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On behalf of the people of Yest Papua who have struggled
for freedom and independence ever since our COuntry was- handed
over to Indonesia to advance the strategic and economic '
interests of foreign powers, we express our heartfelt gratitude
to the UN Working Group on Indigenous Populations for this
opportunity to attend and address this forum. We are also deeply
grateful to the Anti-Slavery Society which has so generously
helped to make it possible for the voice of the people of West
Papua to be heard for the first time in a forum of this kind., It
is the fervent hope of the people of West Papua that this Working
Group will pave the way to a peaceful solution of the question of-
West Papua, ' '

Last year, for the first time, the violation of human rights
perpetrated by the Indoﬁésian-military rulers in West Papua was
reported by the Anti-Slavery Society. The conditions faced by
the people of West Papua have worsened in the past twelve months,
The Free Papua Movement herewith calls upon the UN Commission fot:
Human Rights to make strenuous efforts to find a way to halt the -
obliteration.of_therPapggp Negroid or Melanesian people in West
Papua.’ ‘A detailed report on the actual conditions in West Papua
since the country was occupied by the Indonesian expansionist- ..
. fascist military:govérnment 21 years ago is being circulated in-a
. separate document, but I would like herewith to submit the '
following short, general statement:



The West Papuan People's Desire for Freedom

_ 1.  On 17 August 1945, Dr Sukarno and Dr :Mohamad Hatta
unilaterally proclaimed Indonesian independence, and on'that
same day, at 8.00 p.m., Markus Kaisiepd was chosen. by West
Papuan leaders to inform the goVernment of the Dutch Kingdom,
through the intermediary of CONICA, (Commanding-0fficer of

the Netherlands Indir: Civil Administration) that the West
Papuan people would not become part of the Indonesian Republic,

2. In a ten-year plan (1960-70), the government of the
Dutch Kingdom was preparing the people of West Papua.for.
_independence. ..Frem-t-Pecember 19617 the West Papuan National
"""""" Flag was flown side by side with the Dutch national flag., The
future West Papuan state was already shining through on the
faces of the entire population of West Papua,

Indonesia's Claim to West Papua

3. Indonesia's claim to our country was based solely
on an intrigue by the Indonesian government to extricate itself
from a chaotic political and economic situation. President
~ Sukarno wanted to make Indonesia a country and himself as
President.the leader of the mnewly independent countries in Asia
and Africa, o

4, Both President Sukarno and President Subarto knew full
well when our country was handed over to Indonesia by UNTEA,

"~ (the UN Temporary Executive Administration) from 1 May 1963
that  Indonesia's claim was groundless. The fact is that 99.5%
of the native inhabitants of West Papua want independence,

The Indonesian Government knew perfectly well that a referendum

- in West Papua would have resulted in our country becoming
independent,

International Support for the Right of the West Papuan
people to Self-Determination

5. The French-speaking states of Black Africa, known asthe
Brazzaville Group, were the first to support the right to self=
determination of the Negroid people of West Papua when the
question of West Papua was discussed at the UN General
Assembly: : o
- They supported the draft resolution submitted
by the Netherlands at the 1961 General Assembly
calling for the internationalisation of the
administration of West Papua as a way to safeguard
the West Papuar neople's right to self-determination.
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- They opposed sgrrenderrofiauthority to Indonesia
according to the New York Agreement of 1962,

- At the 1969 UN General Assembly, Eheéé-countries,

together with i™& Caribbean countrics and other African
states, refused to recognize the so-called 'act of

free choice of 1969.

“._The 1962 New York—Agreement

.. 6, The.1962 New York Agreement-did not guarantee the
_;,mffﬁedpféibfvWegtﬁPépua‘their~right'to survival as an independent
‘. ~‘“tace and nation in our rich and bountiful land; it was a trick

~° by foreign powers to bring Indonesia under their influence for
‘the advancement of their own strategic and economic interests,

7. The 1962 New York Agreement has resulted in 21 years
of suffering. According to provisional figures collected
during careful investigations by the FPM, 109,278 people or
roughly 127% of the native population of West Papua at the time
of the 1968 census have been murdered or have disappeared.
Since 1970, rich resources such as, minerals, petroleum, gas,
timber, fish have been exp!-ited by multinationals with the
consent of the Indonesian governmerit, bringing no benefit what-
ever for the welfare of the West Papuan people;, Billions of
dollars in economic aid have been granted to Indonesia every
year by the Inter-Governmental Group on Indonesia (IGGI), the
World Bank, the INF and the Asian Development Bank. All this,
pliis the special military assistance given to Indonesia by
certain western states, is proof of the real significance of the
1962 New York Agreement, . :

Conditions in West Papua since 19483

8. In order to prevent West Papua from gaining its
independence, everything was done after 17 August 1962 to
nullify the provisions contained in the New York Agreement
regarding the right to self-deteymination. A variety of methods
were used after 1 May 1963 by Indonesian civil and military
authorities to force the West Papuan people to. agree to their
country remaining a part of the Indonssian Republic.

9. Indonesia's chief objective in occﬁpying-our~ccuntry
which.is so rich in minerals, petrolcand gas, and in
agricultural lands, is to resettle impoverished people from Java
on our soil. Our country opens up the prospect for Indonesia to
become a strong, leading power in the Pacific region; the uranium
deposits known to exist in West Papua will make it possible for
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Indonesia to become a nuclear power. This is why the
Indonesian government has done everything,possible_to keep
West Papua in the Republic. Their methods include murder,
forced assimilation, birth control, alciholism and drug-
addiction, prostitution and, finally, transmigration from
~Java, : ' '

ted openly, in the’

presence of the victim's family or neighbours for the purposes
of intimidation, whilst others are committed without trace and
the victim simply disappears. Children and women "are the
target of open murders so as to intimidate people and halt any

10. Some murders are commit
JLraers

- increase in the number of native people of West Papua, In its

 submission last year, the Anti-Slavery Society.mentioned an
estimate of 200,000 deaths, The FPM believes that estimate will
eventually be shown to be correct, based on investigations

- already carried out or at present under way., As an example of

~ ~the time lag involved in carrying out investigations, it was not

until 1970 that the FPM discoverad that 40,000 people had been
killed in the period from 1963 to 1969. o

7 11, Killings and‘disappearances-already cbnfirmedréuring
FPM investigations so far are as follows:

- Operation 'Tumpas' (Operation ‘Crush') during the time
of General Kartidjo and General Bintoro (1964-1968) and
Operation 'Sadar' (Operation 'Awareness') under General
Sarwo Edhie (1967) resulted in the cpen murder of: ., 30,000

Disappearances during the same period, according to
ongoing investigations by the FPM: ... ... Che eve ees 40,000

Operation 'Wibawa' (Operation 'Authority') under
General Acub Zainul, {1970 - 1974) also known as the
'open-hand policy'~ 1led to the disappearrnce of ", ,, 10,000

Operation 'Kikis' (Operation "Chipping-Away') under
General Imam Munandar, (L9775 vvv vis s vun -es 10,329
' Operation 'Galang' (Operation 'Support') of 1981,
under General Santoso, also known as the 'smiling _
policy'. Only in Jayapura: Che tie ehd ees eee e 264

Operation 'Sapu-Bersih!' (Operation 'Clean-Sweep')
under Geqerals_Santoso and Sembiring (1981 to 1984) ... 14,001

S In Febfﬁary 1984, the number of peopleiﬁho fled to
Papua New Guinea amounted to ,,, ... ve el eee 5,000

“but the number who arrived amounted to oﬁly eve 316

The total number who disappeared ,,, “ae 4,684

The total of murders and disappearances .,,., ... - 109,278
(provisional figure) e



12, - Violations of basic rights are a common feature of
the behaviour. of the:Indonesian occupation authorities in West
Papua. Of the estimated 200,000 young men and women who have
been arrested at one time or another, between 20 and 25%
disappeared whilst nearly 80% undériwént some form of torture,
-Women. under arrest as well as those: llVlng in ;the Kampungs are

;'_ the- v1ct1ms of sexual abuse perpetrated in the most 1nhuman

forms. ' Freedom of movement is -severely restricted.
Exerc131ng the rlght of.assembly .and of speaklng out is regarded

. as a crime. agalnst the Indonesian state, - The people of West
" Papua are .the victims of reprisals by the Indonesian Armed.
" Forces (ABRI), and these reprisals take the most V1olent forms,

in flagrant confllct w1th civilised practlces.‘

13,0 Efforts to ensure the obllteratlon of the Melane31an

';race in West Papua take the form of producing and selling

.alcoholic to West Papuans (as 'was done to Indians in: Amerlca),
distributing narcotics and pornography to the youth of West
Papua, the encouragement of legal prostitution without medical
supervision as a result of which venereal diseases,. such as
syphilis and gonorrhoea, have spread like wild fire and the
imposition of birth control under the gulse of so-called 'family
plannlng : -

14y - Any attempt to popularlse the spec1f1c culture of the
Melane31an people in keeping with Indonesia‘'s slogan of 7'Bhineka-
Tunggal-Fka' (Unity in Diversity) is considered a crimé. against
the Indonesian state. The most recent - example *Is~Arnold Ap,
. West Papuan anthropologlst and curatox of the Museum of
because of hlS serylces to science and”knowledoe. Other West
Papuan-students and~scholars, “devotees of the special song and
dance forms of West Papuan cutture, were also killed at the same
time.

15, The native inhabitants of West Papua are now being
forced to become foreigners, paupers and illiterates in our
immensely resource-rich country Kampung dwellers are being
forced to abandon their ampungs and give up their land, and to
settle on 'new-style' kampungs. The land seized by Indone51an
civil and military authorities is used by foreign companies, or
by ABRI for military projects and for transmigrants from Java.
When native inhabitants refuse to surrender their land, this too
is regarded as a crime against the Indonesian state.

16. Job opportunities and working conditions for West
Papuans were far better under the Dutch colonial administration
than in the 21 years of Indonesian rule., FEducation opportu~
nities for West Papuan children have become much worse in the
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past'tén'years. Only five out of ten children in primary schools

are able to reach the final grade, and after the next six years

of schooling in secondary schools only one out of ten children is
able to go on to a higher educational institute. '

©17.  West Papuan refugees:

External pressure is being exerted on Papua New.Guinea

over the question of West Papuan refugees; to prévegt PNG from

allowing the refugees to stay. Deportations carried out by the
PNG' government have resulted in thousands of people being‘;
murdered or imprisoned by the Indonesian military authorities.
The most recent instance is Augustinus Runtuboy who was deported
from PNG to Jayapura in November 1983. He was so badly tortured
that he was forced to betray his comrades. He was murdered on
24 April 1984, 1In additicn more than 4,000 tefugees disappeared
while fleeing by sea. ‘It is to be hoped that the UN' Commission
for Human Rights will prevent the mass deportation of the 8,000
West Papuan refugees now in PNG, : o

Conclusion

18, The UN Charter, the 1948 Universal Declaration on
Human Rights as well as the United Nations Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (1960)
fullysafeguard the rights of the people of non-self-governing
territories, both as individuals and as nations. On the basis of
these documents, the refusal of the Indonesian government to
implement a proper and completely free act of self-determination
in 1969 with UN participation, was an act that should be most
strongly condemned because it flagrantly viclates the noble
principles upheld in those documents. -
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