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_H.ow REPRESENTATIVE Thomas S. Fo-
-ley of Washington State it was an
average workday, nothing special, as he
put it.

He arose at 6:20 am. and read the
morning newspapers at home. He stud-
ied the coming day’s schedule as his
wife, Heather, drove them from their
District of Columbia apartment to the

" Capitol. A lawyer, she serves without

>

pay as her husband’s top adviser.

By shortly after 8 o’clock Mr. Foley
was breakfasting on scrambled eggs, ba-
con and Sanka in the House dining room
with three men from farm groups.

Thus began a day that would be domi-
nated by Mr. Foley’s role as chairman of
the House Agriculture Committee.

Representative Foley, a 46-year-old
Democrat from Spokane, has been in
Congress 10 years, a relatively short
time for the chairman of a major com-
-nittee. He was elected to the job in
January when House Democrats voted
out the former chairman, W. R. Poage.

In spotlight. The new job gives Mr.

Foley top command over a Committee -

staff which has been nearly doubled to

38 so far this year. It makes him a man to

know in Congress for foreign diplomats,
lobbyists, farm organizations and Ad-
ministration officials.

The chairmanship has swollen the Fo-
ley work load as well. An aide estimates
the Congressman now spends twice as
much time on Committee business as he
did last year. He finds appointments
already are being made for him for as far
ahead as December, for example.

Mr. Foley travels home to Spokane
about once a month. His district covers

‘roughly the eastern third of Washington
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11 SOLID HOURS OF FARM PROBLEMS

State. “There is always more to do than I
can find time to do,” he remarked.

Starting with breakfast, Topic A for
Mr. Foley was a bill designed to raise
floors under farmers’ prices. Both houses
had passed such proposals. It was up to
Mr. Foley to direct the arrangements on
the House side for a conference commit-
tee which would seek a compromise on
differences between the House and Sen-
ate measures. The working out of the
details went on all day. )

Over the bacon and eggs, said Mr.
Foley, the farm spokesmen he breakfast-
ed with “didn’t ask me to do anything.
They just wanted to know where the bill
stands now, so they can inform their

—organizations.” :

_ Then, Mr. Foley walked beside bud-

" he invited in Deputy Assistant Secr:

3
ding trees to his office in the Longu .-
House Office Building. :

Without a desk. The office is i 14
Mr. Foley has spent thousands of hi: 1
dollars furnishing it. His office i :
desk. Instead, it is laid out like 4
room, with a contemporary:sty}:
easy chairs, glass coffee table, tele i |
stereo and a Bokhara-design rus -
Pakistan on the floor.

.When Mr. Foley arrived at §-3(
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of State Julius Katz, who was waitin
wanted to discuss importation of
and sugar and the need for focd
serves. The chairman told Mr. Katr 1.
he anticipates “very generalized he.:-
ings” soon on sugar imports. :

For the rest of the morning, Mr. Fol ¢

Mr. Foley, who chooses to work without a desk, spent much of his day conferring v .

visitors in his modernistic office. He paid for many of the furnishings himse’




chaired a closed-door caucus of the 27-
member Democratic majority on the
Agriculture Committee. He uses a con-
cillistory manner to bring together
swmetimes-contentious members.

This time, there was little dispute over
plans for conferring with the Senate on
the farm bill. The meeting ran smoothly
until the ringing of bells announced that
the House was in session at noon.

On this day, Mr. Foley was one of the
first members recognized by the presid-
ng officer. Standing at a microphone,
the Agriculture chairman formally asked
that a conference committee be ap-
pointed on the farm bill. No one object-
=d. It would have been highly unusual—
and the request was granted.

Roaming the floor. While on the

. floor, Mr. Foley roamed among both

Democratic and Republican members,
shaking hands and talking.

“If I'm on the floor just long enough to
vote, I talk to six or eight members,” he
id. “If I'm there for an hour, I may talk
10 25 or more.™

By this time, it was 1 p.m. and time for
1 Mmeeting with delegates from the Na-
vonal Livestock Feeders Association.

Despite skipping lunch—as he often

>—Mr. Foley still was late because of

" 4vote. When he did arrive, he found the

legates  concerned about
packers' going bankrupt.

Mr. Foley told them the Committee
7Y soon consider ‘some assistance for

Meat-packers. But he noted that bank-

" meat-

UPtey bills usually are the domain of the

iciary Committee. He said he bas
ed other chairmen to stay out of his

Mfsdiction, so he wanted to do the
ame.

At 1:.35 s :
affice 2 p.m.,, Mr. Foley met in his

. b with the Australian’ Ambassador,
I atrick Shaw, and his agricultural
°hé. They wanted to discuss prob-
fommon to the U.S. and Australia.
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After the Australians left, the chair-
man summoned four top members of his
Committee staff to plan activities for the
next several days. Summonses to vote
kept interrupting. Said Mr. Foley: “Con-
gressmen-are controlled by bells.”

Nevertheless, by 3:40 planning had
been completed. Conference negotia-
tions also had been worked out by phone
with Chairman Herman Talmadge of
the Senate Agriculture Committee.

Waiting when the staff meeting broke
up was an official of the Agriculture
Research Institute, with an invitation to
the chairman to address a conference in
October. It was tentatively accepted.
Speaking invitations come frequently to
the chairman and he accepts a number,
sometimes receiving fees. of up to
81,000, as do other Congressmen. .

Diverted from time to time by ringing
bells and telephone calls, Mr. Foley
spent the rest of the afternoon talking
with agricultural spokesmen about prob-
lems. There were representatives of the
American Farm Bureau Federation at
4:10 p.m., 2 man from the National Cot-
ton Shippers Association at 4:40 and, at
5:30, members of the American National
Cattlemen’s Association.

Then, at 6:30, the Washington Con-

gressman sat down with his personal
office staff to review incoming and out-
going mail, check what was happening
on problems several constituents had
with federal agencies and to see if he
needed to return any telephone calls. .

Mr. Foley has a full-time staff of 16 to
help him on. noncommittee work. He
maintains offices in Spokane and Walla
Walla as well as on Capitol Hill.

Dinner in Georgetown. At last, at
7:45 p.m. as dusk gathered around the
Capitol, Mr. Foley left his office for the
day. He caught a ride to a Georgetown
restaurant, where he met his wife for a

small dinner party.

The hosts—Anne Armstrong, former
counselor to Presidents Nixon and Ford,
and her husband, Tobin, a Texas ranch-
er—also had as guests the two Texas
Senators and their wives and three other
couples. ‘ .

The conversation, Mr. Foley said
afterward, was “purely social,” mostly
Washington small talk.

" Back home about 11 p.m., Mr. Foley
watched the evening news on television
and then read papers brought home
from the office until about 12:30.

Does he yearn for less hectic days®
“For the record—no,” says Mr. Foley.
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