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-l was asked to. define termination. This is the easiést part of this speech,

TERMINATION simply means the END. I could cover ove? that with many many words

and make it sound different but it still méans THE END. The history of ter-

mination started about the time the first white man first stepped on OUR Tand

and has never ceased. In the old days it was done with guns, cannons and

‘soldiers but the first time I really came aware of the sophisticated attack

was when my parents talked over HOUSE CONCURRANT RESOLUTION 108 that was passed

in 1953. In that it declared Congress's intention to terminate Federal supér-

'vision10f Indians AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE TIME. Since that time tribes all

over the United States have been fighting a war on paper to keep. their land and

culture and heritage and IDENTITY.

There have been many tribes who have lost their reservations and right to be
called Indians but the spotlight has shown, mostly, on the Menémineefs in

Wisconsin and the Klamaths in Oregon. oOTH of these tribes were BLACKMAILED

into terminating. S0TH of these tribes were waiting to get paid large Judge-

ments against the U.S. Government but before Congress would hand over thé-money

they both had to agree to TERMINATE before they could receive their money, and:

, they did. - These two tribes were aggressive and had good natural resources. The

year before termination on the Menominee the tribe had budgeted the sum of
$520,714 for the reservation. Of fhis $285,000 was 1nVé§ﬂed in construction
projects, 556,745 for education, $47;J21 for welfare and $T3D,OOO for health and

$42,615 were set aside for law and order activities. The federal Government on

‘a matching basis only spent $95,000 for roads and $49,000 for educétion which

amounted to $50f85 on the part of the government per each Menominee Indian. So

you can-see that the Government had little to gain, financially, by terminating

the Menominee's. .aybe'it was for their land, some people say, but MYSELF




I would never try to guess or reason the ways of the white man. GREED 1is the

~answer, I can see no other.

FIVE YEARS after termination the Federal Government had spent some $5 million |
in aid to the Menominees and the State of Wisconsin and additional $1 million.
Yet this past year many homes were sold for taxes in Menominee County which

previous. to termination was tax exempt.

VDnrtﬁé'K1amath, they reéeived over $40,000 apiece aﬁd many'ﬁahy of these Indians
were flﬁt broké withjn_a'year or two. Some made out though and never squandered
their money , the BANKS and INVESTMENT agencies got their money and this is
happening TODAY. The remaining Klamaths that formed a cooperation to hd]d a
portion of land together are having a fight RIGHT NOW with the BANK that was
assigned to PROTECT them. This Bank charges the CO-OP $100,J00 per year just to
| handle théir money, not a percentage but $100,000 no matter what. TODAY even

most of these Indians are ready to give up.

I don't want this to happen to our people or any other tribe but it will if we

were to be terminated. o | N .

On the Co]vi]1e; termination came to us throughrb1ackm$il also. The Government |
took away almost haif of our réserVation which we call theINORTH HALF for which
some of fhe tribe was ﬁaid $500. In 1955 the County Commissioners got.together
'and made:another deal with_the Indians; if the Tribe wou1d pay $40,000 a year
td the counties in lieu of taxes we could have the North Half back with ONE
" provision, that we submit a termination bill within 5 years; This Was'done. Since
then four or five termination bills have been introduced to Congresé. The Senate
has passed them several times but the House of Representatives have refused. to

release them from committee.



Ther1atest ﬁttempt is HR 15673 which we call the COMPROMISE BILL. :This'Bi11

if passed would allow those who wished to sell out to do so and those who want
to remain under Federal supervision could remain and the Tand would be sold
accordingly. But after taking a closer 100k at the NEW BILL, oy actual
measurement, 5/6ths of the old bill remains:and 1/6th is new. There are many
things wrong and many questions unanswerable in this Bi11; for example it states
that the minors and incompetents will be protected. HOW? Like the Klamaths?

Nobody in the BIA or in Washington D.C. has been able to answer. this.

It gives the Secretary of Interior full authority to divide up the reservation
as he sees fit to pay off the Indians selling out. Would he Teave us remaining
- Indians the forest, the farm land or the water? Or will he checker board it?

I hate to think about it.

[t is assumed that the land will be tax free through the 10 years of 1imbo; from
the date of enactment until when the money is paid. But ASSUMED is a bad word

to Indians when treaties in BLACK AND WHITE aren't being upheld today. If

these lands were not kept in a tax free status, just 1magine how many peoples

~ land aﬁd property WOu]d be Tost through taxation after ten years! I ;ou1dAgo

on and on about but T will just give one more to show how fair 7
the Bin is: The Bill states that three appraisals will be made and then the
average of the three will be made known to the tribe but NOWHERE DOES IT GUARANTEE
that this is the amount to be paid. IF it was paid, here is how it would work.
To maké it simple, we'il say one appraisal is for $10.DO,*the secdnd appraisal
is for $20.J0 and the other is for $30.00. According to the bill we wouldn't
even get the high appraisal, but would have to take the average which would be
twenty. From this settlement the (3) appraisers are to be paid and the éttorneys

get 10% of the gross and the Indians get the left overs. I don't know who wrote

up this Bill but I guess they think that this is FAIR enough for INDIANS. -




| if termination did come to ouf reservation my pedp]e wou]d lose fhe brivi]edge_
of being tax exempt on trust 1aﬁd; they wou]d lose the educational 6pportunities
through the BIA and the Tribal grants and scholarships; they wdu]d 1osé medical
assistahce; .they would lose things that cannot be paid for with money., e.g.
culture, :ieritage, identity and also something very dear to an Indian's heart,

hunting and fishing rights.

I try not to look béck at the history of termination, nor even think abdut it

but I HAVE to look forward and help in planning for development of our resouréeé.
Jdot only the resohrces of the land, but the resources of our chi1dren and gur
elders. With a reservation of 1.3 million acres and uranium on one side of the
reservation, silver on the other side and gold on the othef, (no core dril]jng-
has been done to find out what's underneath OUR\?and), with three sides of our
reservation boundried by rivers, Coulee Dam and Chief Joseph Dams on our

southefn border, there HAS to be opportunities for development. ATl of this would
be: Tost to the tribe and you could just bet that some big Company or.corporatfon

would make BIG money out of it. Why not us?

To summarize my personal feelings about termination I would like to say:

The word "Termination" takes on many meanings to different people when it is uged
in fegard to Indian Affairs. The Senators and Congressmeniwho promote termination
use the word to mean the ending of Federal supervision overrthe property of

Indian .tribes. They equate “termination” with "iiberation". - In some instances
they create theri11usion through Congressional bills of providing the members'of
these tribes with full citizenship through termination policy, even though Indians
already legally possess allrights of citizenship. Many well-meaning non-Indian |
pepple cheer these congressional friends of Indians to "iiberate" the Indians

from their reservation homeiands.



If more people were to read the record, they would find that termination means
dispossession of Indians from their land. Indian peoplé have already been

effectively "iiberated" from most of the United States.

Indian people, largely without tribal ties, took over Alcatraz, another group
of Indians moved into Ft. Lawton, near Seattle, to reclaim that for Indian
people. To these urban-Indians, the isSue of tribal homelands is SECONDARY to
the importance of now picking up on their own culture - a proud Indian heritage
that was nearly lost in the bustling foreign environment outside the tribe.

! .
It seems unbelievable that any Indian would choose to trade a Tribe for corporate
idehtity.subject to State recognition for continued existence. Yet some members

of the Colville Tribe are proposing to do just that:

There are some urban-Indians who would promote the termination of the federal-
Indian relationship. Perhaps urban-Indians should really look deeply into the
implications of termination and, when they see what it's really about, they'd
-be appalled at the grossness of the theft of Indian land in congressional

termination proposals.

is far as 1'm concerned, when a person trades his heritage, the unborn Indians'

‘futuré, his sovereign nation for money, it's called TREASON.



