- and Energy

By Gordon Schultz :

OLYMPIA L (UPY — Budget and’ energy bxlle are
movmg fato focus this week as thé Washington Legisla- .
ture neats the halfway point of the 1080 regular session, ~  for prisons but the House committee slashed her request
7. More than a dozen bills makmg up varlous bits and =~ back to $42 miliion. .~ -

. pleces of Gov. Dixy Lee Ray’s proposed $62.7 million sup- A decision to eliminate a $24 mﬂhon item for co
: }){lemental budget are coming up tor ﬂoor action m th\ :
ouse. "
"' But Senate Ways and Means Chalrman Hubert Don
* hue, D-Dayton, says he. Is not nnpressed with the pnece»j
- meal approach.”
- The cochairmen of the House Appropriations Con-
" mittee, Democrat Alan Thom J)son of Kelso and Republi-
“can Gary Nelson. of Edmonds; said the the committee
“decided to act on separate bills 's6 legislators could: tackl ;
: each area of additional spending on its own merit. . -
. Differences between the House and Senate coutd .
~f’produce a confrontation over additional spending similar
~to the one that engulfed both sides in controversy over
;fthe governor's proposed spending leVel iast yea r [ _well as the House. .
; Sl 70 The governor's prop

‘gest area of contention deals with aduit corrections.

fargest single reduction.

: exceeded legislative authority to mmake the conversion. -

o funded.
- At the end of the seasion s fourth week, a umber of

v tstateenergysuppﬁes. N

Bills Coming

o Most of the mmal spendmg bﬂls up for House ¢on-. :
- sideration deal with relatively minor additions. The big-

The governor requested an additional $10.7 miflion -
almod at epcouraging the production of gasohiol 1@ pend-
- ing in the House. - ..

" verting the Cedar Creek Youth Camp in south Thurston
.. County to a center for adult offenders accounted for the

r ‘. tax has been'sent 1o the Senate by the House while a
Social and Health Serv:ces Secretary Gerald Thomp-
~son blasted the cutback, saying it was stupid and based
- on.misinformation. But several Democrats on the House 3
. eommittee defended the decision and: said Thompson;ﬁ,

, They said he was trying to make a double dip into
- the state treasury to change a program that was already .-

energy issues were beginning to percolate in Senate asg..

o sal to create a new Department :
- of Energy drew a cold reception in tho House Energy . -
. Committee where legislators questioned the value of
- spending nearly $1 mﬂlion mOre to catalag forecasts of,f

PI
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* Committee consideration of the House- -approved

i pmposal to.ban nuciear waste fmm out of state is ex-
e pected in the Senate,

‘A Senate-passed measure providing tax exemptions

A bill exempting alternate energy sources and con-

* servation materials such as heat pumps, insulation, ther-

mal windows and fireplace inserts from the state sales

Senate proposal to exempt some of the same devices
from property taxes is pencling in the House along with a

" similar House version.

There were also signs that the Senate may be
moving closer to action on-a House measure directing the

- governor to seek assistance of the state’s congressional
deleganon in obtaimng McNeil Island for potential use as
27 4 state prison.

The governor has repeatedly objected to the use of

‘McNeil after it is vacated by the U.S. Bureau of Prisons in

October on grounds the facility is too old and too expensive’
to operate. She also says the island is unavailable. ~
But the 934 House vote that would require action to

* secure McNeil before the governor could spend money
" on a 500-medium security prison elsewhefe has pmmpted
several senators to take 3 loser IOOR at the issue.




