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The Alternative to Apartheid

Percy C. Howell
Center for World Indigenous Studies

Apartheid is, on the one hand, an ongoing struggle
between European Duich colonial descendants and the
remnants of British colonial rule which began in 1822,
The Dutch seeking to maintain separation beiween
themselves and African nationals on the basis of color
and race, while the British are pressing for integration
and absorption while maintaining social systems of class
separation. It is also a state sanctioned form of terror
separating peoples on the basis of skin colour and race,
and, thus the means by which European colonial
descendants can implement the spurious claim to the
right of rule over African nations without their consent.
Aparthesd must be seen not merely as a contemporary
practice of repression by descendants of European
colonists, but it must be viewed within the context of
differing strategies to promote an imperial state system.
Finally, it must be recognized as an extension of
repeated colonial invasions from the Middle East,
Southern Europe and Northern Europe — a colonial
measure designed to divide and undermine Africa’s First
Nations. ‘

The answer to aparthesd and similar aberrations
that exist elsewhere on the continent of Africa is the
reunification and reaffirmation of Africa’s original
nations and the dismemberment of the post—colonial
states. And with the dismemberment of these artificial
impositions on Africa’s nations will come the rebirth of
Africa itself. Let the original African nations reclaim
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square kilometers has been the home of many peoples
who have learned to live and  prosper In every
ecological niche. From the humid jungles, to expansive
savannas, to parched deserts the first pations adjusted
and were transformed by the demands of nature.
Africa’s nations established extensive economies, powerful
religions, and intricate social and political systems. As
rich and diverse as any nations in the world Africa’s
peoples formed a profound bond between themselves and
the continent.

Hundreds of nations have thrived at Africa’s breast
since time immemorial. The prolific and distinct
cultures of many peoples blanket the body of Africa.
Some of these nationms include the Alur, Kamba, Maasai,
Nyamwezi and the Lambwa of the East African Interior;
the Berber of the North and North West; the Hausa,
Kanuri, Mende, Wolof, Zumbo, Ovambo and Ndembu of
the West African Interior; Afar, Sidamo, Beja, Oromo,
Somali and Shoa of the Northeast; and the peoples of
the South including Hottentots, Basuto, Xhosa, Tembu,
Griqua, Zulu, Herero, Ndebele, Swazi, and Shona.
These and their sister nations represent Africa’s natural
unfolding of human civilization.

Five Waves of African Colonization

Nations along the Mediterranean north—coast
clashed with the first colonial invasion of the continent
initiated by the Phonecians in the middle of the last
millennia. As these ancient mariners traveled from the
eastern Mediterranean cities of Sidon, Byblos and Tyre
they established colonial settlements at Leptis, Sabratha,
Mogador and Carthage. The second wave was led by
the Greeks as they established colonies at Ptolemais,
Berenice, Cyrene and Alexandria. (Fage:5) By the
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midpoint of the third century of the present era African
nations had come to know the Romans as they
established colonial settlements from just outside the
"Pillars of Hercules" where the Mediterranean Sea meets
the Atlantic Ocean in the Northwest to the middle
reaches of the Red Sea in the Northeast.

Hrm vanguard of Phonecian, Roman, Greek, and
Arab mvasions was met by the Berber who resisted
these external intrusions and alien rule with enduring

vigor. They successfully confined Roman seltlement to
the narrow coastal plain. (Fage:6)

Even as earlier remnants of Phobecian, Greek and
Roman- colonial conquests of Northern Africa lingered
Fw Arab—Islamic conquest rising from Medina in the
sixth century of the present era extended deep into the
heart of the continent and along her east coast. Islamic
colonial expansion was the fourth wave.

Only West Central and Southern Africa remained
unoccupied by the colonial waves from Mediterranean.
Arab settlers, and Chinese and Indian merchants
persisted along the eastern seaboard until the beginning
of the fifteenth century of the present age.

After two thousand years of colonial invasions
throughout North Africa and along the eastern coast a
new wave of colonial expamsion from European States
began to consume West Africa and Southern Africa with
:um. maritime expansion of the Portuguese.  African
:ms.o:m had absorbed the four earlier invasions, but the
beginning of rapid ruination throughout Africa did not
commence until colonial invasions by European states in

the fifteenth century of the present era — the fifth
wave.
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The Allernative to Apartheid 14

Chile, Zimbabwe, Nigeria and Kenya are examples of
states where elected and appointed state officials sound
their antagonism. Combined with their denunciations of
"tribes" or nations, state officials pronounce the virtues
of "individuals as citizens of the state". By so doing
they reaffirm their denial of distinct nations within the
state’s boundaries. Legitimacy is conferred on the state
in terms of "its" citizens.

Mr. Wafula Wabuge, Ambassador of the Republic
of Kenya to the United States of America volunteered
this explanation for his government’s animosity toward
"tribalism"” in a letter to the editor of a major US
newspaper. His faultfinding was offered as a defense of
President Daniel arap Moi (a member of the Kalenjin
Nation) who was being condemned as a "dictator" for
his statement that Kenyans should sing after him "like
parrots".  President Moi was charged with failing to
recognize the important role that "tribes" play in
African politics. (NEW YORK TIMES, September 198%)

Responding to his president’s critics Mr. Wabuge
wrote, "The allegation that tribalism rather than
nationalism is the most important factor in Kenyan and
African politics is outrageous ..." Undoubtedly what
Mr. Wabuge actually meant to say is that "statism" or
the supremacy of the state is the most important factor
in Kenyan political life. = The Kenyan Ambassador’s
claim holds the state up as the dominant political
reality in Africa. He incorrectly implies that Kenya is
a "nation" capable of expressing "nationalism" when
indeed, Kenya and nearly every other state in the world
is not and never has been "a mnation." Kenya is a
"state" in which many nations reside either by consent
or without their consent. Nations encased within state
borders often express "nationalism®; and by so doing
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exhibit what Ambassador Wabuge describes as
"instability" and a lack of "unwavering unity" with the
state.

The appearance of a "unified staie" is sustained
through direct or indirect coercion expressed through
state laws or through the power of military forces. Mr.
Wabuge reveals . the applicability of this statement in
Kenya when he says that President Moi "has not
hesitated to exercise the necessary disciplinary measures
against those who practice tribalism and other
malpractices." In other words, Mr. Wabuge admits that
to maintain unity among the many nations of Kenya,
his government must impose measures which force the
appearance of unity.

Kenya is a state with a United Nations estimated
population of 17.86 million with 14% living in urban
areas. (UN:40) No fewer than fiftcen nations (several
with populations greater than fifty of the world’s states)
are embraced inside Kenya’s boundaries as shown in the
table below. {Page 157)

Kenya’s Ambassador to the United States is, I
believe, too quick to denounce the political importance
of indigenous tribes and nations throughout Kenya and
Africa. As critics of "white settlers" would now
perhaps say of Mr. Wabuge, his views are not a trealise
on the universal, bul the unlidy affirmation of an original
tdea propounded as an absolule. (Fanon:40) In practice
many black African leaders who would be defended by
Kenya’s Ambassador are like the "white" African leaders
they would replace. And in this sense they are like the
Furopean settlers who followed the trails laid down by
European explorers and missionaries. They foster the
colonial world.  The colonial world is a Manichean

Center for World ?m._mn:o:m Studies
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The Alternative to Apartheid 158
demonstration of a long—held belief that "blacks are too
dumb and backward" to rebel. And then suddenly, out
of no where, the pent up energies and pains of nations
struck out at their tormentors.

South Africa’s apartheid is not a thinking
machine, and it is not a body endowed

with reasoning faculties.

The violence of apartheid would be met with blind
violence in search of freedom. For the leaders w:a their
followers pent up rage has seen its fratricidal side when
some from one nation turned on those of another. And
violence has been turned on the less strong among the
fsettler South Africans". The rising tide has emerged
to find a plan, to give focus to the movement for
national liberation. Elements of this focus have been
defined within the African National Congress (ANC).

Some of the ANC’s political elite call for the
removal of the white—minority controlled South African
government, and demand that South Africa be governed
by the "black majority". And for these what they
demand is not the settler’s position of status, bul the
settler’s place. (Fanon:60) As with the _mu..n_m_,m E. _..._5
opposition to Southern Rhodesia’s .i._u_SIEEE._S.
government who demanded "black majority rule” the
growing sentiment in the African National Congress I8
to achieve the same solution.  Yet others call for
non—violence and negotiations as if to suggest that the
rulers are prepared to slep down in favor of the ruled.
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Both "black imajority rule" and non-—violent
negotiations have been used elsewhere in Africa. And
when fully pressed, as in Zimbabwe and Tanzania, new
rulers do emerge. But, wearing the king’s clothes has
proved unsettling and awkward. "White" tyrants have
in many instances been replaced by "Black" tyrants.
And the new rulers of African states have found
themselves in the uneasy position of defending values,
systems of governance, economic ideas and social ideas
carried over from their white colonial masters. As the
President of Kenya has found, the powers of the state
{economic, political and military} become the tools of
"black majority rule" to preserve the state; and the
system that imprisons the many nations still in search
of freedom from colonial rule.

I would suggest that as Africa’s past was
determined by the inter—relationships  between
indigenous nations, so shall the future be determined —
the presence of "imposed states" not withstanding.
Africa continues to scream and bleed from the influence
of long colonial periods which denied the importance of
indigenous nations. Colonial attitudes continue to live
in the breasts of many African political leaders who
want desperately to be accepted as "fine examples" by
the governments of former colonial masters.

It is time such political leaders of African states
reject state oppression and recognize the legitimate
position of hundreds of nations across Africa. Mr.
Wabuge and his colleagues in the Kenyan government
and other state governments should accept the natural
reality of nations and tribes and recognize that the
artificial states created from arbitrary colonial whims in
Europe are the major factor contributing to Africal
dislocation and African instability. It is the
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The Alternative to Apartheid - 162

thinking ignores the role played by colonialism in the
form of states in rapid economic decline. State
mismanagement of Africa’s resources has resulted in
dramatic drops in food production, deforestation and
consequent declines in animal populations as well as
increases in widespread starvation among Africa’s people.
The World Watch Institute noted in its 1986 review of
the State of the World: More then 40 percent of
Africans live in counliries where grain yields per heclare
are lower today than they were a generalion ago.
(Brown:189) Most of Africa’s states have been in
existence for only a generation or less. The choice first
stated is not a choice at all. Africa’s nations are being
forced to accept both the violence of colonialism and
cataclysmic breakdown.

A more proper choice is between the corruption of
colonialism and economic collapse, and Africa’s First
Nations and rebuilding the balance between the needs of
human beings and the requirements of the natural
environment. Africa’s nations maintained a careful
balance between their needs and the demands of Africa’s
natural environment for hundreds of thousands of years.
What was true for those thousands of years is no less
true now: Africa and her people must be as one. To
be one, Africa and her peoples must exist in balance
according to the conditions of Africa, not according to
some way of thinking and exploitation born in other
parts of the world. - Just as the f{ifth wave of
colonialism compounded errors through "decolonization"
and the formation of the African state system,
colonialism has compounded economic and ecologic
errors with  development strategies which have
consistently failed. The economic, social and political
experience and’ knowledge of Africa’s nations is essential
to Africa’s recovery from a generation of political
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corruption, economic decline and ecologic destruction.

The solution to Africa’s colonial aberrations, like
eparthesd, political instability, economic decline and
ecologic deterioration is in the reaffirmation of "local"
decisions by African nations. Just as it is true that If
the economic decline affecling Africa is to be reversed,
each counlry will need an environmentally based
development sirategy, (Brown:193) so it is true that
Africa’s nations must resume the primary responsibility
for determining the future of Africa.

State power rests on the backs of African
nations.

Partial steps in the direction of defining an African
strategy for arresting the decline were taken during the
Southern African Development' coordination Conference
in 1980. Conceived and promoted by Tanzania’s
President Julius K. Nyerere the nine states of Angola,
Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Swaziland,
Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe and the South African
occupied territory of Namibia met in Lusaka to commit
their countries o work harmoniously lo inlegrale thesr
economies and gradually to reduce their dependence,
particularly, but not only, on the Republic of South
Africa. {Nsekela:Introduction)

Recognizing that Southern African states were
deliberately sncorporaled — by metropolitan powers,
colonsal rulers and large corporations — snto the colonial
and sub~ colontal structures ceniring (sic) in general on

Center for World Indigenous Studies
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