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When a person starts the lifelong task of living, from

being new born all the way to being an elder ready fo
return fo the spirit world, there are certain things he
must go through to get from one stage of growing to

another, First he must learn the things he needs to do-

to feed and make his body grow and then he must be
able to recognize and do what he needs for it to grow
strong and keep it that way., Finally, he must find and
fulfill his reason for being here in order to to reach a
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final—bulance —of health in the mind, body and spirit.
This whole process, aimed at the final goal, which is
happiness, is what education is. The traditional systems
of our people follow closely the natural stages for
growth and they produce people and communities which
are happy with who they are and what they do.

LEARNING AND NATURAL GROWTH

How we learn as children is important in how we
learn as adults. The natural way a baby learns is
through getting what he needs to live from loved ones
right from the time the baby is conceived to the time
he is born. First, he needs food, warmth and shelter in
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70 Jeannetle Armstrong

That is what the government of our nation mm. all about,
Each person interacting in a good way with ogm_.m.
This is where we get our power and strength as F.&mb
people. So education from childhood to adulthood is at
the centre of everything we are striving for. m.os we
"educate" ourselves determines how we live in our
communities. Therefore, education in the F&E.H way is
everybody’s business, not just teachers, committees or
leaders. N .

But, we have had troubles in our communities which
have blocked our education in the Indian way. Two
things working together have created most o.m our
educational problems. These two things are E_mﬂm_.n@m
made by wus, and planned actions by non--Indian
governments,

MISTAKES AND OUTSIDE INFLUENCES

Our mistake, where all problems being, is that we as
parents, within families, clans, bands and tribes, gave
over some of the education of our children to outside
people. We can look back on our history that some
families did successfully resist handing over responsibility

Education in the Indian Way -1
all into brown—colored whitemen. ‘

Planned Manipulation — the kinds of ways things
are taught in public school systems to all students
which is a kind of brainwashing that makes you
want to be only a certain kind of person. Because.
the outside government system of a country
depends on people who will be greedy to make as
much money as they can, they must have systems
which will produce people who will think it’s good
and right to have more than those around them.
In 1947, the Canadian government wrote the paper
called The Plan to Liquidate Canada’s Indians in
25 years and in 1060 Canada’s government issued
the White Paper Policy the plan to terminate
Indian rights and status through transfer of all
programs based on rights either to the Canadian
government depariments besides the Department of
Indian  Affairs or to provincial government
departments. In these papers, "education” is only
one, if not the most powerful way to assimilate
Indian people into the non—Indian society.

—for their children’s education. But many simply gave

up their children.

But, even has we made this mistake there were many
outside our communities who planned actions which
have worked against us. OQutside influences worked to
assimilate and manipulate our people. More specifically,
their actions are:

Planned Assimilation — the kind of treatment in .w:
areas of education of Indian people by an outside
government that says, "We will do what’s best ww_.
you because you are too stupid to know." B This
kind of treatment is aimed at eventually turning us

Center for World Indigenous Studies

If "we put these things together and understand them,
we can see why we are having problems. We at home
teach our children to share and thing of one another,
while at the same time they are being told through
their non—Indian system that the only way they will be
recognized as being successful, is if they are better at
being selfish and using selfishly or disrespectfully
everything around them. Now there are a lot of
confused Indian people because of that; confusion
because of a conflict of values and understanding. This
has come to be known as an "identity crisis". These
confusions and identity problems lead io high drop-out
rates, high alcoho! and drug abuse, high numbers of

Fourth World Journal Vol 1. No. 2
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80 Jeannetie Armstrong

doing their part in making sure our kids w.mnwEe v_.oi_..w
whitemen. We do have a gap Fwn we will rpwo >
work together to bridge before it widens to the point o
no return. The damage that ._:.h been and is gmbm
done to our people through outside sysiems of &.:omsou
is stil at the root of all our problems in our
commaunities.

BREAKING UP OUR EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

stems of education were in place for thousands
of Om.wanmm-ﬂzoam. Our people were strong, happy and
wealthy. Each person knew what his ._o_w was and was
good at it. We had leaders, trainers, healers,
storytellers, musicians, artists, craftsmen, hunters,
fishermen and food providers. We had m.o.&
communications and relationships. = Our communities
were tied together through customs, language E:ﬂ
beliefs, so that the education system was based on tha

one. .
nop.ﬁwwmw the non—Indian came, he told us in many ways
that his system was better than ours, that we had MM
change. We believed him for awhile because he seem

Education in the Indian Way 81
The language is very important in the education of all

the ways, customs and beliefs of the tribe. Without it -

some things don’t make semse. [f we talk about the

retention of our ways it is not possible without
language. Language is really important in how we
value and understand things around ws. It is a key to ;-

3 way of understanding, important to a way of thinking
that is ours. How can English talk about things like
spirit songs and dances? How can English describe an
attitude of respect, compassion and pity all together
upon which our communities are bujlt and kept?

The spiritual base or beljef of a tribe is another
important foundation where our strength comes from
that has seriously  been damaged through the
non—Indian education of our people. We know that our
people were capable of doing many things through their
understanding nd working together with nature in a
good way instead of against it or ignoring it. This was
8 strong part of their education and their everyday life.
This is the foundation of self—responsibility which is the

basis of community life and our ability to govern
ourselves,

The steps we must take to implement good education

ve magic things like rifles and wagons and later on
“M.,“..p .,.a_mimﬂn .E.n_m jets. But we have found out that
our people are not happy being whitemen. We like to
be Indians, we like to share with Qm.n_.p o.,.re._.. we like to
practice our customs and our religions, it makes us
strong inside. We understand 2.5.» we can cmm_::bmm
they have, like cars and typewriters, but we want to
keep our ways. Some people have a rm&. time .«o come
to that understanding because of the brainwashing they
have been forced to go through. .moEo of our people
still feel ashamed to practice Indian ways because of
that. Some lost their language and hardly know what
the customs of their people were.

Center for World Indigenous Studies

within our nations must begin with the correction of our
mistakes. We must be able to face up to them and
each one of us being to make those changes. We need
unbrainwashing and the understanding of what education
really is, and what it should do. This means that
systems that are accepted have to be changed., This

means that we need to change our ideas about outside )

systems first. How do we do that?

Because our education systems fell apart at the
household or family level through loss of our language,
customs and beliefs, this is where our first effort must
be. As difficult as jt may sound, it can be done
through help in the re—educalion or strengthening of

Fourth World Journal V] 1. No. 2
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84 Jeannetie Armstrong

experiencing problems or a loved one has left the home.

The setting up of the home for uses is also one of
the things that can be re—done to assist families in
re—educating themselves.  Common rooms or living
rooms that are now simply being used for watching
television can be used for talking, visiting and sharing.
The television should be moved to a not so easily
accessible room so that it is not sitting there in the
middle of the room saying, "Turn me on!"™ or it can be
removed completely from the house.

Attitudes Toward Each Other

We need to change our attitudes towards each other.
We must all take the responsibility, young and old, to
take the time to work with other people in the family
in teaching all of the knowledge and skills to each
other. This can be done through simple things first,
spending time with one another, with each other’s
children, young people with old people, to learn from
each other. We can do this on an everyday basis;
sharing baby—sitting, visiting elders and having fun
through various recreation and sports with each other.

Education in the Indian Fay 85

Families must take the responsibility to strengthen the
family in the knowledge of the spiritual ways of their
people. This can be done in many ways where these
things have not been practiced for a while, like talking
together about the ways these things were done and
then starting out with some of the simpler things.
Elders or spiritual leaders, whether they be young .or
old, can be brought in to help with these things where
most of the ways have been forgotten. 3

Indian power has been given to Indian people on this
island for their help and well~being. We will all
become stronger and better through practicing good
ways. It need not be in conflict or against non—Indian
religions, because all good things work together. Also
where the family, the clan, or the nation has forgotten
most of ils ways, someone can be brought in from
another nation, as long as the family likes, trusts and
can work with that person. Because, no matter what
tribe the good ways come from if it will strengthen you
and your family and make you healthier, then it is
yours. This is all important in the education of our
people in the whole sense, right from the beginning. -

—Adults—impose television on children because they

don’t do things with their children and at the same
time, elders can be left alone with only television to
visit. This can be changed if we take the responsibility
to start doing things for and with each other. Children,
especially, can be shown that the work that they do is
appreciated, that they are important members of the
family. Family members can help each other in many
ways, with transportation, meals, and special gifis to
each other and not to carry the negative attitudes while
we are developing our re—education of ourselves.

Center for World Indigenous Studiee

Language is the Foundation

Our language is an important part of our learning
and sharing in how we live with each other, how we do
things, how we understand things. Without the
language it is easy for us to think in the White—man’s
way because our language has our way of knowing. ,

Language should be spoken and taught to each other
in the home and in the communily. Not only for
young ones, but for other members of the family. In
that way we can also reinforce our trust and respect
towards each other. We have to re—train our thinking

moi.:. World Journat Vo 1. No. 2
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must all help in the care for the unborn within families
and within communities. Special help can be set up for
single parents before and after birth of the baby. This
can be done within the family by grandmothers, aunts,
cousins, or can be done from outside of the family in
the community.

All of those steps will depend on people doing things.
Inter—tribal organizations, tribal leaders and the nation
can help by assisting in organizing family gatherings and
by putiing together re—training sessions. A lot of it
can be done by clans or families themselves. That in
itself will be a big step ahead toward re—education, and
self—reliance.

The author is & member of the Okanagon Nalion
located in the southwest of Canads. She received her
Bachelor of Fine Arts at the University of Vicloria and
ia currenlly the Director of Programs ot the En’Owkin
Center in Penticlon, British Columbia ~ in the heart of

_____Okanagon Territory.  She recently authored a paper

entitle "New Struclures in Indian Educalion” for a
conference in London, Onlario and she s currently
planning a siz—month research project on {traditional
forms of Indian educalion the resulls of which will be
presented at o 1987 World Indigenous Conference in
Canada.
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