectrum of opinion throughout
the region. A recent book by Robert Lafont, La Revendication
Occitane (1975) appears to ?u among the most reasonable; if
engagds, assessments to be E:.W:m:f._ so far.

More worthy of serious crisideration is the movement
known as Comitat Oceitan d’Estndis e d’Accion (Occitan
Committee for Study and Action). This group, which includes
all the most important figures in the Occitan movement,
bascs its activities on the principles of socialism, regionalism
and support for Occitan culture in all its manifestations. Its
director, who was formerly president of 1LO.E., is the
distinguished philologist and author Robert Lafont whose
contribution to the progress of regionalist aud ethnic-political
thinking in France has been of major importance. The term
‘colonialisme intérieur’, which has gained widespread curren-
¢y in France, was first popularised in a manifesto signed by
Lafont and uthers in December 1961, The C.0.E.A. co-
ordinates the work of a r:&: number of ity branches in
association with local trade union councils and agricultural
co-operatives. In 1968 it took part in the Sorbonne conference
with Jeunesse Etudiante Bretonne and the Front Régionaliste
Corse, of which the Comité pour la Révolution Socialiste des
Regions (Committee for the Socialist Revolution in the
Regions) was formed. From its formation the €. O.F.A. has
demanded the abolition of the département as an ad:

wne  Lombat,  1he party

i

the smaller umit of the commune, -and the creation of three
main Occitan regions: a-Mediterraneaun region, the region of
Aquitaine  (Bordeaux—Toulouse) and the region of
Auvergne—Limousin; - included in its  programme s
autonomous status for Corsica, North Catalonia and the Nor-
thern Basque provinces. Each region would have its own
Assembly. The organ of C.0.L. 4. is the magazine Viura (To
Jve), Many of its me ?12 are involved in the organisation
of folk-concerts and in street theatre which, since 1970, have
enjoyed :3:35 is in the villages of the region. In
1971 the by a small revolutionary
grouy main aim is to create in
@%Z nie an 3; onomous region based on werking-class
solidarity in which the peopls will be able to realise their
potential in cultural and ~.:..§.:§_.‘m terms.

in ::,., creg :5: i E conscience Qn :.E:. 7?.3 of its mem-
bers were students and writers under the age of thirty who
took part in ‘the events of May 1968’ It was at this time that
: surrection. de M. Occitania (The
nrrection % Mr Qecitanie) and La Guerre du
e Wine ' War) had enormous popular success
::,N_,::: the region. m:_ﬁ the excitement was to last for only
fwo years before the C.O.E.A. showed signs of schisms once
more, particularly between the younger generation and the
middle-aged. The ideological conflict came to a head at its
conference of 1971 when, under pressure from younger mem-
bers wishing to move to the left, C.0.E.A. changed its name
to Lutte Occeitane. This small revolutionary group aims to
create in Occitanie an autonomous region based on working-
class solidarity in which the people will be able to realise their
potential in cultural and political terms; -
Among the basic tenets of Lutre CQ,:ES F:QE Occitana),
which retiains the principal” political organisation with a
regionalist commitment to Occitanie at the present time, are
that the region has its oL: linguistic. and cultural character
and its own history of resistance to ‘the French hegemony’;
that it suffers from ﬁsu:; t exploitation of a colonial type 3
means of which the. French m:;o : _,m, in Ea process of




recng of Al e SR LAUSE wilh the working
clagses 2. The movement’s aims are
therefore defined as those of the class-struggle led by Occitan
workers against both ipitalist and national ex Moitation; it

o

seeks to win for the Oceitan working-class the right to live and
moits own districts and {he power to rog
Halism” by which is un od the pillage of the region’s

L]

material and buman resources. “The question’, its manifesto
states, “is therefore not one of O itan nationalism or of
European federalism or of regionalism, but the destruction
of the French capitalist State; the role of the popular Occitan
movement in this destruetion is . . . the abolition of the im-
perialist system by 1} ternationale of the proletariats and
appressed peoples’. That such declarations are notonly youth-
ful rhetoric i suggested by the fset that Lutte Occitane has
won a wide measure of active during the last five years
and by now has become the | -bearer of the Occitan
movement. It was this organisation which led the famon
campaign in 19712 against the uge for military purposes of
agricultural areas around Larzac, Hs newspaper Que Fajy
sells 8,000 copies men thly and it is aftracting members all
over Occitanie, from the 7.O.F. and other left-wing groups
such as the P.S. 1. the 5.5 7.0 and the P.C.F, Wheiher it
can unite the Occitan movemen t, and the other groupiuscules
such as the Parti Socialiste Occitan founded in 1967, the
Fédération Anarchisie Communiste d'Occitanie (F.A.CO.)
founded in 1969 and Poble d ‘Oe, remains to be seen but such
a rapprochement seems most unlikely, given the polarisation
of the movement and the polemical nature of the debate.

It is mor probable that, while the Occeitan regionalists, the
antonomists, the federalists. fhe nationalists and the
revolutionaries continne to argue and thus to make their con-
tribution to public discussion of the Occitan problem,. the
major French political parties—which the majority of the
people still support—will be persuaded, or obliged, to in:
troduce a greater measure of devolution into the government
of France. That they have refused to do so up to the present
says more about the Republic’s Jacobin tradition than about
the demands made upon it by the Occilans. ,

a7

about to be signed, the gredter

sit counterparts in the Western Pyrénées,
to be found on both sides of the frontier bet-
ween the French and Spanish States, but are more numerons
tor the south where, in the Principar of Catalunya, they num.
proximately eight and a half millon.* Th
however, about 260,000 Cadalans i the north
fronticr who are citizens of France. They live in the distri
Roussillon and rdagne, in the o

cts of
. rartment of Pyréndes
Orfexiales, of which Perp gnan {(Catalan: Perpinyd) is the
principal town and which has a total population .of ap-
proximately 299,400 (1975), Although the State frontier lies
between them, the Northern Catalans s their compatriots in
Spain are ethnically on people speaking the same language,
cataid. This language, which belongs to the Romance family,
is also spoken in the Republic of ‘Andorra {population :
22,000) where it is-used for official purposes with French, and
in the Balearic Islands., , . ,

French interest in thie Ro ussillon (Rosselld) and Cerds ne
{Cerdanya) began two hundred years before these districts
were annexed to France by the Treaty of the Pyrénées in 1659,
They were occupied by the arimy of Gaston IV, Count of Foix,
in 1462, only to be ceded in 1475 by Juan 11, King of Aragon,
to Louis XT who put them under military control; twenty years
later they were handed back » Spain by Charles VI, The
Castilian suppression of the|area then began,; mainly because
the Catalans had become | ancophiles during the French oc
cupation. So oppressive was the ‘Spanish Crown’s policy in
»ussitlon, particularly under Phillip I1, that the district was
trongly in favour of re-unification with France. In 1642 the
town of Perpignan was besieed and finally fell to the French.
Having failed to annex the whole 6f Catalon a, the French Army
retreated to Roussillon, atec mpanied by many Catalans
from Barcelona who'had fought with it against the Castilians.
even years later, however, as the Treaty of the Pyrénées was

part of the local aristocracy,

*As the history of the ,Q.E_.,\.: peuple is described in hapter 14, the present
account will deal mainly With the NortHern: Catalans i .:4, Treaty of the Pyrénces
in 1659, SRV T T e -
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pire, they found difficult
highly  centralised
especially when it became
manent administrative ant
the German Empire, there
in Alsace and French hac
French Government now s
in the three departments
majority, only to ha
President Poinearé

s wilabhy of s decisio
¢ who authorised the teaching of German at
primary level after protests had been made

v in growing accustomed to the
the - French  Republie,
r_?: that there was to be no per-
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I ;z been a French-language press
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t about the prohibition of German
where it was the language of the
reversed by

‘hese misgivings
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?:::__.3 of France, ‘wher

WHS ANROuN 1
separation
so that relipions  instruc
syllabus. The force of Alg
Protestant, prevented this

By now -the  French
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in Parisian political - cir
alsacien”.  Political ‘partie
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the Eilsdssische Fortschri
radical George Woll, and
unification with  Germany
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included ‘the. ereation of
troduction of official bilin
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perialism and supported t
Although Maurice Thorez
Party. was {o express appro

ael i1 :_ L

a_ strong current of regionalist

cling surged throagh large sections of the population after it

24 that the Republic’s laws on the

Fr:ai_ and State were to be extended to Alsace,

r from the

tion would * disapp

atian opinion;. both Catholic and
rove, howiver;:

‘mistakes in * ad-
:EE tic- matters had caused what
fes was  known as ‘e’ malaise
began: to- emerge which were
ds, such- as the Landespartei and
partei, the latter founded by the
which began calling not for re-
~as the French claimed, but for
<m ﬂ_go::_o: for Alsace. Even the
\ _.:?:”: Republican Party,
Em_o:s_ institutions . and the in-
malism among its policies, while
‘Party - denounced  French im-
he movement for self-government.
leader of the 3»: b Communist
yval of the Alsatian movement even
.ﬁ,,zo: m om: 13: ce, .i z:,,. seventh

if it ::;:.: a:::iz.m, sepat
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ace besides French as an official
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ever the common [language of all Scotland, it is
ear fr :S Gaelic element in :I e:tiames that it was
spoken over D Cwide ared Cprestige Janguage
associoted EE Christianity and Tl roas he medium of
poditicn) po to the cast, the ::«:;:a the south. reaching
far ay R ;,,:5,5_:2,, ,,;q i :::TE and Galloway.
fly in the Lothiats, where: the speech was Teutonic, did
aclic not ? ome :_t p ,::::5._; fanguage: In the Islanc
:_ f: v the Vikings ,,m:%:&:i Norse speech
which survived :,:: the modern period, butwherever else they
..,.mﬁﬁu»,w,m.. _,.E, ample in the Hehrides, the: <_r::$ were ef:
setively Gaelicts ! nfluence of Gaelic in the Church
ol | :.,, Synod of ._2::.. and the eventual recognition of
Rome’s supremacy in Scofland, while the bardic orders con-
tinued. 1o flourish: By . the eleventh cen| Gaelic - was
predominant throughout northern Britain language of
a Scotfish- State and - thej major. culture of “its tinte, both
religious and secular, Through Gaelic the art.of writing and
scholarship had been restdred to a large part of Britain and
Euarope as far as Haly ﬂ,::_“ Kiev. The Gaels who today live in
the Highlands, or what| was approximately the ancient
Kingdom of Dalriada, are therefore the remnants of a people
who onee oece :?ng almost,all of Scotland, as well as parts of
what are now the English counties of Cumberland and Nor-
thumberland, ?_,u:.xﬁy even all the _,:E north i the river
Howthen did the decline of S::J:r numm:_ 3 s;z did Gaelic
fail to maintain itsell as the national language of Scotland?

Up o late medieval times, the fortunes am:F_.:F:zmm depen-
2 on :.S i m:& flow of poy

¥

s

e

v in Scotland and its con-
a French-speaking and, later on, an
\ :%: & .,,.1?\;. racy. An-early blow was struck in the
year 1079 when. the King of the Scots and Picts, Malcolm
{Colum - Ceann’ Mérl, a widower,  married th
tglish princess Margaret. She had fled to Ediuburgh with
her brother, Edward Atheling, a representative of the Saxon
royal house,.at the time of the Norman invasion of England in
1066, Up to then English was known only to a few Scots who
had 2:;&,? with: .f:ma::, to the south. But the first
linguisiically mrixed martiage of Gaelic Scotland was to have
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ceping alive the seholarship which had been extinguished by
the barbarians in the rest of Europe. At the same time the
h were continuously under attack from their neighbours.
At last, around 740, the bprder _uogaw ‘Wales and England
was marked by ::, dyke built by Offa; ing. of Mercia. Still
the Welsh were obliged to defend theit territory from the
en, which they did valiantly und 359; masﬁ King
of Gwynedd and ruler of two thirds of Wales.

The earlicst Welsh literature dates: *.2:: this ”:::: the end
of the sixth century, although it was ritten down until
three hundred years later. The poet Taliesin tells of the
prowess in battle of. Urien;. ?Ex of z:mmna a ‘province in
southern Scotland; and: refers to the. respect paid by him to
the bards at his = cﬁa: Auother: poem, Y  Gododdin,
attributed  to >:2:? vﬁ:ﬁ% the heroes of ‘a tribe whose
capital, Caer Eiddyn stood _:.:F,:Sm:aoszzéa of modern
linburgh: :%: war-band was wiped out by Saxon forces at
“atraeth, Catterick in'modern Yorkshire. The courage of the
Welsh in defending their land is celebrated in the lament of
Liywarch Hen who lost all but one of hi% twenty-four sons in
wars against the invaders. Unlike Breton; Welsh thus became
: literary language at a very early stage in its history. The

Welsh :?2:\ tradition, unbroken and :mmz% fourteen cen-
turies old, is therefore among the most ancient in Europe.

It has often been remarked that, from the sixth century to
the present time, the history of Wales is the history of the
Welsh language. Indeed, in medieval times the Welsh word
for language’, iaith, was used synonymously with cened!,
‘nation’. From its beginnings and throughout the period of
Welsh independence Welsh 2, v the lanpuage of government,
administration and law. Several historians have shown that
Welsh in Wales enjoye prestige than any of the
c::,; vernacular ?:m: s of Burope in the same period.
time of the Norman Conquest of England, the

Wales retained its political and legal in-
. The laws of Hywel Dda, a tenth century prince,
in the 2::.? and éa_@? with Latin, was
s it is clear that the status




g .ﬁ@: \\:ru,mq I £t N «Q«QZ/M& . B position of Finnish in aazzzw»:a:o:. ;
w\. m , et . L The progress i Finnish did not-take: Ewnm i::oi ac:z::
J™ . MORwWAY WA ; however.. The Finnish ldnguage. movement had ‘found
; : WS : H widespread m:EE: from among the more liberal elements of
the Swedish-speaking upper classes; some 2% -of the
ﬁzv:r.:::. As long as proiF innish’ sentiments could be ex-
pressed in Swedish all was well, but now the law required that
all documents be _:2:_&; in Finnish and that the schools
should teach 10 the language. Many msa&w?mﬁamxm? began
io change their minds and to suspect that perhaps they were
Swedes after all. But the Swedish language was considered to
be too deeply rooted in Finnish history and toovaluable a link
with the other Scandinavian countries to be ousted from Fin-
nish public life. The existence of a no:ﬁaﬁmin Swedish-
speaking population on the western oomw m» ¢ this opinion a
necessary democratic validity. ,
S0, while the protagonists of m:::é _Scs: as the Fen-
. nomen, organised their own political party, the Swecomen,
: the defenders of Swedish-~spoken by about 10% of the
; pepulation at the. time—also closed their ranks, under the
: leadership of a Swedish journalist August Sohiman (1824-
74). There was a danger at this time that Finland, like
Belgium, ::3: be torn apart by the mounting tension, but
this did not happenr. Finns and Swedes had become so in-
d over the centuries that, in the end, the Swedish-
ys decided that they too belonged to the Finnish nation.
in their I:%.S:ﬁ to Russin, the Finns might be
auestion but were in no donbt, in
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rife continued, with varying in-
{1 War, it was never a
on of economic and social life
s and by the turn of the century the Fin-
::Q:: £ :::i classes . ontnumbered the educated
M: any families were bilingual, with linguistically
ma having little e'fect on the number who spoke
h at this time. One prea ¢ advantage of the new modus
was that the educational tradition—Finnish in content
—-could be shared by both grouyp
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Eider in the south and the
wabit the adjacent islands of

the coastal strip between the river
Wiedau in the north, They also in i
Fohr, Amrum, Sylt, Norstrand, Pellworm, the ten
which form the Halligen group, fi the island of Helgolan,
:.:w area of about RO squs :. ::; s corresponds to the ad-
ministrative units of Eidersted!, Husum and Siidtorndern,
amalgamated in 1970 and now _:::S. as the Kreis of Nord-
Jriesland, 1t had a toial _ﬂE.:,M_mm@: of _mg 302 in 1970, about
6% of Schleswig Holstein’s, and 13% of its area. ,
Although abont 60,000 inhabitants of North Friesland con-
sider themselves to be of Frisian origin, only about 10,000 still
have a knowledge of the Jangnage. %rmé speak dialects which
belong with Wast and East Frisian to the >~._.m__c,3._§§
7::%: of the West Germanic languages but which are unin-
telligible, outside their own communities, to all but 4 few
Qﬁ,:niaa speakers of West Frisian, the language spoken in
the province of the Netherlands, Unlike the language of We
Friesland, the North ﬂ:m_r_: %%ma? have no clearly defined
and officially recognised standard forms, so that the Frisian
who live on the istands usually have to converse with those on
the mainland in Low Saxon. Their numbers are dwindling
rapidly. On the island of Sylt, ?,: :3525 where 150 years
ago the entire population spoke Frisian, only one third « spoke
itin 1927 and no more than a «%E_é_ nd out of 25,000 in 1979,
Little is known about the early history of the North Frisians
cxeept that the first mi;@i arrived peacefully between the
eighth and eleventh ce ? _,,wau :.ﬂ,l were followed by
others after storms rm_g of the
North Sea o the south,
Creestinseln) of Fihy
P pulation of Jutes, with wh ‘
jects of the Kings Ew Denmark and later of the Dukes of
Schieswig, the Feisians _ their own laws based on Jyske
Lov, the Jule Law-books, ¢ :Z ughout the Middle Ages. But
their attempts to win independence ey had won a battle at
Oldenswort in 1252-—were thwarted after their defeat at
Langsundioft in 1344,

rmet a ve » sparse
.sf_:,:.:,_ b osubye
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winry of Denrend sinde 1920
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LreoHL L1 Was DOJOGHT, O whom : | ,
54,940 were  Iris r;%a_mf:,m. Excluding  the 500 Irish- : :
speakers enumerated in Meath by the 1971 Census (becaus
fipures for this area were not available in 1961), this total
shows a decrease of 9.335 (3:3%) in the Irish-speaking
population of the Gaeltacht between 1961 and 1971, During
the same dec .ﬁ; the pumber of non-Irish speakers increased
from 9,986 te 11,042,

The  Gaeltackt, now reducer small, peripheral,
poor and isolated m:,z.«:_;_:% in the far west of the ; " ﬂm{,;,u,%
country, are the last <, iges of a time, twelve centuries
ago, when lrish {Gaeilge) was the 1a nguage of the whole of
Ireland and when all Irishmen were Gasls.

:;,,:, is no agreement among scholars about the precise
date at which :;:,q 5 r:.m:;ma or s _:n arrived in Ireland
but recent archaeological surveys snggest that the first Irish
historians, writing in the eighth century, were fairly accurate
in their belief that the coming of th saels, a Celtic people,
took place in the s same period as quests of Alexander
the Great in 331 B.. They found ;zc:? Celtic culture known
as the Ivernic, alres ly there, but brought their own oral
raditions and language. The word ‘Celtic” in this context i
only a linguistic term, of course, refe rring to that Indo-
T:c?é: family of languages which spread over Europe and
parts of Asia during the two thousand years before Christ. It
i5 therclore known that many different ethnic strains must
have been "amalga n ed in the solidly Irish-speaking
caﬁ:f:o: which existed in Ireland when written records
hegan in the fifth centory b, angd when the Latin
alphabel was introduced with Chy nity. Up to then the ”
Irish had developed an alphabet of their own, the Ogham
seript, which was written mainly on stone. As most of these in-
scriptions consist mostly of proper names in the genitive case
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they are of little historical value, althongh they reveal a cer- , OF _ﬂﬂa%%ﬁumﬂ %ﬂmﬂ%ﬂ% OF -
tain amount about the language used. These forms are to , A oy Borger with North

. ' o . . Areas whera Ovir 25] of s s e « = Border with Nort arn
later Irish what ?ﬁ::;: to French and belong to a period ,, 4 population speak Gastic retand
before the arrival of Christian missionaries but also to one ., z..u Cathofic areas . . = County boundaries
when Lafin grammar had reached as far as Ireland. They ot Northern iretand ,

were abandoned in the seventh century, together with ST o S
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{ & | : the name Médiolanie in recognition of the distinct ethnic
3 character of its inhabitants, and after the Latin name for
® Milan, Mediokanum. The name Médiolanie has been ac-
# cepted by several ethnologisis in Haly and France, including
m Guy Héraud. OF this group, while Lombards, Emilians and
i 1 their caltural identities through
e iedmontese (with- the Romagnols) have
i

oped their own literature in a modest but uninterrupted
Va way since the twelfth century. :
, The area in which Piedmontese is spoken has a population
of approximately 3 million. s northern limit is near Monte
Rosa on the border with Switzerland where, apart from the
serman-speaking village of Land, the upper basin of the
: Sesia as far as Grignasch speaks Piedmontese. Further south,
towards the river Po, the towns of Lissandria, Aqui, Mondovi,
Cuneo, Suluzzo Pinerola, Ivrea and Riella are all included in
. the linguistic area. Althongh not corresponding to the new ad-
z ministrative boundaries of Piedmont, being smaller, this area
& has always been a natural geographical unit which served as a
, corridor, from the thirteenth century, between Rome and
W ad ,, Paris, between Milan and Barcelona, and has prospered as a
- commercial centre accordingly. :

United under the Holy Roman Empire by Count Amadeo
V1 (1343-83), Piedmont was given 2 university at Turin and
its own autenomy which, despite continuous attacks by the
F h throughout the next two centuries, was developed by
the Dukes of Savoy until it was virtually an independent State.
During the eighteenth century under Duke Vittorio Amadeo, the
, ion’s independence was again defended against French and
‘, Spanish- invasions, notably in 1747 when the Piedmontese won

a famous victory at Assieta in the Susa Valley. From this time
dates the beginning of 4 sophisticated literature in Pied-
, montese, including a dictionary and grammar, and the first
: stirrings of the region’s social conscience as illustrated in the
, writings of the reformer Vittorio Alfieri. That Piedmont had
its own character and status is suggested by the saying, still to
2\ , be heard these days, 5&, the traveller from Turin passing

[
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| WL PR A PRIREIPDIC, spiriaal weakness . servilly . men-
AUSTRIA 1 tal inconsis ney c“:a S0 o It is the.clear index of that
AL sspread evil which makes men ashamed to be what they
are . . . 1t is the index of our gradual bastardization, onr

moral decadence, our perversity as a people ethnically distinet

and sutonomous. If we fail to apply a brake to this subtle

form of cowardice we may as well give up hope of a Friulan
renaissance’, . -

There is. no universi

,, newspapers arve publishe

in the province. Two  daily

. each of which carries a page in
Friulan. Radio programmes in the language are occasionatly
broadcast from Trieste and there is regional news on
felevision in' Italian. The theatre continues to Peurish in
Friulan. Local culture now consists mainly of a rich herita ge
of songs, the poetic form konowy a5 the villorie, dances and
customs which include the Mass of Spadone, ted at
Epiphany and followed by fires on the hills, and the bird
: festival of
3 , Friuli has never been economically prosperou
industry of Udine, the docks at Monfalcone and the bree ling
of silk-worms have not been sufficient to absorh the local
labour-force, which is famous for its diligence. On the other

£

The textile

hand, the region is -hoi poor, and the high rainfall and
greenness of the ¢
ming and stock-rearing are the principal occupations in rural
areas, but there are aiso lead and tin mines, marble quarries
and marl-pits. which supply the provinee’s cement and
ceramic factories. The hydro-electricity industry, delayed al-
ter the War, is tow fully rational and there is a major
whart for ships at Monfa , as wellas important paper,
clock, sweets, beer, clothes and chemical factories. Saw mills
and furniture workshops pre numerous, while in the higher
e e em e Bosundary of Frigti Free territory of Trieste | villages, such as Manigo, Pe ris and Gamiporosso the toys,
eereeseneeneeee Linguistic boundary S«YMW& Zone A . | , cutlery and baskets made during the winter .months are

e 1866 Fromtior G famous in Italy. The presence of large tracts of woodland has

sy Zone B : o , : e e . i’ ol P
e 1920 frontier DU - s . supported some of these industries since medieval times.
Area aniexed toYugoslavia , Relations between F

en Friulans and the Slovenes and German-
speaking minorities, established in the area since the twelfth

because the latter, who live in the

YEMICE

\ FRILILI

srmswer e s Erontier up to 1954

Friutan




1 | TR R R R R ARRC) A vis AUSE PAILur s erriiory, i
never his national identity. He was in imperial Rome, paving
; tribute to Caesar in oxen skins: in the ninth ce ntury he in-
vaded England with the Dases and throughout the Middle
Ages He traded in wool and Hvestock all over urnpe—his
coing Mr:\f been found in France and in Russia. By the t ,r
and was one of the mosi prosperons countries s
T Europe and ifs people famous as a pugnacious,
A : _w, :;::;:Z: ig, yet a most unwarlike breed.
( reputation of Friesland as*a bulwark of freedom’ dates
om this ::.:..f Cm threat of invasion by fendal lords

WEST GERMAD

3
Lt

{

[

Q ia_a : s spreading across the whole continent, the
Frisians of the :3::; n coastal areas; trusting in the natural

. : Mmﬁ P "
AN Aa,w _ﬁ:: taries of the marshlands there, sue essfully resisted all

atlempts by princes, connts, hops and even the Holy
Roman Emperor, to subjugate them. These stock-men, who sent
their sons to sea on mercantile adventures, were reputed to be
completely free from servility, unlike their compatriots to the
ith, who were tied to| their land. and thus particularly
vulnerable in fimes of war pr economic crisis. This spirit of in-
dependence is still considered by the Dutch as one of the most

prominent characteristics of the Frisian people. -
tatus as a loosely associated mzév

&)

n

Friestand maintained it
of Free Republics until 1498 when it was taken into the Hab-
sburg Empire.. Through fhe even greater opportunities for
¢ ce which followed, ‘and under :the influence of
Benedictine and ! Cistercian abbeys  which - fostered = the

- nalional  culture and feveloped -agricultural - methods,

‘ Friestand went  on prospering - and’ ifts common  people
speaking their own language. By this time, however, German
and Duteb had-begun to :%.%a Frisian as the tangnage of
law, government, the Church and learning.  Although
Friesland’s fortunes began to deteriorate after 1648, when it
joined the United Republic of :_@ zm:,.m:z:a the Frisians

persisted in considering t r.mm p cv_o s;:::

what was a strongly. federa

modern: Frisian Movemept

Among the pioneers who s

BRI : language and its literature,

, . B . Gysbert Japicx (1603-66),

¥
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ROZUALEC, The
culture with some pre
equipoise with reference to
_:.r\:E:r\i .; any othe ﬂz.‘

..r t, :ai:m,,_z‘_ en
T:,:: which was not broke
began to take on a separats
tury.  Linked  politically

Languedor, and with
Catalan was pulled away f
the south and west in the
neighbours. The speech of
province, is a zons of trar
and the western dialect of C

Compared with French oy

consonantal quality and so
more ‘abrupt’ than either,
sophisticated, mainly beca
other than 4 and the sp
ol Spanish (e.g. cielo) do
This roughpess iy regard
primitive feature of theirla
o that any attempt to eradi

Nath

noot-a-communtty which enjoys a
asion (o permanence and pe

sessing
elona)

aenltural c.m:_aa ﬁ‘m. Bar

125 o ::.y Gallo-Romanee
rly enltural link with the south of
0 untif about 1250, the language
.&m::? aE _:m the @FS,,::, cen-
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678 Linguistic Minorities in Western Europe. . ‘ , The Lapps e ; 679
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dependetice, which they lost 'only in. 1422 after the battle of
: Arbedo. This was the first heavy %?3.2, the Counfederates
who were thrown back onto- the heights®{ the Gotthard.
Twently vears later they won back the Leventina after ‘the
surrender of Milan’, at which the Valley was taken under the
protection of Urd. Stll their autonomy. was respected: they
had complete internal self-government, went to battle under
their own officers and elected their own representatives. There
serman-speaking administration in the Valley apart

was 1o O
from the Governor, and the Ticinese were alw: ays addressed

no . m by ,m_:.u. an thorities in' Url as ‘cari fedeli apparenti com-
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QM‘_ & i Thus in the conrse & two amn..:_ﬂmm, the Maggio Valley and
=L 2 %z Locarno having fallen to the Confederates in 1513 and the
J ﬁ ks & Blenie Valley in 1496, the whole of Ticino had become Swiss,
mﬂ ;i 5 W pa 1: through voluntary union and partly by conquest. It was
~IZ e 8y “ <, however, into a single canton: the cight provin-
we g F o2 po ces remained isolated from each other, each with its own
ﬁ,_mru & , E::f and under the protectorate of different sovereigns. As
, “ result of this annexation, {or that is what it was except in
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3 % 2 5 ,, occasions, in administration and in church. They are an an-

” « ¢ 2 35 cient residue of (he Middlg High Gernian of the thirteenth
mm £ E g5 | and filteenth. centuries, “having preserved mich of their

” o I ] ‘ 3 original v_,.c:,::qt&::, a vocabulary, ‘particularly in the
! higher valleys. For the chili, standard German is therefore

L A mbre of less a E:AS: if not a fore E: language-—as different

m : from Siviss Geriman ds Hi :, German is from; say, Dutch. In-

! deed, the dialects dre such an important factor in the Swiss-
German identity that :S did much to. J:n:r::,: the
people’stesistunce to pan- -Ger wanism and the Third Reich.

I is said sometimes that fhere is no Swiss Umpangssp-
rache, (language of everyday use) fo &wm man from Bern
speaks Birndditselr and the man from Zirich Ziiritidiitsch.
The only comimon form among éciﬂ of Swiss German is
Grossratsdentseh=-*the German of oc::? councillors’ but
this, in fact, is written High German spoken according to the
rises of dialect. It may therefore also be said that there is no
Swiss German langouage, only. an endless variety of dialects

which are used according to geographical ‘situations, class
considerations and age-group. Nevertheless, the dialects show
no signs of dying out. When, in the 1860s, the Swiss Dialect
Dictionary was being planned, the objsct was to preserve the
local peculiarities for the delight of later generations: the
futore, most believed, lay with High German. Yet by today
more people speak Swiss German than ever before. The
dialec widely spoken in the Army, on radio, in la

court 1 councils, in churches and even in the schools.
De tenacity as a spoken form, Swiss German has
only o smallish literature, deamatist C, F. Hebel (1813-
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