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During November hearings on a
resclution io establish an energy
commiitee in the House, Rep. Lud-
low Ashiey (D-Ohio) conjured up
the ghost of Petionius Arbiter,
a high-ranking member of the
Emperor Nero’s court.

Ashley suggested that Petronius
Arbiter may have erred on two
counts: he opposed reorganization
and he taught Nero how to fiddie.

While it is hard to say whether.
the membeis of the Select Com-
mitiee on Comumittees who heard
Ashley’s testimony took heed from
the example of Petronius, the com-
mittee did give the go-ahead to a re-
solution that would create an
energy committee in the House.
The measure, sponsored by Jerry
M. Patterson (D-Calif), passed
with a 11-4 vote,

The Rules Committee recently
reported the matter out, and it is
expected to come up before the
House within the next week or so.

Most members of Congress agree
that somcthing must be done io
facilitate the passage of emergy
legislation in the House.

With 82 commitrees and subcom-
rialtices involved in encrgy matters,
just rying to track down a piece of
energy Iegisintion has becon»2
something of 3 challenge. And o
iate, encrgy legislation h‘gs eierged
from some rather strange places—
places where one wouid havdly
think to look—such as Education

“and Labor and Banking, Fiaance
and Urban Affairs.

Congressmen don't want their
constituents to think they’re fidd-
ling while the country runs out of
fuel, but at present they apparently
haven’t come to a conzensus about
which form a new energy com-
mittec should take—or even if there
should be cne.

The Patterson resclution now
has coempany. On its way through
Rules, two substitute provisions got
included:;

In considering the energy com-
mittee measure, the House will now
have several, rather different,
choices. .

If it adopts a proposal by Rep.
Jonathan Bingham (D-NY), juris-
ciction over energy would remain

_in the Interstate and Foreign Com-
merce Commiitee..

If the House goes with a pro-

" posal offered by Rep, Phil Gramm
-+{D-Tex), almost all energy jurisdic-

tior wouid go to one newly &stab-
lished committes. A possible excep-
tion would be tax jurisdiction,
which would remain with the
House Committee on Ways and
Means.

The Patterson resolution is not
2¢ far-reaching as the Gramm sub-
stituie, but in calling for a reorgan-
ization of commilice jurisdiction
over emergy, it far excceds the
changes proposed in the mngham
subsiitute..

Patterson’s resolution wox.]d cre-
ate a committee with responsibii-
ity for “‘national energy policy
generally.”’

The committee would deal with
‘production, supply, marketing,
pricing, regnlation or conservation
of energy respurces not on public
lands.”* It would have jurisdiction
over fossil fuels, nuclear power for
commercial purposes, solar power,
and other “unmrvmtion.d Or re-
newable energy resources.’

The Interior Commitiee wou'd
receive @ gurisdictional grant over
“envirgumental aspects. of all
energy -matters, ‘except those of
standing committees with specific
jurisdi"tion gver environmental

- matters under existing laws.”

Some ‘members of Congress
waonder whether creating  another
comunittegis a8 good idea. The
House of Represzutatives has 22
Coramitiees alveady,

Rep. Bill Frenzel (R-Minn) has
pointed out that no committee is to
be abolished, although the Energy
and Power Subsommittes of Com-

some of its clout.

Proponents of the Bingham sub-
stitute kold that the present system
of checks and balances on energy
matters should be maintained.

They fear that environmental is-
sues will be slighted by an ensrgy
committee that is charged with the
responsibility -~ of - encouraging
energy production.

A staff member -at the Select
Committee on Committees says he
thinks these fears are groundiess.
“We attempted to give Interstaie
and Commerce jurisdiction over
non-military nuclear energy in an
effort to assuage the concerns of
the anti-nuclear people, but this ap-
parently hasn’t allayed the appre-
hensions of © some anti-nuclear
raernbers of the House,”” he said.

Others who favor the Bingham

AContinued on Page 7)

~create no - new

(Centinaed from Page 1)
substitute think energy is just too
far-reaching to be centered in any
ons committee.

“Energy goes through the main-
stream of society like inflation, but
we don't kave an inflation com-
mittee,” says Rep. John Dingell
(-Mich). Dingell is chairman of
the Energy and Power Subcom-
mittee of Interstste and Forzign
Commerce, a2ad heir appareni to
the Chairmanship of the full com-

. mittee upon the retirement nexr

vear of Chairman Harley btagzers
(D-WVa).

Dingell’s critics assert that the
Michigan Congressman opposes
the creation of a new energy <om-

mittee because he’s interested in
protecting his own trf. The

Enecrgy aad Power Subcommittes

currently handles about 50 percent has been a leader in energy legisia

of all energy legislation.

Dingzil gives otner reasons for
his - opposition to the proposed
energy commdttee. “‘We're talking
economics,” he says. ‘“‘Even if the
other commitiees aren’t as large, a
new commitiez will require enor-
mous funding.”’

The Binghara substitute would
jurisdiction, says
Dingell. ‘It represents a codifica-
tion of existing traditions and cus-
toms that wili be put into the rules
so we knuw exactly where legisla-
tion is to go,”’ said Dingell.
Supportess of the Pattersen and
Gramm proposals say the Interstate
and Foreign Commerce Commitiee
is . far  too  big  already, and

sk ddn tho madelary
mrerce. would - undoubtedly  lose i,° ? made larger.

“Commerce has the largest work
load, ‘the largest budget, and the

Jargest staff (more than 160) in the

House,”” snid one Select Committee
staff member.

Someo=e at the Select Committee
has even nrned cartoonist to illus-
trate what might happen if Com-
merce gets additional jurisdiction
over energy. -

A roughly sketched d‘awmg on
the committee’
whale—Commerce and Energy-—
zulping down iittle fishes (Banking,
Interior and a number of other
committees).

1f either the Patterson resohmon
of the Gramm substitute passes, the
House will be in for a massive game
of musical chairs where committee

assignments are concerned.

The Patterson resolution pr:
vides that the committee wo Jl
gin operation prior t¢ noon on
3, 1281. Substitute language i
ly to be added which would as:z
that the committee is created
mediately prior’’ to that date.
thar current committee assigrms
would continue until the end o7 -
present session.

I a pew energy commities |
created, a vast amount of now
will be vested in the chairman,
already there is discussion of who |
likely to end wp with the post.

The congressmen most freguer:
ly mentioned as leading conten
for the chairmanship are Rep. &
ley, who chaired the Ad
Energy Cormnitree during the
Congress, and Rep. Dingell,

o1

tion during recent years,
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