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September, 1984
CHARTER

NORTE AMERICAN REGIONAL COUNCIL
OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLIS

PURPOSES

Section 1 - Purposes

This Council ha.s been formed in order to ensure snlidarity among the .
Indigenous Peoples of the First Katicns of Rorth America, to ecrengthen

the government and o*ganiza.ians of tbe Indigenous Peoples in that regiom,
and to .a:‘._".:.'.:a:e. the exc.hange of information among them. The Regional -~
Council is dedicated to: abolishing the possibiliry of the use of

phyeical and culrural pemocide and ethnociae; t:_oma..i.ng racism; ensuring
polirical, ecomomic znd social justice to Indigenmous Pecpies; estzblishing
and strengtheming Indigenous and cultural Tignts based upom the principle
of equaliry among Indigemous People and the people of nations who may -

surround them; promoting the principles of First Natiops' Sovereignry;

securing the choice of an enduTing relationship with and the fulfillment
of obliga icns owed by, the United States and.Canads o First Na..ians, N

securing the full recogmnition cf the intema ionsl status of treaties

made by First Raticns with those powers, and fulfillment of those obligations
by those powers; promoting full :Lnd:.genous sovereign me*sh._p ‘of parural
resources to whose alienztion First Katioms have never cunsentec‘., fostering

econemic coopera:ion between I’irst Reticne, imcluding. ..rane, ag"i:ulture gnd .

7 ..naustry. and promoting cooperstion berween 'E'irs.. Nztiope in martters of -

'7 eau:a...iurn, culrure, bezlth and social welfareo— =r-.

The Korth Amesican Regiomal Counell is an afsiligre of the Wezld Counell of .
Indigenous Peaples. '
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Section 2 - Defimtzion

A mezmber within the meaz:.'!.ng of this Coum:_l ghell be defined as & member

organization representing First Natioms of a COuURLIy, OF association of P:'.:s:

. Nations representative of Indigenous Peoples cf & country whose objectives

.are to furcther their economic self~sufficiency and to atrain sel.f-determ.na.ion.
The fmdi.ng members &Te the Assembly of First Hatians, Metis National Couneil,

. Native Council of Canade and Na..iana.l Congress of American Indians. Ind:l.genous'

Peoples of First Narioms shall be people living in countries which have a
population composed of éifferent ethmic or racial groups, who are descendants
cf-the eerliest popu_.la‘:ians which survive in the ares, and who do not, &s a
grm, conzrel the nationsl government of the countries within which they live.

Seczion 3 - Admission to Mewbershiv.

Hémbersh:.‘.p ip the Council is open to Inéigenmous orgacizaticas within the meaning

£ the present Charrer. The acmission of any First Naticns to membership in the
orgam'.za:ian w11l be dome indcially by the Executive Council. The criteria for
membership into the North American Regicmal Coumefl will be defined ané adopred
by the founding members of the No:;-.h American 'B.egi'unal Council.

Secrdon 4 = P=ivileges of Memhevship -

A membe.i‘ of the Counctl shall act im accordznce with the p:"...':.c.iplés cf the preseat
Charter and shall be exzitled te: . ' _ '
a) parzicipate t..:augh their chesen re“resen.a.ivs in both the E.e;ional

~ hssexbly and the Izecutive Commncil; -~ '
b) cast votes On 2ny matrer concerzing the mexbershipy as & whole; .
c) regquest support Irom the regionzl mexbership as 2 wnole fc' 2 marrer
' peculiar to themselves as & First Netioz; '

d) wurilize the good cffices of the Regicmal Council in seeking SsuppeItT Zoom . -

the Wozld Coumzil cf Izdigemous Pecples..



III.

Sectior 5 =« Rerresertetipr of Memhers

4 merher of the Council ghill be represented by the following procedures:

&) where the Eegionai Aspecbly declares that the Indigenous populatiop has
& body recognized a&s representative by the indigenoué population.

. These groups will select their own represeptative or represenatives;

b) where the Indigenous populetion has no such body &nd while the formartion
of & body recognized as representative by the Indigemous population is
being proaoted,'a Tepresentative or représenta:ives mey be selected by
the Executiwe Counclil on the basis of numbers and populsticz, regiocns
in the cowmtry, tribal efflligrion, or organized bodies.

Section 6 - Observers
Observers shzll be per=itted at the direction of the Eegionl Assembly.

Sec: ion 7 - Susnension of Members

A mezber of the Cowncil which has persistently viclated the principies . .
contzined in the present Chatter may be suspended from the exercise of the

Tights and privileges of mewbership by the Regional Assembly, upon recom—
mendztiop of the Execurive Councfl. The exercise cf these Tights &and privileges -
may be gixtliariy res:ored by the membership of the kegicmal Assexmbly upon the -

reca:menna:ion c‘ the _:ecn ive Cowmcil.,

ORGANS

Section 8 - Principe] Orpens

There zre estzklished 88 the principal crgzns of the Coumczil, & Ragibnal'“'*"ﬁ?"

'Assembly, ar Executive Coun:.., & Secretztiat and such further orgzns as may

be establisned by the Regiomal Assembly. ~ o -

FEGIONAL ASSEMETY

Seztion 9 = Defivdieinn



The Regicnal Assembly shell consist ef &2 recopcized delegstes To the

horth Americas kegfional Counctil & & meeting duly celled and convened,
Section 10 - PoweTs

The Kegional Assembly:

&) may discuss any matter within the scope of the Council;

b) may make recommendations to members or to other crgeuizetions or agencies;

c) shall direct the msaiing of reports or studies for inrernal use of the

. Coumcil; - a - _

d) shall consider and direct any &ffilisrion of the Council with cother

Tgacizations or agencies; '

e) ehall receive and comsider t.he reports it recelves from the Secreterist
and from others withip the Cowmedlil;

£) shall éirect the Secretariar im its functions; ,

‘g) ©hall have the powers mecessary to condutt its bﬁsiness, including _the
power to receive and expend funds and to conesider &nd approve the budget
of the Council. . o

Seczion 1l - Voting -
Zach Member of the Korth Americzn Regiconel Council shzall have one vote.
Section 12 - Reselutior of Tisoures Reserdone Delegates

In the case of any dispute regard..ng the aelegate.s cf eny First ha..icn, the
kegional Assembly may resclve the matter or delegate the mztter 2t is disereciex.

Section 13 ~ Meerings
The Begicnal Asse:nbly spall meet in- regular sessions once every two years oOr at.
such intervels as may deterzined by the Reg:x.ona_ Assembly or the Exerurive Counetl,

a) Specizl kegional Assemtlies ma2y be cazlled by the Executive Council, or by the

Secrerta=izt upon the reguest of & mejority of its members, -

e /S



b) Toe kegional Assembly &hall adopt its own rules of procedures;
¢) Tne kegional Assemily shell seiect the Tnelirmer of each reguler

kegional Assembly,

Section 14 = Subsicdierv Orpe={zarions or Apencies

The Regionai Assembly mey establish comxittees or worklimng groups

835 it deeme necessery for the performance of its funcrtioms,

LIECTTIVE COURTIL

Section 15 = Composizion

The ;';xm;'u:.ivé Council shall initially copeist of the founding members of the

Norzh Americen Regional Councl] who are the Assembly of Pirst Katioms, Mecis
Netional Coummcil, Kative Council of Canade and Kacional Congress of American

Toe Ixecutive Council will have two Co—!‘.'ha:‘.:men, ope from Canada and ‘one £

the Dpited States of America. The Cnezismenchkip from each country shall rotete -
as derer=ined by the Ixecutive Council, Tne Co—Chairmen will git on the World
Counell of Indigenous Peoples' Execuzive Council as representztives of the
Kerth Ame=icen Regionel Couwnsil, Tne Co-Corirmen will be respemsibie for

overseeing the buciness of the North American Regiocz.

Sec:ian 16 = ‘Exm::;.ions znd Powers 3

'.!.'n.é f:mc:ian# and powers of- the Executive Council shall be defined by <he
kegionzl Asserhly. Ip any situsztion arising, wherein no direction has been
received IZrom the Reglonzl Assexbly and where an izmedizte Tesponse is pecessery,
the Ixecutive Counczil ghzll aec: in accordance with z':bse rrinciples ser our in
this Cherter. The Executive Council shell seek funding for the Korth Amewican .. .
Regionsl Coumcil, | ' ' |

Section 17 - Veiing

&) EZach merber orgzmizesion shall have one vote;

- . - - - N - - -— -
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¢} Decisions of the Executive Council on &1l other marters shall be made by
&= eIflrmetive vote of the mejoriry uciess the Council 2epel? or <he
kegionil Assemtly detides feo reguire & Fresiel Dumder of &ny spezific

issue or types of issues,
Secticn 18 = Procedures

a) - The Executive Council shall be sorcrga:iied as to be a&ble to function -
continucusly; _ | |

b) The Executive Council shall hold periocdic meetings &t vhich each of irs
membeTs Ehall be represented by & specifically desigﬁated represectetive;

c) Tne Execurive Coun:il;ﬁay hold meetings &t su:h'pl#ces which, in 4irs
Judgement, will best facilitste its work:

d) Tone Executive Councll may establish cunmi#teés or working groups as it
Geems necessary for the performance of its fumctions;

e) The Executive Coumcil ghell adopt its own rules of Frocedure;

) Any organization which is not & member of the Executive Council shell be
ablerto participate in any discussion concerzing matrers of direct concerm:

to thex at the discretion of the EIxecutive Council.
ScerTaRIAT A

Seczior 18 - Corpocition

Toe Zxecutive Council shall incc:pﬁra:e'a Secretarizt to caTTy out the admimie
strative, legal and program functions of the North American Regiomal Council of -
the Werld Coumell of Indigenous Feople. The membership of :he,Se::é:a:ia: vill

be the membersbip of the Executive Commsil, -

Section 20 - Sg=f

Ine staZl shall be hired by the Secretariz:i,. ipproprizre gtzffs may be - -
permanex=tly assigned, as regquired, to zny corganm of the Council. Due regard shall
be pzid to the izporrance of recruliting steff or as wide 2 geographicszl bacics as

possibie,

vedl?



Vil. RATITICATION

i Section 21 = ke=ifice~ion
“

This Cherter #ha.".l be. open for signsture to &ll FPirst kKezions in Kezoth

~ Americe &nd shall.be ratified by eignatory First Ketions in sccordance
wvith thedir fespec*-ve constitutional processes. This Cherter shall come
inteo effect when it dis signed by the four founhing organizations represent:
.he Pirst Kztions of North Americe.

: instriments of ratificarion shell be depogiﬁed with the jeint Chairmen
| ©f the North American Regional Council. '

VIZI. ATIDMERTS

Section 22 - Adovsion of Amendmentg

Amendments to the ﬁresenz Chzrter shall become effeccive wvhen they bave been
'L,___uobted by 2 vote of 2/3 of the delegares of the Regional Assexbly present
_ end vesing, ' '




December 12, 1583

RESOLUTION 8
MOVED: By George Manuel
SECONDED- By Ossie Crusse - _ ADOPTED

THAT the following items be on the agenda for the next
General Assembly;

1. That the Charter be amended to provide two members’
on the Executive Council for North America,. i.e. one
from Canada and one from USA

2. That the Charter clarify the importance of the goal
of self-determination for WCIP.

3. That the Charter specify that the objective of
Indigenous Peoples must be decolonization from
nation-state governments.

RESOLUTION 9

MOVED: By Aslak Nils Sara
SECONDED: By Ossie Crusse

'TO proceed as planned to hold the 4th Gerieral Assembly
in Mexico, June 1 - 11, 1984,

RESOLUTION 10

MOVED: By Aslak Nils,Sara

THAT the President 1mplement the dec151ons on the pre—
agenda.

THAT the theme- for the 4th General Assembly ber"Indlgenous
Peoples' Self—Determlnatlon" :



RESOLUTION

WHEREAS the ovlgxnal members of the North American Regiocnal
Council, being the National Congress of american Indlans,
the Native Council of Canada, the Assembly of First _
Nations and the Metis National Council have adopted an
interim Charter for the North American Region; and '

WEEREAS the next stage is the convening of a General Assembly of
First Nations of North America for the purpose of
*;nallzlng the Charter and striking the necessary Committees
and Insbztutlons,‘

_ THER,FDRE BE IT R~SOLVED that this General Assembly be convened

at Batoche, Saskatchewan, for three days during the '
period of July 18 - 28, 1985, to coincide with the

Metis Commemoration of their Centenary (specific dates. .-
to be Getermined later). -

BE TT FUR*EER RESOLVED that the Assembly of First Rations be
encouraged to co-host the Assembly with the Metis
Naticnal Counc;l representative in Saskatchewan, along
" with representatives Irom the*National‘Congress of
American‘lndians,and'the Nz+tive Council of Canada and =~ -
the two interim Co-chairpersons of the North American _ .

Regional Council. -

| Aéopted'by +he North American Regicnal Council at the , _
Tvth Generaz]l Assembly of the World Council of Ind;genous Peonles'
in Panama City, Panama ~ September 26, 1984
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TOD COTURCTL OF TRDILGSNCTS PEOPLIS

PESOLTTION:

WEZRTAS the Pirsr Rarticns of _Hn::h Ame=ica &re decirous of exsuring
 splidazity smomg their pecples and to this end have agreed to establish
& North Ameziczn B.:ginnal Coumnell of Indigencus pecples af‘:'.lia ed to

~ She TWorld Cm.mc...l cf lnd....genons People; ‘ '

*f?z:rozz ZE IT 2:sozvzn that the Assembly of Tirsz Nasions, Mecis
- Naztiecnal Cowmell, Razive Coumzil cf Canads and the Katicmal Congress
gf Ame=ican Indians have agree.d to accep.. iz principle the graf:
sharzer ef the \:-..h Amezican Regicnal Councll which is appennad to
cvis wesplutics op the understanding thars revisions to the draft
ghaTeer shell take ,':lace in gufficient time for & f.:.:.a.l grzZt o be:

' a.dcp:ed wizkin & 've.a: f=om this dzze.
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