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Tnbal Flhpmos spokesperson and jary.-

Internatlonal Tnbunal

Condemns Marcos Reglme

‘The Permanent People’s Tribunal

. November 3 -condemned the Marcos
- ..government for - “biatant abuse of
. state power.” The Tribunal judgement,
. rendered afterthreedays of hearings in
- Antwerp,
- regime

Belgium, -added that the
“is -~deprived - of*

“society “and-

Filipino or Bangsa Moro peoples.” - -
The Tribunal also “.affirmed-as a

- matter of legal right that the National

Democratic Front-(NDF) and the Moro
National Liberation Front (MNLF),
‘tegal’ status in- -international

enforce the rights of their peoples, by
armed struggie ifnecessary...[They] are

recognized “as enjoying the interna-

tional status “of ‘being legitimate re-
presentatives= of - their respective
peoples.” e .

THE PERMANENT PEOPLES
: TRIBUNAL
The Permanent Peoples’ Tribunal (PPT)
is an international -legal body- es-
tablished following the historic Algiers

Declaration of the Rights of Peoples of

July 1976.- Thé-declaration, and the
proceedings. and decisions.of the PPT

s legitimate:
< standing as a government in ‘inter-
) ! lacks-. .the-
- competence to-act -on ‘behalf of the -

_ and - the:-peoples’
'themselves to lmplement these de-

are groundedon established pnncnples -

of international law. Like the - Inter-
national-Court of Justice; the PPT has
neitherthe authority northe apparatus -
for-enforcing’its ‘decisions. It relies on.-
the. force of international public opinion
‘liberation- forces: -

cisions.
The Alglers Declaration is gunded by
the principle that governments and

international -institutions created by .

governments, ~should--not-~ enjoy.- a*
monopoly .:over ..

as of their'own country, have the. right

-and obligation to shape emerging law -

in accordanceé with-human needs and

human ‘values. Such an- obhgatlon i

according-to the’ Declaration,-is és-

pecially:-significant

‘widespread: and -intense; go- unpun'-’

ished,” and are - often’ committed™ in~ .
_projects, Marcos may be forced to shift

concert WIth mternatlonal lnstltutlons

The appeal for a heanng on the

Marcos dictatorship was presented by

the NDF.and the MNLFE. and accepted. -
by the -PPT in Bologna;-italy on June.
24,1979:Tenj 1urorswere thenselected

: Contlnued on page 4

o) lawmaking. . It= is"~
‘committed. to the notion that indi=-
€d. 10 _the notion. that INTE ° The memo is beliéved to
viduals, as citizens of the world as well paper for the January- 1981,

‘the “Consultative ‘Group in. Paris. The -

in-the -present-
period ~where “crimes --of “state - are.

_.President.- Marcos, - even -if-
~situated.as Prime Minister; wouid have,; -

World Bank Memo
Says Marcos Rule
“Precar/ous

‘A-recent’ confldentral memorandum

reveals that the World Bank believes =
the -Marcos ‘regime-to- bein-anin- .
- creasingly “precarious” posmon Mar=.- -
cos; says the paper-maysoon be forced

to lift martial law orfacethe likelihood of
being deposedin a. muhtary ‘coup.

‘The memorandum was revealed to .

the -press- December B -ats . ‘press:
conference “in- Washmgton DG

_-sponsored by the ‘CongressTask Force: =

of ‘the Anti-Martial > Law_-Coalition ~
(AMLC) and: by-Counters ! ine.

Corisultative Group is madeé up of the

*~ World Bank; the International Monetary
"Fund (IMF),:-the - Asian - Development

Bank and representatives of:countries
who. provide “development”- and and-
Ioans to the’ Ph|||ppmes ;

Af current trends continue, the memo- -

toa parhamentary -system -“in ‘which

- serious difficulty remaining in power.”
Although the _report- discounts the

- possibility of a coup agalnst Marcos m
Continued on page g
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From FFP to PSN:

‘New Support Group Formed

On October 31, 25 delegates of the
former Friends of the Filipino People
“(FFP) from 7 major cities met in
Berkeley, CA to launch the Philippine
Solidarity Network (PSN). The new
nationwide organization-opposed U.S.
intervention in the Philippines and
supports the struggle of the Filipino
‘people for freedom and genuine
democracy. ,
According to-Elaine Elinson, the PSN
National Coordinator, the necessity for

~ the founding was twofold:

“First,” Elinson explained, “recog-
nizing that the U.S. is moving rapidly
into a period of increasing militarization
and forceful domination of Third World
countries, we see the need for a strong
solidarity organization to oppose U.S.
intervention.in the Philippines. With the
upcoming presidency of the hawkish
Ronald Reagan, it is certain that we will
see an even more aggressive defense

. of U.S. corporate and military interests
in the Philippines and throughout the
world.

“Secondly, because of serious di-
vision in the past year and a half in the
former FFP, we feel the need to launch
anew organization with a clear political
purpose in order to meet our goals.”

The PSN founding statement
elaborated on this point by saying that:

“To repair the damage and division
that was caused by the split in FFP in
1979. We maintain our criticisms and
differences which were the substantive
issues underlying that split. We believe
that the action of splitting the or-
ganization was divisive and did not

benefit the movement. At the same
time, since the other FFP has con-
sistently demanded that we drop the
use of FFP as our name before they will
consider any level of cooperation, we
feel that for the - interest of the
movement and in the interest of unity
and repairing the damage of the split
we can-change our name. ]

In the same spirit of unity, we seek
cooperation and joint activity with other
groups, whenever possible ‘and ap-
propriate, to further strengthen our
movement.”

The FFP was founded in 1973 as an
immediate response to the imposition
of martial law in the Philippines. Over
the years,.the FFP conducted major
campaigns - directed at both the U.S.
government and broader American
public -on political prisoners, U.S. aid to
Marcos, and U.S. bases in- the

PE:

Ya

Philippines. As U.S. foreign -policy -

began to shift to a more openly
aggresive posture, and U.S. support for
the Marcos dictatorship further
consolidated with the signing of the
renegotiated U.S.-Philippine Bases

Agreement in January 1979, the FFP. _

had to reexamine its activities and
goals to meet the challenge of the
current political realities.

Recognizing this political challenge,
the founding statement of the PSN
explains the importance of solidarity
work specially in this period:

“The turn toward a more militaristic
policy abroad -has been accompanied
by an upsurge in right wing jingoism at

" home. In the U.S., we are witnessing a

return to cold war hysteria fostered by-
the ruling elite. War and aggressive
‘patriotism’ have always been usedasa
traditional antidote by a troubled elite
to defuse domestic crises.

We believe that the American people
must develop a broad movement to
oppose " rising - -U.S. ‘militarism. ‘We
believe that the U.S. and Filipino people
share a solidarity of interests because
we . confront - the same oppresive
system. We . also believe that the.
movement in solidarity with the
Philippines can build in strength by
linking up with -the progressive
concerns of the American people and
lending them - as ‘international per-
spective.”

Following the tradition and history of
the former FFP, the Philippine Soli-
darity Network will be conducting major
educational campaigns -in this next
period. Among other campaigns, it will
pursue its project to gather -labor
resolutions condemning U.S. support
of the Marcos dictatorship. In"-con-
junction with this project, the PSNis
currently forming a labor team to go to
‘the Philippines in January. This group
will link up with the labor movement
there to investigate labor conditions.

Currently PSN chapters are involved
in a campaign to exert pressure on the
Marcos government to release Sixto
‘Carlos, Jr.; a political prisoner.

The PSN invites people who share
these goals to join in the campaign
work . and encourages interested
parties to contact the following ad-
dress: 707 Wisconsin, San Francisco,

 CA94i07.0

Negros Mayor, Aides
Arrested for Murder
of Lay Leaders

For the 'sugar town of Kabankalan,
Negros, September 16 marked the
gruesome re-appearance of seven
peasants, missing after the Philippine
Constabulary (PC) arrested them at a
wedding party six months earlier.

Sugar cane ready for harvest covered
two graves: one of four bodies, their
‘heads bashed in; another of three,
squatting and gagged, buried alive.

"Three of the seven were acitve in
local Catholic association which was
organized by a local priest to protect his
parishioners from lawless elements
and government abuse. )

Two lay leaders of the same as-
sociation, German Moleta and Alex
Garsales, had disappeared Easter
Sunday, only to be found five weeks
later as decaying corpses in a shallow
grave.

In Bacolod, the sugar barons or the
Continued on page 3 -
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'campalgn is unflnrshed proclalmed’—i
iimates -‘of - Bicutan ~Detention

. Centerastheylrftedtherrhung' stnker .
- last’‘November:20.

“We ~have - merely entered into a:

different,: but no less. decisive phase. -
We havetovrgllantly makesurethatthe. .
: initial responses of the. government are -
translated into concrete action.” S
"7 Theircomment appeared in-an open
,letter“toourfnends issued the daythe

strike was-lifted.
' ‘The detainees ‘were referring to a
" promise made by President Ferdinand

“.Marcos  two- days ‘earlier -that “the--
majority” or “a substantial number of . -

lnmates would be’ released ‘soon’.

"The Bicutan prisoners had- lau'nched R

rthelr ‘hunger strike: to dramatize ‘their-
unfulfilled demands .‘of " release - for —
" detainees: never-charged with ctime,” -

granted bail, or ordered released by
civilian or military authorities: They alse
 had demanded a hike in their daily food

. budget from P4 (60¢) to P8 ($1. 20) per :
. person. - -

PAPAL NUNCIO VISITS
- The four-day hunger strike following a
) 14 day " limited - fast- arcused more
" nmational  and . international: attention

than: any- action by’ Filipino ‘political

" prisoners to date. -
] Particularly notrceable - and em-

" 'parassing to-the:Marcos regime - was

the roleplayed by the church. Whereas
previous detainee ‘actions -have been
supported. by -activist- -oriented” mem-

- of the Philippine clergy, this time, even '
the most conservativechurchelements -

expressed support for the pnsoners in

-~ ‘one way or another. :
¥ have come 1o kneel before you

becatise: you are:thé image of Christ,”

announced ‘Papal - Nuncio  Bruno
Torpighani arriving at the herght of the
fasttosaya Sundaymorning mass: The
concern_of- the conservative- Papal

'representatlve clearly struck a sen-

- sitive-nerve; .
‘Two: days:- later
_ Cardinal Sin; who had been repeatedly
~denied permission to “visit the - pri-
soners; “visited - Malacanang Palace.
. Theirformal purpose to-announce the
.- fortheoming: February- visit of Pope
- John.‘Paul ll; At the same time they
_piéaded ' the detainees case and
"~ received Marcos’ promise. .
“What is ‘substantial?” however

asked the detarnees intheirletter. “And:

when.is soon?”
“At - 'this ~point,
concentrated  .on

our

‘prompting . - ‘the

~governmeént to act on’its promises as:

‘he and Jaime_

efforts . ,are :

‘soon as possrble We have made
'enough 'sacrifices.”

indeed, - the strike’s _ toll

exhaustton “one suffered a - liver

disorder while Father Pepito Bernardo:

expenenced an: attack of cerebral
malatia:

.The detamees sufferrngs d|d notend :
‘with their physicalwoes, butincluded a -
variety of reprisals. Visiting rights were ..
limited and quarters were padlocked.:

Most serlously, two prisoners;: former

. :Manlla T/mes edltor Satur Ocampo and: .

“-confinement.. L
. Both-Qcampo:and Luneta however,
‘resisted being transferred.-They went - .
- 1imp~zand ~had to'be- dragged-from .
““Bicutan: raising clenched fists. Their -
“fellow inmates - responded by locking” -

“arms,- forming.  two. -fines along. their .

;promise to
- .number’ of Bicutan detamees :
.7 2. Dialogue between “Deputy De-
= fense Minister-Carmelo Barbero and
- ihe ' prisoners- on therr demands to*
+ 7 -occurimmediately;. -

on. -the -
detainees has been high. Seventeen
collapsed ‘and-had_ to be- brought.on -
stretchers to the camp-infirmary.- While .-

most suffered -from . weakness’ and gmajor

ath. and singing “Ang Bayan- Ko v

EIVE MAIN ISSUES -

-1 Fulfillment -of - the - President's

release-a-

3. Return’ of Ocampo and Luneta 1o
B|cutan :
4. A halt to further reprrsals

7 od osolrtary,

“ We call on-you...dear: friends to umte
and -work: -with “us.Zin._-carrying _ this
- struggle’ to its successful conclusion,”
- urged-the “detainees .in their letter. -
“They-identified five main: issues: at the' o
“gurrent stage of the ¢ampaign:. o

i

“substantial -~

- 5. Lifting of all restrictions imposed o
.~ ddring the fast and hunger strike. -

~As'of pressitimé:Marcos hasissueda =

soners.

i “Promises llke that have been made
. before
tional Coordlnator of the Antl Martlal:'

~commented _Rene: Cruz,Na-

Law Coalition.: .
- “Let -us-see . whether - “he

country, -let " us -.see whether : the

_detainees. regard thls number as- -
substanttal”’l:l L

 ARRESTS ... s

in - the:

*'promlse to: release 34 -political pn-

¥ really:j B
©_releases thém. “And, given. the “hun--
Vdreds of polmcal “prisoners :

A hac:enderos vrrtually own the land and'
L the law Efforts of townsfolk to comei}’,, -

B repressronVWIth the a|d of pnvate :
S armfes and the Philippine Army:

‘However, mass.indignation over the -

-discovery of Moleta’s and :Garsales™
graves proved:-effective. “Prodded: by =
] assertiveness,. .
Bacolod -Bishop -Antonio. Fortich went

the - townspeoples
to:Manila-and demanded -and got the
removal of the PC chiefforthe province.

barno were also removed
Meanwhile, - former
~Pablo- Sola;

whose - family

- Soldeirs *accused “of terrorizing - the;' '

Kabankalan'f' o

plantation yielded “the bodies was
subsequently arrested-alongwith threej

aides-and 15, soldiers.

However, Sola. was - released andi}
offered refuge at the PG ‘compound.in -

watchfulness now
permeates the town -

. nearby Bacolod: The“peaceful™officer
is-due to leave for advanced military
.police training in the .S next year. An

- -atmosphere---of.,
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Tribunal .

Belgian choir at solidarity night.

from a list of fifty internationally
recognized legal experts and civil rights
personalities who compose the PPT.

The ten were: Sergio Mendez
Arceo, Archbishop of Cuernavaca,

- Mexico and a leading figure in the

progressive  wing . of the Catholic
church; Richard Baumlin, legal expert
and member of the Swiss parliament;
Harvey Cox, Professor of Theology at
Harvard University and author of the

_influential Secular City, Richard Falk,

Professor ' of International Law at
Princeton University and well-known
environmentalist; Andrea Giardina,

"Professor of International Law at the

University of Naples, ltaly; Francois:
Houtart, Professor of Sociology and
expert on Third World Development at

the University of Louvain, Belgium; Ajit

Roy, political commentator fo .the
Indian Economic:and Political Weekly;
Makoto Oda, noted Japanese novelist

and vice president of the PPT; Ernst

Utrecht, Indonesian sociologist, lec-
turer at Sydney- University in Australia;
and George. Wald, Professor of Bi-
ology at Harvard University and Nobel
Prize winner, who served as presndent
of the jury.

As prosecutor, the NDF and the

MNLF -chose Muireann O’Briain, a
lawyer from Dublin, Ireland, active in
human rights causes. As the staff of the

PPT set in motion-the legal machinery.

of the tribunal, the Komite -ng
Sambayanang Pilipino(KSP,Filipino
Peoples’ Committee) was set up to
publicize -and gain international re-
cognition for the trial. Headquarteredin
Antwerp, the KSP was ably assisted by
a committee of Belgian supporters of
the Philippine struggle.

The political process -of the tribunal
did not begin in Antwerp, Belgium on

October 30. When the -gppeal was
accepted by the PPTinJUne 1979, the
case began to be discussed in the
Philippines and in hundreds of other
places throughout the world..

The result of this process was more
than 8,000. letters and-petitions. from
the Philippines-and some 6,000 letters
from all over Europe, the U.S., Canada,
Hongkong, Australia, New Zealand and
Japan, all of them calling for the
condemnation of the U.S.-Marcos
dictatorship. and for the recognition of
the NDF and the MNLF.

Apart: from local observers, 500
people from, Germany, Sweden, the

Netherlands, France, England, lIre-

land; italy and Spaln plus observers
from the United States, Hongkong and
New Zealand attended the various
sessions of the Tribunal. Extensive

_press coverage was provided by

attending journalist and through press
releases by the Tribunal press.
committee.. The Tribunal's verdict was
announced at press. conferences in
Antwerp and Brussels. 7
Tribunal guests were also treatedtoa
variety of film and slide presentations,
an extensive photo exhibit, books,
pamphlets, posters, buttons, maga-
zines in six different languages on the-
Filipino -and Moro ‘struggles. In the
second evening of the Tribunal, cultural

groups from Sweden, ltaly, Belgium,

Germany and the Philippines pre-
sented songs and dances to an
enthusiastic audience. On Sunday
afternoon, while the. Tribunal delib-
erated on its verdict, European support
groups met to present future plans and
to listen to the messages. of solidarity
which had poured in-from all over the
world. :
NDF TESTIMONY

A number of the dramatic high points

‘of the Tribunal was provided by
.. witnesses from various social sectors

represented by the NDF. Particularly
effective was Victoria de los Reyes, a
member of the New People’s Army, who
presented a devastating description of
landlord. abuses and militarization in
home province. Wada Taw-il, a tribal
Filipino from.Northern Luzon, provided
a thorough account of the disastrous
effects ‘of ‘government “development”
projects on'the Kalinga and Tingginian
peoples.
Perla Silangan, a representatwe of
the  student “sector, described the
militarization of the Philippine edu-

- tional system over the last eight years.

“In-my school, the University of the

.Philippines, hordes of military agents,

informers, and police prowl the:
campus to spy on and harass student
militants,” she revealed.

Government manipulation of the
mass media-and of popular culture was
described in detail by Salud Torres, a
former employee of the government’s
Ministry of Public Information. Explicit
guidelines have been provided to the
media to convey a benevolent image of
the dictator and his wife and to portray
NPA members as “terrorists® or
“amazons,” Torres pointed out. Several
newspaper and magazine editors have
been reprimanded  for printng
unflattering pictures of the First Lady.

Antonio de la Cruz, a Manila union
leader, described the deteriorating
conditions of workers under martial
law. “Most companies,” he said, “do not
pay the minimum wage®The Employers
Confederation of the Philippines re-

ports that .only 30% of employers pay .

the minimum wage, and the Ministry of
Labor admits that it is only 10%.”
Government and management re-
pression has failed to stun the tide of
worker resistance, however, de la Cruz
added. More than 90% of the more than
400 strikes between 1975 to 1978
were ‘“illegal”. or in defiance of the
government ban on strikes in “export-
oriented” and “vital” industries.

The condition of Filipino women was
the subject of the second testimony of
Perla Silangan. “Our sister workers are
exploited as cheap labor relative to -
men workers. Their wages...are
generally lower than those of men.”
Prostitution, Silangan noted, has been
systematically cuitivated by the regime -
to attract tourists. Peasant women are
especially victimized by militarization in
the countryside. “When soldiers
commit abuses, women suffer the
additional insult of being sexually
abused.”

Concluding the NDF section of the
Tribunal was NDF spokesperson Luis
Jalandoni who attempted to capture
the reality of the NDF as the vanguard
mass movement opposing the: U.S.-
Marcos dictatorship. “The NDF
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NDF spokesperson Luis Jalandoni.
comprises a mass membership of over
one million, with -the following un-
derground organizations as members:

the New People’s Army,the Communist

Party . of the Philippines, the Revo-

jutionary Movement of ‘Peasants, the

Revolutionary Movement of Workers,
Kabataang.  Makabayan- (Natronalrst

" -youth), the Association of Nationalist
:.Teachers; the Christians for National

Liberation, and the Natlonallst As-
sociation for Health.”

. - Jalandoni also. noted that while the.
NDF adheres to the principle of self-

2, “we - find".it. an.” imperative.. -

international f'

reliance;

o ~ ‘support and solidarity in the face of

incfeasing assistance -given by U.S.

" imperialism-to the Marcos dictatorial
" regime...the effect of a positive verdict

on the- Filipino people cannot be
underesfimated...Especially as ~we
intensify. -our " efforts to.. bring - the
-struggle 'to. 'a -higher 'level of the

- -strategic. de’fen's'rve the proceedings
here are an added blow to US.

rmpenahsm ?

: MNLF TESTIMONY

Followmg the NDF to the witness’

'stand were MNLF " representatives

‘Abdurasa Asani, Hatimil Hassan and

-~ Parouk Hussin.- Asani traced . the
rhrstoncal basis for the Moro peoples
“right

0. self-determination from
Spamsh colonlahsm 1o the period -of

- American: colonial rule to the current

neo-colonial regime.:

“Asani and* Hassan, " in = separate

- since -

~ World:--Bank and

presentations, prov'ded an overview of
the history, organization and policiesof -
the MNLF and the Bangsa Mero.Army.

The- MNLF; according to ‘Asani, is the
vanguard ‘organization - of the ‘Moro

people ‘against Philippine colonialism, -
It is also now a de facto-government:
it~ “has- been ‘assuming-- civiF
functions in its controlled zones ali: over

- -the.Bangsa Moro-homeland;-acting in- - -
- that manneras if it-were; forall intents . -

and purposes, a regularly orgamzed

c government”

Asani- expressed the MNLF’s deep

--appreciation for the'NDF’s recognition
‘of “the “Moro -peoples’-right - to. self-*
.~ determination. The. MNLF; Asani said;
“is~not:'now ~a. member of the. NDF.’

“Whether “or.-not it will .become a

- member ofthe NDF in the future willbe -
-~ the subjeot of negotlahons ata hrgher

level.”::
The- genocrdal proportrons of the

military campaign being-waged by the -
* Marcos' Tegime' ‘against  the ~Moro
- people was.outlined-by. Parouk Hussin.

“More :than- 100,000 -innocent Moro -

“lives; mostly children, women-and the

aged have ‘already: perished, about

- 300,000 dwellings-"burned-:down, -

calculable worth of-properties wantonly
destroyed and almost half of the entire
population uprooted from their homes;
lncrudmg the over 200,000 refugees
now in the neighboring state of Sabah. -

Hussin- also documented ‘the: par- -

ticipation of the U.S. in‘the war with his ™

presentation; as evidence, of ;parts:of ~

an American supplied F-86 Sabre jet"

shot _down--over. Mindanao- and -the

charréd plaque of a V-150 commando

mini-tank—:an episode which provided
one of the- dramatic points of the:trial.:

BASIC ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL
: - REPORTS

The basrc reports on the economlc
repressmn 'of the Filipino and the More’
peoples weré delivered -by: Dr. ‘Joel’

. Rocamora .~of -the Southeast :Asia

Resource ‘Center in Berkeley; Cali-"

fornia, while the report on the political - -
repression of the Filipino peoplé-was -

given by : Dr. Walden Bello of the.
University of California at Berkeley.
Both Bello and Rocamoraare members
of the International Assocratlon of

" Filipino Patriots.

Describing the sharp- decllne in‘the

- “living ‘standards of Filipinos under the
" _martial law dictatorship, Rocamora said
that the pnénomenon mustbeseenas

the result of the “export -led ‘devel-
opement strategy” - imposed by the
the -Internationai
Monetary Fund. In Mindanao and Sulu,
Rocamora said in a separate report, the
displacement of Moros by .northern
settlers and multinational firms backed -

‘up ‘by the ‘repressive force of the

Marcos-regime,; has created a situation

where “the Moro. -people have been

Irterally pusheu to th bfmk" “They S
:.have been margmahzed .and -impov- " - -
~_erished by. thé-very. same political -~ -
‘and ‘économic: forceés “which are un-~ .
leashingat anunprecedented pace the .~ -
- productive potential of the region’. =7 .-

~ Political . repression, acco,rdingj'to
.-Bello; must-be seen:in the context ofa - :

“fundamental shift in the form:of neo- -
colonial'control from formal democracy © - - -
to authoritarianism — a move. necessi= .-

“tated" by. -the reeent ‘economic- and - .. .
political needs of imperialism. He-also . -
‘warned:-of possrble U.S! attempts to- - -

inthe evenf the ..

~situation becomes unmanageable He -
expressed doubt -however, ‘that ‘any- ::

“U.S.-imposed successor could avoid

“resort - to “terrorist dicta- - -
- torship to~ contain ‘the’ effervescent'
esca|at|ng mass - movement - against -

: mequalrty and foreign domination.”-

replace Marcos. -

having to

By the time the Tribunal concluded;.
jurors-had beerr presented with abourt

~-3,000 ‘pages -of personal testrmony,"

" “basic reports; -political * positions and -

~ supporting documents. As. Tribunal”

. President George Wald putit: “We have -
hereavery, \/erythoroughmdrbtmentof" i
‘the"Marcos- regrme and US com-

pucny

AN OUTPOURlNG OF SOLIDARITY '

A tremendous outpourmg of soh-"-f
darityfrom all"over the world greeted
- the Tribunal.”
- _petition signatures fromthe Philippines

Apart:-from . the: 8,000.

and-the 6,000 letters: from four-con-

~ tinents,. some 500--messages of so- "~
~ lidarity - from :
feminist; and " cuftural-. organizations:.. . -
were also received. Among them-were =

labor; - political; -

messages from the Communist Partyof - :
Indonesia; the: Coalition - for: a-New
Foreign and Military. Policy (U.S.), the-

~“Pan “African :Congress - of:-Azania (8. -
Africa),. the ‘Movement. of: the -Revo-: -
lutionary Left (MIR) Chile, the Eritrean- ~

Peoples Liberation-Front, the Sinn Fem -
(Ireland) and many ethers i

,Finally,, messages came*from— the-
New People’s Army, the Christians for -
“National Liberation and othermember_ -

: organlzatrons of the NDF: “The NPA,”

reads its messages; “wishes toexpress

" its profound. gratitude for the keen

interest you-have sown’in-our lifecand- =
death struggle - against- the brutal;
corrupt, and puppet:Marcos clique'and
its  U.S. ‘imperialist-‘masters. Your.
sincere support for this just-and noble”
cause lightens our Hearts and further -
strengthens our détermination to carry
on- the -fight;" .no “matter what" the'

'sacrifices. may be: May-our-unity ‘and "

friendship€ontinuetoflourishi-May the
solidarity.and-material-support among

our people and the peoples of the world

continue to grow strong and bear more
magmfrcent frurts "D o S

-social; -
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TRIBUNAL JUDGMENT

The Tribunal considered the joined
complaints separately, yet in view of the
interlocked character of the struggle,
framed its judgement on behalf of the
Filipino people and the Bangsa Moro
people in identical terms.)

1. The Tribunal finds that the Marcos
regime by its reliance on “permanent”
martial law -and' numberous. blatant
abuses of state power is deprived of
legitimate standing as a government in
international society ~and  lacks the
competence to act on behalf of the
Filipino or Bangsa Moro peoples;

2. The Tribunal finds that treaties and
agreements imposed by the United
States on the Philippines, admittediy
with the complicity: of successive
Philippine governments, are null and
void as “unequal treaties”, and that all
obligations incurred underthem should
cease forthwith. In this connection, the
Tribunal declares invalid the latest
international trade agreement, signed
in October 1979 and known as the
Collantes-Murphy Agreement, being a
replacement for the expired Laurel-
Langley Agreement of 1954. It also
finds null and:void the Military Bases
Treaty of 1947 and its recent extension
in 1979 by Executive Agreement;

3. The Tribunal condemns in the most
rigorous -terms the program of dis-
placement and physical extinction that
is now being waged by the Marcos
regime against the Bangsa Moro
people and has already deprived them
of much of their ancestral land and
made roughly -half. of - their number
refugees -and exiles; the cumulative
effect of this program has been the
commission of the crime of genocide;
4. The Tribunal considers that the
abuses of the Marcos regime have
contributed excessively to the deg-
radation of women and to their
economic and sexual exploitation;

5. The Tribunal condemns, -also, the
United States Governmentforitsrole in
sustaining , supporting and encour-
aging the Marcos regime to act on
behalf of its economic and global
strategic interests in violation of the
rights of the Filipino and Bangsa Moro
peoples and calls upon it to cease such
activities in support of state crime
forthwith .and to renounce all of its
“rights”- obtained by way of unequal
‘treaties and to respect from now on the
tull sovereignty of the country, in-

cluding the status of the National -

-Democratic Front (NDF) and the Moro

National Liberation Front (MNLF) as
legitimate representatives of their
respective peoples; -

6. The Tribunal, in this regard, calis.on
world public opinion to be especially
vigilant- of possible -attempts by the
United States government to replace
the Marcos dictatorship ‘with another
dependent, neo-colonial regime during
this - period of increasing popular

resistance to a govérnment that has
its credibility: and capability;

lost

i= -

7. The Tribunai also notes that the

International Monetary Fund, the World
Bank and the Asian Development
Bank, despite the stated purpose “to
help raise the living standards of the
developing countries,” are playing a
crucial role in sustaining, supporting
and encouraging the Marcos regime,
despite its commission - of systematic
state crimes and calls upon these
international financial institutions to
terminate these relationship that abet
the violation of the rights. of peoples
and are responsible for disrupting the
life and threatening the very existence
of such tribal peoples as the igorot and
Kalinga through their support for high-
technology hydro-electric projects;

8. The Tribunal censures a series of
American, Japanese and European
muitinational corporations for their role
in violating the sovereign rights of the
Filipino and Bangsa Moro peoples,

including their legally protected right to

sovereign control. over natural .re-
sources and calls upon these cor-
porations to cease their activities,
compensate the Filipino and Bangsa
Moro peoples for the depredation of
their resources, and to avoid all further
interference in the internal life of the

S Philippines,
* 9. The Tribunal - censures - also the
“transnational commercial

banks for
their role in sustaining. the illegal and
criminal  activities of  the - Marcos
government -~ and of multinational
corporations and - calls upon these
banks to-cease their lending activities
that reinforce criminal undertakings
harmful -to the -Filipino and Bangsa
Moro peoples;

10. The Tribunal also denounces the
various ~actions of non-governmental
organizations,  including the educa-
tional, religious and ‘trade union or-
ganizations to the extent that they lend
support to the. Marcos regime by
supporting economic projects -rein-
forcing the existing social order;, by
training local elite and: by misleading
workers and peasants, through the’
formation of fake- organizations that
pretendtowork forthe people butare in
reality tools of the regime;

11.. The Tribunal . finds Ferdinand
Marcos guilty of grave and numerous
economic and political crimes against
his own people and against the Bangsa
Moro people and declares him unfit to
govern and subject to severe pu-
nishment for his past wrongs, including
economic plunder and failure to protect
the sovereignty of his country from neo-
colonial interventions;

12. The Tribunal finds the corrupt and
plundering Marcos “entourage” guilty
as accomplices and perpetrators of
numerous political and economic
crimes and declares them subject to
punishment by an appropriate criminal
tribunal;

13. The Tribunal acknowledges that
the Bangsa Moro people are entitled to
the right of self-determination; it
welcomes also the guarantee by the
MNLF that should the Bangsa Moro
people decide to establish a separate
state all minorities are entitled to
entirely equal rights irrespective of
race, religion or national origin; further,
the Tribunal welcomes the common
position of the NDF and of the MNLF on
the crucial issue of self-determination;
14. The Tribunal concludes that the
armed struggle between the Marcos
regime and the Filipino and Bangsa
Moro peoples qualifies in international
law as a condition of belligerency and
that, accordingly, the parties should
respect fully the provisions of the
Geneva Conventions on the laws of-
war, an observation made necessary by
the numerous atrocities committed by
the Marcos soldiers over the years;
15. The Tribunal calls upon world
public opinion, - progressive govern-
ments, organizations and individuals to
lend their support to the struggle of the
Filipino. and Bangsa Moro peoples to
achieve national self-determination,
liberation from the Marcos regime and
the neo-colonial system of repression.
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Has the World Bank Given Up on Marcos?

The recently revealed World Bank
memorandum on the Philippines’ is
noteworthy not because of what it says

- but because the -Bank says it. The
conclusion that the Marcos regimeisin

an increasingly precarious situation is
not exactly original. But as the Wall
Street Journal (Dec. 3, 1980) put it, the
memo “is strikingly different from [the
Bank’s] upbeat forecasts of the past.”

Why the sudden concern over the
fate of the Marcos regime? The in-
troduction to the memo provides an
explicit answer:. “..the viability of the
economic liberalization reforms,
supported in part by the conditions of
the 1980 industrial/structural adjust-
ment loan, depends on the politicai and
administrative capacity of the gov-
ernment to implement the program
without provoking highly destabilizing
reactions.” -

A POST MARTIAL LAW SCENARIO

The Bank's conclusion is that the
“political and administrative capacity”
of the Marcos regime has been steadily
eroding in the last few year. This
erosion has been such that it “could
result in the lifting of martial law undera
parliamentary system. in which Pre-
sident Marcos, even if initially situated
as Prime Minister, could have serious
difficulty remaining in power..."(p.2)

Barely concealing its distaste for the
prospect, the report says that the
restoration of “democratic practice”
would result in 1. a legislative “more
sensitive than the executive to local
constituency interests,” 2. the decline
of the power of technocrats “unlessand
until ‘the new administration want$

them,” and 3. increasing nationalist:

pressure on economic policy-making.
(pp.13-14) :

It is clear that the third point is the

most threatening prospect for the
Bank. “The nationalist position -of
Marcos’ opposition- commits them to
support nationalistlegislation, evenifat
a rather high economic costs (sic). If
not, the precarious inter-class coalition
cemented by the nationalism issue
would be’ jeopardized. An industrial
program based on foreign investment
would in all likelihood come under

 strong attack.” (p. 14)

The memo ‘also notes that “the
combination - of- Marcos’ declining
popularity, the tenuous support for the
traditional politicians of the opposition,
and the absence of support for the
technocrats leaves a vacuum that may
well be filled by the military.” This is

unlikely to occur inrthe short term (“i.e.,
the next three years’) “because of the
close ties between Marcos and the top
officers.” =

But “..one consequence of the

.military’s greater- involvement in the

operation of state controled enter-
prises has been that the armed forces

now have greater institutional stakes'in.

maintaining this system intact, and
therefore 'may be more prone to
intervene in order to protect these

.interests.” (p. 12) -

“The economic policy preferences of a
military government ‘are completely
uncharted,” the memo says. “Only two
considerations can be stated with any
degree of confidence. First, the
younger officers, whose. political at-
titudes were molded by the more
radical period of the 1960's, will be
assuming higher positions within the
military in the coming years. Second,
the military, given its expectable
preoccupation with national security
and self-reliance, is likely to be at least
somewhat more nationalistic in its
orientation than Marcos has been.” (p.
13)

The World Bank's questionable
assessment of the- military’s politics
provides an index. of its fear of
economic nationalism. lts stake in the
Philippines cannot be counted only in
terms.of the billions owed to it by the
Marcos regime. - Its function as an

instrument. of imperialism, -and in’

particular, the United States, is ulti-
mately political. Thus its fear of
nationalism.

The “economic liberalization re-
forms” that the memo sees threat-
by political changes in the Philippine
political situation are precisely the
“reforms” that it has pushed in the past
decade. In particular,the highly con-

troversial 1980 industrial/structural
adjustment program of the regime. is
financed by a $200 million World Bank
loan.

Under this program, the regime will
reduce tariffs on imported finished
goods from the 100% to 120% rangeto
between 25% and 30%. To cushion the
shock on the Philippine manufacturers
the government will use the proceeds
of the World Bank loan to import capital
goods, industrial raw materials and
spare parts for a number of industries
the government has tagged for
overhauling.

The World Bank stake in the success
of this program is great. The Philippines
is the Bank’s testing groundfor this new
category of loans called structural -
adjustment lending.” In the past, Bank
influence on Third World ~economic
policy had to be worked through its
project loans and in the case of the
Philippines, through its key role as chair
of the Consultative Group. With the new
lending program, the Bank can now
demand changes in national economic
policy -as a precondition for providing
structural adjustment loans.

“Only two other countries - Kenya and
Turkey - have availed of these loans and
the Bank is unhappy.with the results for
neither country has “delivered” on the
internal reforms required: According to
the Asian Wall St. Journal,{Oct. 8, 1980)
South. Korea and Thailand, two po-
tential borrowers, “are still reluctant to
accept this program. “So far,” the
Journal says, “only the Philippines has
accepted the demands that go with it.”

At first glance, the bluntness of the
memorandum’s assessment of Marcos’
political fortunes would seemto in-
dicate that indeed the World Bank has
given up on Marcos. More careful
reading of the memo shows, however,
that its writers still see Marcos and his
martial {aw regime as the best possible
regime for implementing the -Bank’s
preferred policies. '

What is not clear from the memo’s
analysis is whether its writers think that
Marcos’ decline is irreversible. This
judgement is probably being left for
higher levels of the Bank’s heirarchy to
make. It is a decision that is of
momentous significance to the Marcos
regime for the Bank alone accounts for
some 40% of the -development grants
and loans of the Philippines apart from
being -influential .in the lending de-
cisions of other countries and
commercial banks.

Continued on page 8 -
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" from the fact that Marcos’ predicament

. - derives,-in large part, from his having:
- followed the advice of the World Bank
- and the IMF: The report; for example,

focuses: orithe - degcline - of ‘Marcos’

'support among domestice.. entrepre-.

neurs:-as a’ source of-his: political

] weakness It ascribes this decline to:r1 .
‘the ‘increasing “importance “6f - multi-:
_national ‘corporations in the economy;
- 2.the expansion of the state enterprise
- sector; 3. the fact that “local firms-with: -

particularly good connections with the

‘Marcos - administration - are’ consoli-..

dating: their: advantages; and, 4. the -
removal- of tariff and other protectlve -
-measures from focal industry. ;
- All of these developments are either &

dlrectly or indirectly the result of Bank

advice. As such, the -memo cannot be-
-expected to recommendthe reversal of -
. these:policies even if doing so would

- “enable Marcos: fo regaln some of -his
"+ political strength Thus the amblva- i}
tence Lo - .

“CAN RONALD REAGAN SAVE
“FERDINAND MARCOS
- Another reason - for

writersare wellaware ofthe factthatthe

“Bank'is not going to make any major

changesin"its policy towards Marcos

: “independent ‘of the mcommg Reagan

administration: And it is not yet certam

,exactly what Reagan’s’ pohcy will be,
oo+ Marces’ celebration i of Reagansr
. victory: may be premature. The overall:
~ thrust- of -Reagan foreign - policy -is
- certainto.be conservative. Reagan will
_"defend U:8. " sécurity -dand economic
~. interests: more “assiduously.. He- will

deemphasize human -rights ‘conside-
rations. He-will-increase . U.S. military
assistance to - Third - World regimes

- facing national. liberation: movements.”
- But--hé ‘is also likely ‘to have:less
‘patience with puppets- ‘who are in: -

effective defenders of Amerlcan m-

terests. !
Itisin this sense that the World Bank

memo:is significantfor it suggests that
Marcos has indeed been increasingly

' “ineffective in ‘preserving the delicate
~balance of martial-law pohtlcs Taken:

together. with -the -almost unanimous
animosity .of - recent. newspaper - -edi-

torials, the World Bank memo suggests

-that there are key-elements of the U.S.-
and ‘World -Bank- policy-making staff.

who may-be laying the groundworkfor -
persuadmg Redganto dump Marcos:

Partlcularly srgnmcant in this regard
is-an-opinioiipiece forthe Asian Wall St.

- Journal ‘(Nov:- 27, 1980). by Richard --
Kessler Deputy Dnrector of the Center

the - Bank's :
“ambivalence on ;Marcos’ fate is that its -

for Strategic and internationai Studies,
- Georgetown University. Kessler goes’

further than the World. Bank memo.in

The report’s amblvalence alsocomes* _i'suggestlng that “the U.S." must be
~prepared - to
~ downfall notlmpede it |fastable allied;

democratic state-‘is “our “policy " ob-

accelerate Marcos’

jective.” He‘then outlines exactly what

“steps’ the. U.S. must take to. bnng
© Marcos down .

Kessler public. position on. Marcos is
_important - not -

‘only: 'because ‘the
Washington-based Centerfor Strategic
Studies_is ‘closely identified with the
ClA, butalso because - Ray -Cling; its
director, is‘one of Reagan s.key forelgn
policy advisers.Cline is also reportedly
a top candidate ‘to replace Richard
Holbrooke.as Assistant Secretary of

State .for Asian Affairs.. James Lilley, -

another candidate: for: Holbrooke's

--position alsohas strong ClA ties having"
- beena CIA operatlve inthe Phlllpplnes

in1957.

Whatever the Reagan administration
and the World Bank decides, the
struggle in ‘the“Philippines will con-
tihue. Any -decision, whether pro-or-

anti-Marcos, will be premised on the
g . interests in the
. country. The Bank miemo came closeto

preservation of U.S.

appreciating .this reality when' it said
that - “..the  opposition; “which has
CrttIClzed martial faw as an integral part

.-otits attack on-Marcos, infact opposes

both martlal law . and Marecos’ lead-

ershlp per se fora host of political and

economic reasons that would’ persist
even if :martial law had’ never been

- imposed.” (p Q)D

.- additional. "

World Bank

: theshort tem na;so pomtsoutthatthe’f

“military -hasg the capabahty and:-the . -

"institutionatintetest in maintainingthe
. current'system. Once Marcosus;udged -

& liability from-the vantage pointof-the: -
military's “interests, it may weH move*f'—j
agalnst him. : . L s

The memo also outlmes “alternatnve'

- political “scenarios” - with" a.view of

charting-ways “in which  the U.S.-

" =dominated development . bank - can’

-maintain_its overwhelming influence in
economic. policy-making:. It suggests,

-however, the Bank's preference forthe.
current regimein view of the probable-

:“nationalistic™ pohcues of post- Marcos :

governments

The document reflecfs “the World
Bank's concern over the deterioratirig
political conditions-in the Philippings
which - are “exemplified: in_the  recent-

~_bombings and -worker _urrest. This .. -
‘concérn,. CTF dlrector Walden ‘Bello” -~

points. out is” particularly acute since.
‘thie ‘bank "has been ¢losely ldentmedl .
“with the -Marcos regime.: - i

“The docurnent reﬂects the'WorId"'

Bank’s concern over the detenoratmg :
pohmta! conditions’ in the Philippines -~

-which™ are exemplified:in the-recent. -

bombings  and- worker - tGnrest.- This

concern, CTF director. Walden Bello™ =

points out, is partlcularly acute since’ '
the Bank has been closely tdentmed"'

- with the Marcos regime. The Bank is

alsoworried about the fate of more than

$2 billion fent to the regime and the
$3.9 billion: in - loans’

committed for 1981 t6.1986: .

The secret memorandum, prepared,'f L

by the staff of the East Asia Division of -
the” Bank (AEADB). -and-. _entitled

“Political and Administrative Bases for
“Economic - Policy .- Making in " the. -
Philippines,” was recently provided to PETEE

the Congress Task Force by -Bank-
sources. Released November 18, the

14 page memorandum was issued only =

to""selected - Bank officials. - It ‘was

accompanied. by a note from LE .
Hinkle, acting chief of AEADB saying. .

“Since the contents of the paper- could- -,
be controversnal ! would "appreciate.”

your treating it accordingly.” -

. The memorandum -has ‘already. re-. .-

-ceived considerable media- attention:”
The CTF/Counterspy Magazine press

conference was well attended Onthe: = = -
same.’ day, the . Wall. Street Journal';i -

carried an. extensive story-.on: the:
memo. Underscorlng the importance of-
the. memo’s- exposure, CTF- Director
- Béllo.- said;
policies WhICh affect the fate of mllhons:

of Filipinos should be determined in =

secret- by :a handful of” people -and:
mststutlons”D T

“We: do -not think-that -
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TENANTS UNDER MARTIAL LAW

by Simone Mennen, Davao City
Philippines November 1980

“359,000 Tenants Now Own Their
Own Lands” proclaimed the headline of
a recent article in Bulietin Today, a
Philippine national daily. The article
explained why “the government has
succeeded - in - restructuring the
countrys once . oppressive agrarian
system.”

When President Marcos declared
martial law in 1972, he claimed that
land reform was the cornerstone of the
New Society (a eu phemism used for
military rule). In. an attempt to un-
derstand what eight years of martial law
has meant for people and iand, |
travelled to the island of Mindanao
once considered as the “promised
land” for settlers.

In Davao del Norte | spent a day with
87 farmers, some -of whom had been
tilling the same 1and as tenants since
1956. Their landiord had sold the land
to ‘a Filipino businessman named
Florendo - who - represents President
Marcos’ personal business concerns in
Mindanao and-who is the Filipino link
for United Fruits. (Chiquita bananas.)
Soon bulldozers came, accompanied
by the military and the ownerin his jeep.
The 'subsistence farmers with no
vehicles among. them except two
bicycles chased after the bulldozers,
trying to stop them from ploughing
under the crops. | ate under the trees

with the farmers and their families
whose houses had already been
bulldozed, rice, corn, greens, a few
small fish - it was the last of their
produce. Some of their clothmg had
more holes than cloth.

When the people filed complaints to
the major and appealed to the go-
vernor théy were sent a few bags of
rice. “What kind of crazy action is this?”
asked one of the farmers. “They plough
under our crops and then give us a bag
of rice. Why don’t they let us eat from
the fruit of our own labor?”

What has happened to the pro-
claimed land -reform intention of
President Marcos who said as early as
1965 “It is my fervent desire to see
every farmer own the land he tills.”

The land of these farmers will be used

to grow crops for export. They are
experiencing on a local level what most
Third World countries are experiencing
in the international economic order.
The policies of powerful institutions
controlled by the elite of American-
European-Japanese world are to push
developing countries. away from a
policy of self-sufficiency into an export
oriented economy.

As the possibilities for self reliance
and local control are “bulldozed” under,
the Philippines accepts in return “bags’
of rice” in the form of AID projects,
World - Bank loans with strong con-
ditions attached and commercial loans
for which they pay dearly.

These farmers of Davao del Norte are
a symbol of the widespread trend of
transnational corporation expansion.

In a neighboring province of Bu-
kidnon, a Philippine corporation, San
Miguel, in partnership with Nestles is
planting thousands of hectares in
coffee. In the same province, -the
Bukidnon Sugar Company - is = ex-
panding its operations. Small tenant
farmers -are forced off their land. The
local parish priest reported, “The
former occupants are dismantling what
is left of their houses and are moving
away, come back to Bohol (another
island) -some -to the coast, to other -
provinces, - to the places they originally
came from in.uncertain hope to chance
a better living.”

“The hope and dream that sustained
it is over, broken by the almighty sugar
cane. But the sugar cane that will. grow
here is bitter. The land that will give it
growth has been irrigated by too many
tears - tears of mothers and fathers who
watched in-utter heiplessness while
their little farms which by their sweat
somehow kept their children fed and
schooled were plowed over forcibly for
more important sugar cane.” .

In South Cotabato where the Dole
banana and pineapple plantations
occupy 2/3 of all agricultural land in the

_ municipalities, expansion’ is claiming

the lives of the very tenanis that
agrarian. ‘reform promlseg to eman-
cipate.

In January 1980,the Dole bulldozers
arrived . at the six hectare farm of
Lamberto Gonzaga. The landlord had
contracted this land to Dolefil for
conversion to pineapple. The crops
were almost ready to be harvested.
Corn, vegetables, coconuts, fruit trees
and bananas were bulldozed. Present
at this bulldozing was an official from
the Ministry of Agrarian Reform. Mrs.
Gonzaga described what happened.
“My husband was so grieved at the
injustice in the .presence of a MAR
official who is supposed to protect a
corn tenant as decreed by Excellency
President Ferdinand E. Marcos. My

. husband could no longer contain his

anger, his mental anguish considering
a bleak future for him, for me and for our
nine children. On the eve of January 14,
1980 he committed suicide.”

“In contrast to the pre-martial law
days, life is now on the sunnyside for
the Filipino farmer.” begins the article -
on land reform; Sunnyside or suicide?

The number of rural landless. and
urban squatters grows larger. As
people’s options for livelihood de-
crease, their commitment to an. al-
ternative system that can insure real
land reform increases. -



Ph/llpplne Lrberatlon Couﬂer

November-December 1980

Thelr morale obvrousty hrgh some

- 125 organizers and supporters of the -
- ‘Anti-Martial - Law - Coaliton discussed:
-the group’s strategy atits’ 7th Natronal

Conference- “at. - Fort- Mason, = San

- Francisco October-31- November 2.

The delegates came from Chrcago
New - York, Washington,D.C,,

Seattle;” Van-

Rene Cruz,

biggest and “refiected the growth in the
AMLC’s base this past year.” -

. The conference focused.its attentron
B ,on an analysis -of the -Filipino .com-
“munity and how- the Marcos regime,--
. through its consulates tries to-win its.

onalty Participants- targetted - the

“consefvative- camp”

'—,groups such “as -CONPUSO (Confe-

deration of:-Philippine-U.S. Organiza-

_.tions) ‘and - - traditional-: community
_councils as the’ consulates’ main: base, )
of support.: )

‘But if the commumty cannot be -
‘swayed by “presidential achrevement,

-awards, cocktail parties, hollow calls to

uhity or-even _pretenses of supporting

the communrty against discrimination,”
the regime will Use.intimidation. to get
the community in line, the conference

“-concluded: Marcos’ recent call for an
extradition “treaty with 'the U.S. was -
_cited as an-example of how the regime -
. tries to extend the climate of martial law

-7 to the commaunity abroad.

- "We mustvigorously fight any' ex-
- ‘tradition. treaty. - To~ oppose Marcos’

repressive rule is a democratic right of

--every Filipino: Irvmg here and: must be
. ~defended,” Cruz, tagged by Marcos as
‘one of 30 he wants arrested for the .

- - ,recent bombrngs _stressed.

U.S., MARCOS, RESISTANCE

ANALYZED -

. Other political presentations were
_made by Romy ™ “Capulong, ex-LABAN-
(political party) leader: Aimee Cruz,” . -
KDP and former national coordinator of

the "NAFL-FNG; and Elaine “Elinson,

. national - coordinator- of  the newly- .
founded Philippine Sohdanty Network

(formerly FFP). -

Capulong offered a: perspectrve onj
‘the.recent bombings by charactenzrngi .
. them as signs of a serious:split-in. the -
Philippine ruling: class. He traced the -
- history of this elite and warned the-
- conference of the consistent behaviour

of political -leaders. from this class:

- “They canarticulate thegrievances and
7'asprrat|ons of the Iower classes but -as

-Los -

" " Angeles, San Jose; San’ Dtego Sa-
.cramento, Honoluly,
- couver, Toronto, Montreal, andthe San
Francrsco-Bay Area.. .

) re- elected Natronal,
Coordinator by the conference 'said

:that the gathering.was_oneof the

- foreign
- oppression.” L
“Elinson: exptamed thatmartral rule as -

-a form of government is not-uhique.fo - -
_thePhilippines but is an “international
that in an~

_.ments;:
composed . .of.

: countrles rt domrnates :

: '»Thr
- crisis,
‘violence: even: from his: |
“within the _elite Clas
~termination of the-NPA and the MNLF-
to- push “their strategy: of ‘prolonged.

'therr forebears the rIIustrados have
““shown, “they wrll usethe: "people’s’ -
- bargammg Ieverageto gain. set#servmg
concessions from the people senemy.”"
National

Demoeratrc ‘program.. to:-the confe-
rence, traced the-link: btween “this

Cruz, explammg the -

alternative and the Katrpunan revo-
lution- -of 1896. “She -described the

present. movement symbollzed by:the: :

New People’s Army as a “continuation . -
. of the. unfinished revolution. against. -
domlnatron and domestrc:

phenomenon.”> She -said -

increasingly desperate bidto protectits -

. economic_and ‘military-interests -from

the growmg national: liberation move-
the U.S: "has -caused -the

replacement of formal democracy with -

‘rightwing dlctatorshrps

‘ON E-YEA—R riLAN’oF ACTIoN

The conference 'assessed that 198Ir 7

will: be even more- difficuit for ‘Marcos.

.combined - with™

nd -the . de:

guerillawarfare, However, the U.S: “will
continué - its " - support” for

the U.S. bases now hold.in fight of the

__many

AM LC Holds Seventh Natrcnal Conventlon

U S “warhke forergn polrcy ” Onlym the

face of extreme political instability in -

“the: Phrllppmes will the-U.8: decide to:

‘replace = Marcos

‘Speaking tours and-other projects’ that *
“have provided-updates onthe situation-
-inthe Philippines. It also set itssight on -
~“fighting Marcos’ ongoing attempts to
.control the Filipinos abroad,” basedon™ -

the conference

concluded:

Basedon thrsassessment the AMLC :

vowed- to-improve-its. educattonal ant
agitational= programs such as’ “forums

- the confetence’s analytrca dlscussxons

-of the.community. .

-New “plans: mapped out by the

“conference for 1981 also include  a--

* ‘campaign to mobilize the community :

againstan extradition treatyand theFBI
investigation - of . epposition. -forces, -
Christmas ‘caroling to raise funds for
the:AMLC, an educational campaign:to-
expose-martial- law’s effects -on the-

.. immigration of Philippine: labor-to the

B Mrddle East, Canada, the U.S., etc a:

- AMLA and IAFP members at conference

S due to the continuiing economlcf -
-increasing .-
litical rivals’. -

‘Prudente, -
;Bonta ‘andSr. Caridad Guidote to-act

campalgn to expose the “tentactes” of )

the regime inthe'U.S. and Canada,and © -
. i eaking tours of studentand -
: Iabor leaders. ‘from the Phlhppmes.,

AnAMLC church liaison committee’
was. -also:set up " rncludlng Ruth-
“Jon Melegrito,” ~“Cynthia

-.-@s resource for various church human

- rights. Gircles. Mario ‘Hermoso: -and

-Pablo-Valdez were accredited as the

Marcos
because of the-increased-importance

;dlnator 0 -

_AMLC’s representative to the -iabo, S
unionsin the Bay Area. Aimee Crizwas ~

elected East Coast Regronal Coor- R
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Marcos Pushes Extradition of
Exile Opponents; U.S. Reluctant

U.S. officials. last November 14

pledged continued aid to the Philippine

government in its efforts to prosecute
U.S. residents alledgedly connected
with the recent wave of bombings in
Manila. )

The pledge was backed by the
announcement that Michael Abbell,
Director of the Office of International
Affairs, had been appointed liaison
between the U.S. Department -of
Justice and the Philippine government.

Thisinformation, contained in a letter
written ‘by U.S. Ambassador to the
Philippines Richard Murphy, was
released in Washington following a
threatened diplomatic protest -by the
Philippine government.

Murphy's ‘letter outlined Abbell's
mission saying that he would consult
regularly with - Philippine authorities
and review immigration . policies . to
avoid allowing “known terrorists” into
the U.S.

FBI INVESTIGATION

_This latest action follows the logic of
the FBIl's action last month when the
Marcos regime released a list of 30
persons wanted in connection with the
bombings. Twenty-two were U.S. re-
sidents = allegedly pinpointed by
Philippine government witness Victor
Burns Lovely. ’

At that time, U.S. authorities agreed
to investigate the U.S. residents to
determine whether, in their opposition
to the Marcos regime, they had violated
any U.S. laws.

Both ex-Senator Benigno Aquino
currently living in Cambridge, MA, and
ex-Congressman Raul Daza, now living
in Los Angeles, were subsequently
questioned by the FBI.

The FBI sought to ascertain whether
the suspects had violated either the
Armed Export- Control Act or the
Neutrality -Act. The long-dormant
Neutrality Act prohibits U.S. residents
from engaging in “subversive activities”
against other countries.

PUSH FOR EXTRADITION TREATY

As the ‘Marcos government handed
its wanted list to Washington, it began
agitating once more for an extradition
treaty with the U.S. The implications
were clear: the regime wanted the
opposition figures to be deported to the
Philippines for trial.

Within one week of Marcos’ an-
nouncement, 250 telegrams poured
into the White House opposing the
treaty and asking for a halt in the FBI
investigations. Telegrams came from
members of the community called to

emergency . meetings by the—Anti-

‘Martial Law Coalition (AMLC) as well as

from its church-based and other liberal
supporters. : 7

In the words of Aimee Cruz, East
Coast AMLC Coordinator, “We are
fighting for two different, yet closely
related reasons. We are protecting our
democratic rights- to express our
opposition to the Marcos government,
and at the same time, we are refusing to
allow the climate of fear under -martial
law to be extended to our community
here.” O

' PRIEST ARRESTED . . .

Hon. Juan Ponce Enrile
Minister of National Defense
Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City

Philippines

Cardinal Jaime Sin
-Chairman, Catholic Bishops’
. Conference of the Philippines
375 Arzobispo St.
Intramuros; Manila
Philippines

Rev. Pedro Magugat-
- Chairman ECTF
Rm 15, CAP Building
372 Cabildo St., Intramuros
Manila, Philippines

BOMBING UPDATE

Three months have passed since the
first in a’series of bombings rocked
Manila. Despite arrests and alleged
confessions, identity of the April 6
Liberation Movement remains a
mystery.

The plotthickenedwith the arrestand
“tearful” confession of a New. York
Philipine Tourism Office employee.

Doris N. Baffrey admitted to having
planted the ‘bomb which exploded at
the 50th Annual American Tourist
Agencies Association ~(ASTA) Con-
vention, October 19.

She said that she had been recruited
as a courier and was told that “it was
only a firecracker and no one will get
hurt.”

Baffrey's arrest was announced in a
nationwide television report - made by
Marcos himself. He also said that 15
other persons have been arrested in
connection with the bombings  al-
though names were not disclosed.

SALONGA JAILED

Confirmed arrested, however, is
former Senator Jovito Salonga. A
known Marcos critic, Salonga was
served warrant at a Manila hospital
where he was being treated for asthma.
This ailment, family spokespersons
said, was aggravated by the 197I
bombing of the Liberal Party’s “miting
de avance” where Salonga sustained
deep chest wounds.-

Salonga has since been arrested and
detained in the same cell where
Benigno Aquino spent 7-Y% years prior
to his release.

The overseas oppositionists’ in-
volvement, however, appear to be the
main focus of major suspects’ con-
fessions. Victor Burns Lovely signed a
21-page- testimony. implicating many

Movement for a Free Philippines (MFP)
personalities.

- Lovely was arrested along with two
brothers after a bomb he was rigging
prematurely exploded. His testimony
was offered as a state witness, andwas
thereby granted immunity.

DENIAL OF INVOLVEMENT

Lovely's statement includes a
purport guerrilla training = program
conducted in the Arizona desert. It was
supposedly under the direct guidance
of Steve Psinakis, a ‘San Francisco
businessman and his brother-in-law,
Eugenio Lopez, Jr.

U.S.-based oppositionists denied
involvement and support of the
bombings. They comprise a majority of
Marcos’ “wanted” list which Marcos
expanded to include non-MFP leaders
like Rene Cruz and Alan Constantino of
the Anti-Martial Law Coaliton.

While the bombing may have “rattled”
Marcos into issuing ASSOs, its re-
verberation is felt many times over by
the country’'s No. 3 dollar-earning
industry.

Cancellation of the ASTA convention
was not only a P5 million down the drain
for the Philippine government,. it was,
more importantly, a loss of tourists who
won't risk life and limb for the cheapest
hotel rates in Asia.

The April 6 Liberation Movement’s
motives for the ASTA bombing do not
enjoy the support of the stronger
national democratic movement. But it
did score some damage on the
government-sponsored programs.

Tourism official Gregoria Araneta has
been quoted by the Far  Eastern

“.Economic Review as saying. that the

bombings will set back the tourism
industry by another 10 years.O



_implication” of -this.:trend
v - Philippine relations. The PSN position

- s clearly expressed-in-its toundmg,

'statement Wthh says that L

Philippine' Ltberatiorr ri'C':our/fer
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The “International 7
Filipino Patriofs warmly welcomes the
“founding _of the  Philippine. Solidarity
" ‘Network (PSN) We' aré confident that

-this' auspicious--event will result .in
-~ greater and more sustained efforts to- )
~-stop “U.S.- support “for the  Marcos.
dlctatorshlo and to build'supportforour

people’s “struggle for. freedom and'
genume demOCracy -

. The PSN is both a new-and an old

-organization.lt is old in the sense that it
.~ builds upon the work and the sacrifices
~ of ‘'members of the. Friends of the
"Filipino People (FFP)..Some- of them
have joined the PSN; others, hopetully,
will work with it in.one form or another,

-in- the future. The PSN is new-in the

sense that-it distinguished' itself from

the FFP through its. assessment ofthe. . ! sn 1S
- exists, shows an organizational -flex-_
ibility which. should serve it well in‘the. _

curent political situationin the U.S:and
through its - recognition of  the - orga-

o ) :,_—,,,nuzatronal changes required by such an
assessment .

T he identiﬁcaticn of arightwardtrend

~ " in:U.8. foreign policy.is not a matter of

dispute. What has been at issue is'the
in U.S.-

o7 he 1980 “Carter Doctrme” of in-
- creased military spending, reinstitution
. of draft” registration,7and ‘open and

= -vigorous-support-of dictaterships, has

““had a direct-impact on-U.S.-Philippine’

relations.” With~ the. upcoming presi--
whose
. -foreign. policyis even- moré: hawkish
- fromthe outset, it is-certain that we will
“-’see an-even more aggressive defense

- dency of Ronald Reagan,

‘of U.S. corporate and military-interests

- in:the Phlllppmes and throughout the-
= world.” :

rGivien this new, ;'situation the PSN

'suBSCRlPTlON RATES
('n US Dollars) 'ﬂ—'; Sl s

u.s.

Individual . ..., ... $78'.700,,
Institution:.......... $12.00 .
Canada: : , i
Individual .......... . $10.00 -

. lnstitutiOn...r.k...'.... $15.00
Elsewhere

_Add $5.00 (Air Marl)
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“Association " of -

~calling. for’
activity with- other groups, . whenever.
possible and. @ppropriate, to- further E

believes that greater attentlon has to S

be -devoted to base bundmg = 1o
grassroots work ‘ameng the Amencan'

people. While-the PSN-is commiticd to.
-continuing its educational .work' in-the. " -
‘U:S. Congress andin'Washington, D.C.,
-as - a~ whole through the Congress -

Task Force, ‘it is convinced -that this
work ‘will have less. and less impact
without a concerted effort to increase

‘the orgamzatlon s capability toback up-:
- -this work wrth grassroots pressure

The PSN 'S carefully worked out plans :

for the coming year prowde an- in-

- dicafion-ofthe seriousness with which it
“approaches its tasks. The emphasis on -
building ties with individuals interested: -

in.doing Philippine work - on buildirg a_

where ' clusters - of  such_ individuals

coming : years: The ‘initiation .of -edu-.-

. -cational-campaigns on Tribal Filipinos, = -
a inthe:
Philippines,  and -onFilipino “workers:-

the:=situation . . of women

should enable the PSN to reach new

sectors of the American public. The -
plan to give greater attention to media_

contacts not only in media centers such

as New Yorkand Washington, D.C.; but- -
centers -such as-

also " in "regional.

Chicago.and. Los Angeles isa welcome i
] mnovatuon :

at the-global situation as a-whole, as
well-as the important role of U.S.-R.P.

zation.” .
Finally, the lAFP ]oms the PSN in”
coopera’non -and.

strengthen our-movement.”0]

'Phﬂ’tf)gttte'Lit)eration Courier =~
P.O. Box 24737 ..~ .
Oslkland, CA 94623
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The- lAFP also welcomes the “in= % ribal

ternatlonahst spmt which informs the -
- PSN’s:. founding. " As  the founding
- statementputit: ‘It is only when we lodk

‘joint =

Pnest Arrested' for
Possessmg Sllde
Proyector '

The Eplscopal Commrssron on, i

,Flllpmos (ECTF) recently. revealed that™ )
one of their: board . members,Fathers "
Pepito Bernardo ‘arrested: September' s
- 26_for.carrying-a slide ‘projector, was

transferred - to. " Bicutan Detenhon:-

- Center.in Metro Mamla October:12.:-

"Father Bérnardo, known as Paets or'

“Fr. Pites, was serving atthe time of his . -
- arrest as parish priest of the dioceseof -~
‘Cabanatuan.
‘elements: of ‘the Integrated -National

He was -arrested by

Police of lagan, Isabela. Inquiries with

- the military reveal that Fr. Bernardo will-

be detained indefinitely on unspecified

'charges of “probable subversion.” -

Fr. Bernardo was arrested on- the :

] 1 I fsevenmg of Sept. 26 for" alleelgedly
“network, apart-from building:chapters =

carrying --“subversivé -‘materials ™ “His

-arresting officer, a ‘certain ‘Patrolman

AsunC|on claimed-that slide projectors

-are ‘bahned-in the- area. Fr. Bernardo .

was “then-brought-:fo ‘police: - head-
quarters where- he‘was’searched and
printed - maferials -eoncerning- tribal . "
Filipinos and other ‘matters- of interest

. to the ECTF, -a commission of- the
Catholic- Blshop '~ Conference;” werer' S
“found: -

“Paets 'Bernardo 2

Y.

Filipinos.- From:. 1975°77; . he

‘minorities.

rattan and: soldiers ‘'who- abuse them"

- and rape their women.
relations, that we can fuily understand™ - - D

the tasks ‘that confront our orgam-

- The arrest-of this conﬁmrtted young:,
priest has been strongly . protested: by

~the - religious. -community. - of llagan;_, :
“Several accompanied him to Bicutanto

©“instre: his: well-being.: The: ECTE ré- -
- queststhat: letters be sent demandmg o

-his release to:
. “Continued on page 11

U S. Postage Paxd
Bulk Rate -

Permit No. 3383 -

. Oakland, CA- -

Time Value J

,has devoted,‘ -
* muchof hiscareer asa priestito servmg'

- tribal
-worked: closely with the Dumagats-of ,
- - Eastern-Luzon; among the poorest of - -
g Not only:did- Fr.-
- Bernardo- assist them in-learning.fo
- read -and- write, he _helped ‘them-to
_understand the nature “of their op:z- -t
pression. by middlemen who buy their -
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