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Since 1980 a Buddhist Peace Fellowship member has served as How We Can Help

coordinator for BPF's efforts to help the tribal Buddhists of the BPF members who wish to assist in halting the killing and
Chittagong Hill Tracts in Bangladesh. Recently, Johnson land theft can help by writing directly to the President of
Thomas, of Washington, D.C., succeeded Nelson Foster with ~ Bangladesh, the Bangladesh Ambassador to the U.S., their own
this responsibility. This is his first report to the BPF representatives in Congress, and the Prime Minister of India,
membership. ) In January of 1986, some 4,000 Chakma people who had fled

into India to escape a massacre were forced back into Bangladesh
Recent reports from the Chittagong Hill Tracts—the site of and handed over to the Bangla Desh Rifles. It is reported that
the murders of tens of thousands of innocent tribal Buddhists . the refugees were divided into groups and attacked. Their fate is
over the last 15 years—<learly show that the Bangladesh military unknown. Another 30,000 fled into India following new

and newly-imported Bengali Moslem settlers are continuing the  attacks on Chakma villages in July. Please write to:

abuse, torture, rape, and murder of the Chakima Buddhists and of

other hill tibes. These reports include documentation of 280 General Hossain Mohammad Ershad

cases of gross human rights violations in just the first seven ' President, Republic of Bangladesh

months of 1986, including massacres, burning entire villages, Banga Bhawan

destroying Buddhist temples, gang rapes of young girls, torture Dacca, Bangladesh

and mutilation of Buddhist monks, forced conversions to Istam

of kidnapped women, and the theft of tribal farmlands. The Rt Hon. Rajiv Gandhi
The Washingion, D.C. Chapter of the BPF has begun the Prime Minister

first of a series of media, letter-writing, and public outreach The PM Secretariat

campaigns to bring the plight of the Hill Tract peoples to the - South Block

attention of the world. Although as many as 200,000 of these New Delhi, India 110011

forest people have been killed since Bangladesh gained indepen-

dence in 1971, the story is yet o reach the international press. His Excellency A.Z.M. Obaiduflah Khan
The people of the Chittagong Hilt Tracts are made up of 13 Embassy of Bangladesh

tribes, of which five are Buddhist, three Christian, four animist, 2201 Wisconsin Avenue N.W.

and one Hindu. The largest by far are the Chakmas, who have Washington, DC 20007

been Buddhists since the 15th century. The Hill Tracts, com-

prising approximately 5,000 square miles of high ridges Letters to Asia Development Bank, Roxas Boulevard,

suitable for timber and small fertile valleys, have been targeted  Manila, Philippines, urging the cut off of financial assistance
by the Bangladesh povernment for heavy settlement by landless  to Bangladesh until the halting of human rights violations,
Bengalis. Formerly comprising 98% of the hill region's would also be helpful. Bangladesh now gets 70% of its aid
population, the remaining 500,000 Hill Tract tribals now from western nations, much of it via the Asia Development
comprise 50%. - - Bank, and 50% of its annual sources of revenue are from aid.

Buddhist Priests after the
Kalampati Massacre

at the Chittagong Hill
Tracts in Bangladesh
Photo by Wolfgang Mey

12 Address: DBuddhist Peace Fellowship,
P.0. Box 4650, Berkeley, CA 94704,
U.S5.4A.
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A border struggle between India and Bangladesh

ence from Pakistan 15 years ago, mil-
lions of Bangaladeshi refugees have
fled across the long, winding border into
India to escape the poverty of their home-
land. Many of them arrive tofind that their
lives in India are only marginally better
than before. Otherssoon discover that they
are unwelcome intruders on foreign soil.
Still they keep coming. In recent months a
new wave of Bangladeshi emigrants, mem-
bers of the Chakma tribe that inhabits the
Chittagong Hill Tracts of eastern Bangla-
desh, have been leaving their traditional
lands for the Indian state of Tripura. But
unlike most refugees of years past, the
Chakmas, who are Buddhists, say that they
are fleeing brutal persecution by Banglade-
shi soldiers and armed Muslim settlers.
Desperate as their situation may be, the
Chakmas are only part of a complex and
intertwined regional conflict that is threat-
ening the always testy relationship be-
tweenIndia and Bangladesh. The Chakmas
who have made the trek, about 50,000 of
them, have walked into another of India’s
myriad ethnic conflicts. In Tripura, high-
land guerrillaswhocall themselves the Tri-
bal National Volunteers (TN V)are fighting
to gain a homeland of their own. In the last
year TNV rebels have killed at least 127
people—many of them Bangladeshi set-
tlers who cver the years have become the
state’s most populous group. India accuses

smce Bangladesh won its independ-

Bangladesh of providing shelter for the
TNV guerrillas, which Dhaka denies.

In recent months Bangladesh has been
making some charges of its own. It says the
Chakma refugee camps inside Tripura
have become safe havens for Chakma re-
bels, who have been fighting a 14-year, hit-
and-run guerrilla war in an effort to secure
asemi-autonomous homeland. Dhaka says
that since last summer the guerrillas have
killed 44 Muslim settlers in the region.

Repatristion plan: So far, the governments
in New Delhi and Dhaka have made little
progress in resolving the border tension.
Last year Bangladesh agreed to take back
thousands of Chakma refugees. But the
repatriation plan broke down when the
Chakmas refused to leave India; many fled
from the camps into the jungle. "We can’t
drive these people back across the border,”
one Indian Foreign Ministry official said
last month. “They're terrified and don't
want togo back.” India has recently begun
clearing ground—despite protests from
Dhaka—for a road and fence along stretch-
es of the border to keep more Bangladeshi
refugees from entering its territory and to
try to control the movements of TNV re-
bels. But it will likely take more than a
fence to quell the strong religious and tri-
bal loyalties that present so much trouble
for the nations of the subcontinent.

WiLLiaM Buercerwith SUDIP MAZUMDAR

in New Delhiand HassaN SHAHRIAR in Dhaka

Rebel Country

Guerrillas on both sides of the
border are fighting for self-rule.

VIRENDHRA SINGH

NEWSWEEK/APRIL 13, 1987

BANGLADESH

Angther ethsic battieground: Tndian soldiers guarding a captured TNV stronghold

SOUTH CHINA MORNING PO
Hong Kong's new governer: Wilson

The Last to
Wear the Plume

Sir David’s distinction

tis not the last changing of the guard in

the British colony of Hong Kong-—that

will not occur until 1997—but it may
well be the second to last. When Sir David
Wilson arrives at the Kai Tak Internation-
al Airport this week, he will swap his busi-
ness suit for an imperial uniform complete
with ostrich plumes. After a bit of pomp
and circumstance, he will become the 27th
British governor of Hong Xong, probably
the last to rule hefore the territory returns
to Chinese control 10 years from now.

With Hong Kong's economy as vigorous
asever, Wilson's agenda islargely political.
His first job is dismantling that most ubig-
uitous of colemial structures: Hong Kong’s
expatriate-led civil service. Wilson arrives
at a time when “localization”—the process
of replacing top-level British bureaucrats
with ethnic Chinese—has become especial-
1y urgent. Though Chinese make up 98.5
percent of the 177,500-member service,
only a handful have made it to the upper
ranks. Wilson must also boost the sagging
morale of fellow Britons, many of whom
fear losing their jobs after 1997.

His most formidable task by far will be
deciding just how much democracy Hong
Kongshould havebefore Beijingtakesover,
Emboldened by reforms in 1985 allowing
indirect elections for some members of the
Legislative Council, many residents are.
calling for direct parliamentary-style elec-
tions by 1988. That degree of popular de-
mocracy is anathema to many business
leaders as well as to the mainland govern-
ment—and Wilson will have tomediate the
increasingly polarized debate. For Wilson,
a career diplomat and a key negotiator in
the talks on Hong Kong’s future, the gover-
norship amounts to a delicate political bal-
ancing act. The colony’s residents, along
with Beijing and London, are waiting to see
how deftly hecan manageit.

444, Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022, USS.A. 17
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conflict is thus “inevitable’ he said, but can
be ‘tackled’ by ‘slipping’ the local peoples
into Transmigration sites.

Children to be separated

More light is shed on this kind of thinking
by a recent announgement from the In-
donesian Government, issued from
Washington Embassy, that it is embarking
on a new project which it calls ‘Total
Development of the Indonesian People’,
aimed at reeducating West Papuans, whom
it describes as “still living in a stone-age-
like era’.

The Papuans are physically and cultural-
ly utterly different from the dominant
Javanese. In order to bring them *up to par
with the rest of the country’, children ‘will
be separated from their parents to keep
them from settling into their parents’
lifestyle’. This is necessary, according to
the Government, ‘because changing their
parents’ lifestyle would be very difficult,
and necessitate considerable expenditure
and time’.

The project reflects the thinking of the
present Governor of the region, who has
called for more transmigrants so that local
peoples can intermarry with them. ‘This
will give birth to 2 new generation of peo-
ple without curly hair, sowmg the seeds
for greater beauty’.

Skewered
For in spite of the check to Transmigra-
tion, Indonesia is not relaxing its grip on
West Papua, which was handed over to it
by the U.N. in 1963. On the contrary, the
army has recently stepped up its operations
against rebel activity there, in an offensive
known as ‘operation meat skewer’.
Sources within the Indonesian occupied
tertitory have reported that tribal com-
munities all along the north coast and up
into the western highlands have been shell-
ed from the sea and bombed from the air,

Refugees from West Papua, deprived of
their homes by Transmigration or flesing
from government repression, continue to
cross the frontier into neighbouring Papua
New Guinea (PNG). (See SI News 6, 9.)
In June 1986 the total number who had
entered PNG since 1984 was estimated
unofficially at twelve or thirteen thousand.
In August a further 750 arrived with
reports of an Indonesian attack on their
village in which several people were kill-
ed. After capturing the village, the soldiers
shot a Catholic catechist and five other
men. The refugees reported that many
other communities were also on the move
and were expected to cross the border
so0n.

For the people of West Papua the
slowdown in Transmigration may provide
a partial respite but thev remain nnder the

IS AUSTRALIA I

SACRED SERPENT
UNDISTURBED

The Aboriginal Fringedwellers of the
Swan Valley near Perth, West Australia,
led by activist and writer Robert Bropho,
have won a three year battle to protect a
sacred site from being invaded by a gas
pipeline. Survival International and other
organisations and concerned individuals
worldwide had supported their campaign.
What is now known as Bennett Brook, not
far from the city, is according to their
tradition the resting place of the great ser-
pent Wagyl. The agreement reached with
the State Energy Commission will involve
rebuilding a section of the $960 million
pipeline, taking it in a conduit over the
brook rather tham disturbing the earth
underneath.

IR EANGLADESH ST

NO FORCED
REPATRIATIONS

Tribal refugees from the genocidal war in
the Chittagong Hilt Tracts, who have taken
refuge in India, will not now be returned
to Bangladesh against their will. The good
news came on the very day that repatria-
tion was due to begin.

Since April 1986, the situation of the
tribal peoples of the CHT has worsened
(see SI news 13) as the Bangladesh armed
forces have carried out further brutal and
indiscriminate attacks on tribal villages in
this remote province. As a result, af least
24 000 refugees have poured into the
neighbouring Indian states of Tripura and
Mizoram. Children and old people have
died while trekking through the hills. The
Bangladesh army has even attacked flee-
ing tribals; in one case 200 refugees were
lured into a narrow defile, and many kill-
ed in a hail of small arms fire.

The refugees are an embarrassment to
both the Bangladesh and Indian Govern-
ments, who have been trying to patch up
official relations. In November 1986, a
border agreement was announced, with ar-
rangements for the repatriation of the
refugees, and a date was set in mid-
January. In a telegram to the Indian Prime
Minister, the refugees appealed against the
decision. ‘Repatriation will mean sure
death to us.’ they said.

Survival International protested to the
Indian authorities urging them not to
repatriate the refugees without their free
consent. At the last minute, the decision
to return them was revoked.

Now the Indian government must be per-

1 enaded tn acl far internaticnal scoictanmea

—COMMENT_
" THE NEWS IS BETTER

A common reaction from people who
hear of Survival International’s work,
even if they feel sympathetic towards
it, is ‘But surely you can never suc-
ceed? There can’t be any hope for
these people.” Often the speaker is
subscribing, consciously or uncon-
sciously — and mostly unconscious-
ly, since few examine such assump-
" tions — to a doctrine of History or
Progress as an invincible force, in-
dependent of human wills, in whose
way it is futile if not impious to stand.
7 ‘Others are merely being ‘realistic’ and
" supposing that history is on the side
of the big battalions.

‘But even if one rejects these
assumptions — and presumably most
S.L supporters have rejected them —
it is ofien hard not to feel discourag-
ed. The forces on the other side are
vast. The bad news  keeps coming in.

- And yet there is good news too. .
Many of the stories pubhshed in SI
‘News show what hard, concerted )

',_campaxgmng by mternatlonal pressure
,'groups can achieve. S.I.s World Bank
campaign is an example; the meeting
in Waslnngton between the Amazo-
nian Indian representatives and the
head of the Bank, reported in ST news
15, was" a breakthrougb and has
drawn the attention of the media to the
Indians’ struggle. In a case like that
of the Philippine tribes threatened by
the Chico dam, similarly, the obstinate
Tesistance of the people themselves
was “supported by mobilised world
opinion. In other cases a downturn in
the national .economy comes to the
rescue of a tribal group by making a
monster pro_;ect 100 obkusly un-
_economic. :

Such siccesses are always limited
and precarious, however. Politicians
may change their minds; the vested in-
terests remain and will not give up.
All the more reason to renew our own
efforts. Many tribal neoples have sur-
vived, even against enormous odds.
Our best response to their survival is
to throw our weight behind those who
are still threatened for the rea] strug-

L B T T




(IMES OF INig

——

THE

.:mn,.“.

. P61+
sul

rd

nu
P2
ug
el
g

Aq
ede.
fre}
P
e
o3

EOMBRY  SUNDAY, ApRrL §

[95’? 1 PAGE 3

-=1ad WG p LAY - MONNONNT

| 3yl Inoqe sy sapis

— - X -

2 N Ui Kepoy udoir punare wwstp

ndustefyeqg o Jey[L], UL 3R B QI

PepI[I0d BXypody O} -PEQRIZEYD) WOy

Sumpesen aaa A3t YoM W snq @

U panfun Op pue Pafiry 24am SUOS

P ARG Suan] wpaf Jo saury,

deystox ur poqy ¢
LT * o Sutignep
-85 pue Juddnws- mede sainsesw
puE . Jopioq . 3y} -Juoje sunseaw
Liunoss sy Jo Juusyiduans. noge
S12118W PISSNISIP OS]E SIPIS oMy at |-
o "ysapedueg

01 s293mjas sy Jo onetnedss sy

JOJ Pasu MEIPILILWL YL U0 Jarde yloq
g e1puy Ul sasdnjal Iy Jo Jaqunu
‘oMl YL ¢
. ST U0
a1 urysspefdueg Jo uoida: sen iy

A.u:oma,.z_mu o EE.u L0’ uerpuy

31 61U pIsSOLD ALY saadnyal ewixeyy -

Jo Jsqunu adiB] ¥ “Inssi uonelheda
Tuniey)y 1 JO 25NEasq aouedytuBs
Jeeds sey W W Snp Ing CAjienu
-rg goed S3YE1 I ST IduuBw JUNINOL

. eu e Sun{e st 3unaow YL

; (A - R =114 |
ysaperdueg aq) Jo Jalyd ‘Ksngpaioy)d
pawyy yeyg uany feiy Aq papeay sem
apis ysspeiBueg A o[tym uonedsep
URIDU] A P3| BIYSTIAL D T I JAUD

33104 AJUNDRg I13pIog uEIpu[ 9y

sy[el ay) w paundy Anuauword
ysspe[ueg o1 epul oy 593305l
runjEyD) Yt JOo sudnewnedas L
‘SILUNOD 0M] BY] U3DMIaG SJapIOg
[BUCHBUISIUT  UOWWOD 3yl Inoqe
swajqosd 3 ssnosip o) Aepol a3y
Funsout Lep-inoj e pauado ysapedueg .
pue ‘eipu] p Tdy CVIVHA
2A1ag SMIN WIPUT JO SHUIL L

sy epSueg-opuy -

—

o “BOLY YINOS U1 PLOGURDE
10} jo swpMA  puE  SAEIS  Auluoy
73y sisse 01 pasn 2q Ot sI puny YL
e "SIB(JOP VOV OF B:.On:.:
.u0d SBy EBIpup ‘luncwe s )

_Jo 1 s d¥ZV).
N0 Auafe smau uganez dyy op 3ul
ISt -piodor ‘UauIaAOW Paugije-uoy U Aq
BN jypaQ Map Ut Jeak sty) Aea pauunty
7 punj ANMEPI|OS UEDLILY AU 10] PAI3IYI0D
1501 (aaq JEf DS SABY SIT{IOP uolfil Ald
W -azg {00/ YN V) ¢ 1Y U YAVA

i Y

ws . puml] UEOLYY
ued :

o 0] Palod[od ui() LS
mp

1 ruonesado-oo pue diyspuaut jo wds e
W uY WAY] 24051 01 paarde Fulary SapIs
238 omt Ayl Ulk ‘SAUIUN0D OM) 1) UM
uos -3q swaqosd rapiog Jofew jB pala

1| oys -a03 syie sy pres saaunos pawojuy

L ~ -seednar aut
Ayl jo umiaz 3y a0 UL 219m S108I1 [ITH

L\

W
. %
33
SR
TN
Q™

~J
b
I
g
WS
Py
Ay

’ [’)’ﬂ/‘*fﬁﬂy,

rge- .

€nt

fec
Vit

2y
ifie

-BIK

the gevernment on internal affairs, has
Te- told- newsmen that . - ziot
o-take proposed 1o New Delhi for 2 home o

-Bangladesh’

i genuin
tionals from Ind

par
Lbec

He opined that the repatriation of- -~

thé refugees was not taking place de-
spite ' _Dhaka’s eagerness for

B

S

‘o
-
.
v
o
=]
]
B
&
B
i~
2]
F=)
=3
Ei
.m
[
L

yesterday, the -Banéiadesh
on secretary, Mr. Nurunnabi -
Dhaka - had -

. he said.

-~ Choowdhury, who is the spokesman of -
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‘stronghold taken

Id in the

flux of the refugees was the result of -

Apayao province for the estimated 300 lead
to 300 communist rebels who had 16t

" *We want to settle the TCbakma

.occupied the camp 320 km. north of Ron

ment troops searched for escape routes allo
around a rebel camp in northern Luzon emt
. Col. Honesto Isleta told reporters be
‘efugee issue in-a spirit of friendship Manita and fled when it was attacked. €nd.

a handful of so-called “Shanu Bahini™ .

rebels this year, an armed forces

spokesman said.
that the some 1,000 troops who

faunched the offensive on Sunday were

_searching in the Pacu valley of Kalinga.

“the propaganda and intimidation” by’
today after taking the strongho

largest military operation aga

- {Filipino ‘rebels’

1
d

be discusse_d during the four-day meet-

ing.

esh authorities inf

plad

Mr. Panni, replying 1o a question,
In this context, he referred to the
annual meeting of the chief of the.
Border Security Forces beginning here

sin disputed reports in a_ section of the

He said the Ban,
the were . fully prepared- to accept the
ald “genuine tribal refugees” and hoped

the decks for their repatsialion 10

said Dhaka would accept those refu-
" gees whose identity as Bangladesh na-

tomorrow and said the situation alon,

" tionals had been established,
the borders of the two countries woul

im Abat India would co-operate in clearing 1NSUrgents.

the Indian press that the mumber of refu~
I .gces had swelled to about 50.000 and -
.~ Bangladesh Rifles and the Indian

nt Bangladesh without further delay.
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Indo-Bangla talks 3
- O] C}lal\mas faxl -l

The Tlmes “of Indla \'eus Seruce- I
S NEW DELHI Apnl 8.

’I‘HE three—day talks between lhe o

-J chiefs: of . the border-policing ~ -~

forces"of -India -and Bangladesh -

~held in Dhaka faileq to.reach an ..
agreement on the repama.tmn of

<'the, 50,000 Chakmas ” now -in

-Tripura relief camps. -

.. The Bangtadesh . government ‘con+ -

-tinues to link the éxodus of Chakmas ~ -

from the Chlltagong hill tracts intg | - -

"-Tripura to. the zciivities of the in- " -~
surgent group,.the Santi Bahini. It also -

- roundedly accusés ]ndla of aldmg the B

,lnsurgems I PR

_ There .is hmarever another Wiew . -

_about the cause of the massive cxodvs. ~

- It is the operation launched by the - .
Bangladesh army to settle peopte from. , .

the plains on t.nbal Iand in 1he hl]l -

tracts.” - . Co
- There are as many 2s 75 repons by ‘

foreign” observers since the Pakistani . .-

days in what has come 1o be knownas ¢

. “genocide nperalmns in the Chittagong =~
hill tracts.” Some international - hu- -
maditarian agencm have also com-
mented on jt. ¢

"These operations may ‘pow have . -
been suspended by the Bangladesh .

" authorities. Dhaka has in fact launched * - -
a campaign for creaung a favourable
international. opinion. It is taking - ~

. grougfs of diplomats to the hill tracts to -

ine  convince them of Dhaka’s intentions . -

ds. . 8bout the'repatriation of the Chakmas

" .. and resenling them in the hill tracts. .
.. The Chakma refugees are however,
G - not convinced that they-will get the -

" -treatment promised by. the Dhaka
- authorities. However, New Delhi's un-. -~ |
* willingness 1o force the Chakmas 10 . -
ts that return against their will is providing =~ -
bie for grist 10 Dhaka's propaganda mill that . - -
unity. India was trying to keep the problem. ]
iramjit alive by hot sending the Chakmas back. .
€ said - Dhaka has suggested raising the talks
end a3 on the Chakma issue to & higher level = .
1 €OUR- — between the home secretaries of the -
still In two countries — like the meeting that -
., -~ took place between India and Pakistan.” -,
fddean - The intention- presumably-is to at- - -
denied tract- international - attention tothe -
fec_leral Chakma problem and. gain potitical .
advantage from it. Dhaka’s a.cmmes .
point to that direction. - - - o
Another - compl:cauon that has' Ll
arisén i§ that after- initially” accepting - -
| the figure of 24,000 Chakma refugees. . ..~
] jwho have taken shelter in Trpura, /=27
"--} -} Dhaka is refusing the raise- the figure
although; “according “"to“New Delhi, -
another. 26,000 refupees. had -crossed.
over since December ‘when the first
B repatnauon agreement was mad&

Pak eyes 611
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" NEW DELHI, April 9.

NDIA ,would ~like “Dhaka o
- cmteﬂcongemal ‘conditions in-
the Chitiagong hill tracts for. the .
Zreturrr of the Chakmas who are
the Now camping in. Tripura  and are
‘on: apprehcnswe of thclr safety bac:k
»n- home,”

irn . A foreign ofﬁee spekesman, eom-:

iy menlmg on the recent talks between.
red the chief of the Border Security Force
- (BSF) and head of Bangladesh Rifles in "
>p~ Dhaka; said India had the “friendliest~
+ -raf. te!anons with Dhaka. and-would.
tng lake 10’ see the Chakima i issue resolved.”

“India ‘continues’ to “maintain "that~
i a thereTare now‘heariy 50,0007 Cﬁamka
b refugess. imvEripura:r camps;” _;hpﬁgh
-s, "‘Bangatdesh has not yet accepted this
ase figure. According to the home ministry,
Iti- there were 31,480 refugees on January-

ew 14, the day. before the process of

- ~ - -
L o VRN

Cila

* |-anti-terrorist and anti-smuggling oper-

= Indian hopes on

Chakmas

an; The Tlmes of. !ndla News Semce

| "safety

repatnauon was scheduled to begm.

sistance by Chakmas, the repatriation,

* could not take place. In fact: the influx: -

“continued in waves tilf the figures ‘of

~:However; owing to' the' distrubed .
.-_condltlons in thé -hill’ trdcts and fe-

“refugees” in Tnpura camps rose 3o ~

49 000 on April |.
he Dhaka meeting did’ nol disciss

the Chakma problem alone! The pub-,
:*licity given to this issite appéarsto have'.

vershadowed a more 1mpor}ant isstie

*unending " illegal -
:Bangladeshis throuigh all sectors of th
Indo-Bangladesh "border.

.The BSE. chief,
Unders:ood o ha' provided: 10 his
‘Baagladesh’ 5 eoenterpart - figurdd o
‘Bangladeshis caught’ on-the- border ‘in

the process . of illegatly. cressmg ovér -
and pushedback. The urgent v.ced for -

stopping this illepal infiltration is said
1o have been brought up at the meetirg.

- Dhaka has been consisteniy contest-
ing the figures of infiltration provided
by India. Its stand has- been that no

"I'Bangladeshi has crosséd aver to India, -

However, the Indian authorities are

-Hinding it difficult to shut their eyes 1o .~
the problem, having to face the serious -

consequences political, ecopomic apd

-1 social — of this infiftrationron tl'us side

of the border. | . -

The “foreigners agxtanon in Assam
is only one of the consequences flowing

from the illegal influx. Bangladeshisare -

now found almost everywhere in- the
entire northern belt (of . India. They’
have changed the demographic charac-

ter of the border areas of West Bengal

and Bihar.-They are also found in the

stums of the capital city, Delhi. Even in

Punjab, some of the persons shot in the
ations ‘on the .Pakistan border have

been found to be Bangladeshis. - .

|- According 10 census. ﬁgures, there .
has-been an extreordinary rise in the .
populanon. inithe” border areds of

Bengal and. Bihar,’In as .many as 28

- | viltages.in the border districts of West -
. }Bengal, the population increase. has -
‘fbeen more than 100 per cent Inm

another 153 villages, the population

“-liras grown by more than 40 per cent.-
Ten new vtllages have come up when: L

none existed. -

- Itis suspected that ﬂlegal mﬁlualors )

from Bangladesh have significantly in--

of West Bengal, where; social tensions
have surfdced and the faw and order

has considerably . deteriorated. - L

- . Tt is feared that the influx wﬂl grow

- |in the coming monlhs, with the con- ~
_Jiinuous deterioration in the economic

situation in Bangladesh. According to

a World Bank study, some 23 million "
- | people “in . Bangaldesh ‘have become -. -
landless destivtes and have no alterna- -
Jtive but to migrate. They can’only

M. C Misra, is -

. which can have-serioys. lmphcauons_ P
for India’ It is -the .continuous' and .
infiltration - by o

- | fiuenced the results of the recent as- . .
sembliy elections in lhe broder districts -
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5'13-' by the ‘Bangladesh securify- forces
:;" in the Chittagong hill tracts, -
of - Jna }ustpubhshed report; !tsaysthat
of to ecscape death and  torture, the
Chakmas -were fleeing 10 the-Indian *
nh border states of Tripura and Mizorarm.
IOI”' The report says repatriation of the’
35 tnbals as agreed to between the govern-
of ‘ment of Bangladﬁh and India, did not
<. ; Commenee” o January 13 this year. .
ale There wete 31,000 tibal refugees in:
-7 India on January 14, a day before the
planned repatnahon and” today this -
number has risen to 49 000. —
In late December, 1986, it was §- .
nal]y ‘announced that mm‘eﬂmn 24,500
:. Chakmas---would: be-~ returned. to -
Bangladesh. The_state, authormn in
Tripura were apparently unmlhng to

* - . The report says that on the mght of
o January 14 this year, the Shanti Rahini
‘“} forces ~* Teporiedly | - attacked “y-a-
of Bangladesh border post, The incident -
"*:Ssaldtohavemcmedthcmbal'
B peoples fears. .
Iet - The report, wlneh contams vivid
it§- accounts of the’ killings and’ afrest of
he tribals by the security forces and other .

human’ rights violations says “more -~

0 people had ‘sought -refugee in India’
a1 dunAng December,_l986 andJanuary
=d 19877,

nsoIn Oclober 1986, Amnecty Inter-
th- - national’ published a- 38-page report -

/qg?/ ﬂfﬁf 2—

mdependent ~Cothmission T210 &
- westigate .all such -Teports’ Bnd” urged
Dhaka to make pubhc the ﬁnd.ln,gs af
the commission 5 ki

1t also asked Bangiadmh amhonues
10 ensure that law enforcement person-
‘nel responsnble for hm:na.n nghts wol-
‘aticns were prosecuted. -

- “The Bangladesh govemment sube-
quently responded-to the information -*_
“contained in Amnesty International’s
“report in a pnva!f: commummuon m
t.he organisation. -5 7, . F.7 ;

‘I'hela‘testreportsaysthattherewas Ca
a ‘marked increase in violent clasheg ™
between the Shanti Bahini and law-'
enforoemem personnel throughout last
year .

Amne:ty Intemauonal has obtelixed

between June, - 1986, "and January,
193] In some instances, tnbalvﬂ!agers
hll reponed to have been wmmanjy

It says dunng Deeembe:, 1986, a.nd

) :lanuary 1987, several thousand tribal .

people- from  Chittagong' hill -tracis
soughtreﬁ:geem'fnpma. T

LrAmnesty-- -International "eondemns

‘as ‘a’mateer of principie the wrture or .
exemncn of prisoners by anyone, e
cluding opposition groups. 'Rt -recog- -
nises that the Bangladesh government
has a respongibility to maintain law ‘; -
ando:ﬂmnibeChxttagonghﬂlﬁ‘acts.” E

“Banzladesh“ — unlawﬁll hllmgs and |
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Chakmas return

on earhest date

"DHAKA, April 26 (UNI): India and
- Bangladesh’ today agreed on the need
"'for.easly repatriation of Chakmas from
Jndia at the l‘ore:gn secretaries fevel

m‘} talks held here. - - S
de-  Ajoint press re]ease issued at 1he end

§ i1 of today's talks said e’ two sides

:agreed 10 continue official level dis-

3Jp cussions ef the modalities of repatria-
ala, 11011 of Chakma_s. - )
&;:1: . The forelgn secretary MrK. P. S.

Menon and his Bangladesh counter-
part. Mr Fakhruddin Ahmed, led their
_respective delegation at the 1alks.

The press release said the two sides
discussed the entire gamut of bilateral
issues,
waters, SAARC and ecopornic co-oper-
ation.

. Mr Menon explamed to hts host a
number of steps. lakeh bv India to
expedite 1,5 ‘easmg in perpetuity of the
Tm Bigha comq__,\g ngladesh

igh-
icak
the

ipin

including- Tin Bigha, rver’

On the issue of river waters, the W5 ]

gita; .sides agreed to fix dates for-the meet--

. ings of the joint committee 'of experis
:18e and Indo-Bangladesh joint rivers. com-
oM. mission through diplomatic channel.
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The samiti, in a note, expressed -

nps set up by the Tripura govern-

concern over the “reign of terror. being

pursued by the cruel government of Mr
Ershad for extermhination of "the -

Chakmas.”

inst the rehabilitation of Bengali
slims in' the hill tracts, by . the .

he Chakmas'-have. also protested
igladesh government..

nt.

~

The tribals who came over to -

1

-setilers: who' ‘were- rehabilitated. on .

ripura narrated tales of brutality at
the hill tracts.

the hands of the Bangladesh rifles.and

|

ghts by'the Bangladesh army and para
military forces are-rather unknown to

PTi adds: Urncertainty hangs over )
the fate of tnbal Chakma refugees, who

: ™The increased violation of human
-the world™, the samiti said.

‘he booklet inciudes. names’ and i)
resses of 684 iribals, who, it 'says

of Bangladesh 1o take refuge in Tripura,

.insurgency-torn Chittagong hill tracts
‘though a full year had -gone by.

fled. their .hearth and homes in the

¢ details of the attrocities allegedly -
imitted by raiding: soldiers of the
-4

gladesh, army. on: innocent. people

uding women and children. -

¢ been killed by the soldiers of the
pladesh army- during sudden raids
Chakma villages in the hill iracts. -
“he ‘84.page publication also gives

TOURISM

The'continuous influx of refugees
forced the Tripura government to open. |

5, POPULAR -

S..

4

four evacuee camps in the south dis-

¢

L

triet. .

T
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2 No aid to Bangla
: rebels, says India

hat

LA DHAKA, April 25.
ihe -FPHE . Indian’ fori%gn':sec_:rezary,
1w -] Mr K. P..S.. Menon,  today.
ite. denied Indian assistince. to the
i. Bangladesh fribal insurgents along
_the Chittagong Hill tract regon.. -
e “We have :denjed these. charges.
Ihe .eariier also,”_he-told newsmen on his
10" grrival here-on. a throe=—day- visit to
M- Bangladesh.. - S
eir -~ Most of the questions he faced from
All ‘pewsmen were 2bout the Chakma refu-

ica.

In= in the Chittagong Hill tract. . <=~

- Mr Menon said he had no fixed
agenda for talks with the Bangladesh
side and anything that the two sides
d  copsidered important would come up,
me for discussion. .. . . '
" scems that the Chakma tribal issue
he will figure prominently in the official
is '1alks beginning tomorrow, - -
ra- . The Indian foreign secretary said
rBei'f _that tribal refugees from bangladesh
"'Siv tories.. .. .
S s the first
fe- Bangladesh sfter his assumption: of
- office. Mr Menon, who'served here as
R- ‘the Indizn envoy in- the late~ 70s,
he described his visit as “sentimental,”
Y. -and recalled his “good days™ here that
W= spanned for more than three years: ~

wa.
Fid:]

th at-the airport. by - his . Bangladesh

; of India News Service 2t the airport. .. .
- TheTimﬁ  India News Sery g '“Mneﬁbours,i;isnmhm
mon that we have some probl
what fs importan is that we alwaystatk . -
on such problems,” Mr Menomn, said.
He stressed that the main thrust of his

tween the two countrnes.

Mi-gea issue vis-8-vis the tribal insyrgency

were still entering into lndian terri-
visit of Mr Menon to . Y3 ,
.-KAMPALA_ Apnil-23 (AP

of ""“The Indian foreign secretary was met-

uncom-
ms; but

talks with the Bangladesh-side f;\yguld
be “friendship and understanding be- -

- About” the- Chakma refugees, Mr

Menon put the_ figures at f{&ﬂﬁﬂ, How-
ever, the Bangladesh _fomxignt@c@ary
hastened to add that the igiitéd need
1o be verthed and he put thefigure at
27.000, as accepied by Banglugesh. |
Mr Menon denied a suggeshon.by a
newsman whether the Chakma 1ssu¢
had become a mew “irritant™ in the
bilateral ties and added that the subject
was a new.issue. He opined that the
ierm “irritant” was sometjing. dif-
forent that afffects the enure,,l;ujateral
ties and thers was no reasan o jump 0
the conclusion that any Issue’ had
become an “irritant” .

_Ugandan rebels:kill
30~ passengers -

1,

attacked 2 train at a station ji: orth-

eastern Uganda this week and killed 30
passengers, a Kampala ngwspaper re-

‘ported,today; ER TRy -y

. The-. daily newspaper, - “Muano,”
which is part-owned by the-Cathelic
church, said-an undetermined;number -
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No solution to

Chakma issue’

' a  The Times of India News Service .
tblg DHAKA. - april 27 The' Indo-
nd Bangladesh ~foreign ~ secretary-level

meeting concluded here today without
making much progress on the issue pf
repatriauon of Chakma refugees from
India. The two sides could noi evolve
any modalities or fix any tentative daie

ers
sty
sad

the e :

' for the repagnat:gn of the refugees.
sk = et y
© We have reiterated our proposal

thar Bangladesh district officials and
ihe tribal leaders should visit refugee
camps in India and convince the refu-
gees to return home” the :foreign
secretary. Mr K.P.§, Menon, tokd news-
‘men. The Bangladesh foreign secretary,
Mr Fakhruddin Ahmed, was ‘present
when Mr Menon spoke to the press.

The two sides today held talks for
another two hours in addition 10 four
hours of talks yesterday. They._dis-
f:ussed South Talpaity (New Moore)
!sland issue, maritime boundary and
issue of waters of cornmon rivers. -

xS

de-
by
10
Vit
the
the.
ant
the
in
of
re

. his . E
connterpart, Mr Fakhiuddin Ahmed. ° T 2 J
08 The Indian. high commissioner in of ~gunmen “began”_shooting:.. in-
" Dhaka, Mr 1. 5. Chadha, and the discriminately into 2.crowd of-passen-
M Bangladesh envoy to New Delhi, M gers who were about to "board - the
55 Farook Chowdhury, were also present Uganda railways train at Soro :
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