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3. Inter-American Indian Institute

i Nifios Heroes 139, Mexico 7, D.F.

N

Origin and development: Resolutions designed to effect & solution
of inter-American Indian problems of continental significance were
adopted at the VII and V I International Conference of American
States held in%1933 and 1938, respectively. The latter Conference
recommended that the American governments send representatives
to the First Inter-American Conference on Indian Life to stud the de-
sirability of creat'ég% an Inter-American Indian Institute. %he first
Inter-American Conference on Indian Life met at Patzcuaro, Mexico,
in April 1940, and drafted s plan subsequently incorporated into a con-
vention, the terms of which created the Inter-Americen Institute. The
convention was open for signature in Mexico City, on November 1,
1940, and came into effect on December 31, 1941.

The Inter-American Indian Institute was registered as an Inter-
American Specialized Organization by the Council of the Organization
of American States on March 17, 1953.

Initial date of U.S. participation: 1941.

Current authority for U.S. participation: Convention providing
for the creation of the Inter-American Indian Institute, Novem-
ber 29, 1940, 56 Stat. 1303. TS 978.

Purpose of organization: The Institute develops information of
use to the member governments in planning for the economic, social,
and cultural betterment of Indians; initiates, directs, and coordinates
scientific investigations, the results of which may be applied to the
solution of Indian problems; and acts in a consultative and advisory
capacity for national bureaus of Indian affairs. Moreover, it acts as
secretariat for the Inter-American Indian Conferences and cooperates
in the implementation of resolutions adopted by these conferences. The
Institute collects, edits, and distributes information and reports of in-
vestigations on all phases of Indian life in the Americas; supplies in-
formation on legislation for, and the administration of, Indian groups
in the American Republics and on the activities of institutions con-
cerned with Indian %oups. _

Governing body: The Governing Board exercises control over the
Institute. It is composed of one representative from each member

overnment, and ordinarily meets every 2 years. The Board elects the
%ercutive Committee, which is vested with the executive powers of the

Institute under the general policy guidance and control of the Gov-
erning Board. The Executive Committee is composed of five mem-
bers elected for & period of 5 years in such a manner that two are
elected at one occasion and three at another.

Membership (1973): 3

Argentina Costa Rica Honduras Paraguay
Bolivia Ecuador Mezxico Peru

Brazil El Salvador Nicaragua . United States
Chile Guatemala Pansama Venezuela
Colombia
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4. American Convention on Human Rights
PREAMBLE

The American states signatory to the present Convention,
Reaffirming their intention to consolidate in this hemisphere, within
the framework of democratic institutions, n system of personal liberty
and social justice based on respect for the essential rights of man;
Recognizing that the essential rights of man are not derived from
one’s being a natiohgl of a certain state, but are based upon attributes
of the human personality, and that they therefore justify international
protection in the forny of a convention reinforeing or complementing
the protection provided by the domestic law of the American states;
Considering that thesé principles have been set forth in the Charter
of the Organization of American States, in the American Declaration
of the Rights and Duties of Man, and in the Universal Declarition of
Human Rights, and that théy have been reafirmed 2nd refined in other
international instruments, Yorldwide as well as regional in scope;
Reiterating that, in accordance with the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, the ideal of free men enjoying freedom from fear and
want can be achieved only if conditions are created whereby everyone
may enjoy his economic, social, and cultural rights, as well as his civil
and political rights; and v :
Considering that the Third Special Inter-American Corference
(Buenos Aires, 1967) approved the incorporation into the Charter of
the Organization itself of broader standards with respect to economie,
social, and educational rights and resolved that an inter-American con-
vention on human rights should determine the structure, competence,
and procedure of the organs responsible for these matters,
Having agreed upon the following :

PART I-STATE OBLIGATIONS AND RIGHTS PROTECTED
Cuarrer I.—GexeraL OBLIGATIONS '

ARTICLE 1. OBLIGATION TO RESPECT RIGHTS

1. The States Parties to_this Convention undertake to respect the
rights-and freedoms recognized herein and to ensure to all persons sub-
Ject to their jurisdiction the free and full exercise of those rights and
freedoms, without any discrimination for reasons of race, color, sex,
language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin,
economic status, birth, or any other social condition.

2. For the purposes of this Convention, “person” means every human
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