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Pacific Island

Independence
Can Island Nations Avoid Dependence!

Sione Tupouniua

Born in Tonga, Mr. Tupouniua is a graduale of Harvard

University and concluded his post-graduate studies af

Oxford. The full text of this article originally appeared in The
Pacific Fay.

Pacific Islanders are searching for a new way of life; &
life in which we fully accept the responsibility for
creating the social, political, economic and cultural
institutions to suit our own particular needs. Such
responsibility involves the acceptance of ourselves for
what we are, and not imitating others, whether colonial
rulers or neo—colonial masters. Our cultural heritage
must be viewed as an asset for our development rather
than a liability as commonly assumed. Not until we
fully recognize ourselves for what we are can we
effectively contribute to the development of ourselves as
Pacific Islanders and of humanity as a whole.

But there is more to it than that. The new life
~ demands being freed from disease, poverty and hunger;
a life that does mot tolerate injustice and corruption; a
life in which the inborn talents of our people can
develop and express themselves in ways adapted to our
various cultures, past and future.

The first step in achieving these goals is political
independence. This is very recent, but is now being

achieved and should be complete for most of the Pacific -

Fourth World Journal Vol 1. No. 1



T °N ‘T {°A tauanof pjiop yanog

om J1 odouspuadop 1IN0 WILSI| UED M ‘suolje[ndod
uweadoanyy Yyim  sayunod  Jupjeeds—ysy3uy 9y} 0y
pa1y A[eAIBN[oXa 00} 9q j0U p[roys am g |} 34} 0
3 oje[ndiuvm pjnoys am pue ‘“3eY) uwy) adtofd> Jo aduel
Iopim [onuwl ® §n saAl3 aumyno pue adendue] ysiduy
‘010D OU 9ARY pue ‘A1junod 2uo Yym digsuonjel
poso]> 1431y ® Uf are £57) 10} 'Sn pultIed WO SIIOLIIY)
‘Yousd] oY) WIOJ SpULLY PpuUE|s] Ino s ~ sadejneApe
Awewn geq s(q], C-Pue[edz meN Ppuv el[eISDY V'S
o) A[[eradss pue — ssljunod> Bupjeads—ysijduz oY) o)
poyulj are am ‘oBundue| puodes ino s ysifuj asnedseq
IUIPUII(] jeIMN) PUB [BRIIFPIY]

“ano siy) Jujilied uy
sio8uep pue sofejueape Yjoq sey uoijeredood [euoldNYy
-Jomod Surureieq Ino asn pue ssesse 03 A|juejsuod pue
siqissod se uado se suoppdo umo ano deay oy ‘ojqissod
ge [ews se AIjUnod apieynoc Auw 0} JUIWIHPUWIWOD INnO
deoy 0y ji0po AIoAa ojew Isnur om Ing ‘3, ued Aqeqoud
oM JU9)X8 SUIos ©O) PpUe ULIOj dwmos U]  ;aduapuadap
1) PIoA® OlIoR oY) JO SUOHRE PpUBS] dY) URD

. "Bl[e1)8NY Jo WoNdallp 27y 1l
siopea] Alejyju puejs] Jo sjoBjuod> Jeuosiad pur sanea
‘s3ySnoyy o1y Junuario Aq ose pue — BIulmiel; pue }je)s
po(is ‘juewrdinba ‘Asuow Bwii|ddns £q paadigoe sl siq],
~ 'ajod jweUimIop JfdY) 1dadoe jsed] 1B J[Im IO S3UNOD
esa) 0y opoyedmds  are Luogine  jeoniod pue
woiutdo ofqnd jey) aInsud 0} pue ‘BdLIENOD wejjodorjeur
ey) J0} Jo Aq o|qesn pue Supeiado e  onjeA
Lisppw Jenyuajod Jo solIioR) IOY)0 pue sSI8RQ BIS puw
Ile pue[s] je() 998 0) ‘waysds Arey(|iul poseq—uBRdIDWY
ayj Jo msaayul oy Yum oqnedwod Lprolq aue
SpPUE[S] oY) Ul jJULUIUIGA03 JO suI2)84s o]} jeY) AINSUI
0} 81 PpuURjRa7 MaN puUe eiensny jo Apqisuodsad,
9L, 'PUE[EdZ mON Jo ‘O8] uWIviSER 2f) Ul JUI)XI
13ssa] ® 0) ‘pue eijensny Jo Lyiqisuodsal, ayq) se SULI9)

&b aouapuadapu] pumsy orfro0d

sa1pnIg asocum%:_ PI*oM 29} 393u90)

pPliOM Ul U9as aJe Epuejs] OiJBJ °Y} jo 80 Y],
-aomasard Alepprm gomasy oY) Aq pajesensd are sursjqoid
jeontjod pue [EID08 9y} JO jSOW PpUE dwWOdUY 3N
Jo jsowl ‘eaufjod Yowal] U ‘8)®G PIPU( A JO 1B
0y Appsupumt pap st Igm  ‘xajdulod Areyquuon  weadoany
ulysepy oy Jo red s YoM — uIsds Areyriua
goualy] o) THIM Ppoa[oaul A[laweq ole eumng pue
SI[eAA ‘eiUOpAJED MaIN ‘eigoudjod Youas] jqio ey
ur si 00) wowrsg Wedemy  Cjudmifoidwe puw oWl
gy Jo jsoul loj Ajanoe Almyun uo juapuadap 81 i
108} Ul ‘weyshs Arejfiu medlpuly oy} jo jred jueydodunt
pue joaup ® 8 — |lemBl PpUR SpUBS] Jyi>vd ¥Y} JO
Al0jura], 9snal, 'S oY) ‘weny — e [UOuU Y,
“:gramod JaBle| Yjim uoljeloosse Jo adA) pue juagXe Yy 0}
pourjuod A[urewn s! pue ‘pajiumy] sl suorpdo jo adued InQ
‘gaouere Atep[m ul sjeujpred [jews Alea s Buryeroosse
yng Sumipiiue Jo 9oadsord ou dAry pue [EWS Alaa
ale ga1JOJIII) DUB §BLIHUNOD OB Y], 9q 0) Y]
fem om se yonw ‘paudije —uou A[Bjo} 2q uUd Apoqou
pliom s'fepoy u]  lamod Ayl Jofewr Jo S21)UAD
aq ueo suoijeu jsodre] oY) A[uo Jey) 2[eds U] SNOULIOUd
os pue aalstuadxa Apjsea os mou sl A3ojouydd) Areymp
uapuadaq Aew

‘[fe y& poAsigoe A[@oxeds sf ji sduljjemiog ‘{J
W peAdIfow JaA2 JI WIOpes 1 31 nq ‘Tejusjod yeqy seq

. 9] ~1emod [e[uojod [eM)SNpUl U® WoJ) ‘Golyeurploqus jo

pue of) jsea| je Jo ‘soyy Jo Juipnd oy s acuapuadopul
[eonijod Jo juBwRARIYXR 8y jOo Yuly) WO ajdoad
-aduapuadop
[eImnd  Jo  ‘oouspuadep [eMOS[IIUL IO [EVIONFBONPO
‘aouepuadop Asejiiui ‘eduspuadap O[UIOWOG :UOHEU Mal
o) SUIPYMIBA0 [[98 SpUIY Jaqjo Jo aonapuadop 9AISSADXD
Ji Sujueawr anJyy 8)f Jo gonw Jo paqqol sl acuapuadapui
jeomped gng "0861 210Jq (sa1uojo> UBISOUOpU] PpuUE
uedpWy ‘goual] aYy jo uopndadxa a|qissod o) Yym)

pniunodn | aung _ XA



44 , Sione Tupouniua
increase our links with other Third World countries, as
well as with Japan, China and other countries of Asia.

This is going to necessitate widening the range of
languages taught to our highly educated young people
(especially those in diplomacy, trade and higher
education), sending students to a wider range of places
of training, and broadening the teaching about other
places and ideas in our present institutions.  Qur
colleges and universities are far too dependent on
Australia (in New Guinea especially), on America (in
the north Pacific and Western and American Samoa)
and on New Zealand (in all the rest of the
Epglish—speaking Islands). Their help is appreciated,
but by leaning too heavily on too few ideas we are
getting into a groove that vies us only one direction to
go — that is, towards further subordination to and
dependence on those countries.

The other main form of dependence in the islands is
the foreign ‘expert’ — specialists in many fields from
designers of hydro— electric stations to economic
advisers. The last few years have seen an encouraging
and widening range of persons brought in, and
backgrounds they have come from. This is a hopeful
sign. The Commonwealth Foundation and several other
bodies - are now emphasizing more - contact between
countries of the Third World. We must strengthen and
broaden this trend.

Pacific Island Economles

The attainment of a new political and economic
strategy for national control of the economy and its
development must start from the existing structural and
institutional situation not only within the Island states
and the region, but also in the international context.
More important is to understand the borders between
existing national and international economies, and the
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basic theoretical formulations on which a.rmw are vsmmm_._
These are critical to the task of creating a dynamic
towards national control of the economy.

Pacific Island economies are dominated by four
characteristics: .

First, the relationships belween different aaaez_.&
the ccomomy are few and limiled. Most production
(s consumed by the grower or sold locally, and litle .
ezcept agricullural produce is exported. .? other
words, very litlle of the output scrves as inpul .33

olher sectors of the domestic cconomy. An
input—outpul lable shows Eazu.aaeme or :ma.é
emply ‘bozes’. There is very litlle inler—regional
{rade.

Second, there sa litle flezibility in resource usc —
especially of labour with particular aa..mnazea& or
craft skills. Product miz cannot be __.E:&u. a.&.:.?a
to changes in the price level so as lo mimmize the
effects of fluctuations in real _::3:,& income. As a
result, varialions in the price of a particular product
can cause very significant losses of .Ea._:; E..a
purchasing power — much more than n industrial
economices. o .

Third, economic growth is primarily determined
cxternally in the sense that Joreign aa_an.:a changes
are central to making full use of productive capacily
in the shorl run as well as financing large scale
investments to czpand capacily n the medium .aaa
the fong run. High levels of inveslment arc difficult
to sustain domestically because of the aemnaoa of
significant capstal and of adequale technical and
managerial personnel. o

Perhaps the most smportant %a_..aﬁnzaro.a .3,«.
Fourth one. The economic and political inststultons
in which mosl ecconomic transaclions :..wa Ean.a are
in most countlrics of the Pacific forewgn designed,
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adequate education development plain remains the
exception rather than the rule. What is typical is rapid
progress towards localization of administrative and
secondary school teaching posts, but often in such a
way as to create an elite with a literary —traditional
western administrative background rather than one
oriented to Pacific Island development requirements.
Under such conditions, professionals, senior technicians
and managers tend to be expatriates.

A third area is emphasis on rural development in a
broader context than the selective encouragement of
export crops only. Economic independence is not
normally the primary aim of such policy; but Islanders
can nonetheless significantly further such an aim if they
grow more to replace food imports, and create the basic
inputs for  the  growth of nationally—based
industrialization to replace the import assembly of
‘paying, polishing and packaging’.

The fourth area is closely linked to the third. It is
the importance of altering the economic structure
through a greater array of both home and foreign
market—oriented lines of production and of emphasizing
industrialization. The difficulty in evaluating our efforts
so far towards a structural reformulation is the lack of
reasonably well—designed strategies backed by political
support. This difficulty is beightened by the fact that
structural changes are, by definition, not attainable
overnight, and that programmers may begin in a largely
inarticulate and inconsistent form. They could of course
develop into a much more coherent pattern although the
reverse is mot an impossibility.

Control over economic activity as a specific fifth area
usually comes after experience in trying to implement
political and economic policies has led to a realization of
how hard it is to exert significant national leverage in
the context of an open, free enterprise economy. The

Center for World Indigenous Studies
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aims of control are by no means solely related to
economic independence. Among the commonest of such
control measures are the creation of an independent
central bank with leverage over other financial bodies,
trade and industrial licensing, higher tariffs and control
on exchange of imports.

The sixth theme is that of public sector involvement
in productive activity. What we have seen in the
Pacific development plans so far is that such’
involvement has been on an ad hoc basis with the
overall strategy for the directly productive sectors
remaining one of inducing and controlling private
activity. The simple form of implementing government
investment in production is by loan to indigenous
private ventures.

The seventh and eight areas of national mobilization
and attempts to alter income distribution patterns are .
closely linked. The price of a serious attempt to attain
both economic independence and rapid economic
development is almost certain to be austerily. The only
exception, of course, would be cases in which the
transformation took place under conditions of continuous
primary export booms until a npationally integrated
economy was firmly founded.

All indications so far suggest that it is very unlikely
that any Pacific Island economies will achieve this. The
acceptance of an open economy and of a political
economic strategy based on encouraging broader foreign
involvement in the economy might well afford at least a
postponement of the date when austerity would be
necessary. The need for direct resources to enhance the
labour force efficiently and expand output by the.
small-scale former, and the need to maintain support
for the government despite the absence of rapidly rising
levels of material benefit distribution, require some form
of national mobilization.

Fourth World Journal Vol 1. No. !
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