From:

Dr., Ramendu S. Dewan,
c/o br. H.D. Locksley, Department of Chemistiry,
Salford University, Salford M5 LWT, England, U.K.

Date: February 27 , 1987
Sub: An appeal to save the Chakma and other tribes of the

Chittagong Hill Tracts from the total annihilation by the
Bangladesh Government.

Dear Brother,

May I present to you the following information relating to the

plight of over 37,000 Jumma (the people of the Chittagong Eill Tracts)
Fefugees who have taken refuge in the neighbouring Indian State of Tripura:

1.

10.

11.

1z.

13.

" An urgent action appeal, "Refoulement - India: Tribal refugees from

Bangladesh", circulated by Amnesty International on 8 January 1987.

4 press release, "Bangladesh - Refugees face forced repatriation®,
isgued by Survivasl International on 9 January 1987.

b statement, "Fepatriation of tribespecple unwelcome", disseminated
by the Anti-Slavery Society on 8 January 1987.

An urgent appeal sent by the International ¥ork Group For Indigenous
Affairs to Mr. Eajiv Gandhi, the Prime Minister of India, on 17th
November 1986.

A statement, "Points of view", issued by the Organizing Committee
Of The Chittagong Hill Tracts Campaign in December 1586.

A picture of a Chzkma Refugee mother trying to "beat the cold in a
hole" published in the Statesman Veekly (Delhi and Calcutta) of
December 13, 1986.

A report, "Dhaka begins taking refugees back™, taken from the
Times of India of November 25, 1986.

An article, "Ordeal of Chakma refugees", carried by the Times of
India of November 29, 1986.

A news, "24,000 Chakmas to go back", from the Times of India of
December 4, 1586.

A piece, "Delhi hails Bangla step on refugees", taken from the
Times of India of December 8, 1986.

A report, "Dhaka and Delhi agree on border measures", published in
the Times {(London) of December 9, 1586.

An article, "Humans can'‘t take it any more'", carried by the
Statesman ¥eekly of December 13, 1986.

A news, "Bangla refugees may return", from the Times of India of
December 14, 1986.

A piece, "Dhaka informs India of Bahini trouble", taken from the
Times of India of December 29, 1986.

4 report, "700 more Chakmas come to Tripura", published in the
Times of India of December 30, 198¢.

An article, "Extremists create Indo-Bangla rift", carried by the
Times cof India of December 21, 1986,

A news, "Tivwari arrives in Dhaka", from the Times of India of 7th
January 1987.

A piece, "Bangladesh assures security to Chakmas™", taken from the
Times of India of January 8, 1987.

4 report, "Delhi, Dhaka for joint steps on Insurgency", published
in the Times of India of January 9, 1987.
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20. An article, "Repatriation sure death for Chakmas", from the
Statesman of January 8, 1987.

21. A news, "India-Bangladesh border accord", carried by the Times
(London) of January 9, 1887.

22. A piece, "Tiwari's Bangladesh visit fruitful", taken from the Times
of India of dJanuary 12, 1%87.

23, A news, "More Chakmas pour in", published in the Times of India of
January 13, 1987.

24, & report, "Delhi apathetic to Chakma issue", carried by the Times of
India of January 15, 1987.

25. An article, "Chakmas' repatriation does not come off", from the
Times of India of January le, 1387.

co. A news, "More tribals pour into Tripura", taken from the Times of
India of January 17, 1987.

27 . A piece, "Repatriation of Chakmas delayed", publiished in the Times
of India of January 19, 1987.

28. A news, "Bangla query on Chakma impasse", carried by the Times of
India of January 19, 1987.

29. An article, "Chakma families refuse to go backﬁ, from the Times of
India of January 20, 1987.

30. A report, "Better to die in India, say Chakmas", taken from the
Times of Imdia of January 23, 1987.

31. A piece, "Bangla opposition walk-out™, published in the Times of
India of January 25, 1987.

32. A news, "Dhaka rejoinder on Chakmas"™, carried by the Times of India
of January 30, 1987.

23, An article, "India not stopping Chakmas™, from the Times of India of
Janvary 29, 1987. :

34. A report, "BSF struggles with 2,500 refugees", taken from the Times
of India of February 2, 1987.

35. A news, "Dhaka ready to take back Chakmas", published in the Times
of India of February 2, 1987.

26. A report, "200 Chakmas slip through BSF net", carried by the Times
of India of February 3, 1987.

37. A piece, "More DPs pour into Tripura", from the Times of India of
February 9, 1987.

As part of the Bangladesh Government policy to seize the Jumma
villages and farmlamds for the members of the majority community of
Bangladesh, the Bangladesh armed forces in league with the Bengalil
settlers massacred the innocent tribal men, women and children of some 70
villages in Matiranga, Panchari, Khagrachari, Dighinala and Lakhmicharl
Upazillas (Sub-Districts) in April, May and June 1986. The invaders stole
stocks and valuables, burnt houses, destroyed Buddhist and Hindu temples,
tortured the villagers, abducted and raped women, converted forcibly many
tribal people to Islam, and murdered at least 500 Jummas incliuding monks.
Tens of thousands of helpless tribespeople fled to the adjoining forests
for their lives and some 30,000 Jumma refugees sought shelter in the Indian
State of Tripura. After depopulating the area, the Bangladeshi military
regime has already distributed the tribal villages and farmlands to its
co-religionists.

The humane Govermment of India has set up 4 camps at Thakumbari(over
13,000), Silachari (3,000), Korbuk (5,000) and Kathalchari (12,000) to
lodge over 33,000 Jumma refugees including those who arrived by the first



-3a

arrivals. It is spending about S million rupees a month to save the lives
of over %7,000 Jumma evacuees.

Originally, the Bangladesh Government denied that these uprooted
people were Bangladesh nationals, However, the ever-mounting international
pressure compelled it to take them back. Under an agreement reached by
Dhaka and New Delhi, the Government of Bangladesh agreed to repatriate 300
families every day starting from 15th January 1987, to rehabilitate then
in their ancestral villages and on their farmlands, to provide them with
rations for six mcnths, to give 5CC rupees to each family for the construc-
tion of their houses, and to arrange security for thelr lives and properties.
It also agreed to restore normaley in the region by restraining the law-
enforcement personnel and the Bengali settlers from attacking the tribal
villages befeore the repatriation hegan.

On 6th January 1987, a delegation consisting of 6 refugee leaders led
by Mr. Prabhakar Chakma, a Commander of the (Indian) Border Security Force
(BSF), and an Officer of the Tripura Government (India) visited the CHT in
order to see for themselves whether conditions congenial for the return of
the displaced people were created or not. They saw that the Bangladesh Govt.
had done nothing to rehabilitate the evacuees except erecting tents at 3
transit camps near the repatriation points. It also did not allow the
delegation to visit the native villages of the Jumma refugees. Clearly the
Bangladeshi regime did not wish to show that the tribal villages and farm
lands had already been appropriated by its coreligionists nor did it want
to remove the illegal Bengali immigrants from the refugees' ancestral
villages and farm lands. The delegation was completely dissatisfied with
the arrangement made by the Bangladesh Authorities for the repatriation of
the displaced people. '

In the meantime, the Bangladesh Government-directed systematic
genocide of the Jumma people was continuing unabated. By 15th January
1987, over 4,000 new refugees,many of them with bullet wounds,entered
Tripura and reported that the Bangladesh law-enforcement personnel and the
Bengali settlers had stepped up inhuman atrocities on the people of the
CHT and that they were committing arson, rape, torture, murder and
religious persecution on an unprecedented scale, For example, Udayan
Chakma, a five-year-old refugee boy of Pagajyachari village, told a
reporter of the Times of India that the Bangladesh Army killed his father
and kidnapped his mother. He managed to slip into the nearby jungle where
he was spotted by a neighbour, Mr. Promod Chakma. This rescuer himself was
a victim of the Bangladesh Government terrorism. His house was burnt down
and a1l his villagers including their womenfolk were subjected to inhuman
torture. Mr. Promod Chakma, Udayan Chakma and their surviving neighbours
had no other alternative but to flee to Tripura. One Mrs. Soli Marma from
Dighinala area said that "all the male members of her family were killed
while she and her two daughters, both minors, were criminally assaulted by
(the Bengali) resettlers.™

The Bangladesh Government violence had escalated so much so that even
on 14 and 15 January 1987 the Bangladesh armed forces and the Bengali
settlers attacked the tribal villages adjacent to the proposed repatriation
sites on the international border. The sounds of rifle and Light Machine
Gun firings could be heard and flames could be seen in Tabalcharl and
Taidong areas within Bangladesh from the Indian side of the border, All
these factors had convinced the Jumma refugees that the Bangladeshi regime
had no intention to abide by the terms of the accord and that the situation
in the CHT was not safe for their return. The Chief Minister of %¥ripura,
Mr. Nripen Chakraborty agrees with their views. He sald, "The Chakmas are
not our citizens. They are a population from another country. Their very
presence is a risk in that sense. Why should I take the responsibility,
but the important thing is that there is no security on the other side (of
the border)". So the Jumma refugees refused to go back to Bangladesh and
appealed to the Indian Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, not to repatriate
them to Bangladesh by savineg that Y"Repatriation under these circumstances
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The Jumma evacuees fear that they will not survive if they are sent
back to Bangladesh. Their fear is real and firmly based on historical
facts. It is, perhaps, worth recalling that some 18,000 Jumma refugees
sought shelter in Tripura as a result of genocidal campaigns launched
jointly by -the Bangladesh armed forces and the Bengali settlers in the Feni
valley in 1981. &s usual, the Bangladesh Government denied that they were
from Bangladesh. But the international community forced it to repatriate
them. The Government of Bangladesh assured the refugees that - i) they
would be rehabilitated in their native villages, ii) their farm lands would
be restored to them, iii) they would be provided with rations for six
months, iv) funds would be made available for the reconstruction of their
nouses, and v) adequate security measures would be tsken for their lives
and properties, After their repatriation at the border, the refugees were
given an equivalent of US 38 per family and then abandoned to their fates.
They could not retura to their own villages because their villages and farm
lands had already been occupied by the Bengali immigrants. It is very
likely that many of these displaced people died of starvation and diseases.

Due to the Bangladesh Government-directed massacres in the Bhusanchara
area in Barkal Upazilla on lst May 1984, over 4,000 tribal refugees had to
take refuge in the Mizoram State of India. They vwere also repatriated on
ist January 1986 on the promise that they would get back their ancestral
villages and farm lands and that they would be provided with food and
money for their rehabilitation. After their forcible repatriation from
Tibira Ghat and Tagalak Bag refugee camps in Mizoram, the personnel of the
Bangla Desh Rifles (BDE) put them in motor launches and cdivided them into
two groups - all male refugees on the upper decks and all women and
children on the lower decks. Then a BDR Commander told the refugees -

"You dirty Kafirs (non-believers), there is no body in the world who can
save you nmow from us. Why did you go to bloody India? Do you think bloody
India can save you right now?". After he finished his speech, the Bengali
soldiers attacked the hapless evacuees. They stripped clothes from all
women and girls and gang-raped them. A11 male refugees were beaten severely
and tortured inhumanly. It is important tc note that these refugees were
not rehabilitated and they were not taken to their native villages. Most
possibly many of them died due to lack of food and medicines. Their fates
still are not known.

All human rights groups expressed their deep concern about the
repatriation of the Jumma refugees to Bangladesh and urged the Indian
Authorities not to return the evacuees to the CHT against their will until
their safe return might be reasonably assured. "Amnesty International was
concerned that tribal refugees due to be repatriated to Bangladesh might
become victims of arbitrary arrest, torture or extrajudicial execution."
in a press release, the Director of Survival International, Mr. Stephen
Corry said, "In the context of the continuing genocidal war against tribal
peoples in the Chittagong Hills, the forced repatriatiom of refugees is
wholly unacceptable. Their forced return is likely to lead to yet further
killings". Mr. Peter Davies, OBE, the Director of the Anti-Slavery Soclety,
sent the following telegram to the Secretary-General cof the United Nations:
"Phe Government of India has agreed to repatriate to Bangladesh the tribal
peoples from the Chittagong Hill Tracts who are presently living as
refugees in.the Indian state of Tripura. I am deeply concerned about their
fate if they are repatriated and respectfully urge you to use your good
offices to ensure proper and impzrtial monitoring of their resettlement'.

L similar appeal message sent by the IWGIA to the Indian Prime Minister,Mr.
Rajiv Gandhi, is as follows: "The International Work Group for Indigenous
Lffairs is deeply concerned at trreatened forced repatriation of €,000
refugees from Chittagomg Hill Tracts in Bangladesh currently in Tripura
State, IVGIA seriously fears for their lives 1f they are returned to
Bangladesh. Please ensure that refugees are not returned until. their
safety in Bangladesh can be completely guaranteed. International Community
is closely watching fate of refugees in Tripura®.

411 political parties in Tripura and all Indian human rights bodies
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in Tripura until normalcy in the CHT is restored and the rehabilitation of
the refugees in their native villages under the supervision of the UNO or
a humane and neutral country is arranged. Various pressure groups and
conscientious people from many civilized countries shared the views of the
evacuees and persuaded the Government of India to save the lives of the
refugees and to let them stay in Tripura till the crisis in the CHT is
justly resolved.

The compassionate Indian Authorities responded to the pleas of. the
conscience-keepers of the mankind and did not carry out the vroposed
repatriation of the Jumma refugees,vhich was due to begin .from. 15th January
last, on humanitarian grounds, The great sympathy of the Indian Government
for the Jumma refugees can be best summed up by the following report
published in the Times of India of January 23, 1987: "Use of force, either
to stop tribals from entering India or to repatriate them, is prohibited by
the Centre as a humanitarian gesture". This humane pclicy of India has
saved tens of thousands of Jumma people from certain death at the hands of
the fundamertally hostile Bangladesh armed forces and the Bengali settlers.

1f the Jumma displaced people are deported to Bangladesh, then they
have no chance to survive at all., Their past experience shows that the
Bangiadesh Government does not keep its promises. Doubtless, it will never
implement the terms of the recently concluded Indo-Bangla accord on the
refugee problem. In fact, the Bangladeshi regime has already violated all
the provisions of the agreement. For example, in the second half of
January 1987, over 7,000 new refugees arrived in Tripura and another batch
of 2,500 fresh evacuees were about to enter Tripura. The continuing flow
of refugees indicates that the Bangladesh Government is still indulging in
the systematic extermination of the CHT people and that it has no intention
to restore peace and normalcy in the region., It has not removed the
illegal Bengall settlers from the tribal villages and farmlands yet and so
no one believes that 1t will rehabilitate the Jumma refugees. The Govern- .
ment of Bangladesh has faliled totally to create the normal conditions for
the return of the uprooted Jumma people. All political observers are of
the opinion that if the refugees are sent back to Bangladesh, then the
extremely hostile Bangladeshi regime will either starve them to death or
herd them into concentration camps where they will be tortured, raped and
murdered.,

The military regime of Bangladesh is now willing to repatriate the
Jumma evacuees for obviously three reasons. Firstly, it wants to hush up
the refugee problem by misleading the international community. Secondly,
1t is intent on solving the crisis in the CHT simply by killing all Jumma
people. Thirdly, its policy is designed to Islamise the CHT as soon as
possible. On 26 May 1979, Brigadier Hannan and Lt. Col. Salam declared in
a public meeting at Panchari: "We want orly the land, and not the people of
the Chittagong Hill Tracts", Mr. Ali Haider Khan, the Deputy Commissioner
of the CHT,and Mr. Abdul Awal, the former Commissioner of the Chittagong
Division, threatened the Jumma leaders om many occasions by saying that
they would be extinct in the next five years. The Jumma refugees are fully
convinced that the assurances of the Bangladesh Government are totally un-
reliable and they are little more than government propaganda stunts.

The Jumma displaced people wish to return to the CHT if the military
regime of Bangladesh ceases its hostility by removing the non-tribal
settlers from their villages and farmlands and also by withdrawing all
armed forces of Bangladesh from the region. The genocide of the indigenous
population in the CHT will never stop unless and until the invaders are
expelled from the traditional tribal homeland. The Bangladesh Army is
nothing but an occupation force and its accomplices, the Bengali settlers,
are nothing but criminals by any definitions. According to the Chittagong
Hill Tracts Regulation of 1900, any outsiders found guilty of committing
any activities prejudicial to the interest of the Jumma people zre liable
to be arrested, punished and expelled from the CHT. So these two .0 pressing
groups must leave the area to facilitate the return of the Jumma regugees.
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people., They will never rehabilitate the refugees in their ancestral
villages nor will they provide the evacuees with adequate funds for their
rehabilitation, Therefore, it is absolutely necessary for the refugees to
have their rehabilitation programme supervised jointly by international
bodies such as United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, International
Red Cross and other humanitarian organizations. At the same time, the CHT
should be opened to human rights groups, journalists and international

inguiry commissions. Their very presence in the area will reduce the level
of government violence to a great extent.

As the non-iribal police force is committing genocide against the
Jumma pecple, it ought to be replaced by an indigemous police force. The
Chittagong Hill Tracts Regulation of 1900 has a provision for such a police
establishment known as the Chittagong Hill Tracts Frontier Police. This
indigenous police farce should be reestablished as soon as possible so that
it can restore rule of law and justice in the CHT. This measure will
not only .ensure the safe return of the refugees but it will also bring
peace and order in the entire tribal homeland.

The -Jumma refugees believe that the following measures are absolutely
necessary for their safe return to the CHT:

1. Removal of non~tribal settlers from the CET,.

2. Withdrawal of all Bangladesh armed forces including the non-tribal
police force from the CHT.

3. Reestablishment of the Chittagong Hill Tracts Frontier Police force
in accordance with the provision of the Chittagong Hill Tracts
Regulation of 19CO,

L. Implementation of the refugee rehabilitation programme under the
auspices of the United Hations High Commissioner for Refugees and
the International Red Cross.

5. Adequate financial help for the rehabilitation of the Jumma refugees
in their ancestral villages and on their farm lands.

6. Ingquiry into Matiranga, Panchari, Khagrachari, Dighinala and
Lakhmichari massacres under the auspices of the UNC or a group of
human rights organizations.

Although the Jumma refugees are causing serious financial strain on
the Tripura State, the State Government of Tripura is looking after over
37,000 Jumma refugees as much as possible. The Central Government of India
has already spent many million rupees for these refugees. But the needs of
the evacuees are much greater. They need more relief supplies, basic
medical facilities and drinking water facilities. Cver 1,000 children and
old pecple died due to malnutrition. There is no educational facility for
the refugee children. Such an enormous burden is too much for India a2lone.
I shall be most grateful to you if you would kindly help the Jumma refugees
until the crisis in the CHT is justly resolved.

I appeal earnestly to you to compel the Bangladeshi regime to imple~
ment the above-mentioned measures in order to ensure the safe return of the
Jumma refugees to their ancestral villages and farm lands. The very
survival of the Jumma people depends on your compassion and help., V¥ith my
high regards.

To Yours sincerely
Mr. Rudelph C. Eyser, ‘

Chairman of the Center for World Imdigenous Studies, C;EZZAWL€44££;f
P.O0. Box 82038, Kenmmore, S
Washkingten 98028, _

U.5.4.
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INDTA: Tribal refugees from Bangladest

Amnesty International 1is concerned that from 15 January 1987 tribal
refugees from the Chittagong Hill Tracts in Bangladesh are to be sent back
to that country from India against their will. It is urging that they not
be repatriated until the circumstances are such that their safe return may
be reasonably assured.

Some 24,000 tribal people from the Chittagong Hill Tracts in
Bangladesh are presently living in refugee camps in the Indian state of
Tripura, which borders Bangladesh. They had sought refuge in India mainly
during May and June 1986. At that time, Amnesty International learned of
numerous raids by Bangladesh military and paramilitary forces, together
with non-tribal Bangladeshi citizens settled in the Chittagong Hill Tracts,
on settlements of tribal people in the northern area of the hill tracts.
This reportedly resulted in the extrajudicial execution of non-combatant
tribal villagers and the burning of their homes.

It has been announced that the refugees will be returned in groups of
300 families at a time. The Bangladesh Government has recently held +talks
with the Indian authorities to negotiate the return of these refugees and
is reported to have given assurances that they will be assisted in

rehabilitation by receiving rations for six months and help in constructing
new homes.

For several vyears, Amnesty International has recelved reports of
arbitrary arrests, torture and extrajudicial executicns of non-combatant
tribal people living in the Chittagong Kill Tracts committed by the
Bangladesh Army and paramilitary forces. Since the mid-1970s, +there has
been armed opposition to the Bangladesh Government from the tribal Shanti
Bahini (Peace Forces), which is also responsible for the killing of
non-tribal residents of the hill tracts and members of the security forces.
Amnesty International's concerns were described in detail "in a report

published in October 1986, Bangladesh 1986: Unlawful Killings and Torture
“in the Chittaqong Hill Tracts.

On 18 July 1986 Amnesty International had appealed to the Chief
Minister of Tripura that on humanitarian grounds tribal people from the
Chittagong Hill Tracts should not be repatriated against their will whilst
the circumstances are such that their safe return ‘cannot reasonably be
assured. Amnesty International is concerned that tribal refugees due to be
repatriated to Bangladesh may become victims of arbitrary drrest, torture
or extrajudicial execution. *- ' :

Telephone 01-833 1771 Telegrams: Amnesty London WC1  Telex: 28502

Amnesty Intemational is an indepencféni worldwide movement working for the international pro_tection- of human
rights. It seeks the refease of men and women detained anywhere because of their beliefs, colour, sex, ethnic



 RECOMMENDED ACTION: Telegrams/express letters:

- " expressing concern about the planned ‘refoulement against their will of

tribal people from the Chittagong Hill Tracts

Tripura to Bangladesh; \

temporarily resident in

- respectfully urging that they be permifted to remain in India until the
circumstances are such that their safe return may be reasonably assured.

APPEALS TO:

His Excellency Mr Buta Singh
Minister of Home Affairs
Ministry of Home Affairs

New Delhi

India

-

Telegrams to:

COPIES..TO:

His Excellency Mr Nripen Chakraborty

Chief Minister of Tripura
Office of the Chief Minister
Agartala

Tripura

_India

Home Affairs Minister, Delhi, India

_éndifo-diplomatic representatives of India in yoﬁr country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY, to arrive by 15 January 1987.

— Please take action as soon as you receive this Urgent Action

appeal. Carefully read the recommended action. if possible,
send a telegram or express letter immediately to one or more
of the addresses given. Other letters can be sent afterwards.

— Telegrams and letters should be briet and courteous. Stress

that your concern for human rights is not in any way
politically partisan. Refer to relevant provisions in
international law, such as the United Nations Universai
Declaration of Hurman Rights:

Article 3 — “Everyone has the right tc life, liberty and
security of person.”

Article 5§ — "“No one shall be subjected to torture
or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment.” «*

The name of Amnesty International may be used, although

letiers written in a private or personal capacity may be more
effective.

Copies of appeals should be sent to relevént diplomatic
representatives in your country.

in Urgenl Action cases, Amnesty International has to act
rapidly to prevent the ill-treatment of prisoners. An appeal is
issued when Amnesty International believes it has received
reliable and accurate information in such cases. it is not
always possible to verify all details independently and in
some instances the situation oullined in the appeal may
change. Urgent Action participants are always notified of
any significant new facts.

Copies of any replies received from government authorities
shouid be sent immediately to your section’s Urgent Action
coordinator or direct to the Gampaign and Membership
Famartrmant af the Internatinnal Secratariat If aporopriate,

|
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FOR THE RIGHTS OF THREATERED TRIBAL PEOPRLES

PRESS RELEASE FOR IMMEDTIATE RELEASE & JANUZRY 1987

BANGLADESH
REFUGEES FACE FORCED REPATRIATION
Over 24,000 refugees who have fled the genocidal war in their homs=lands in
the Chittagong BRill Tracts now face the prospect of being forcibly

repatriated by the Indian Government.

According to the Bangladesh authorities, the repatriation is to commence on

15 January.

The refugees are unwilling to go however, despite the appalling conditions
in the refugee camps. In a recent tzlegram senmt to the Indian Prime
Minister Rajiv Ghandi . the refugees appealed against the decision.

'Repatriation will mean sure death to us' the telegram says.

-

The refugees have crossed into India since last aApril following renewed
attacks on tribal ﬁillages by the -Bangladesh armed forces, Tribal
resistance to the Government-sponsored colonisation of their lands by
Bengali settlers has led to an escalation of violence in the hills. Since
the early 1980s the Bangladesh military has steppéd up its brutal counter-
insurgency campaigns in areas where the tribal g;errilla force the Shanti
Bahini (Peace Force) is active. Despite the closure of the region to
foreign visitors, repeated reports of the_ térture, massacre, rape and

pillage of tribal villagers at the hands of the Bangladesh military have

emerged from the area. Over one thousand Chakma refugees have crossed the

border into India in the last two weeks.



Earlier this month, representatives of the refugees, mainly Chakma tribals
from the northern part of the CHT, accompanied members of the Indian

paramilitary Border Security Force and Tripura State Government, on an
cfficial visit to the CHT. They received assurances from the Bangladesh

authorities that returning refugees would be provided with 500 rupees each,

foed for six months and funds for the r=construction of their houszes.

But other Chakma express no confidence in these guaranteess, which the
offer them 'no security for their lives or property'. They point out that
refugees repatriated in 1981 wers never properly rehaebilitated,
Repatriation should only take place they say after the situation in the CHT
has been normalised and they are demanding the removal of Bengzli settlers
from their villages and the withdrawal of the Bangladesh armed forces. They

have also demanded that the rehabilitation programme be carried out under

the auspices of the United Nations or that of a ‘'humane and neutral

country’.

Survival International's Director, Stephen Corry, said today:

'In the context of the continuing genccidal war against tribal peoples in
the Chittagong Hills, the forced repatriation of refugees is wholly

unacceptable, Their forced return is likely to lead to yet further

killings',

Survival International has sent telexes to the Indian authorities urging
them not to go ahead with the planned repatriat;on without the refugees®
free consent. Though the Indian Government is not a signatory to the UN
Convention on Refugees, the human rights organisation has appealed to the

Indian Government to abide by the spirit and terms of the convention which

prohibits the forced repatriation of refugees.

For further information contact: Luke Holland, Survival International: 01
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813161875 :
FGRIN .

ATTN: MR NARAYAZN DATT TIWARI
MINISTER FOR EXTZIRNAL AFFAIRS

SURVIVAL INTERNATIONAL EXTREMELY CONCERKNED AT UNDUE HASTE

IN REPATRIATION OF TRIEBAL REFUGEES TO THE CHITTAGONG HILL
TRACTS. WE URGE TEAT REPATRIATION IS NOT CARRIED OUT WITHOUT.
THE REFUGEES FREE CONSENT, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE HUMANE
PRINCIPLES OF THE UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION RELATING TO THE
STATUS OF RErUGZIES. THE PREVIOUS EXPERIZNCE OF REFUGEES
REPRTRIATED TO THE CHT HAS BEEN VERY NEGATIVE., WE ARLSO URGCE
CORSIDERATION EE CGIVEN TO EEFUGEE DEMANDS FOR INVOLVEMINT

Or UKHCR TO SUPERVISE ARY VOLUNTARY RDPATRIRTIONS.

YOURS SINCEREZLY, STEPHEEN CORRY, DIRECTOR, SURVIVZIL
IRTZRKNATIORAL . CC. UKHCR

.-

TELEX REPLIES 7T0:

813165705
DMO

27TTN: RT HON MR RAJIV GANDHI
PRIME MINISTZR

SUBVIVAEL INTERNAZTIONAL EXTREMELY CONCERNED AT URDUE HASTE

IN REPLTRIATION OF TRIBAL REFUGEES TO THE CHEITTAGONG HILL
TRACTS. WE URCGE THAT REPAZTRIATION IS NOT CARRIED OUT WITHOUT
THE REFUGEES FITE CONSERT, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE HUMARE
PRINCIPLES OF THE UNITED KZTIOKRS COKVERTION RELATING TO THE
ST2TUS OF REFUGEZS. TEE PREVIOUS IMNPERIENCE OF REFUGEES
BLTATRIATED TO THE CET HLS EZTN VERY. NEGRATIVE, WI RLESD UREE
CONSIDDRATION BE CIVEN TO EZFUGLE DEMARDE FOR ILVOLVEMNELT

CF UFECR TO SUSERVIEZ Y VOLUNTARY RIPZTRILTZORE

sl ALY LA e SCNE .
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YOUZS SINCERELY, STEPEZN CORRY, DIESCTOR, SURVIVAL
INTDRKEATIORZL. CC. UKECR
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ATTN: JEAN-PIERRE HOCKE :
URITED KATIONS HIGH COMMNISSIONER FOR RETUGEES
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24,000 TRIBZL RIFUGIES TEOM BENGLLDEDSE'S CHITTARGORG
ETLL TRZOTS LRE DUE 70 EE FORCIELY REPATRIZTED FROM
TEr INLIEN STLZTE OF TEIPURA COMMENCING TEE 15 JARNUARY.
TR REFUZSEDS FIVE LPPZLLED FOR THE AS:ISTANCE OF TEE
UND. PRTVIQUS REPLTRILTIONS EAVE PROVED EMNTRIMELY
KOCATIVE. SURVIVAL INTERRATIONAL URGIE THAT ETZES ARL
TLREN TO PREVENT FORCED REFOULEMENLT.

YOURS SINCERELY, STIPHEENK COREY, DIRECTOR, SURVIVAL
INTERKLTIORAL.



REPATRIATION OF TRIPESPEOPLE  UNWELCOME

The "unwelcome®” repatriation of Baneladeshi refuoees from India will benin

on 15 Januarv 1987,

About 15,000 men, women and children from the I3 matnly Buddhist tribaes of
“the Chittacong Hill Tracts in the south of Bangladesh have been ltiving as
unofficial refunees in India‘s Tripura s*ate for the last yeear to |8 months.,
Now, in an agreement reached between Mew Daihl and Chaka, they will be

repatriated to Banaladesh in batches of 300 families.

The Anti-Siavery Soclety has received news that +he leading tribal pelitical
oraanization, the Jana Samhati Sami+i (United Peoples Party), recards the
rove as “unwelcome', although on the surface the resat+iement terms seem
generous: 500 rupees per family plus provlsions to last six months from
Indla, and roney for housina from Rangladesh, Rut th!s does not take
into consideration the fact that +he traditional homes of the hfll pecple
have been taken over by Zenanalis,

The actlive encouragement by the gevernrent In this eneroachment on to
tribal lands is one of the reasons for the refugee problem in the flrst place.
t is also one of the reasons for the current armed confllict between the

tribespeople and Dheka takina place in the tracts,

The Antl-Slavery Society has made pumerocus reperts to the United Netlons on
This sltuaticn and today expressed Its concern to the President of Panoladesh,
the Chairman of the Commission on Human Rights, Mr Hector Charsy

Samper,in Geneva, and the United Natiens Secretary-General in New York.

Attached is the text of the telegram sent to Mr Perez de Cuellar.

Issued on behalf of the Anti-Slavery Scciety by Alan Whittaker

180 Rrixton Road, London SW9 6AT telephone: Q) 52 4040 (offi. -
Ot 582 &32% (hor::

f January 1987



Telegram to the Secretary-General of the United Nations

United Nations Plaza, Nev York, N.Y,.I10017, LISA

The government of India has aanresd to repatriate to
Bangladesh the tribal peoples from the Chittacona

Hiil Tracts who are presently livino as refunees in

the Indian state of Tripura. I Aam deeply concerned
about their fate if they are repatriated and respectfully
urge vou to use your qood offices to ensure proper and

impartial monitorino of thelr resettlement.

Peter Davies
Anti-Slavery Society, London
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Fiolstiezde 10

DK-1171 Copenhagen K - Denmark
Tébphone01-124724
INTERNATIONAL WORK GROUP FOR INDIGENOUS AFFAIRS

URGENT ACTION - CHITTAGONG HILL TRACTS 17/11/86

Since May 1986, thousands of indigenous people from the Chittagong
Hill Tracts in Bangladesh have been forced to leave their home-
land and seek refuge  in India, mainly in Tripura State. Currently
there are 30,000 refugees in four camps in South Tripura -

Takum Bari, Karbook Silachari and Kathal Bari. They are suffering
from malnutrition (200 have died already) and need emergency aid
badly. Their prospects if they return to Bangladesh, however, are
worse as they face the likelihood of being killed by the Bangladesh

Armed Forces or Bengall settlers who are being enc1ted to attack
the CHT inhabitants.

This morning, 17/11/86, IWGIA received a cable from Calcutta telling
us that the Indian government are planning to repatriate 6,000
refugees from Tripura at any moment. _If the Delhi government does
this they will be over-riding the wishes of the Tripura government
and send these refugees to their fate. IWGIA has sent the Prime
Minister of India, Rajiv Gandhi, the following telegramme and we
urge you most strongly to do the same.
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’ré __H.F. Mr., Rajiv Gandhi, Prime Minister,

'3 Prime Minister's Secretariat,
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The International Werk Group for Indigenous Affairs (IWGIR) deeply

—— IR STAseriousliy fears—for
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Chittagong «#ill Tracts in Bangladesh currently in Tripura State STOH

thetr-3rves I they sre returnmed—to— |
Bangladesh STOP Please ensure that refugees are not returned until
C 1 a. i =3 3 a r n -
national Community closely watching fate of refugees in Tripura sTOR

. Respectfullvyy
“Board and Directors of IWGIA

DER

Novn, adresse og lelefonnummer (medlielegraferes ikke) — Name, address and phone number {not 1o be iransmitted)
IWGIA, Fiolstrzde 10, 1171. Copenha
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POINTS OF VIEW

I. The Organizing Committee Chittagong Hill Tracts Campaign (OCCHTC) establishes
the following facts: '

a. The situation of indigenous peoples in the Chittaging Hill Tracts (CHT) is
critical. The magnitude and the methods of oppression justify the term

genocide.

b. The crisis in the CHT of Bangladesh has parallels in other parts of the
region, namely Tripura, Mizoram, the Chin Hills and Arakan. In all these
cases plains people have moved into the hills, thus invading the terri-
tories of the indigenous peoples. Conflicts between the indigenous peoples
and the settlers have been exploited by outside interests who explain
these confrontations in religious terms.

c. Although the British colonial legislature provided some protection to
the CHT people (against invading people from outside their area), the
jurisdiction discriminated against them by denying various rights stuch
as: choice of settlement, legal aid and the right of trade and transport.

d. Successive governmenis have gradually taken various rights away from the

indigenous people. Large numbers of Bengali settlers have been encouraged
-to move from the plains to settle in the hills. At the same time there
has been large-scale military oppression of the indigenous peoples.

e. Because of the particular ecc-system of the CHT, populaticn dénsity ‘is
far lower than that of the plains. The introduction of intensive wet-rice
cultivation, as practiced in the plains, will lead to ecological disaster.
In terms of pressure cn resources, the population is already at a maximum.

II. The OCCHTC advocates the following policies:

a. The international community should put pressure on the Government of
Bangladesh to work out a political solution. In addition to usual diplo-
matic pressure, doner governments, in particular, should stop providing

any development aid which contributes to oppressicn in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts.

b. The right of self-determination of the indigenous peoples of the CHT should
be promoted. They themselves should decide the form that this should take.
The Committee supports the CHT peoples' aim of achieving regional auton-
omy within a democratic state of Bangladesh.

c. Refugees from the CHT who fled to India and elsewhere should return to
Bangladesh only when their safety can be assured and their rights honoured.
In the meantime they should be able to receive relief.
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d. We condemn violations of human rights by all sides in the CHT. Military
and police attacks, murder, rape, arrests, torture and arson must stop.
Attacks by Bengali settlers on unarmed indigenous people as well as
reverse attacks are also to be condemned. Both groups are victims of
government policy.

e. Bengali settlement in the CHT should stop. Recent settlers should return
to the plains through a rehabilitation programme. The ancestral terri-
tories of the indigenous peoples of the CHT should be restored. Due
respect should be paid to the human rights of both groups.

IIT. How the OCCHTC relates to other organizations:

a. The Committee is independent of any political or military organizations
both within and outside the CHT. The Committee acts in solidarity with

the oppressed peoples of the CHT and those of the plains in their
struggle for a democratic Bangladesh.

b. The Committee supports groups which oppose ethnic, religious and sex
discrimination and which aim for a classless society.

IV, Information:

a. In order to achieve its aim of disseminating accurate information
the Committee needs to assess a wide range of points of view. It wel-
comes reports from as many sources sas possible. In particular, more
information is required on the extent to which the hill people support
armed resistance. In addition, clearer information is needed on the
specific demands of the CHT people for self-determination.

b. The Committee is prepared to reconsider its opinions in the light of
any new material received.

£ -
LI

December 1986.

Please forward information to: Chittagong Hill Tracts Information Network,

c/o IWGIA, Fiolstraede 10, DEK-1171 Copenhagen-K,
. Denmark.
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particular State but a patlonal

problem,

Humanscan’t
take it

‘any more

From ASHIS CHAKRABARTI

TAKUMBARI  (South Tripura),
Dec. 4.—“We braved the rain and
walked throngh jungies. Some of
us have walkeg even 15 days to
reach here, The BSF patrols inter-
cepted many of us. But we fell at
their feet, begging them not to
sesd us back. “We said we'd rather
die here as many of our children
and elders have died on the trek™
Mr Sureshwar Chakma paused for
a breather raised his eyes and
then added almost in a whisper:
“We've seen and suffered cruelties
you will shudder 1o jmagine. But
btumans cap’t take it any more™.

An LMF doctor who graduated
from Chittagong Medical School in
the 19405, Mr Chakma stood sur-
rounded by a crowd of rickety,
pot-bellied children. After the gis-
turbances in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts on April 30 this year, he
fled his home near-Panchari in the
northern part of the CHT and now
finds himself at the refugee camp

. here, along with his wife, son, two

daughters, sister and daughterinp-
law, For six months the man hag
been trying to plan a future for
the family, “But I've given up. Our
lives are no longer ours®

LIKE CA'ITLE

The atmosphere in the refugee
canp Is appalling. The squalor in
and around the one square kile
metre area ip which 11.430 of the
refugees from CHT have been
huddled like cattle is deepened by
the nauseating smell of dry fish,
the staple food of the Chakmas,
Marmas (Mog), Tripuris and other
tribes of the CHT. The fiat top of
a bushy, raised land, locally called
“teela”, was cleared to set up the
rows of bambeoo shacks to shelter
the refugees,

tlement, the camp is meant to keep
the hapless lot in isolation so that
they déo not intrude upon society.

One can hardlv stand ereet in-
side the huts without the bead
hitting the thatched roof. Young
mothers laid out bzds of straw and
tattered clothes for new-born ba
bies in trenches dug berfeath the
huts. The blankets prox:ised by
the Government were yet 0o ar-
rive. .

With daybreak, the menfolk and
children toiter about the road
that cuts across the rows of
shacks. Women crowd round the
tubewells sunk by  Govercment
agencies. Some of them have gono
dry. The women often made
through an adjscent nullah to £l
the pitchers, Once a week, they
gather ouiside the camp comman-
der's office {o collect their ration
Twice a day—in the morning and
the evening—there is total chaos
at a corner of the camp office
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The death rate, pot only here
but also in other three camps
for these refugees at Korbuk,
S-lachari and Rishyabari, is alar.
ming. According te official esti-
mates, about 760 refugees died
in these camps between May and
November. The Takumbari camp,
opened on July I, has se=n 196
deaths, mostly of children, Al
though there were 153 births, a
large number of the new-borns
did pot survive berend a few
days. At th: KEorbuk camp, about
two Kklometres north of here,
where 5,479 refugees are shelier-
ed, 251 of them died since May.
Th°re were 108 birlhs there du-

ring the period.
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Bangla refugéé_s:i

The Tnmes nf lndm VNe-rs Sernce

NEW DELH] " December 13 The
26 000 rcfugecs "who ook sh:lu:r in

surgency . operations launched by
Bangladesh army in ncighbouring Chit-
lagong hill areas, ‘are expected 1o star
returning home from next week.
-The retumn of the refugees was_ dis-
cussed by the forcign secretary, Mr. A,

'cnunlerpan dunng his visif 10 Dhaka
last week.”

has been causing some worry in Delhi

those refugees who could be |dcnnﬁcd
as being Bangladeshi.- A

Mr. Venkateswaran was pleased
with the  co-operative attitude of the
Bangladesh authorities. He was in-
formed in Dhaka that the authoriiies
there had been able to verify the

would be taken back. The identity of

establ:shed.., - e

~ Follewing discussions ‘in Dhalta
“military commanders of the two coun-
‘tries met Demagini in Mizoram last

conducting anti-insurgency operations
on both sides so that they did not
interfere with normal life of the tribal
population. |

Besides, the Bangladsh authont:es
gave the assurance that conditions
would be created in the Chirtagong hill
tracts that would give confidence to
Chakma refugees about their security
in their homeland.

<"thay return - .

southern Teipura following ant-in-

P. Venkateswaran, with his Bangladesh |
The issue of ldenufymg the rcfugces -

since the Bangladesh government had ~
stated that it would take back only -

ddentity of 24,000 refugees and they

‘the resi was in the process of bcmg ]

Sunday and decided upon the mode of
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Dhaka informs India

=N OF IND/IA,
JEC, 29,1984,

of Bahini trouble

By ZAGLUL A. CHOWDHURY
The Times of India News Service

DHAKA, December 28.

HZU;Z high commission

sources here have described as
basclcss reports in the Bangladesh
and foreign press that Dhaka had
lodged a “strong protcest™ with
New Delhi over the kiiling of 19
Bangladesh rationals by the Shanti
Baluni insurgents recently.

“Such reports are baseless™ the
source said, adding that the acting
Indian high commissioner in Dhaka,
Mr. Himachal Soma, was called 10 the
..o_.nmm__ office (o ¢xpress Dhaka's *“con-
cern” over the incident,

The sources said that such concern
by Bangladesh was rothing ncw in the
wake of the presence of Chakma refu-
gees and Dhaka's allegations that In-
dian 1crritory was used by the Chakma
tribals, known as “Shanti Bahini” in-
surgenls.

The subject was under canstant dis-
cussion beiween the two countrics at
dillercnt levels, the sources said adding
that Bangladesh had said it had no
evidence of Indian involvement,

. The report of Bangladesh lodging a
“strong prolest” was published only in
one daily here and il was picked up by
the foreign media. Indian high com-
mission sources said the acting high
commissioner was called o the foreign
office for expressing Dhaka's concern

mumua__ in Kazakhstan

to enforce discipline

MOSCOW, December 28 (PTIR A
_no.o_.n_mzu:o: councii has been set up

~a

sinee “insurgents cami¢  from
India™,

It is leamnt that the Bangladesh side
had expressed “grave and serinus con-
cern® 1y the Indian acting high com-
missioner * hecause  the ““miscreants
came {rom India and killed innocent
people, entering Bangladesh unlawiully
lrom 1he other side of the border.™

It is also learnt that Bangladesh
reminded India that the two counirics
had agreed tha none would atiow its
s0i for activitics against the other.

Ehaka wanted such ondersianding
to be maintained and that India should
lake steps to ensure that its territory
was not used against anti-Bangladesh
acluivities,

PTl adds: The outlawed Bahini
guerrillas had gunned down 18 rescts
tlers and two Bangladesh armymen in
an hour-long encounter at Bagaicherri
in Bangladesh's Chiltagong hill tracts
on Friday last,

The gucrrillas raided a resettler’s
colony that night and opened in-
discriminate firc op the inmates, killing
al least 18 on the spot. Over 20 were
injured.

Two Bangladesh soldiers were killed
aller a patrol rushed to the rescue and
walked info the trup laid by Lhe waiting
rebels. :

Mcanwhile, a substantial number of
army units has been deployed al
Ramgarh, where the guerrilla sirike
group wrecked havoc on Menday.
ng al least 40 resetlers. The guer-
rillas also sed fire to a cinema hall and
over 100 shops in Ramearh,

The raid on Ramgarh was the most
daring of its kind in the decade-long
Bahim's armed struggle.
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700 more Chakmas

come to Tripura

By SUMANTA SEN
The Times of India News Service

AGARTALA, December 29: The
tiny north-eastern siate of Tripura,
which is already reeling under the
pressure of 2 heavy influx of Chakmas
from Bangladesh, is now forced 10 play
host 10 more such tribals who have
come over in the course of the last
seven days.

_Owver 700 Chakmas have fled their
homes in Bangladesh and crossed over
into Tripura and are now slaying at a
camp at Kathalchhari. With their ar-
rival, the total number of Chakmas
now staying in Tripura has gone up to
around 30,000.

The newly-arrived tribals aileged
that they were forced 1o leave their
homes because of persecution by men
of the Bangladesh Rifles and the
Bangladesh Army, particularly in the
Ramgarh area, .

According to reports available here,
Bangladesh security forces struck back
after being attacked by the rebel Shanti
Bahini there,

Though discussions are poing on
between the two countries, there is as
yvel no decision as to when the
Chakmas would be able to return
horme,

They themselves do not want to
return without a guarantee that there
would be no further repression from
the authorities in Bangladesh. The
Tripura chief minister, Mr. Nripen
Chakraborty, also has similar views,

Dhaka, on its part, had onginally
denied that many Chakmas had
crossed over. but it subsequently modi-
fied its stand.

Last night, the issue of these hapless
Chakmas had come up during a mcet-
ing between representatives of the
Tripura Upajati Juba Samiti (TUJS)
and the Union minister of stale for
home, Mr. P. Chidambaram, who had
come here for a day’s visiL.

The TUJS leaders requested the
Union minister to ensure that the
Chakmas were able to return home and
live peacefully.

‘Fit’ Arun Nehru back
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Extremists create
Indo-Bangla rift

The Times of India News Service
NEW DELHI, December 30;
HE killings by undereround

cextremists _in Tripura and,
Chittagon hill  tracts in
Bangladesh have led to accusa-

tions by both countries against the
other ol allowing its territory being

uscd by the hostiles. °
Lndia’holds the view that TNV men,

who commitled a series of massacres in
South Tripura recently, have been
getting shelter in the neighbouring
Chiitagong hill tracts.

Similarty, the Bangladesh govem-
ment has stated that Shanti Bahini
men, who killed 19 personsn a ctnema
house in Ramgarh, went from India,

Ramgarh in Chittagong hill tracts is
a border town separated from India by
a narrow river, Feni.

Accusations are however not lcading
10 a solution of the problem. Military
commanders of the 1wo countries mel
recently and decided on measures for
preventling transborder crossings by the
exiremnists. The fresh spurt of killings
on both sides shows that no tangible

improvement in the situation |
sulted. . .
The continued hostile activi
insurgents arc contributing 10 st
relations. ..
Another sensitive issue wh
creating probiems is repatriat
26.000 Chakma tribals whe had
shelter in South Tripura forest
Although the Bangladesh g
ment has agreed lo lake bac
refugecs. it appears that 1he C
tribals are reluctant to return b
they feel that their life in the
dagong hill tracis. will not be
owing to the attitude of the g
ment at Dhaka.

Ravi Shankar i

“doing well”

NEW YORK. December 30
Doctors examined noted sitaris
Shankar say they will know late!
if he needs bypass surgery to |
possible heart disorder.

He is doing well. There :
“serious problems,” said a do
Lenox Hill hospital in New

"
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Delhi, Dhaka for joint

-steps on insurgency

. * DHAKA, Jan. 8 (UNI).

NDIA and Bangladesh tioday

agreed 1o take effective measures
or ending ‘‘cross-border” n-
urgency. :

The external affairs minister, Mr. N.
Y. Tiwari. and his Bangladesh counter-
art, Mr. Humayun Rashid
“howdhury told a joint news con-
erence al the end of the former's three-
lay visit to Dhaka that “both countries
re committed to cooperate for ending
he problem of insurgency in the Chite
agong hill tracts™. .

Mr. Tiwari also denied that there
vere any training camps on the Indian
ide of ihe border and that India was
yroviding sancluary 1o insurgents,

The Indian stand has been thot
Mribal National Volunteers (TNV)
uerillas have been operating from

ngladesh, : . ‘

Mr, Tiwari said that an estimated
}4.000 Chakma tribals, who had ifled
Bangladesh, would be repatriated and
he formal announcement in this re-
iard would be made on Saturday.

Mr. Chowdhury also said the two
spuntries would cooperate to end the
sroblem “once for all”.

‘on accord

BT

Later, addressing newsmen at the
airport before his departure for New
Diethi, Mr. Tiwari described his visit as
»fruitful and successful” adding that
the discussions centred on matters
relating to SAARC and all important
bilateral issues including sharing of
river waters and boundary demarca-
tion, .

“Both sides reaffirmed their de-
termination to sirengthen bitateral re-
lations,™ My, Tiwari said,

" JCE MELTING

On the river waters issue, Mr, Tiwari
said the two delegations ook stock of
the work done by the joint commitlee
of experts (JCE). ,

Regarding border demarcation, he
said so far 4025 km. had been de-
marcated, leaving only 135 km,

He said the Indo-Bangladesh joint
economic commission would meet in
the first half of 1987, possibly in Apirl,
10 review the progress in économic
cooperation and a Bangladesh del-
egation would visit New Delht by the
end of this month to discuss extension
of the protocol on infand water transit.

Mr. Tiwari also said direct dialting
between the two countries would be
introduced on March 28, the national

day of Bangladesh, in accordance with].

the decision taken at the SAARC
SUMMItL 5w 20 n g

“Tmport pass-book
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Four babies born during Lhrisimas MoaeL IMFge Stockingy sud oques 1N , .
‘Tiwari arrives
Bangladesh assures .
" : in Dhaka
+  security to Lnaxkmas By ZAGLUL A, CHOWDHURY
is : its The Times of India News Service
i AGARTALA, Jan, 7 (PTI).  refugees Bn*m_amsm_ _.-:_M.:._ ﬂ_.ﬂ ‘._.._ﬂou.an. #_. ; DHAKA, ._E:.__uQ & The minister
n .+, patriation of the Chakma gees’, i . for external affairs, My, N, D. Tiwani,
T ‘H,im wmnmmmawmrﬁrmmﬂrozuwou UNI and Reuter add: Meanwhile, fre iis arrived here loday Sz_“ ._nanﬁm< visit
o have assured the Chakma refus g, of 1ribal reufugees, mostly njj in during which he wiil “primarily dis-
1t gees that they will get securityand cpiymas, from  Bangladesh into cuss” maiters related 1o South Asian
r. safety” after their repatnation 10 Tripura continued unabated. W co-operation. He will also discuss
the Chittagong hill tracts, accord-  According to official sources here, ¢ sk bitateral matters like the issue of
ing to Mr. B. N. Bhattacharyz, nearly 1,000 refugees have taken all K Chakma tribals.
D(G, BSF, Tripura. mzm__,n__ﬂ u.= ﬂnﬂ.rw Char on_au. o w“ th  “ am excited 1o be here since 1 am

Mr. Bhattacharya told PTI h e fresh influx might pose pro in Bangiadesh for the first time,”
Suum that an n_.w:ﬂqanagan_nmm:“wn lems for the repatriation of :_.n tribals L re _.n:..ﬁx_u.._ Mr. .Tiwari 10 newsmen at
consisting of Six Representatives of the ' Bangladesh, the sources said, K 'the airport. *I hope my talks will be
Chakma refugees, one each from the The tibal refugees, who fled to M__.._ uscful to further the development of
BSF and the district administration, 17pura because of a guerilla war in ., e SAARC as also for 1 a_,:m o_u_u._:. o~
had visited the hill tract yesterday and southern Bangladesh, will start einrn- E, st issues.” crolving briatera
fnquired imo the Enaswm:.m mzcw%o:. Hmn_roan next week, officials in Dhaka nt As for bilateral maters, he said
They aiso met represenatives of ¢ g o amuary 15, meysaid 300 || ¢ Eoc#Sh st it ke
headmen, besides, others ’ ¥ iowa relurn_every day mq%naxamwn- ti gees in India ' ol e

' ? . ) shift camps in Tripura. Dhaka has !¢ naia. -

The Bangladesh authorities assured agreed to open reception centres at Su m___w__Mnﬂm%_mn_””%_ﬂmm.im_n.ﬂ._,.u_mn was a
them that each refuges family would some border checkpoinis to help with 5P e o coumirios. 1t would al etween
mn_ wm..uoo*.m_:n_. their return, besides rehabilitation, one official told Re- . *+ up during the talks :__.m_”_.sw 50 come
tee ration for six months, uters. ) . en Y, - ; . .

. Meanwhile, in an urgent telegram to _ The refugees crossed the border in As »f E“ﬂﬂmiﬁ:wmaaﬁ___ﬂs_moﬁ @con. a._.,_n
the Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi  May, fearing for their lives after Shanti afi n ofw_. the no_inoqn_o ..mm__n _~_._n_ m__n ng
and the external affairs minister, Mr. Bahini guerillas killed several soldiers ret * caused by legal issues gladesh was
N. D. Tiwari, the Tepresentatives of the in the Chittagong hilt tracts. of s . '
r . ¢ Gulf ship fires

e axa e A VLRI BEANEIL ILLT M roen wenw e [ - e . .
» India-Bangladesh border d
_ |» India-Bangladesh border accord

e I o From Ahmed Fazl, Dhaka _ R _

™ L S India" and Bangladesh the Indian state of Tripura cided to. end cross-border
[V o .| patched together an accord to next Thursday. ... v violence, which-led to more
o~ 2 - | combat tribal insurgency on.  About, 29,000 Chakma than 500 deaths las! year.

Z = ¢ | their common eastermn border, tribesmen. sought shelter in At least 18 people were

L - ~ | as 24,000 tribal refugees in Tripura last year . . killed in a Christmas Day

_l.. - o .l/ e India prepare for their trek | “Insurgency along the bor- massacre, when tribal guerril-

— ™ home 1o Bangladesh, officials der has become a cause for las belonging to the outlawed

- o~ a said yesterday. _ .. pgrave concern,” Mr Humayun  Shanti Bahini group attacked

_é ..,w oY a ?.__.. Narayan Datt Tiwari, Rasheed Chowdhury, Ramgarh, a border town. The

Wy, | India’s External Affairs Min- Bangladesh’s Foreign. Min- puerrillas are fighting for a

x Mv. = < ister, and Bangladeshi leaders ister, was quoted as saying separate homeland for

u... P = =7 g y have.. agreed to  start the Mr Tiwari said yesterday Bangladeshi Chakma and

M._., M ~ p | repatniation of refugees from that both countries had de- Marma tribesmen.

s [l —
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‘ ‘Repatriation sure
death for Chakmas’

THE TIHES OF INDIA

AGARTALA, Jan, T—Represen-
fatives of the Chalma refugees
have in an urgent telegram re
quested Mr Rajiv Gandhi and the
External Afairs Minister, Mr N.
D. Tiwarl, to “stop the repatria-
tion® of the refngees, report PTI
and UNL .-

The representatives said “inim-

man torfure, kiliing, lookting, arson, |

rape, larzescale evietion of Chak-
mas by the Bangladashi forces and
illezal occupaticnh of land by the
Musiims continued unmabated”. -

They also said ‘that the infux
of reiugees was 5til en and 1o
the last week of December over
700 Chakmas had reported to the
four evacuee camps in South Tre

pura distriet. “Repatriaztion under.

this circumstances meang sure
gdefth for the refugees.” they add-

‘An  eight.member  delegation;
eonsisting of six representatives
of the Cbhakma tefugees, one each
rom the BSF -and district admi-
nistration, had visited the Chitis-
gong Hill Tracts yesterday and in-
quired into the prevailing sitoa-
tion, They met representatives of
the Bangladesh Rifles, district ad-
mninisiration_and village headmen,

The leflix of Chakma refp.
rees, however, coanlinged snabas
-ted, ‘Acecording to official somr.
ces here, ‘the fresh inflox might
pose problems for the repairis
tien of the fribals to Bang!a.des_h]i.
According to the BSF DIG ¥
Tripura, Mr B N. Bhattacharva,
the Bangladesh authorities habe
promised to provide Telief and
rehabilitation for tribel refugeds
when they returned home fo tis
hill traefs, - R |

In 2 joint meeting of Bang'adesh
and ‘Tripura officials at Ashram
on the Bangladesh side of the In-
ternatiomal border . with Tripuzz
vesterday if was agreed that each
tribal family would be pald 5¢0
takas for the reconstruction of
their houses and provided fTree ra-
tion for six mornths besides ensul~
ing their security and salety.

The slz-member triba] refugees
delegation, the additional district
wviagistrate of South Tripura and
the BSF commandant attended the
meefing. The Bangladesh delega-

. tion was represented by the add!-
flonal deputy commissioner and
Khagrachari additional superinten-
dent of pelice besides tribal head-
men from four difierent wvillages
of the Chittagong Hill ‘Tracls,

.The meeting was & fiart of the
mgreement rteached at Sabrum In
Tripura Tecently. The .repart of

. this meeting wonld ‘be examined

<

bere, the sources sald ard added |’

‘that anoihér meetlng . might be
held for finalization of the repa-
triation of the tribal refugees,

“Earlier, In the meetings at the

district and sector command levels|’

between Indian and Bangladesh
officials, 1t was decided that the
repatriation of Chakma refugees
would start from Janmary 13. Of-

cision regarding the repatriation
will be taken on January 107,

At presect over 30,000 refugees,
displaced from the -hill tracts in
last April, have been sheltered in
Silachari, Korbuk, Kathzlchari and
Takwnbzari camps. .
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. 3¢ BY ZAGLUL A. CHOWDHURY further delay. Mr. Tiwari stated legal scn
1 b The Times of India News Service issues as t’actprs responsible for the in !
F l[df; € limes of Indd i deiay in handing over Tin Bigha, but  V
s DHAKA. January {1, said that it would be rmansferred to terr
5 the ? Y Bangiadesh as early as possible.  affz
: ing B,\NGLADESH issatisfied with  Mr. Ahmed confirmed that repatria- knc
s | . the outcome of the recent visit ton of ab_oulr 24,000 Chakma tribals we
‘ 198 of the Indian external affairs min. ¥0uld begin from January 15, Asked wer
t pos~ Mr. N. D. Tiwari. to Dhaka. about the Indian contention thal the me
t iSI?iT, ‘5‘5_?‘]' tr‘n:s.hn\-e enabled both sides total number of refugees in India was kill
*Hu 1S LGRS H2VE EN about 29.000, he said the pumber
1 to discuss bilateral issues and other 1ian4 be marginally more than 24.000. 2
H ION subjects like South Asian c0-0per- e foreisn secretary had to face a}
! nese otion.” the foreien secretary, Mr. ygjjay of questions on bilaterai isses
H sied Fakhruddin Ahmed. toid newsmen i India.
! at iy here todayv. -
: dent’  He said Mr. Tiwarl, whose visit to ENEMY PROPERTY™
said Dhaka was the first aiter he 100k over  wyy jo a5 old issue which is being
the new portfolio. had himself de- yioocceq from time 1o time. he szid
10T §cribe_d ;'.as_agpouw_xll visit to familiar- about “vested property,” more com-
¢ zn ise himself with bilateral and other monly known as “enemy property” to
inci- issucs, The three-day visih had 3¢ geserbe the propeny leit benind by the
- ence complished its objective, Mr. Ahmed oo die community alter the 1965
{ Suy sa:g_ olyving ta  guestions the Ingo-Pakistan war.
Qa ety LE ot . Some newsmen wanted to know
! . Borziadesh fo:‘mgn_ secretary fla!d whether talks on this subject during
‘ nder Dhaka had once azaim rqus_s_t:.‘d NEW oy Tiwari's vistt amounted to “inter-
: now Delhi 1o hand over the "Tin Bithd poinee in Bangiadesh's inizrnal af-
. Comdor™ to Bangladesh without any &l
[T *The tssue came up since complaints
| - wers received irom relations of some
: = peopiz in Iadia™ Mr Ahmed ex-
N THE TIME D e ing slshed in
{ = ] Rezarding reports published in the
H 7t S aF N /A '. Bangiadesnapms about Ip(_itas con~
1AL Ny 11 \fe. structing a “ring road” with Soviet
70 E.Q_/);,'L)f, JAN Uﬁ)ﬂ7 /3 ! jane assisiance along the Assam sector of
1699 40 T2 )T the border with Bangladesh. Mr.
197, }O/‘? €/ Ahmed said: “We are watching every- L
1 ‘ ‘Re- thing but it is not a matter of serious
: ( 5 0 /'\f 6{ /’d 7} igv. COOCETN as yer” -
1. 7S5- About other matters. the foreignf{ [°
- HOR - secretary said President Ershad wowid
1 3:;: ray a stale visit to Indonesia from
! . L—m Januvary 13, and atend the Isiamic
1 MOI'C Cha as o syummit in Kuwait lztzr this month. He
ur iIl h said the opening of the SAARC sec-
1 pO W12 rewsriat in Kathmandu on January 16
: . R '-“fi wouwid bz a “great occasion” and the
; AGARTALA, January 1-—(1’“‘}'- : ‘elm fqre:%r! mintster, M. H R
1 patriation of 24.000 Chakma refupee M Chowdhury, would attend it
ts being “jeopardised” with the fresh He 10ld a questioner that the fereian
entry of 2.000 such_persons into south oM minister's visit to Moscow, which was
: Tripure i the past 72 hours. according YO earlier postponed, was expected to iake
5 10 2 siate government spokesman here M- piace saon.
1oday. N . . ..
1 T f ] The visit was to take place from
esman said the Trpura e visil
i oféfnnf’iﬁf was ready to repatriate the JA- December 25 last, but was postponed
gChak.mas and the Bangladesh govern- an- owing to Mr. Chowdhury's pre-occupa-
fment was willine 10 1ake them back. dis- tion with the U.N. general assembly
o kel- .'écssion. Mr. Chowdhury i the presi-
+ . 7 - ave dent of the general assemboly.
Citv Weaether H
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Delhi apathetic to '

~ Chakma issue

The Times of India News Service

CALCUTTA, Jan. 14,

HE continued  influx of

Chakmas into Tripura from
the adjoining Chittagong hill tracts
of Bangladesh should cause the
government in Delhi to sit up and
take some posilive measures 10
prevent this inflow.

This is all the more essential in view
of the persistent belief in Dhaka that it
is Delhi which is encouraging the rebel
Shanti Bahini in the Chittapong hiil
tracts against the Ershad regime.

The influx of Chakma peasanis from
the hill tracts takes place whenever the
Bangladesh security forces come down
heavily on them as a repnsal for attacks
by the Shamti Bahinl The Bahini has
for Jong been demanding autonomy for
the Chakmas and has also been resist-
ing Dhaka’s plans to setle more and
more Bengalis in that tribai homeland.

In the past the Bahini léaders had
enjoyed a degree of raporl with, the
authorities in Delhi. This caused
Dhaka to make the accusation against
the government of India. Unfortunate-
lv, New Dethi seems to be dragging its
feet in meeting the situgtion with the
result that a smail state is being forced
to play host to such a large number of
refugees whose presence is slowly creat-
ing a kind of social tension. |

Tripora is suffering in other wavs
also. The Chiuagong hill tracis also
house the headquaners of the rebel
“rbal National Voluntesrs (TNV) and
it has been noticed that each action of
the Shanti Bahini in Bangladesh leads
10 the TNV stepping up its activities in
Tripura. The state chiel minister, Mr.
Nripen Chakravarii, is convinced that
on these occasions the TNV acts under

instructions from Dhaka.

So far New Delhi has chosen to view
the problem of infiux from a stricily
Jegalistic point of view, namely that the
Chakmas of ~Chittagong being
foreigners had no right to enter Indian
territorv. Left on its own, the Border
Security Force would perhaps have
pushed back the entire lot but for the
Intervention of the state glvernment
which maintains that bumanilanan
considerations demand that these hap-
less people be given shelter and not
thrown back to the wolves. .

Strangely enough, at one pomt of
time, central agencies in Tripura were
even questioning the staustics given
out by the state government as they
were suggesting that the figure of ar-
rivals had been inflated to get mare

Indo-Lankan talks to

central assistance. The suggestions
were, however, dropped when 1t was
found that Dhaka was also questioning
the figures. Now of course, Dhaka has
also got round to accepting the figure
provided by the Trpura government

The Chakma issue should make

Delhi act in more than one direction.

Within India, no other north-eastern
state takes kindly to them and

Mizoram is against these people enjoy-

ing a district within the Union terri-
tory. Tripura is the only stale where
they can find homes, even though these
Chakmas are Indian nationals.

So far the Union government has
shown no signs of preventing a section
of the Indian peopie from being treated

does not scem to be too interested In
refuting the charges made by
Bangladesh. And who bothers if a small
state has to suffer in the process, as whe
in Delhi or the rest of the country has

heard of places like Takumbari or- .

Sabrum? g
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More tribals pour
-~ into Tripura
© AGARTALA, Yanvary 16 (UNIx:

- Uncertainty continued 10 cloud the

planned repatriation of over 24.000
tribal refugees to Bangladesh as
authorities loday reported some 300
more tribals poured into Tripura last
night, seeking shelter from aileged
alracities across the border. )
Official sources said the south
Tripura district authorilies may at-
tempt again 1o persuade the refugees,
currently sheltered in camps, to return
home to the Chittagong hill racts in
Bangladesh. .
The mefugees. who number over
33.000. yesterday refused to-go back,
saving they feared they would be made
the target of violence by Bangladesh
serurity forces and plains people sct-
tied in the Chittagong hill tracts.
About 100 families were to have

~ been repatriated yesterday.

" Nadiad peaceful

_ AHMEDABAD, January 16 (UNI)
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Chakmas’ repatriation ™*
i IS H
does not come off sh;'
T By ZAGLUL A. CHHOWDHURY ~ PeT
F The Times of India News:Service :.-::
DHAKA. January 15: The much- pen
awaited _repatrintion of Buangladeshi onl
tribal refugees from India did not 1ake liab
_place today although the repatriation of  the
. over 24.000 refugees was to begin in
M small batches from 1oday. T
The repatriztion of ihe first baich of faci:
the refugees was 10 begin through mer
Tabalchari border oulpost: in Ha- ol
| grachart district in Bangladesh’s Chit-
ani tagong Hill (ract. Co
T Reports from the Chitagong Hill
. Iract said that all, preparations for the }
repatniation were made, but it did not
take place. According 1o Mr. Khurshed
Anwar Khan. dcpuly commissioner of B
-the Khagrachari district. the Indian
B * side did not bring 100 familics who
were 1o be rc_palrimed today. V
imb . '
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" Repatriation of $
Chakmas delayed ™

By ZAGLUL A. CHOWDHURY "
The Times of India News Sen'ice‘

DHAKA, Jan. 18- While the re-
patriation of the Chakma tribal refu- {
gees from India to Bangiadesh has not -
materialised, it appears that fresh ef- C
forts would have to be made with new
armangements for repairiation of these vel
DQOD'C. ) - PRI -
!" The repatriation of more ‘than - stre
* 24,000 Chakma tribals was to begin on  cor
i Thursday in small batches after the -~ 1
‘agreement was reached at the highest pot
level of foreign ministers of the two adi;
countries. o s - affa

The Indian minister for external peg
affairs. Mr. N.D. Tiwari, and his dey
Bangladesh counterpart, Mr. H.R. the
Chowdhury. had said- during Mr.
Tiwart’s recent-visit 10 Dhaka that the ape
| repatniation would begin on January this
{5. Both -sides had agreed to take The
_J measures to end the insurgency. thre

But the much awaited repairiation of proy
the first batch through Taiachan
border post in Bangladesh did not first
come off. giving rise to uncerainiy. on -
The Bangladesh side believes that the Cla:
tribal insurgents known as “Shanti char
Bahini™ stalled the repatriation be- laba
cause “they want to use those refugees adia
as a weapon against Bangladesh,” Of- as »
ficial sources here told “The Times of G
India News” Service, “We had Japa
prepared to receive the refugees but the fact
unexpected development has disap- indi
poimed us™. tach

Asked what steps were being taken A
for fresh arrangements. the sources said dun
they were stll awaiting. full reports tion
about the aborted repatriation. The whi
deputy commissioner of kharachari in Kan
the Chittagong hill tract visited the area had
yesterday to report to the government agre
zbout the situation. The sources alleged exp:z
that the Shanti Bahini was also instigat- two
ing other tribes like the Mog and ]
Tipara to insurgency and were blocking men
the repatriation of the reifugees. thin.
Bangladesh, however, says the number poin
of insurgents is very small. that

|
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Bangladesh forces and the Shanti
Bahini intensified over the past one
week, with the gugrillas striking in at

stally THE scheduled repatriation of Jeast three resetiter ham!lets and one
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Bangladesh had agreed 1o take back
on January 15 came a cropper. after
the 150 Chakma families identified
for deportation refused 1o return in
view of “the abnormal siivation™ in
the Chittagong hill tracts.

‘cy is  Ower 33,000 tribal evacuees from
adus- Chittagong hill tracts were currently
ment lodged in the four refugee camps —
The Takumbari {over 13.000}, Silahcher-
ustry i (3.000), Kerbuk {5.000) and
orld- Kathalcherri (12.000).

~ Major Hurdle

Over 3.000 of them entered south
Tripura in the first week of January
\ . afier fresh fighting broke out be-
iween Bangladesh security forces
'Mr. and the outlawed Shanu Bahimi
10} gueniiles, who killed 38 persons.
con- jncluding eight armymen, in the last
k 0‘;' round of conflict.
an

o
o

The Tripura- chief secretary, Mr.
wping N. P. Nawani. told this correspon-
nity, dent that unless fresh diplomatic
ze of Eround was broken in discussions
“ihat between India and Bangladesh, the
lime fate of the proposed repatriation of

the tribal evacuees was doomed. The
that Centre had given clear instructions
each 10 the Tripura government that it
opa- Would notappreciate the use of force
ayig 1D ensuring repalniation, but would
< po like the persuasien tactics for the
: the same.

dent Thus. since the refugees were de-
at termined not to go unless “per-
uni- manent peace” returned to the Chit-
] tagong hill tracts. it would not be
HOM. possible to send the refugees back.
1355' Meanwhile, fighting between the
«dy, t .

24000 Chakma refugees. that B

angladesh rifles camp. killing over

50 reseutlers and ten para-military
men. E

The guerillas, operating in eight
strike-units under the operational
command of “Colonei™ Samiran
Taiukdar (who is the field director of
the Shanut Bahini), were poised to
strike furtherin a wide area between
Naniarehar and Tabalcherni in
northern Chittagong hill tracts.

While the dreaded guerilla majors
Tapash Chakma and Naitik Chakma
were  giving  nightmares to  the
Bangladesh secunty forces, the rebel
demolition . squad led by Captain
Moporanjan Talukdar had so far
destroyed four bridges, three of them
connecting roads with the inner road
network of Bangladesh, over which
the refugees were supposed 10 retiern

Continuing Stalemate

Some 150 refugee families were
“supposed to return from every refu-
gee camp per day and the tempo was
supposed 10 pick up once the process
got off ground. But the present
stalemnate was likely to result in the
shelving of the repatriation process
for at least another month, staie
government officials said.

" Earlier, a six-member refugee del-
egation Jed by Prabhakar Chakma
had visited Feni area, but were not
faken round’ by Bangladesh
authorities through the trouble-af-
fected areas as per the agreed pro-
gramme arrived at between India
and Bangladesh district  level
authorities.. :

it

Whiie the main causes of sualling of mer
repatriation of the first batch siull said
remain unclear, the Bangladesh side M
says they are ready to accept the Cam:
refugees. . “We

-
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* Better to dle in India, say C.hakmas
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SILACHAR[ ('T ripural,
Jan. 22 (UNI). -
RIVEN from Bangladesh by a
series  of onslaughts and
sought 1o be sent back by India, the
Chakmas — one .of the oldest
Buddhist - communities in the
world — are on the edge of
survival at home and once again
the targst of a systematic assault
they say has begun, testmg their
patlence. .

The latest influx, sough: to bc re-
versed by the now deferred repatria-
tion, is just the comtinuation of a
problem which they state started way
back in 1947.

Today, there are some 36,000 of
them in the remote north-eatern state
of Tripura. But the figure is never
steady for long. Every other night their
numbers swell by the hundreds as they
pour acrosss the border through tiny
river sireams$ 1o Seek shelter in a
country that is left with little option but
1o mother them,

Six shelter camps. set up in Tripura's
south disirict. which borders the Chit-
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" tracts ~— they include people from eight
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- tagong Hill tracts of Bang]adesh, are

bursting at the seams, crawling wath
impoverished refugess who have just
stalled a repatriation programme that
would have reduced T.hElI' mnks by
24,535,

A few_thousand have been camping
in “the ‘opep, sesing frostly nights
thraugh with.  government-supplied
blankets and a onec-line symbol of
resistance that greets reporters. Local
administrators and politicians alike: its
better to die in India than be kﬂled
back home,

What is the reason for the fresh
influx which began late in April last
year?

As on at least, three prevmus oc-
casions, the refugees say this time too
they are the target of almost daily
violence by secunity forces — person-
nel of the Bangiadesh Rifles (BDR) m
particular — and Muslim plains people
sought to be settled by the Bangladesh
government in the overwhelming tribal
Chirtagong Hill tracts.

According to a spokesman of the
refugees, the violence, arson, killing,
rape and torture are part of a long-term
plan by the Bangladesn government to
change the ethnic profile of the re-

source-rich area.

The tribals of the Chittagong Hill

other tribes besides the majority
Chakmas — have Jong opposed the
Bangladesh government and the
erstwhile East Pakistan regime with
demands that range from the moderate
one.of “separate status”™ within the
leeal framework to the separatist cal
for ~towzl autonomy™.

Voicing the demands are the politi-
cal front of the Chakmas, the Parbatya
Chattagram Jana Sanghai Samiu

(PCISS) and its armed wing, lhc Shanu
Bahini.

On January 15, the scheduled day of
repatriation, Satvaban Chakma, a
vear-old high school teacher from
Tabalchari in the Chittagong Hill
tracts, nepotiated with a host of
harassed district officials on behalf of
the refugees.

About 500 people beionging to 108
families were to have been sent across
the border that day but every time the

the PCJSS, condmons across the
border must be safe enough for the
journey back, and refugees must be
allowed to return te their homes —
mostly razed in fires — instead of being

Jept mn transit camps as p!anned by

Bangladesh.

The failure of the’ repatnanon, pro-
gramme, officials admitied hours later,
was a l‘oregcme conclusnon.

“The.Chakmas are not our Cltizens™
degclared the Tripura chief minister,
Mr, Nripen Chakraborty, on January
-17 in a conversation with UNIL. “They
are a population from another country.
Their very presence is a risk in that
sense. Why should | rake the responsi-
biiity, but the important thing is that
there is no security on the other side (of
the border)™.

Use of force, either to stop tribals
from entering India or to repatriate
‘them, is prohibned by the Centre as 2
humanitarian gesture.

Said Mr. B. N. Bhattacharjee, DIG
of the border security force at Aganala,
“They come with such sordid tales of
atrocities, Our men could stop them
but that will not help the situation”.

But what is clearly worrying
authorities is the possibility that the
ranks of incoming tribals may be easily
iniiltrated.

Intelligince officials at Agartala
point 10 the chances of “mischevious
clements” slipping into india, in view
of the sivauen in Tripura, where a
band of extremists going by the name
of the Tribal National Volunteer is on
the prowl seeking wribal collaborators
in a self-declared mission to carve out

a “Free Tripura™

DMK leader, 212
partymen freed

TIRUCHIRAPALLL January 22
(PTI}: Mr. Anbit Dharmalingam,
DMK leader and former Tamil Nadu
minister, and 212 other party volun-

officials came to persuade them to teorS- Who had been imprisoned on

board the four trucks parked along the
camp to carTy them to the border point
thres km away, hundreds of women fell
at their feet. waiiingl The men had
fled into the surrounding jungles before
the first official — a poiice officer. —
could arrive at the camp at 8 am.
There had been sporadic finng from
Bangladesh the night before, the
women said, a fact later confirmed by

*+ district officials, and they would not go

W,
ra
enmt
the

back at any cost

Sarvaban Chakma said. the refugees
waould return only if three conditions
were miet — there must be tripartite
talks between India. Bangiadesh and

January 9 for burning copies of article
17 of the ln.daan constitution as part of
the party's anti-Hindi agitation, were
released from jail here vesterday fol-
lowing orders by the Tiruchirapalli
Juchc:al first class magistrate.

The magistrate, in_ his verdict said
the imprisonment of the accused till
vesterday from the date of arrest had
been treated as pumshment.

Thousands of DMK volunteers all
over the state including the pany
president, Mr. M. Karunanidhi, were
arrested on December 9 jast year for
burning copies of article 17.
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All these factors combined 10 make

preparation for the refugees exirernely apprehensive,
According to°the press release, they

. in- were brought back and attempts were

Bop arcas of again made to persuade them to cross
the into Bangladesh. They were 1otaily

I stages, Most of 1he male members of families
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d further stories of "the high commission added.
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scheduied repatriation dawe. These 1o repatriate the refugees using force,

influx of additional refugees cont.nued unwilling 10 do so. For obvious hu-
irr the period immediately before the manitarian rcasons it was not possible

Bangladesh. At the same ume:

High - flames could
Tabaiachari and Taidong-

the sound of rifle and kMG finng s-lected for repatriation left the camps

¢d up. the other two points would have  atrocities.
inside Bangladesh could be heard at the for nearby jun

repatriation point on the Indian side.

-been broughy into operation.
repainiation were in thetr fina
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outskirts of Delhi or an acre of land of the SOGETY 1o 2n0 . ;
given by the Ghaziabad development woman. ety to another single working

authority, Four kinds of units are visualised —
There will be space encugh for 30 1o flats for the economically weaker sec-

BSF struggles with
2,500 refugees

AGARTALA, Feb. | (PTD). in Tripura, :
THE BSF jawans barely man- The new refugees said Bangladesh
aged to keep off over 2.500 resetilers were forcibly taking ‘their

Chakma. Marma and Tlpl'a refu- fands. while security froces, based in
raids by the resettier-dominated Siem 10 move inta ihe re-grouping
glllagjge Defence Parties (VDP) in

angladesh’s Khagracherri  dis~ ghaoracherri district so.
trict. according to official sources. mai‘f’,},"ﬁmb’; ;?:e? fﬂg\,ﬁ:{:ﬂg
be difficult to resist the *inexorable tide minors, were criminally assaulted by
of panic-stricken humanity’, unless resentlers. -
{o restore normalcy in the Chittagong instigated to come to India by the
hill tracts. Shanti Bahini rebels. the refugees
of the long mountainous border sireich numbers and alrezdy engaged in an
of Tripura with Chittagong hill wracts unequal barde with lakhs of
was difficult 1o stop the refugee influx instigating us.”
‘unless we have shoot orders.’ o e
from the Chittagong hill tracts have BOYS hke dOHI ) 2
entered south Tripura sinice January 15
was supposed to begin, i

A PTI correspondent, during a re- Co
observed that refugees were vet 1o be ©
enrolled as displaced persons in-the O
and- forees to hunt for wild fruits and
Toots in adjoiming jungles. el
alre:_ady in camps, manage to take out 5,_,1:
a stice from the rations available to g,
people have already died. = 5 G

“But you must consider ‘the sheer ;.
Prakash. South Tripura district magis- 7§
"3[5_' - LR . -

"Imore people than the popufation of .
most sub-divisional headguarter towns syst

alse
.govt., doctors fail = bec
strike by junior doctors here entered  gen
the 22nd day as last night's dialogue or
Pradesh chief minister, Mr. Motilal sph
Vora, failed. . . :
vice-president of the junior doctors™ .. T
association, a delegation of the doctars g v

gees trying 1o escape the retaliatory Shitagong hill wacis, were forcing
One woman from Dighinala area of
Sources said here today that it would while she and her two daughters. both
something could be done immediately  When asked whether they had been
BSF officials said l'oday that in view protested and said “They are few in
and the paucity of border outposts it Bangladeshis. They have no time for
Meanwhile over 4,000 new refugees.
last when the proposed repatriation gil'ls don,t: StUdy
cent visit to some evacues camps. dos
records. They. are deprived of rations- 51(1,1;
Some - refugees -with - kinsmen, sﬁ’f
them. About 20 children and e_lqerf_y by :
volume of the reliefeffort.” said Mr, D. ;.
He said the camps were housing o
Talks between MP * the
BHOPAL. February ' (PTD: The ou-,{
between them and the Madhya o
According to Dr. Shishif Chanpﬁ-ﬁa, EZ:
: ;‘lso. met the state’s chief secretary and  con:
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. Bangladesh foreicn  minister, Mr.
; Huomayun Rasheed Chowdhury, 1oday

. unfortenate that the repginaion did

_them were surprised that the repatria-

“visit and different issues were dis

r Kashrnir 10 sec how the NC—Congres§ 1

combination faces this challenge to
national enity and tntegrity,

Dhaka ready to
take back Chakmas

By ZAGLUL A. CHOWDHURY
The Times of ludia News Service
DHAKA, February 1@ The

said hris country was comimitied to take
back the Chakma refugees from india.

He said at 2 press conference here
that the repatriation was 10 have begun
in batches from January 15. But it was

not ake place. He and his Indian| |
counterpari, Mr. N. D. Tiwari, were at
Kathmandu at tha! time and both of o

tion did nol teke place, he added.
“Anyway, we ars prepared 10 tzke them
back, we siand by our commitment,”
he said.

The foreizn minister was briéfing
newsmen about ke jusi-concluded
Islamic summit conference.

Asked about the visit of the West
Bengal chief ministzr, Mr, Ivoti Basu.
10 Banpladash, he szid it was a goodwill

cussed. However, falks on bilateral
issues would be heid with 1he Central
Indian government, he sad, ‘

Curfew in Bangla
border district

DHAKA, February 1 (PTIX
Bangiadesh authorinies have clamped a
dawn-to-dusk  curfew  in  the
southeastern  district of Ramgarh
bordering Tripura, the Bengali daily,
“Inefaq™, reported today, .

The curfew bhas been on since
Wednesday in view of the activities of
the “miscreants™, the daily said.

Shanti Baltini insurgents, according
to earlier reports, kilied threz persons
and imjured several others in iwo
separaie incidents in Ramgarh and
cammied out hit-and-run attacks on set-
tlers in the Chittagong hill tracts.

Agartala: The Tripura armed police
and unidentified Bangladeshi mis-
creants exchanged heavy gunfire at
Rangmala under the Bishalgarh pofice
station 1n the West Disirict today,
according to the police. .

Sources said that a gang of mis-
creants, while escapiag with 12 stolen
head of cattle, opeasd fire on a police
patrol party. The police immediaiely
challenged and fired 31 rounds.

Beirut professers
face death threat
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Silachari. . . .
*_ They said it would be difficult for the
BSF to prevent the refugees from enter-
 |ing Tripura unless they got orders from

1200 Chakmas slip
through BSF net .

KORBUK, Feb 2.(PTI): Nearly 200

Chakma refugees have entered Tripura
from the Chittagong hill tracts of
Bangladesh during the past 48 hours,
according 10 BSF sources.

gees were likely to enter the staie, as
BSF personnel had a wrying time.to
ward of over 2,500 refugees waiung at
the Indo-Bangla  border = near

the authorities to prevent them

‘by any
means'’. ‘ :

Bangladeshi security forces and the
outlawed Shanti Bahini gueriilas ih the
Chittagong hill iracts, sources added.

The refugees, including Chakma,

{Marma and Tipra tribes, fled their

homes fearing ‘tortures’ by Muslim re-
settlers_and the Bangladesh security
forces. N

announced the opening up of a new
evacuee camp 10 accommodate fresh

are yet 10 be enrolled in the record

' 1 book.

At present, about 36,000 Tefugeds are
in the state with most of them housed in

| | the four camps: of South Tripura dis-

frict.

Sources said today thai more refu-

The continuous-ﬂoa'x of the refugees '
- followed. fierce fighting between the

Meanwhile, the Stale government has’

refugees. Sorme of the refugee families.

[

1 Zaleir Huaecain
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KORBUK (SOUTH , Tripura), Ech.
o 8 (PTiy

EARLY 400 more refugees
have crossed over 10- south

tangong Hill tracts in Bangladesh
during the past three days. accord-

| ing to the Border Security Force.

Another 2.000 were waiting. at the
border to enter the state, BSF sources
told PTT here today. The new entrants
incinded Chakma. Marma and Tipea
iribals. : S

The fresh influx followed retaliatory
raids by the Bangladesn security forces

she outlawed Shanti Banini rebels and
the armymen. .
BSF sources said it would be difficult

humanitv™
something was done immediately 10
restare normalcey in the Chitiagong Hill
tracts.

UNCHECKED FLOW

The long mountammous border with
the hill tracts and inadequale border
posts had aiso made the task harder,
sources sard and added “unless we
have shoot orders™ it would be next 1o
impossible to check the flow.

Offacial sources said this year aimost
"cvery day the state wiinessed refugee
inflow. Since January 10, over 7.000
refugees have crossed over taking the
total number to over 37.000.

A PTI correspondent. wha vistted
the evacuce camps of Toikorbuk,
Takumbari and Silacherrt of South
Tripura where the new refugees re-
ported. found many of them vet to be
cntisted in the record books and staying
outside the-camps. .

Alithough some managed to put up
with their kinsmen but the rest remain
haif-starved since thev are not allowed
10 draw rations on being not enrplled.

Narrating his 1ale of woes. Udavan
Chakma: a five-year-old refusee boy
10id 1his correspondent that his father
was kilied by the Bangladesh army and
mother kidnapped. Udayan. who man-
aged 1o ship to the jungle was spotted
by one of 1heir neighbours and brougit
10 the evacuee camps. .

. CHILD RESCUED

Promod Chakma who rescued
Udayan .and a- resident of Fagu-
Jwacharii village said all fo them,
_including their womenfolk. were sub-
jected 1o inhuman torure. With his

| house burnt down, he fled into the

jungls and after tracking down for

" | three days he managed 1o enter India.

When asked whether he s getting
food and shelter, Promed said he ljad

Tributes paid to -

Tripura from the embattled Chit-~

in the wake of fierce fighting between

to prevent the “inexerable tide of -

1 pamck-striken uniess

| More DPs pour

. into Tripura -

come only two days ago and was vet to

be enrollcd. “Sorchow | am managing |
with my kinsmen. but here at least we |

can save our lives™, he rephed.

Thirtyone-year-old ~ Thainachubi,
who is still in_shock narrated how she
was dragged out of her house and gang
raped i an army camp,

Two ‘other women, Lamashyu
Marma and Mari Marma of Jugaichari
viflage under Khaggachari district, also
narraled the same experience of toriure
and rape at the hands of Bangladesh
armymcn.

Many other refugees also recounted

how -Muslim resetilers, along with se-
cunty forces. raided their. houses and
dragged them out before lifting women
10 their camps.

- MILITARISATION

The refugees also said most of the
Mushm rescttiers: who' were rehabili-
tated in various places of the Chit-
tagong Hill tracts, were shifted from
the forward position and massive mili-
tarisation was gothg on down in the hill
tracts. : : '

Mcanwhile, the state government
has aiready decided 1o- open up one
more evacuee camp &t Panchananparz
mn Purba Korbuk with an accommo-
dation of 5,000 people. The povern-
ment has also decided to reconsiruct
the four existing camps at Silachern,
Korbuk. Takumban and Kathalchari.
Official sources said already nearly Rs.
2 crores had been spent for the refugees
since Aprl last vear. -

Earhier on January 15 last, repatria-
tion of the regufees could not 1ake place
as the refugees, even afier a lot of
pursuation by the state officials refused
10 return. Most of the meniotk had fled

into the jusgles to avoid repatriation ;

on that dav. .

‘Meanwhile. the Amnesty -Inter-
national appealed to the Prime Minis-
ter. Mr. Rajiv Gandhi. and the siate
chief minisier, Mt. Nripen Chakrabar-
ty. not to send back the refugees when

the situation i the hill tracts was.not |

conducive for_ihcirArelulm. -
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-28,000 .inmates -in these camps.

N e

rice and

therg-are and ¢al. Pork.
jtem op ahy tribal menu, 13, howev

..4"' 3

45,04 P nps, " But .
these deaths undesling the cruel fate of not available as that wonld have be
the+ Chakmis, in’ the Chiltagong™hill 100 expensive,” Even “without this,"t
tracts of Bangladesh who have-always | monthly expenditure oa the tivo cag

and torture from'the ' in :the "' Amarpur +“sub-division,

died in .the! g inorities in Dhaka ‘Unable'to stand : Takumbari, and. Kabrook, comes

nglat iy 45 lakhs, ¥ Wy SRR
Bangladesh Rifles,” théy aré”forced ‘1o ** The continued - preséfise ' o™
homes -and :seek ‘refuge ‘in  Chakmas could however, pose adag,

f India, their land-being immediately in the long run.” The ubdergrou

grabbed by the Bengali Muslims whom Tripura National VYolunteers (TNV
Dhaka wants to settle in the hill tracté.” 'very much present in the ATnarpura

“in the Tripura as in the rest of :the state and -
: all come from the ~possibility of its looking ‘for reen
chharia district 'of Bangladesh, -from among these refugees cannot
trecking for four to five'days 1o reach ruled out. The TNV would do.this
tribal hamlets a two-fold purpose addition to its 0

wer - [| =~ By SUMANTA SEN _ - - e b
088 | |13 Times of India News Service. 35,000 great a cight now.
et TTAGARTALA, November 28. .5
mas 1| AT least 500 persg:rspa? n‘agcr- -
1cK | | £ Awhelming..num of - them ’¢, o4 harassment
.,II‘AI:; heing'childreﬂrll,- _ha\t';. » :
3IAL: | | 1ast six months 1n the jour cam o the Bangladesh ‘army’ aid ‘the  &rot o
3AP. | tset up for. thq Chakma_rgfggees ?: P Banl y and the. around Rs
“{“El, southern “Tripura, “adjoining -the flee their
TR Chittagong = hill | tracts - o
pPORF Ba’lr_lgladesh.‘ RS -
"'iN! 1°~The deaths far exceed the births, For
SAy: | |instance, at the Kasbook camp i the . 7. ’The’ pople stayi
1AN: | | Amarpur sub-division, there were 136 camps have almost
g31,: | |deaths beteen May ang August against Khagra
o 3.7 | | only 55 births. o - A
e -| * (Of course, mathematically speaking, ‘the border ‘from” their
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~330day as pharmacists observed a one-
M":i{y {token strike, * =

¢ The Times of India Néws

o tribal Chakma refugees from india}
will as the : i

eek tion of these tribal people. U . re
and -, However, Dha_kar_differs wi
ivil over the number of refugees in India ¥"Mr Ahined said the ¢ woome of th '
|'the and says the figure could be sround -Bangladesh o wos remarkable™.

ete, Indian figure: . :

s wAnnouncing this, the foreign sec-
newsmen here
earlier said 17,000 Chakmas °
. of enteredils
Zise . govemnmment
T5 - w-aler verifications. " . -
4wt Agked about the

i -
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. amatenr gem show in Tocson. Ariz,]
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L Se"i“ Ahmed” said_the; matter was under’
© " DHAKA, Negvember 24. m’”ﬁm'“@‘ dd he Ny

ANGLADESH 'has begun the '~ When ;2 ‘comeepondent (e B2

o . _atfention to the reports_published in

process of taking back 6,500 . the Indian press about the arrest and

{ killing of Bangladesh ‘pationals on the

¢ indo-Pakistan border, the foreign sec-

;. ‘retary ‘said that’ they had 'no_such

th India o0qitive information:” Tt

first stép towards repatna-

i : > - i
10,000 'in’-comparison -to & higher \ryig’would take the SAARC towards

s - "the cherished " goal -of regional -co-
. . :gperation. - -
Mr. Famd“:hﬁl“i“?}; t:lg, . The foreign secreiary also referred to
y, taat "0 h: Q" the talks between the Bangladesh Presi-
: X dent, Gen H. M. Ershad and the Prime
terl?lory b‘g:‘z Banglaédscala -Minister, Mr, Rajiv Gandhi. =~
has so far cleared 6, . “We haye requested India to- ex<
“" pedite the handing over of Tin Bigha.
8% Eoreign ministers of Bangladesh, India

alleged Indian
hill “3nd Nepal will discuss the river water

sistance 10 the insurgents in the
tract area, particularly in the
recent -upsurge in their activities, the

foreigh \ary - said- they bad no _connection with the opening of_ the

) 3 ‘ "SAARC secretariat,” he said.
evidence to prove . -~ ' . o

When 2 newsman pointed out that - B&Ja] aWards :
the foreign minister,aqu monthsago, " T o

. NEW DELHI, November 24 (PTI):
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wake of ‘ jssug when they meet in Kathmandu in| 1
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W refugees-back - -

f By iy GI..UL Al CHQWDHURY had imptied Tndiad- inir:cylveﬂ'lé;it;;a;'xd‘ .T 0
- g i " 7" ‘whether Dhaka still believed-it, Mr. " |

1

"| other

]

water and the deaths that bave 1aken

- |in the Trpuma camps, surviving on

| the distance beyond which |

_| tate Mapabendra Larma,

*| view perhaps considered it to be only:

-{ as refugees

like: Dewan' Para, ‘Saral -Chowdhury, streogth and creation ofa solid supp
i .mi ¢ base inside the Chittagong hill tre
and when the refugees ultimately retun
\ - Such a support inside the I
place’ were largely due 1o this strain. tagong hill tracts has become -essen
Entry into India also bad not been easy for the TNV -as with the:com
as the. Border Security Force had in- overgound of the Mizo Natig
itiaily, in the month of May, chosen to Front, it has lost a strong ally. .
stick 1o rules, Ultimately, however The TNV supreme leader, Mr, Be
giving way in the face of the volume of Hrangkhawl, and his wife Linda,
the. influx and insisience , from “the siaying in the hill tracts and, accord
Tripura authorities. that be allowed in to scliable reports, they have shil
ob humanitarian grounds. ~~i+ *  their camp a’number of times recel
. :Since the arrival of. these. people, for logistical reasons. They necd
Pangladesh - has repeatedly - been_ have a ot of friendly suppor: from
aproached by the Indian side 10 take Chakma population in the hill
them back, but Dhaka is.yet to re- this could weill be provided by th
spond, the SAARC spint. notwith- indoctrinated by the TNV during tl
standing. . In fact Bangladesh claims stay in the Tripura camps, - - A
that only 6,000 people bave crossied  However, asthe song goes, the fol
over whose names it has also sent o is Dot for us to see. The present.of
Iodia and whom it has agreed totake, the sad picture of-the hapless pec
back. The Tripura authorities have forced 10 take up shelter among
objected to this as such selective re- alien people. Perhaps they- can ¢
patriation could Jead to serious prob- seek consolation in the fact that ¢
lems. ’ T " fellow tribals in Tripura had also b
The Chakmas themselves arc also rendered almost foreigners in their
pot tgo willing to return to a homeland land by thc massive Bengali immi

Para and Nabida Para, <im “ii:
"It is a’long walk without food

| from ‘which they have been physically tion. -

ousted by the Bengali rulers in the But then the key word is “almost
plains. The more articulats” among unlike those in Bangladesh the Trif
thera, who had been school techers or tribals did not have 10 seck shelte
government employees before leaving another country. In fact, today h
their homes, have clearly toid ihe turning round to fight for his righ
Tripurs government that they’ would that is another story. __4", " -
return. . only if _ the esh .

authorities gave & tec to Mr. .
Rajiv Gandhi “that they would be
spared further persecution. Till then,
they would be sparcd further resecu-
tion. Till then, they would prefer 1o lie

. Sy

. B.Ed students.
AURANGABAD, November.
refugee relicf, and staring at the hilis in* (UNI}: The future of nearly 4
lie their students beionging to private-run

‘abandoned homes, . T and DD ciler i the Tegion wi
For Bangladesh, the departure of the _ in- jeopardy as the. Marathwada 1
Chakmas is  always useful. As cun-: versity has denied them permissiot
fronted with' the Tunning revolt by a appearing for their respective exal
section of them, owing allegience to tbe ations. SRR

come o look upon cvery tribal as a 10 these siudents was taken by
trouble maker, Dhaka also insists that university cxecutive body meeting
New Delhi has been ¢ocousaging the recenily, presided  over by
Larma group and fropyits own point of chancellor, Mr; Bhagstsing Rajurl
“The university allows only a lirr
proper that lodia shouid “pay for the number of students to appear for t
consequences of.its own acL” . .. ' . examinations ' every year Howt
. Such' a heavy influx; would have some of the private colleges, inclu
caused- considerable tension-in any, those not cognised by the univei
indian state but not in Trpura.; had given admissions 1o a aumb
! ) students, taking donations from tl
sees this as history repeating itseifas 70 They are now seeking the untver
per cent of its preseat population came' ‘permission to let them appear fo1
from the crstwhile' East examinations. =~ - o
Pakistan in 1947 when the country was’ - A cqmminec,.,headed by. DL D
partitioned. They have a patural sym:' Dole, appointed 10 look into_the
pathy for fresh arrivals from across the vate colleges, had recommended.
border as da-the:Chakma t?bals of the students b:ﬁaﬂc;iu’;]ed tolh:%-p::
Tripusa fsclf who-ateto be fo d in . & ations afier fining the di
fair ' number -in’; the - Ama St ad ] OF HirereoilCyeeds. SARMEIEEN X
Sabrum sub-divisions where the four” ™ The, university,’ however, did
' .. "+ accept the recommendation. The

camps are Jocated. - : S 1
have shown . date for-gubmitting the. examin

+.So far the camp inmates for-.5u :
a -considerablei sense o discipline application: is December- 6. The
& a TR TR TR . ey ncﬁon'co‘m]



