EDITORIAL

This is the first, somewhat delayed issue of the Survival International
annual REVIEW, which :is sent to all subscribing members of the
organisation. The decision to cease publication of the quarterly REVIEW
and replace it with a quarterly NEWS and an annual REVIEW was taken
by the International Executive in early 1983. The quarterly REVIEW
had begun to absorb a disproportionate amount of staff time and, while
widely appreciated. by. those members of Survival International
professionally concerned with tribal issues, was evidently not serving as
an effective draw for new members: it was also very costly to produce.

1983 thus saw the circulation ‘of the first three issues of Survival
International NEWS which has been designed to reach a broad-based
membership by providing readily accessible information on recent events
concerning tribal peoples and on Survival International’s activities. The
overall response to the NEWS has been encouraging and it continues to
improve in style, layout and content. Much of the credit for its success is
owed to the untiring efforts of the volunteer editor of the NEWS, Virginia
Luling. , ,

This first issue of the annual REVIEW must be considered experimental
and members are encouraged to send in suggestions as to how they would
like to see future issues improved, In this issue while continuing to report
on the areas on which we have previously focused—Central and South -
America—we have concentrated attention on the plight of the tribal
peoples of Bangladesh, especially those in the Chittagong Hill Tracts
where the elimination of the non-Muslim minorities has taken on
genocidal proportions over the last decade and a haif,

This is not the first time that we have published on the tribals’ situation
in the Chittagong Hills. As well as reporting in the REVIEW, we
circulated a first ‘Information Pack’ on the issue in early 1981 and this
was followed by a second circulation in April 1983 updating the
information '-and encouraging recipients to write to the Asian
Development Bank and the Bangladesh government calling upon them to
moderate their policies in the Chittagong Hills. Of all the letter
campaigns directed by Survival International to date, these have elicited
~ the least response. The same unconcern for the fate of the tribal peoples of
the Chittagong Hills was evinced by the wholly cynical manner with
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which the Bangladesh government responded last August to a statement
presented by the Anti-Slavery Society- to*the Working Group on
Indigenous Peoples at the UN. In response to the detailed and well-
documented allegafions of genocide in the Chittagong Hills, the first
secretary of the Bangladesh Mission, Mr Alimul Haque, raised a emoke-
screen of outraged dignity. The Mission denied the validity of the Anti-
Slavery Society’s submission on the grounds that the Bengali people are
indigenous to all Bangladesh and that ‘the entire population of the
territory which now comprises Bangladesh has always been and still is
one people—the Bangladesh nation’ and moreover that ‘Bangladesh is a
country with a homogenous people’. While thus effectively denying the
existence of minority tribal peoples within' Bangladesh, Mr Haque also
claimed that the ‘paradigm situation’ about which the Working Group on
indigenous Peoples should be concerned ‘derived from:the historical
experience of countries in 'the Western Hemisphere and Australasia
where a colonising and racially distinct’ people coming: from overseas
established settlements and entered into a situation of conflict with the
autochthonous population of 'those : countries’.” By:'this means "the
Bangladesh Mission was able to evade any 'direct'comment on the Anti-
Slavery Society’s allegations, but apart-from the'fact that the Bengali
settlers currently being encouraged to enter the Chittagong Hills are not
from ‘overseas’, Mr Haque's paradigm fits;nicely. the,situation in south-
eastern Bangladesh, Genocide remains . a. crime against humanity

whether it be committed across or,within the boundarjes of nation states.

o “~ -~ Marcus Colchester
o Editor

BANGLADESH

-

]

‘We want the land and not the people’:
meoo&m in the Chittagong Hill Tracts

The following article, written by a Chakma tribal who prefers to retain
anonymity, effectively summarises the extensive documentation that exists
on what is one of the most serious predicaments for tribal people anywhere
in the world. - _ _
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Introduction

An extraordinary state of affairs is prevailing in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts (CHT). The Bangladesh Government has been. carrying out a
programme of systematic extermination of the indigenous nationalities of

‘the CHT because they are ethnically, religicusly and culturally different

from ‘the Muslim Bengalis. As a result, all human rights and civil

- liberties have been violated; tens of thousands of innocent tribal men,

women and children have been murdered; 12-15 thousand tribal people
have been detained without trial, tortured and some of them killed;
thousands of tribal women have been kidnapped, raped and many of them
forcibly converted into Islam; tens of thousands of tribal farmers have
been herded into concentration camps and their farm lands have been
distributed among the cutsider Muslim Bengali settlers; about 85 per
cent of the tribal houses have been burned; Buddhist temples have been
desecrated and destroyed; Buddhist monks have been detained without
trial, tortured and some of them slaughtered and hundreds of thousands
of outsider Muslim Bengalis have been rehabilitated by displacing the
tribal farmers. In 1947, the tribal population and the Muslim Bengsalis
formed 98 per cent and less than 2 per cent of the total population of the
CHT respectively. By 1982, the Muslim Bengali population accounted for
more than 50 per cent of the total population in the CHT. All
development works have created job opportunities exclusively for the
Muslirn Bengalis, whereas the tribal people are not even allowed to do
business. During the British period the people of the CHT enjoyed an
important degree of autonomy, the rule of law and justice, police and
official protection, full employment and prosperity. However, under the
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Muslim Bengali rule, they have been deprived of all human rights and
forced to become landless, homeless, jobless refugees. They are facing the
prospect of total extinction.

Origin
The CHT is a tribal area consisting of 5,093 square miles in the south-
eastern corner of Bangladesh bordering India and Burma. It is the
traditional home of 12 tribes numbering about 600,000. Ethnically they
are mongoloid and culturally they are close to the ethnic groups of Burma
and eastern India. The majority of them are Buddhists and the rest are
either Hindus or Christians. Because of their different culture, religion
and ethnic origin the tribal people suffered extreme romﬁ__@ from 35
neighbouring Bengalis for centuries. (Reference 1-12.): - -

British Period

When the British arrived on the ?&mb mswnouﬂuobn ﬁrmw recognised the
difficult situation of the tribal people and created an’autonomous area.
called the Chittagong Hill Tracts, exclusively for the tribal people. It
was governed directly by the Qo<m§on of Bengal and administered under
the Chittagong Hill Tracts Regulation of 1800, This required that all
gavernment functionaries apart from the Deputy Commissioner, who was
traditionally British, and a few high om.a_ﬂm. be recruited locally.. There
was even a separate Police establishment called the.Chittagong: Hill
Tracts Police which was mostly manned by: the tribal people except the
Superintendent of Police who was also British,: Non-tribal people-were
not allowed to settle in the district permanently, nor: could,they purchase
land from the tribal:people. Under:Rule 51 gmw could be expelled from
the district if they were thought undesirable.or.found deing, mﬂu}?ﬂm
prejudicial to the interest of the tribal, wmow_m.rhwmmmnwnnm 1-2, 4-9.) ..

Schools, rom?g_m. carpentry, mms:bm EmaEuom. ‘survey, nomm-vﬁ_&bm.
post office, telegraph, 854&. mechanised romﬁm, imam-.ﬁon_nm &o&.ﬁﬂ&n
modern administration,’ rule of law and’ E@Enm. “and 'so’ on"were first
introduced to the CHT" &Ebm the' wzﬂmr,_vosom Weaving has been
known to the tribal vmoEo since’ antiquity .“The" majority of “them
possessed flat farmlands in’the' valleys.” They had’ developed ' the
farmlands themselves, practised plough cultivation,” used oxen and
buffaloes to draw the ploughs, manured the farmlands é:& cow-dung and
buffalo-dung, and had developed the crop rotation method. The Survey
and Revenue Department was mostly manned by the tribal officers. The
official records of the wﬁﬂmw period and &m,o om _..Wo wuww-mg vosom mroi
these historical facts.

Those tribal people who did not possess flat. ».E.E_mzmm_ nE_.,Zmnmm wrm hill
slopes by the slash-and-burn cultivation method -(Jhum) and-also by
using the 4-year rotation principle. They-let:the once cultivated land go
fallow for a period of 3—4 years in order.to, recuperate by natural process.
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The British Administration encouraged the hill farmers to adopt plough
cultivation and set up the Government Agricultural Farm at Rangamati
and agriculture was taught in Rangamati Government High School.
(Reference 1-2, 4-12.)

Pakistani Period

After Britain granted independence to India and Pakistan in 1947, Sir
Cyril Radcliffe, the Chairman of the Boundary Commission, arbitrarily
awarded the CHT to Pakistan in violation of the very principle of the
partition, ie. the Muslim majority districts to go to Pakistan and others to

‘India. 98 per cent of the population of the CHT were non-Muslims at the

time of indepéndence. The inclusion of the CHT into Pakistan was
bitterly resented by the tribal people and the Chittagong Hill Tracts
Peoples’ Association presented a memorandum to the Boundary
Commission arguing that as Pakistan was the homeland for Muslims, the
CHT should be made part of the secular republic of India. This was
rejected on the feeble grounds that the region was not accessible from
India (but see map). The CHT Peoples’ Association refused to accept the
terms of the Boundary Commission and convened an emergency
conference of all tribal leaders including the Chakma Chief, other
headmen, students and officers. They unanimously passed the resolution:
“The Chittagong Hill Tracts shall not abide by the Radcliffe Award’ and
copies of the resolution were forwarded to Delhi, Calcutta, Karachi and
London. Resistance squads were formed all over the CHT and delegates
were sent to India to seek support. However, without international
support or a supply of arms they were unable to intensify their struggle
and as a consequence, the Pakistani armed forces were able to mcwuummm
the popular rebellion. (Reference 1-2, 4-6.)

Under the Pakistani rule the situation in the CHT armsm& gradually.
Although the CHT Regulation of 1900 was left standing, its rules were
not observed by the Pakistani Government. Outsider Muslim Bengali
officers and settlers were brought in, the tribal police force was disbanded
and its officers together with other tribal civilian officers were
transferred to other districts of East Pakistan. During the 24 years of
Pakistani rule the tribal people lost practically all political and economic
rights including official and police protection. The Muslim Bengalis even
interfered with the social and religious life of the people of the CHT. For
example, in 1953, the Chakma Chief, Raja Tridiv Roy was mobbed by
the Government-backed Muslim Bengalis while administering justice in
his Royal Court in his capacity as a magistrate. In spite of the personal
intervention of the then British Deputy Commisgioner, Lt. Col. John
Angus Hume, OBE, he was arrested and insulted by the Muslim
Bengali police, The Chakma Chief fulfils a role similar to that of the
British Constitutional Monarchy. He is the symbol of the nation, head
and nucleus of the society, and defender of religion and culture. The
Chakma Chief would have been killed without the intervention of Col.
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Hume. This highly admired British officer protested against the gross
injustice by resigning his post. (Reference. 1-2, 4-9.) _

Large-scale Muslim Bengali settlement on the farmlands of the tribal
farmers resulted in the eviction of about 100,000 tribesmen. The eviction

‘of the largest single group of 60,000 took place in 1961 when the Muslim

Bengali immigrants started rioting against the innocent tribal farmers. -
The riot was stopped only when the Indian and other Governments lodged
protest with the Pakistani regime. The evicted tribals were pushed into

India and Burma and none of them was repatriated.

‘The -construction of a US-financed hydroelectric dam on the river

Karnafuli submerged 350 square miles of low lands including 40 per cent
of the best arable land of the CHT, and uprooted more than 100,000 tribal
farmers. The Government took no effective steps to rehabilitate them.
Many tribals died during the removal and many fied to the Indian States
of Tripura and Mizoram. Nor were any tribesmen employed in the
construction of the dam. Although the project supplies the entire half of
Bangladesh with electricity, it has not employed any tribal people and
has supplied them with virtually no electricity. Other economic benefits
such as fish farming and fish industries have also been exclusively
allotted to the outsider Muslim Bengalis. Tribal farmlands were acquired
by the Government to set up a Paper Mill and a Rayon Mill at
Chandraghona and also other industries in the district. Only a few
tribal people have been employed there. (Reference 1-2, 4-9.) -

Bengali Period

‘During the 1971 war for the independence of Bangladesh, 50,000 Muslim

Bengalis from the neighbouring districts, Chittagong and Noakhali,
settled on the tribal farmlands with the help of the Pakistani army and
following independence they refused to leave. These illegal Muslim
Bengali settlers ‘attacked the tribal people, burnt their homes, raped
their women, looted properties and destroyed Buddhist temples. No
action was taken by the Government in this matter’. During the civil war,
many tribal people sided with the Bangladeshi forces in the hope that
under independence their condition would improve. When the Pakistani
army withdrew from the Panchari area, the Bangladesh Mukti Bahini
came, killed 18 tribal people who came out to receive them, plundered the
area, and slaughtered another 16 tribesmen in an adjacent place. On 14

.December 1971, the Bengali soldiers burned 200 houses at Kukichara

and killed 22 tribals who took shelter in trenches. Later more atrocities
followed and the tribal people were indiscriminately arrested as
oo___mwowm_..owm. {Reference 1-2, 4-9.) : .

Soon after independence Sheikh Mujib’s Government unleashed a reign
of terror in the CHT. In a military campaign to search for ‘Rejakars and
Albadars’ (supporters of Pakistan) several hundred innocent tribal people

‘were killed, houses were looted and burned, and a large number of women
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were raped and tortured. For example, in 1972 the Bangladeshi soldiers
massacred the people of the' villages—Merung, Hazachara and
Boalkhali. Badly shaken by these attacks,’ the. tribal people sent a
delegation under the leadership of Mr Manabendra Narayan Fn-.:-w_ a
Member of Parliament, to Sheikh Mujibur:’ ‘Rahman asking for
autonomy and enforcement of the CHT mwmm.Emﬁoa of 1900. Their request
was answered by charges of secessionism, massive bloody, H.mvnmmwm and
the burning of hundreds om S:mmmm. "After u&moﬂou of m: peaceful ways
and means of resolving ‘the’ CHT “crisis»through ‘the wmbm_mmamw
Government, the tribal people had .no alternative but to organise the
Shanti Bahini or ‘Peace Force' si..r a view to m,umﬂ,zm ﬁrm 0349.55@3
oppression. Emmmnmsnm 1-2, 4-9.)° . .

During the period of Sheikh HSE.r.m regime a _E.mo 55..:..3 of gcmrg
Bengalis were allowed to settle vmgmbmzﬂw ‘by, expelling the'tribal
farmers. The Government’s policy was designed'to outnumber the tribal
people with the Muslim Bengalis EE to force them to lose their identity
and merge with the Bengali nation. In pursuit 3. this policy it set up the
Chittagong Hill Tracts Development Board: E 1975 to create more
jobs for the Muslim Bengalis and also'to- .open ‘up.the 'interior to the
Muslim Bengali immigration. Despite the name, this body has little to do
with the development of gc Ecm_ mmoEm irmgﬂnm ?m area. 9&3058
i-2, 4-9.) _ .

After the c<m~.$:d<< of Sheikh g&mv a ».E_u& mmﬁomw&.oh submitted a
memorandum to the then President of Bangladesh, Justice A, 8. Sayem
on 19 November 1975 mmﬂmsm_um regional. autonomy. The result was
similar repression. Again in 1976, a. further’proposal was presented to
President Ziaur Rahman. In response the'soldier-president intensified
repression and the Bangladesh 'armed: ‘forces ‘massacred "the innocent
tribal villagers. The manner in which they tortured and slaughtered the
unarmed tribal men, women and aEEEb should: w:n even the Pakistani
army tyrants to shame. For instance, on.5: March’ chm 'three young men
of village Gargajyachari, (1) mEE-.mB Talukder, 16 year old student of
Khagrachari College, (2) Alomoy Talukder,’17 year old’ student of
Khagrachari College, and (3) Hallwa Chakma; 16 year old farmer, were
taken to the Khagrachari military camp irm..m ‘The Army made meat
of them by cutting them to pieces with their own ﬁmmm__m eunomm knife), first
separating the muscles from the voumm in: ﬁmoﬁrE. .“ow 9.0?3:8 1-2,

4-9)

On 25 March 1980, a local ‘commander, om ﬁrm wubm_mmmmr army . forces
called a meeting at, Kalampati Union to, &mocmm ‘the:problems of the
locality and also the restoration. of Buddhist' temples.'A large number of
tribal people assembled on the Kaukhali Bazaar ground. "The military
commander arrived, addressed the.assembled people,’and then left. As
soon as he had gone some hundred Muslim wmammrm armed with knives
and spears attacked the tribal ‘people.’ Behind‘them came the Bengali
soldiers. More than 300 tribala'were" Uﬁngama on the spot. Then the

i2

Bengali rioters under the protection of the Bengali soldiers burned about
two dozen tribal villages in the Union, killed more innocent tribal people,
kidnapped many tribal women, destroyed many Buddhist temples and
murdered many Buddhist monks. (Reference 15-19.) ,

The Government has greatly increased the number of army and police
personnel in the CHT. The number of police stations has been increased
from 12 to 28.-There are three cantonments at Dighinala, Ruma and
Alikadam. In addition to this, military, para-military and police camps
have been set up in all important places, and checkposts have been
opened on all roads and waterways. An anti-guerrilla training centre has
been established at Mahalchari and there is one Naval base at
Dhulyachari. Additionally the entire Bangladesh Air Force is active in
the CHT. With one armed representative of the Bangladesh Government
for every five tribesmen, the CHT now resembles a vast military camp. A
breakdown of the total mnamnm»r of the infantry and other mﬁcrs forces
in the CHT is shown below: -

Bangladesh Army 24th Inf. Div. 80,000 men
Bangladesh Rifles mmn::. 6 Bns 25,000 men
Ansars , 2Bns 5,000 men
~Armed Police . 5Bns 10,000 men

Training Centre —_ 800 men

.E..m_. .wwsm_mmmmv Government has built all-weather wommm. m.ma
Bandarban to Ruma, Cheringa (on the Chittagong-Cox’s Bazar Road)

- to " Alikadam, Ramgarh to Dighinala via Khagrachari, and

Chittagong to Khagrachari via Fatikchari in order to facilitate
military campaigns and also to open up the interior to _io Hﬁ:mrE
Bengali settlers (Reference 1-2, 4-12.)

Uncontrolied military operations have resulted in all forms of human
rights violations such as mass killings, imprisonment without trial, rape,
harassment, restriction on the movement of essential commedities,
persecution ‘of the tribal people for their religious beliefs, desecration and
destruction of Buddhist temples, and wholesale destruction of tribal
villages. Normally the soldiers surround a village, round up all men,
women and children, and then subject them to different forms of torture.
The men and the boys are either shot dead or crippled by having their
fingers and legs broken. Many of the victims succumb to the injuries and
those who survive become invalided for life. They are not provided with
any kind of medical treatment. Evidently the men and the boys are often
crippled to prevent them from holding weapons. The girls and the
housewives are raped. (Reference 1-2, 4-11.)

.Prisoners have reported the repeated and consistent use ¢f inhuman

tactica to obtain information or to force confessions. Methods reportediy
used include: severe beatings, electric shocks, uninterrupted
interrogation, withholding of food and water, inadequate medical care,
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standing in the sun until collapse, living and sleeping in pits exposed to
the elements, and half-drownings. It is estimated that 12,000 to 15,000
tribal civilians have been jailed without charges or trial. Many of these
prisoners have been shifted to prisons outside of the CHT. Inquiring
family members elicit no response and no legal recourse is available to
either the prigoner or their families. Thousands of tribal people have been
arrested and have then disappeared. It is feared that many of them died
during torture and their bodies were buried secretly outside of the CHT.
For example, one Monotosh Chakma, g/o Mr Bimalananda Chakma,
was arrested at Khagrachari and then taken to the Dighinala military
cantonment where he was beaten to death. His body was flown to
Chittagong to be disposed of secretly. The return of his mutilated body
was made possible only by the intervention of Mr Ali Haider Khan, the
then Deputy Commissioner of the CHT. (Reference 1-2, 4-112.)

The Bangladesh army troops detain and torture the relatives of the
resistance fighters in order to force them to gurrender. On 9 April 1979 at
0200 hours, the army raided the civilian quarters of Rangamati and
arrested without warrant or charges more than 70 tribal eivilians
including young girls, old men, old women and boys. The detainees were
subjected to repeated harassment, physical abuse and interrogation.
Abuses included forced exposure to sun all day with eyes focused on the
sun, sleeping in self-dug ditches, and beatings. The women and the girls
were raped. On 16 March 1979, all men, women and children of two
villages—Khabang Paria and Khagrachari were rounded up, hung
from trees and beaten mercilessly. (Reference 6, 14.)

The army has forcibly moved the tribal farmers into forced
resettlement camps or concentration camps. The Government
describes them as ‘Model villages’ or ‘Strategic villages' or ‘Co-operative
farming projects’ in order to hoodwink the civilised world. The first aim of
this project is to clear out vast areas of the CHT; all tribal people found in
these areas are considered to belong to the resistance. Secondly, these
shifts are intended to remove food and other sources of support to the
resistance. Thirdly, this is designed to clear the tribal farmlands and
villages of the tribesmen and then to settle the land with the outsider
Muslim Bengalis. Intimidation, physical abuse and wholesale burning of
village homes have been employed to force the tribal people to leave their
ancestral homes and farmlands. No compensation has been paid to them.
Concentration camps have been established in Bilaichari Union,
Moghban Union, Balukhali Union and some in the Ramgarh and
Bandarban sub-divisions. Rape, beating, starvation, lack of medical
care and so on in the concentration camps have been frequently reported
by the tribal people. Life in the concentration camps under the
Bangladesh armed forces is so horrifying that when the Government
decided to set up another camp at Ghagra the tribal people deserted their
ancestral homes and farmlands and fled to other areas. (Reference 1--2,

4-9.)
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The tribal people are being persecuted for their religious beliefs. The
Buddhist temples are looted and destroyed, the Buddhist monks are
tortured and killed, and the statues of the Buddha are desecrated and
destroyed. For instance, on 25 March 1980, the army and the Muslim
Bengalis attacked the Buddhist temples in the Kalampati Union. Eight
temples were looted and destroyed, and many monks were tortured and
murdered. The Maischari Buddhist temple, some 40 miles north of
Rangamati, was desecrated and occupied for eight months by the
Bangladesh armed police on the ground that the Government forces had
nowhere to live. A petition about the matter to the Deputy
Commissioner and the Superintendent of Police had no effect. A
number of tribal people have been forcibly converted to Islam. Thousands
of tribal women have been kidnapped and many of them have also been
forced to embrace Islam. The army prevents tribal people from practising
their own religion. Chitmarang, some 20 miles south of Rangamati, is
the holiest of all places for the Buddhists of the CHT, and the Buddhists
from every corner of the district have gone there on pilgrimage. The army
has set up a checkpoint on the way to the Buddhist temple. People going
there are asked for their identity cards (special cards are required only of
the tribal people) and thoroughly searched. Harassment has increased to
such an extent that few people dare go to the temple. Many Buddhist
monks have been imprisoned without trial. There have been numerous
further instances of such abuses, which have been amply documented
elsewhere. (Reference 4-7, 15-19, 1-2, 4-74.)

The Bangladesh Government has been trying to cover up all the
monstrous crimes it has committed against the defenceless tribal people.
The CHT has been sealed off and foreign journalists are not allowed to
visit the places of alleged atrocities and massacres on the grounds that
the presence of large numbers of ‘wild boars and elephants’ makes free
movement hazardous and that a journey might be dangerous because, the
Bangladesh Authorities claim, ‘today we are afraid of going into the
interior because of malaria’. On 25 March 1980, the Bangladesh army
carried out the Kalampati Massacre in which over 300 tribals were
murdered and two dozens of tribal villages were destroyed. Under
pressure from the press, from the Humanitarian organisations and
from Members of Parliament the Government reluctantly ordered a
Committee of Inquiry but it never reported. Perhaps it is noteworthy
that the Bangladesh Government has denied all accusations of genocide
committed by the Bangladesh armed forces against innocent tribal
people. However, a confidant of Ziaur Rahman is reported to have said:
‘We are doing something wrong there. We are being unfair to the tribes.
It is a political problem that is being dealt with by police and army action,
yet it can be settled politically very easily. We have no basis for taking
over these lands and pushing the tribes into a corner. We should at Jeast
call a meeting of these tribal leaders and ask them their demands’.

(Reference 24-25, 15-19.)
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In December 1980, the Government introduced a new Bill, t i

>~.mmm Act of 1980, in Parliament with a view to nwmmﬁsm_m MHMN—M“MWMMM MM.
genocide in the CHT. This would authorise junior uniformed personnel as
_oé..wmnf:m as Sub-Inspector of police or NCO in the army to make
N«Eﬂwmmw_mﬂ.mmn and open fire on any person ‘engaged in any unlawful
activity’ in areas declared to be ‘disturbed’. Unlawful activities were
@mb:w@ as ‘any action prejudicial to the sovereignty or territorial
Eﬁmmw:,.% ... or gecurity of Bangladesh or the maintenance of public
..:.H_E.. Among other sweeping powers, the application of which would be
immune from challenges in any courts, were that police and defence
mo:.“mm could enter any premises to conduct a search, destroy a house
believed to Um,c.mmm as an ammunition or explosive dump, and confiscate
property. The w:_.Em_“ strong opposition from MPs of various parties. The
Government admitted that the Bill was ‘tailored to curb msm:nm.ms..uw in
the south-eastern district of the Chittagong Hill Tracts’. A Member of
Parliament from the CHT, Mr Upendra Lal Chakma commented ‘That
really let the cat out of the bag. The Government is looking for a

genocidal solution of the problems of t : P ‘
(Reference 26-29.) P s of the ethnic minorities up there’

As a result of military campaigns thousands i ili

. of tribal families have tak
shelter in the wo_.mm_,_ and have been living on roots and leaves. They MEAM
not return to their homes because their villages had already been

> occupied by the outsider Muslim Bengali settlers. Many tribals and all

young children died of starvation. The Government

anybody to carry essential commodities such as rice, salt QMMwomMMM N__%H
and _.:m%nEm. beyond the district capital, Rangamati. The tribal H.vmcEm
are not _umzs._gmm to buy more than 2 kilograms of rice per family per
week. A family has normally six members and this amount of food is
noﬁ._:w _.:mmma:mwm for six people. There is serious shortage of these
mluo_mm. in the O.E.H. and most of the tribal people suffer from lack of food

>.mvm9m_ permit is required to carry medicine. To get such a permit a
nﬁdm_. must go to government centres which are usually miles away from
the villages. On the way there are military and police checkposts where
the tribal people are often harassed, tortured and detained in pits without
%.oom and water. Some of them die during torture. Raping of tribal women
isa BEEc:Emom and so they dare not go out of their villages. In effect

the _..Evm.: people are being forcibly deprived of medicine and other dail :
necessities. As a consequence, malaria has broken out on an muEm:&M
scale in the CHT. Currently, large numbers of tribal people are dying of
ﬁwﬁﬂwsmna MM owv_wa &wmmﬂmm.mﬂrm Bangladeshi regime is adopting every

method to get ri indi i iti
T s os, mw”mwo_ g M.v.&m indigenous nationalities of the CHT.

Large-scale Muslim Bengali settlement in the CHT ¢

Tu ! [ ame hard on th
heels of the military campaigns. Although the Government denies Mmi:m
settled any cutsider E:E:: Bengalis in the CHT, 25,000 families (25,000
X 6 members per family = 150,000) had been rehabilitated by the Eww&m

17




of 1980 (FIRST PHASE). Official ‘secret’ documents smuggled out of
Bangladesh show that another batch of 100,000 families (5,000 families
from each distriet X 20 districts, ie over half a million Muslim Bengalis)
had been settled by 1981 (SECOND PHASE). In 1947, the tribal
population accounted for 98 per cent and the Bengali (both Hindus and
Muslims) population formed 2 per cent of the total population of the CHT.
The Muslim Bengali population had risen to 9 per cent in 1951, to 11.6 per
cent in 1974, and to 39 per cent by the middle of 1981. The THIRD
PHASE of Muslim Bengali rehabilitation programme would bring
another batch of 250,000 Muslim Bengalis and its work is almost
finished. It is estimated that the Muslim Bengali population forms well
over 50 per cent of the total population of the CHT at the time of writing
this report (November 1983). The Government has provided the Muslim
settlers with free transport, food and protection. Each family has been
given five acres of hilly land, four acres of mixed land, and two and a half

acres of paddy land.

Land is not an abundant resource in the CHT. The region is hilly and cne
third of the area is set aside as Reserved Forest. Level land suitable for
plough cultivation has never been abundant: only a small proportion of
the valleys are flat, the greater part being highly dissected terrain of
steep-sided hillocks. The construction of the Kaptai Hydroelectric
Project flooded 40 per cent of the CH's arable land and the land
shortage in the area became just as acute as in the plains districts of
central Bangladesh. It was for this reason that the then Government of
Pakistan could not rehabilitate even 16,000 of the total 100,000 tribal
farmers displaced by the flooding. The CHT was not thinly populated and
the Government’s Master Plan clearly stated ‘as far as its developed
resources are concerned, the Hill Tracts is as constrained as the most
thickly populated District (of Bangladesh) . .. the emptiness of the Hill
Tracts, therefore, is a myth’.

Where then has the Government been settling the Muslim Bengalis? The
answer is quite obvious. The army cleared the remaining ploughland
areas of the tribal farmers by either forcible eviction or herding them into
concentration camps. “The primary task of the armed forces is to seize
land for, and ensure the security of, new Muslim settlements.’ According
to a Bangladesh political source, ‘The local authorities usually go to a
tribal area which is to be allocated to the Muslim settlers, and mark it out
sometimes by putting in pegs. Then a small army patrol sets up tents and
the settlers start coming in. The settlers abuse the local tribesmen. They
take their stock. They have been reported to have burned down their
houses. They certainly treat the tribals very badly. When the tribals
complain to the police and the army, nothing is done. Eventually the
tribals just move out’. (Reference 1-9, 29, 24.) :

During the British period a tribal family could hold 25 acres of land. The
Pakistani regime reduced this quota to 10 acres and the Bangladeshi
military junta has reduced it further to five acres. This law has never
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been applied to any parts of Bangladesh except the CHT. On thé other
.wmdm_ the Muslim Bengalis can hold unlimited land. Even the present
b.m_.a Reforms Committee’ has recommended fixing of land holding
ceiling .?H. each Bengali family at 25-33 acres. Now the army ‘is
compelling the tribal farmers to surrender all their lands in order to
accommodate the Muslim Bengalis. For example, Mr Gogendra Lal
Dewan and Mr Probodh Chandra Dewan (relatives of the Chakma Chief)
vm.& to give up their lands to rehabilitate the outsider Muslim Bengalis.
‘Similarly, thousands of others are being driven cut of their ancestral
lands. Those who try to protest are summarily driven out or taken fo
army camps where they are detained into the pits . . .’ (Reference 41-42.)

Almost the entire valleys of the Feni, the Ichamati, the Karnafuli, the
Sengu and the Matamuri rivers have been foreibly occupied Em the
ccnmi.mw Muslim Bengali settlers. The massive Muslim Bengali
rehabilitation programme has recently been accelerated and very soon
the same thing will happen to the fertile valleys of the Chengi, the
Mayuni and the Kachalong rivers. The indigenous people of the .OEA.
are facing the prospect of extinction. This desperate situation has
E..oupvnma the tribal people to appeal to the donor countries for complete
withdrawal of their aid to Bangladesh. They also appealed to the civilised
world to protect them and also their homeland from the violent Muslim
ijmm:m invasion. Sweden responded to their appeal by winding down
their Forest Development Programme after failing to win sufficient
reassurances from the Bangladeshi Government that the tribal people
would be the ones to benefit. Australia also pulled ocut of the Chengi
Valley mwo.m..& Project after recognising the fact that the road had been
used to facilitate military access to the area and to open up the hinterland
to the Muslim Bengali immigrants. (Reference 4345, 12.)

m_:.nm April Em.f.:um Bangladeshi regime had done away with the tribal
social ms.m maii_m.ﬁma?m systems including the Chieftainship and the
Headship which Britain recognised by enacting the Chittagong Hill
M.“mnemﬁwomwﬂmnoj n_;,. 1900. This Begulation.is a civilised law and it
arantees the social, economic and political rights of indi
people of the CHT. The abolition of the Nmmz_msow Emmswﬂw MMMMWWM MMM
tribal people of their rights: for this reason they will continue to abide by
it in letter and in spirit. Three new districts, Bandarban, Rangamati
and N:mmﬂ.m.o_.ml have aiready been carved out of the CHT and the
present E:;mwx junta has a plan to rename the CHT as, merely the Hill
Tracts. The policy of the Bangladesh Government is designed to destroy
Mﬂo wmwnwww wm the tribal people and to disintegrate the CHT. (Reference

All successive governments of Bangladesh have carried out the
programme of systematic annihilation of the people of the CHT. The
Sattar Government relentlessly pursued this anti-tribai policy and the
present military regime of Lt.-Gen. Hossain Mohammad Ershad is
vigorously continuing the genocidal policy with the usual Islamic
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zealotry and brutality. For example, on 26 June 1981, the Muslim
Bengali settlers started a riot ‘under the protective umbrella of the
Government’ in a vast tribal area which extends for a radius of about 11
miles. The three-day carnage along with looting and arson in the vicinity
of Banraibari, Beltali and Belchari resulted in the killing of 500
innocent tribal men, women and children. Thousands of tribal people had
been forced to seek refuge in the Indian state of Tripura and many more
fled into the forest. The outsider Muslim Bengali settlers grabbed the
tribal villages and farmlands. (Reference 46-51.)

On 19 September 1981, the Bangladesh army, the Bangladesh Rifles and
the Muslim Bengali settlers made co-ordinated attacks on the tribal
people of 35 villages including Telafang, Ashalong, Gurangapara,
Tabalchari, Barnala etc. in the Feni valley of Ramgarh and
Khagrachari - Sub-divisions. Thousands of unarmed tribals were
murdered, tribal villages were plundered and burned and thousands of
tribal people were compelled to flee into the neighbouring Indian teritory
of Tripura. Thousands of tribals including most of the young children died
on their way to Tripura. Some were drowned while swimming the Feni
river into Tripura. Hundreds of children died in the refugee camps in
Tripura of measles and gastric disorders. In all about 10,000 tribals died
as a result of the massacres of 26 June and 19 September 1981. Perhaps it
is noteworthy that the Bangladeshi regime had denied the influx of tribal
refugees from the CHT to Tripura. However, under tremendous pressure
from the press, humanitarian organisations, conscientious people
and many humane countries, the Bangladesh Government was forced
to repatriate some 18,000 tribal refugees. “These tribal people were met at
the border by hostile Bangladeshi officials and were given the equivalent
of 38 and were left to their fate. Return to their native villages is, of
course, impossible for these refugees because their homes and possessions
have been appropriated by Bengali “gettlers”, so they join the tens of
thousands of homeless now in the Hill Tracts. Harassed by government
authorities, unable to flee the country and without any means of support,
they live in limbo in a land where the quality of tribal life approaches the
infernal. It is believed that they have been moved to a concentration
camp. Their fate is still unknown. (Reference 5272, 22, 31.)

The Bangladesh military junta has made a secret plan to force the tribal
people to become Muslims. With this end in view, it has established an
Islamic Preaching Centre at Rangamati, the capital of the CHT.
Saudi Arabia is financing the construction of a big Mosque and also an
Islamic Cultural Centre at Rangamati. The Bangladesh Government
has built hundreds of Mosques throughout the CHT as part of its plan to
Islamise the tribal homeland. Recently the Martial Law Government
secretly circulated a letter to all army officers now stationed in the CHT,
encouraging them to marry tribal girls with a view to assimilating the
tribal people. (Reference 41,2,4,6.)

The Bangladesh Government’s genocidal policy against the innocent
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tribal people continues unabated. For example, on 26 June, 11, 26, 27
July mdm 9,10, and 11 August 1983, the Bangladesh armed forces and the
g.smfa Bengali seftlers massacred the tribal people of the villages
within ﬁmﬁnrml Thana (police station) including, amongst others
Golakpatimachara, Machayachara, Tarabanchari chmum“
Hm-.wrm:wm. Maramachyachara, Jedamachyachara etc. Hundreds of
tribal houses were looted and burned and 800 innocent tribal men
women and children were butchered. Most of the victims were old vmcv_m,
women and children. The old people and the women were either shot ammm
or hacked to death. Young children were lifted up bodily by their limbs
and smashed to the ground. Venerable Bodhipal Bhikku, the Head
Ecnw of the Banavihar Buddhist Temple of Jedamachyachara
village was severly beaten on 11 August 1983 and had no alternative but
to flee to Tripura. During their co-ordinated attacks, the Bangladesh Air
Force commences by bombing the villages; helicopter gunships are also
..m.mn:mszw used. Then the army and the para-military forces swiftly move
in, ».cﬁcs.mm by the Muslim Bengali settlers armed with knives, spears
and light weapons. After clearing the area of the tribal people, the
Government brings in the Muslim Bengali families to settle them on the
farmlands of the tribal farmers. (Reference 73-74.)

.H.rm. wmamwmmmmrm regime is fundamentally hostile to the indigenous
nationalities of the CHT. On 26 May 1979, Brigadier Hannan and Lt-
Col. Salam declared in a public meeting at Panchari: ‘We want only the

land, and not the people of the Chittagong Hill Tracts’. Mr Ali Haider

Khan, the me:.@ Commissioner of the CHT and Mr Abdul Awal, the
former O.oEE_mmEs@... of Chittagong Division, warned the tribal leaders
several times by saying that they could be extinct in the next five years.
{Reference 6.)

The tribal people are helpless in the face of this invasion. They
desperately need the protection of the rest of the world since the
Bangladeshi regime does not speak the language of justice, humanity and
tolerance. Moreover Islamic fundamentalism is growing rapidly in
Bangladesh; in these hostile ecircumstances the tribal people will not
survive unless the international community protects them. In view of the
extreme hostility of the Bangladeshi regime the following measures are
deemed absolutely necessary in order to ensure their survival:

1 Immediate release of all tribal people imprisoned in jails and detention
centres in different parts of Bangladesh.

Immediate withdrawal of all non-tribal settlers from the CHT.
Immediate withdrawal of all Bangladesh armed forces including the
non-tribal police force from the CHT. ,

Retention of the Chittagong Hill Tracts Regulation of 1900 and
constitutional provision restricting the amendment of the Regulation.
Autonomy for the Chittagong Hill Tracts with its own legislature and
recognition of the tribal people’s right to self-determination.
Deployment of the United Nations peace keeping force in the CHT and
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supervision of the said operations under the auspices of the UNO.

Bangladesh is heavily dependent on foreign aid. She cannot ignore world
opinion. If all humane countries stand unitedly on the Human Rights
issue and bring pressure to bear on the Government of Bangladesh then it
will be compelled to change its genocidal policy against the indigenous
nationalities of the CHT. The Bangladeshi regime cannot go against the
wishes of the civilised world. The donor countries are well placed to bring
pressure against the Bangladesh Government. The indigenous people of
the CHT need your help in their just struggle for survival from the
violent Muslim Bengali invasion.
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Militarisation of the Bandarban District

in May, 1981, the Government of Bangladesh carved a new District out of
the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) with a total area of 1,127,035 acres and
named it the Bandarban District. So far, 6,700 acres of this land have
been allotted to settlers, mainly Bengalis, but also to some tribal peoples.
A further 175,000 acres are currently designated as Reserved Forest. The
remaining 78 per cent is Khas Tila land (Government Trust Land,
originally so classified to protect tribals from expropriation). The Khas
Tila land is now administered by the Department for Unclassified State
Forest (USF).

Survival International has learnt that the tribal peoples are losing
control of their land in the new Bandarban district at an alarming rate.
Three processes are apparently at work:

1 Land is acquired by government authorities.

9 Land is acquired through false deeds and documents.

9 Land is forcibly occupied by Bengali invaders.

A legal process exists by which Government can acquire control over
lands, both Khas and Jhum (slash and burn) cultivated lands, according
to a set scale of rates of compensation by a number of means. The first and
perhaps the most common, is to remove land from its set category and to
falsely reclassify it as lower value land. Furthermore, since the tribal
people do not understand the procedure for getting compensation for their
lands, they are obliged to negotiate through Bengali middlemen who fill
up the forms for them and then submit them to the USF office. ‘The
unserupulous middlemen take the lion’s share of their money. Sometimes
they even disappear with all the money. The tribal people return home
with empty hands.’

Land thus acquired is then available for settlement. However, very
discriminatory procedures ensure that tribal peoples regain a very small
proportion of their territory. The procedure officially admits for each
tribal family to acquire up to 5 acres of cultivable land and a fund of Tk
6,000/= in cash for cultivation, and is supposedly restricted to tribal
people. In fact the Government uses the procedure to settle Bengali
farmers on the land and, in addition to the 5 acres and the Tk 6,000/=,
provides Tk 15,000/= for house construction; a fund not mentioned at all

‘in rehabilitating the tribals.

The Bengali settlers are given the best cultivable land. More than one
person from a Bengali family (a father as well as his adult son) can get land
allotted in their names separately. But in the case of a tribal family, only
the father of the family can get a land allotment. A Bengali family is given
Tk 6,000/= at a time. But a tribal tamily is never given Tk 6,000/= at a
time. The tribals are given money on a daily basis at the rate of Tk 20/= per
day. Most of the tribals live 20 to 30 miles away and some of them more
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than 60 miles away. Because of the hilly terrain, it may take one week or
more to cover this distance. They have to come either on foot or by boat
Mrmﬁm?‘qm it is very difficult for them to collect money daily from the Cmm.
office. They have either to stay at Banderban for a long time or to leave with
od_w a small amount of money, receiving a document that they have been
given all of their money. The chairman of Balipara UP reported that four
families from his locality were collecting money daily, as they were able to
stay in their relatives’ house at Banderban, but the money was stopped
N?E. aﬂwmm _Hc:ﬁrm mﬂa ermro_.:nﬁ.m said that the [ull amount had m:&mmw
een given. It was not possible for the illiter i
e B s they ¢ %:boa le for. erate tribals to prove the officers

_._.4.68 is a prescribed form to apply for allotment of cuitivable land. The
wzcm_m.w.n:.m to submit it to the SDO's or DC's office after getting it mwma.mm by
the H:v.m_ I.mmm:,mn. The Headman’s Paskar (clerk) refuses to get the
mv.w:nm?o: signed by the Headman until he is paid at least Tk 100/= as a
g..&m. In the case of Bengali settlers no such signature is required. The
_u._vm_.vmou_m are so poor that it is quite impossible for them to give Tk H.ocTI.
at a time to the Paskar. Therefore, their applications remain unsigned and
the application form is never even returned to them.

As a consequence of this highly discriminatory procedu jori
families being resettled in the Bandarban _umw%mon are memwmﬂpmw_whwﬂmmﬁa
data ..uo__mn_umm between 1980 and 1982 indicate that while 5,850 Bengali
families were rehabilitated, only 130 tribal families were resettled in the
same period. The disproportion in term of acreage is even greater.

Tribal land is also directly expropriated by the Military a iti

rmd.m secretly declared the whole CHT as M: ovmnmzosm_\_ mﬂ,w”w%w_mmuw,r,ﬂw“
divided the Bandarban District into three zones: a Green Region is
oumamm to vm@ﬁ_mm favouring the Government, ie. Bengalis; a White
Region, E:m?ﬁm@ by both tribals and Bengalis, is defined as M_w two-mile
swathe mﬁﬁoczm_:m the ‘Zonal Martial Law Authorities’; the Red Region
where o:.«.‘ tribals live, is the area where the Bangladeshi army is mmﬁ:m_
severe resistance from the Shanti Behini (an organised militia of tribal
people). Entry into the Red Region is strictly prohibited.

Military m..w_prolﬁom can do whatever they like in the Banderban District
q._.umw acquire vast areas for their camps, residences, playgrounds mﬁn.
without paying compensation for the acquired land. They help the Ben m:,
settlers to rE.E their houses and help them with the aid of modern immvmcum
to occupy tribal land. In fact, the military authorities are the real
.mm-:_:.mﬁnmeo—.m of Banderban. All administrations are run through them
The local authorities are there only for signing papers, because no

develepment work can be done without o
clear m
authorities. earance from the military

Reports indicate that entire village clusters (mouz

; as) have been tak
over from ‘_,L:m tribals. For example, in January 1983 the army drove mim%
the _:rmgmm:ﬁm from Uttar Hangor, Daklun Hangor and Tonkaboti. No
compensation was paid to the tribespeople.

The normal livelihood of the tribals has been disturbed in various ways.
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'They are prohibited from cutting wood in the forest and from carrying on :

their Lraditional practice of slash and burn cultivation, so they are facing : H‘mu—u QLHZ
| 1 OCIDE CONVENTION

near starvation,

Not having any other alternatives, they get money from Bengalis by
mortgaging their land {or a certain period. On their failing to return the
money at the end of the period, the land is permanently taken over by the ,
Bengalis. Sometimes the Bengalis with the collaboration of dishonest i
oflicers produce false deeds and occupy the tribals’ land by showing these
false deeds. The tribals cannot get any legal assistance from the court,
because all these personnel are Bengalis,

Some outsider Bengalis are 50 brutal and aggressive that they attack the
tribals with lathis kodals and knives and even with modern weapons. The
tribal houses are burnt and their properties are looted by these
unscrupulous cutsiders. It was reported that the army as well as other law
enforcing authorities back the Bengalis for carrying out their illegal
aclivities. The tribals flee away from their homes in fear and their land is

then occupied by the Bengalis.
Fears have been expressed that the tribals of the area may become
extinct in a few years. As it is, deprived of their land and livelihood, their
ethnic identity is under immediate threat.

ARTICLE I

Hrm Contracting w.mws.mm confirm that genocide whether committed
:__ ime of peace or in time of war, is a crime under international law
which they undertake to prevent and to punish.

ARTICLE II

In the present Convention i

. t Co , genocide means any of the followi
nc:_q::;& s”;r intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a :.%.mmo”nwm
ethnical, racial or religious group, as such: =~ , Honsh

|

('This report is based on an anonymous communication from Bangladesh. ! MMW WM__._.MHM EmE.Um_.m o ﬁ.rm e e
o . _, o | oAy g serious bodily or mental harm to members of the
W : {c) Deliberately inflictin iti
. g on the group conditions of lifi
calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole or HM
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ISSN 0308 2857 The following acts shall be punishable:
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(e) Complicity in genocide.

ARTICLE 1V
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. . y other acts enumerated i
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