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SIEEGE
“DELACRUZ has been tribal
chairman sinee the 19708
and is a prominent Natlve
American Jeader nationwide.

DelaCruz refused an inter-
view with The Dally Warld last

night, saying the newspaper .
L el e vy

would ** the story and rely
on hearsay.

“llm nniomakins one com-
ment, pot to your n !
he said when reached E; tele-

phone at his home.
']} weite my own side of the
story. .. I'll Jeaflets & I

have to,” he said, declining an

. invitation te skare his version of

events,

Last year, DeLeCruz was cit-
ed for abuse of office after
gllegedly Interf with police
in another incldent involving his
grandson, That charge was dis-
missed.

THE MOST recent incident
began at about 3 a.mn. Saturday
when Ademn Wichman of Mo-
clips assisted tribal police In
finding & grovp of tesn-Rgers

who had gathared In violation of
the curfew and were cre--

ating mome disturbance,
Rhoades said. -

wichman volunteared to drive
the officers in his car so the
youths wocugciin:ow dam.u ci.g by
ang o8 v .

"Mm officers got out,
the kids took off and
fled,” Rboades sald, But they-
were ‘Yidentified so they could
be issued citetions for curfew
violation and whatever other
violations occurred at that

See QUINAULT, A-8
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chairman .
arrested

By Cheryl Reid
Dadly Worid writer

TAHOLAH ~ Quinault Indlsn
Nation Chairmen Joe PelaCruz
was arrested Saturday

sfter ignoring police orders an
entering a home where bis
grandson was boled up with an -
assault rifle, gccording to law
erforcement otficlals.

The 16~

ear-old
grandson was
holding police
at bay atter
having at-
tzecked a Mo-
clips man 7 ’
with e mach-. - Al
B Taho. S
o

ﬁ‘u Police DebaCruz-
Chief Robbin Rhoades. |

Rhoades would say only that
the boy was the grandson of 2
riribal official” who bad him-
self been arrested for obatruct-
ing & police officer and reckless -
endangerment after crossing po-
lice Jines and entering the
home.

He would not comment on
reports that it wes DeLaCruz
who was invelved.

| However Gra Harbor Bher-
14 Dennis Morrisette confirmed
that DelaCruz wes indeed the
person - who ignored depufies’
instructions. :

Also arrested for croesing the
police line were DeLaCruz’s
wife, brotber, daughter and her
boyfriend, aceording to law en-

forcement officials,
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Quinault chalrman arrested —

Continued from A-L

time."”
As offlcers Jooked for the ju-
veniles, Wichman walked ok
toward his car and was con-
fronted by two of the teen-agets,
one of whom was &n
ob(jj ect, Bibotgdes eald.
ne of the teens, &

the grandson of Dgum
leg assguited Wichman with
& machete, the police chied sald.
“He attampted to hit him in the
head, but he {Wichman)
blocked the blow with his
hand.”

Wichman, who was later
treated ané released from

Grays Harbor Commumity Hos-.

pital, fled the scene and fisgged
down & tribal officer, secording

to Rhoades,

At thet point, the Sherills
Canine Unit was called in and
helped track the assault suspect
to his parent's horme,

Officers fold the youth to
come out, but be (hreatened
biow the cops away,” Rhoades
szid. The teen-ager was armed
with & semi-zutomatic assault
rifie, according to Rhcades,

Officers, including county
deputies, retreated setup 8

1 perimeter “when the sceue

carme a barricaded person
scene,” the police chief

Police were “in the process of
calling in a negotiation officer
... when a tribal official arrived
with members of his family,”
Rhoedes said.

Ofticers told the family to

stay behind police lines,

tthe tribal official- ignored
warnings from police TS
rossed the line and entered

snyway,”’ &according te
Rhoades.
“He just barged in the old

crime scene,” Rhoades sald,
deseribing county deputies &s
“flabbergasted." :

Morrisette said his deputles
Jeft the scene st that point, 50
he was ungware that the {family
had been arrested.

“When we {ound cut how this
war acerrrring, our pecple Jeft,”

*TAHOLAH SEERVICE UNIT

3 )14/93

About five minutes after his
gw&father entered the house,

e juvenile suspect surref-
d to police and was arrest-
ed, along with the family mem-
bars who crossed the polios
lines, Rhoades satd. :

The police chief declined to
{dentify the suspects “‘since they
haven't been cbazfed. They've
been cited and released, They
wers booked inl! 8o that we
could continue qur tigation
into the assault.”

The arrests were made &t
gbout & a.m. and most m
of the family were released at
about 1:30 g.m., Rhoades said, |

SHI held in the Taholah Jail
yesterday afternoon were the
is-year-old boy, who is facing

es of assault and assault

and hattery, and & 33-year-oid
womsan - Identified as the
daughter of the *tribal official”
— who is suspected of
ing cocaine. Beil was set at

to $5,000 for her.

Rhboades said be has discussed
the case with the Bureau of
{ndian Affairs and hopes fo
heve the federal government
file cherges, perhaps of abr
tam&ted bornicide, sgainat thi

W '3 1Y ..

o] think it justifies federal
charges, but the gssistant U.S,
attorney will have to make that
decision,” Rhoades sald.
chﬁ;“tgf g: mtii;?mu'ﬁ“

eg of obstruc a police
officer and reckless endanger-
ment were DelaCruz

his 53-
bt gla:r-oldwlf his deughter, and

44-year-old brother, :

The penalties ob both charges

are three months in jall and/or
& $300 fine, Rhoades said,

Anotber man, described &s
the hoyfriend of the 33-year-old
weman, couldn't be cited by
fribal police because he is not
Indisn, Rhoades said, :

Of the o group of teen-
agers, Rhoades seid the remain-

three have tursed them-

¢ fn. :
_ 1n addition to the curfew vio-

e A% o e iy i
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All grandfathers deserve empathy,
but no grandfather is above the law

OU'VE no doubt heard thst Joe

DeLaCruz, longtime chairman of
the ult Indian Nzi:iuzmE was ar-
rested Saturday, Police say be ignored
their orders pot fo entera s where
his 18-year-old grandson was holed up
with an assault rifle.

Tribal officiais issued a press re-
lease Monday morning saying the
chairman was stepping aside ‘‘on his
own volition” untll the controversy is
resoived.

They added that DeLaCruz believes
“people do not understand his need to
be a {ather and a grandfather.”

Well, we do.

THE grandsen, who {8 accused of
aitacking & Moclips man with a mach-
ete, reporiedly had threatenad to shoot
pollce oificers surro the home.
But he surrendered about five minutes
after DeLaCruz entered the hiotise,

A letter that follows this editorial
cals the chairman's actions “an sct of

heroism.”

Rash as it was, perhaps he did help
avert a tragedy. He also could have
made things worse, especially since it
wasn't only Grandpa who ened,
Joe's wife, a daughter and her boy-
friend ecmme trooping in too, Any
professiong) cop will tell you that s
crowd of emotionsl piﬁh confronting
gn emotional kid with & gun is a
prescription for disaster,
besd el dees oo the boy ended

ce en
up kiliing himself ~ maybe DS s
well — half the town wotld be de-
manding the police chief’s head on a
platter:

guy?!”

WHEN they see thelr flesh and
blood in treuble, grandinthers deserve
empathy, But no grandfather is above
the law, especially one with ihe addsd
responsibility of being a rele model for
his people, young snd oid and in
between.
 Joe DeLaCruz is not just the chajr-
man of the Quinault Nation, He has a

At Y mmcidabdam an a Aaloa Awianl.

“Why didn't you stop that

have room to taik, ﬂﬁdﬁ.“
when it‘:gmu to problems with kids. y

DELACRUZ, who can play big
league political bardball and be
charming at the gams time, lasely has
g&q&u& an unbecoming babif that

&ll that moxie: :

He wants it both ways,

In his view, the good news is
always good and ev t to
Tow about it, but bad news s always
bad and best confined to internal
consumption, lest it get "‘twisted" by
naive outsiders who don't undersiand
his enemies’ sgenda. .

Whenever someons nng against
him, that he {3 out of touch
and enamored with the "g:;h of pow-
er, DeLaCruz always the %
read, saylng it's an Indian issue, and
g byt v e B

: &
, of course, are barred from
covering these meetings,

On Saturéay, DeLaCrus had practi-
cally carte blanche to tell his side of &
voletile story. Instesd, be excoriated

the Daily Werld veporter who wak
™ to do her job and d&d not
re?;lny g‘om the Ammkb ted Press
and Seaftle Times. '

SAY {tisn’t 50, Joe, _

That's amatieur hour stuff.

Toat’s not the Joe DelaCiua we
usad to laww, '

We'll cut you some alack for belng

upsst over the incident inval your
grandson, You deserve thet,
problems sre haxribteaking
vate,
police

when they're played out in pei
public, it muat be 10 times worse. But
these bizarre run-ins with the y
the allegations of faveritism and pa-
e i By i e T
or ¥ &re creating a
climeate of rumormengering that hurts
the whole tribe. :
This is & time for cool heads,
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piiéhifeased Yo Parents’ custody

TAHOLAH —~ The two juve
niles allegedly invelved '}n 8
machete aftack on a Moclips
man Saturday have been re-
leased to the custody of their
ts, according t¢ Quinault
eservation aitorney Eric Niel-
sen

One of the youths, the 16-year-
old grandson of ftribal leader
Joe DeLaCruz, had barricaded
himself in his parents’ home
with & semi-automatic assault

rifle after the machete ineldent.

DeLaCruz bag tempo;;ui.ly re.
signed his posi as cheirman of
the Quinault indien Nation in
the wake of the ineident,
‘Tl;ok %irmg was ag-ireswd
or allegedly ignoring police of-
ders and going into the resic
dence where the bogerwas boled
up, ‘The boy surrendered peace-
fully shortly after his grandfath-
er and other relatives went in-
side the home,

Also arrested for obstructing
a police officer and reckless
endangerment were DeLaCruz's
wife, Dorothy, his hrother, his
dzughterand her end.

The boyiriend, who is not an
Indiaa_,lb:annot be charged by
the . The daughter may
face additional charges of pos-
session of cocaine, & ing to
palice. : .

Nielsen said the two juveniles
probably will be formally ar-
raigned on assault charges later |

B
Y

this week. '
| |

Meantime, & press release ex-
pected from the Del.aCruz femi- |
ly Monday afternoon has not’
ma . ,
Acting Quinault Chairmean

Pearl Capoeman-Balier said-
this morning that she had not :
seen aty suchrelease. '

W

P10
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leader,

family arrested

by Richard Seven
Timsz staff reponter

pinault Indisn Nafion leadsr
Jee De La Cruz and members of
hie family were ervested gesterday
for gllegedly ignoring = berricads
and entering the home of
grandson, who wias armed with g
rdle and enmgaged n & standoff
with irihal niolicd,
The 18-year-plg grandson, who
ave himsslf up shortly aftor the
amily spoke to him, is being held
on assault charges.

" Police say the teenager ab
tacked another reservation rasi
“dent with a machete, The assault
seemed to be In retalistion for the
victim's cooperstion with polics,
sald Sheriff Rojbin Rhosdes.

Four family oiembers angd 3

fth man were booked on susgpi-

cion of reckless endangerment and

ohstructing {'ustice. ang then werg
released, police said,

De La Cruz, the Quinault bibal
chair, has also served as presjdent
of the Affilated Tribes ob the
Northwest. He did not retumn
phone calls last night, "

_Rhoades wouldn't ident
tribal official arrested as
but otheg tribal 5o

Jou De La Cruz
|

right, but the ends don't justify the
meens,” sald Rhordes. “Officers
were forced 10 expose themselvss
{te danger) when this happened,

The teensger's alleﬁed victim
recalved 20 to 30 stitches on his
hand for wounds suffersd in ward-
ing off the machete, Rhoades seld
he will asl the Bureay of Indien
Alairs tn rovsider forvarding at-
tempted-murder
' charges 10 the
U.S. ettorney,
A K8 unit
. tratked the sus-
~| pect to his home
¥¢° and tribal police
set up & loote

% perimeter afier
Ry reaming he was
atmed with a -

2,
Rhoadss said
the reservation,
in Grays Harbor
] County, is being

plegued with geng-like problems.
About 185 teensgara and young

adults have banded together an
are gecourting for about 35 to 40
Rercent of the reservation’s crimes,

& Says. _ '

“Kids are ing with colors,
committing burglarles, sassaults
drinking and smoking poi,’

; Rhngdes sgid.

- 4l two-door sedan, 'thé uifi-
" "~lice have lesds and

C ot 1 ha add.
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