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DRAFT DECLARATION AS AGREED UPON BY THE MEMBERS
OF THE WORKING GROUP AT ITS ELEVENTH SESSION

Affirming that indigenous peoplesiare equal in dignity and rights te all
other peoples, while recognizing the right of all peoples to be different, to
consider themselves different, and to be respected as such,

Affirming also that all peoples céntribute to the diversity and richness
of civilizations and cultures, which copstitute the common heritage of
humankind,

Affirming further that all doctri es,. policies and practices based on or
advocating superiority of peoples or infdividuals on the basis of national
origin, racial, religious, ethnic or culltural differences are racist,
scientifically false, legally invalid, morally condemnable and socially

unjust,

Reaffirming also that indigencus peoples, in the exercise of their
rights, should be free from discrimination of any kind,

GE.9%24-12510 (E)







Encouraging States to comply with
international instruments, in particuls
they apply to indigenous pecples, in g
peoples concerned,

Emphasizing that the United Natio
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and effectively implement all
r those related to human rights, as
nsultaticon and cooperation with the

ns has an important and continuing role

to play in promoting and protecting the rights of indigenous pecples,

Believing that this Declaration ijs a further important step forward for

the recognition, promotion and protecti
indigenous peoples and in the developmg
United Nations system in this field,

Solemnly proclaims the following
of Indigenous Peoples:

PA
Artd

Indigenous pecples have the xight
all human rights and fundamental freedg
United MNations, the Universal Declarati
human rights law.

Artid

on of the rights and freedoms of
nt of relevant activities of the

United Nations Declaration on the Rights

RT I

cle 1
to the full and effective enjoyment of

yms recognized in the Charter of the
on of Human Rights and international

Indigenous individuals and people
individuals and peoples in dignity and
from any kind of adverse discrimination
indigenous origin or identity.

A

Indigenous peoples have the right
that right they freely determine their
their economic, social and cultural dey

Arti

Indigenous pecoples have the right

rei

cle 2

s are free and equal to all other
rights, and have the right to be free
1, in particular that based on their

cle 3

of self-determination. By virtue of
pelitical status and freely pursue
relopment.

icle 4

to maintain and strengthen their

distinct political, economic, social amd cultural characteristics, as well as

their legazl systems, while retaining tl
they so choose, in the political, econg
State.

Art]

Every indigenocus individual has t

heir rights to participate fully, if
smic, social and cultural life of the

lcle 5

he right to a nationality.
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Article 11

Indigenous peoples have the right
periods of armed conflict.

© special protection and security in

States shall observe international| standards, in particular the
Fourth Geneva Convention of 194%, for the protection of civilian populations
in circumstances of emergency and armed conflict, and shall not: '

{(a) Recruit indigenous individualp against their will into the armed
forces and, in particular, for use against other indigencus peoples;

. (b) Recruit indigenous children into the armed forces under any
circumstances;

{c) Force indigencus individuals
means of subsistence, or relocate them i1
purposes;

© abandon their lands, territories or
special centres for military

{d}) Force indigenous individuals to work for military purposes under any

discriminatory conditions.
PART III
Article 12

Indigenous peoples have the right to practise and revitalize their
cultural traditions and customs. This ipcludes the right to maintain,
protect and develop the past, present and future manifestations of
their cultures, such as archaeoclogical and historical sites, artifacts,
designs, ceremonies, technologies and vipual and performing arts and
literature, as well as the right to the restitution of cultural,
intellectual, religious and spiritual prpperty taken without their free
and informed consent or in violation of their laws, traditions and customs.

Indigenous peoples have the right to revitalize, use, develop and
transmit to future generations their histories, languages, oral traditions,

their own names for communities, places d persomns.
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PLRT V
Article 18

Indigenous peoples have the right) to participate fully, if they so
choose, at all levels of decision-making in matters which may affect their
rights, lives and destinies through regresentatives chosen by themselves in-
accordance with their own procedures, s well as to maintain and develop their
own indigenous decision-making institufions.

- Artiple 20
Indigenous peoples have the right to participate fully, if they so
choose, through procedures determined By them, in devising legislative or

administrative measures that may affectf them.

States shall obtain the free and {informed consent of the peoples
concerned before adopting and implementing such measures.

[

Artiple 21

Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain and develop their
political, economic and social systems, to be secure in the enjoyment of their
own means of subsistence and developme*t, and to engage freely in all their
traditional and other economic activities. Indigenous peoples who have been
deprived of their means of subsistence and development are entitled to just
and fair compensation.

Article 22

Indigencus peoples have the right] to special measures for the immediate,
effective and continuing improvement of their economic and social conditions,
including in the areas of employment, yocational training and retraining,
housing, sanitation, health and social|security.

Particular attention shall be paid to the rights and special needs of
indigenous elders, women, youth, childfen and disabled persons.

Article 23

Indigenous peoples have the righff to determine and develop pricorities and
strategies for exercising their right to development. In particular,
indigenous peoples have the right to determine and develop all health, housing
and other economic and social programmes affecting them and, as far as
possible, to administer such programmeg through their own institutions.

Artilcle 24

Indigenous peoples have the right to their traditicnal medicines and
health practices, including the right to the protection of vital medicinal
plants, animals and minerals.







Artic

Indigenous peoples are entitled ¢
control and protection of their cultura

They have the right to special me
their sciences, technologies and cultur
other genetic resources, seeds, medicin
fauna and flora, orzl traditiomns, liter
performing arts.

Indigenocus peoples have the right
strategies for the development or use ©
resources, including the right to requi
informed consent prior to the approval
territories and other resocurces, partic
development, utilization or exploitatio
Pursuant to agreement with the indigeno
compensaticn shall be provided for any
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e 29

the recegnition of the full ownership,
and intellectual property.

sures to control, develop and protect
1 manifestations, incliuding human and
s, knowledge of the properties of
tures, designs and visual and

to determine and develop pricorities and
their lands, territories and other
€ that States obtain their free and
f any project affecting their lands,
larly in connection with the
of mineral, water or other resources.
s peoples concerned, just and fair
uch activities and measures taken to

mitigate adverse environmental, economig, social, cultural or spiritual
impact.
PART VII
Article 31

Indigenous peoples, as a specific
self-determination, have the right to au
relating to their internal and local aff
education, information, media, health, h
economic activities, land and resources
non-members, as well as ways and means f
functions.

Artic

Indigenous peoples have the colleg

own c¢itizenship in accordance with their

citizenship does not impair the right of
citizenship of the States in which they

Indigenous peoples have the right
select the membership of their institutj
procedures.

Artic

Indigenous pecples have the right
institutional structures and their distj
procedures and practices, in accordance
rights standards.

form of exercising their right to
itonomy or self-government in matters
airs, including culture, religieon,
iousing, employment, social welfare,
management, environment and entry by
or financing these autonomous

le 32

tive right to determine their
customs and traditions. Indigenous
indigenous individuals to cobtain
live.

to determine the structures and to

ons in accordance with their own

le 33

to promote, develop and maintain their
inctive juridical customs, traditionms,
with internationally recognized human






The organs and specialized agenci
other intergovernmental organizations s
of the provisions of this Declaration t
financial cooperation and technical ass
participation of indigenous peoples on
established.

Artid

The United Nations shall take the
implementation of this Declaration incl
highest level with special competence i
participation of indigenous peoples. A
respect for and full application of the

PARIT

Artig

The rights recognized herein cons
survival, dignity and well-being of the

Artid

All the rights and freedoms recog]
male and female indigenous individuals.

Artig
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s of the United Nations system and

all contribute to the full realization
hrough the mobilization, inter alia, of
istance. Ways and means of ensuring
issues affecting them shall be

rie 41

necessary steps to ensure the

uding the creation of a body at the
n this field and with the direct
11 United Nations bodies shall promote

provisions of this Declaration.

IX

rle 42

titute the minimum standards for the

indigenous peoples of the world.

rle 43

nized herein are equally guaranteed to

tle 44

Nothing in this Declaratiom may b
extinguishing existing or future right
acquire.

construed as diminishing or
indigenous pecoples may have or

Nothing in this Declaration may b
group or person any right to engage in

interpreted as implying for any State,

any activity or to perform any act

contrary to the Charter of the United Nations.







