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The Ganakantia, Dacca, 1 August 1980
Winding Up Of SIDA Forest Development Project In The Chittagong Hil]l

Tracts Owing To Lack Of Government Interest
(Staff Reporter)
The work of SIDA (Swedish International Development Agency) Forest

Development Project, established near Kaptai, will be brought to an end
in July next year because of the pre#ailing situation in the Chittagong
Hill Tracts.

It was learnt from a reliable source that according to the agree-
ment the term of the project would be over by next July but the planned
work would not be complete. Although there is prbvision in the agree-
ment for extension of the term of the project, the Swedish Government
has decided not to extend it as a result of the situation in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts, it has been discloged.

This joint taka 20 crore (56 billion Swedish Kroner)-project in
the Chittagong Hill Tracts with the Swedish Government was drawn up in
1976 with a view to developing forests by modern methods and training
tribes in forest industries, In accordance with the agreement the
Swedisgh Government provided morey and the scheduled work ¥as carried
out during the last four years. But owing to lack of Govermment
willingness)no progress could be made either in giving training to the
native tribes of the Chittagong Hill Tracts in forest development or in
the forest development scheme as a.¥hole.

It was learnt that as a result of strong criticism of the
Government (Bangladesh) policy in dealing with the crisis of the
Chittagong Hill Tracts in various newspapers of the world, and
particularly the publiciiy given to this news in the influential
Swedish daily, Dagens Nyheter, public opinion in Sweden brought pressure
to bear upon the Swedish Government to take this decision.

In an article accompanied with pictures in the said newspaper,
the Goverpnment (Bangladesh) repressive measures were exposed and a
protest was made against 10 modern transport ships (the ships were
bought for the SIDA project) being used by the Government (Bangladesh)
for repression against the Hill Tribes. In this long article, the
Swedish Government was requested not to take sides in the dispute of
the tribal people and the Government. As a result public opinion built up.

Informed observers believe that if SIDA winds up its work in July
then the objectives of the project will not be achieved completely and
it will deprive the country of the benefit of the project. Because the
project will be wasted in the absence of SIDA's developed technology and
also because of a lack of trained local expertise and knowledge, a vacuum

¥ill be created. This will result from the Government's short-sighted

step/



step in becoming unwilling to give training to the workers of
the project in higher technology. The observers think that it
will be impossible for the Government te provide vast sums of
monmey and also equipments for forest development. Above all there

is the risk of unemployment for many employees and lahourers.
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The Ganakanta, Dacca, 6 August 1980
Now Voices Of The New Arrivals At Kalampati. The Hill People Are

Roaming In The Forest Due To Lack Of Security.
(Staff Reporter)
After the massacre at Kalampati within Betbonia Police Station of
the Chittagong Hill Tracts on 25 March last, the hillmen inhabitants '

have become homeless and have been compelled to take shelter in the
hills and forest. The Government have taken no constructive measures
to rehabilitate them They have been asked to return to their homes
without making any arrangements for the security of their lives and
properties. One Suita Maung responded to the Government announcement
and came back to Kalampati. But he was not greeted with pleasure.
Rather he was murdered by striking him with wWeapons. Kalampati was
once again stained with the blood of homeless Maung.

Now one hears only the voices of the new arrivals at Kalampatl
within Betbonia. After being driven out, the native tribals have béen
roaming in the forest. They are dying in distress without food and
medical treatment. But their paddy farms are now under the occupation
of other pesople. It ig alleged that the settlément 0f 8 thousand acres
of land within Betbonia.Police Station have already been given to the
people of other districts. The wheat allocated for the tribals are
being distributed among the outsiders and they are also being paid
taka 200/- to 300/- per family per month asg supplementary grant.

It has been learnt that murder, looting, rape and arson have been
taking place in broad day light without interruption in the villages of
the hill people of the Chittagong Hill Tracts. Kalampati area within
Betbonia Police Station, Atarakchara area within Longudu Police Station
and the areas of Gulsakhali, Basader, Nakkoa, Mubhachari are fypiCal'
illustrations of these happenings. All these areas are now vagt
depopulated lands without human beings. Because of arson all these
villagers have lost everything and have become shelterless

After becoming homeless and taking shelter in the forest, epidemic
has broken out owing to lack of medicine and food. It has béen learnt
that a great number of pe0ple have already died. Despite Government's
rFeéassurance, the homeless tribals could not return to their homes due
to absence of security.

It is worth- -mentioning that the tribals of the- Chittagong Hill
- Hill Tracts have been agitating for a long time on the bagis of various
demands. The Government are oppressing them in order to suppress this
agitation. Various political parties of the country including JASAD
demanded time and again to the Government for stopping oppression on the
tribals and seeking political solution of the Chittagong Hill Tracts

¢risis. They also requested the Government to accept the tribal peoples
demand for autonomy
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The Ganakanta, Dacca, 16 October 1980

Despite Opposition Of The Tribals Arrangement For Rehabilitating
100,000 Families From Other Districts In The Chittagong Hill Tractsg

Despite protest and strong opposition of the tribals, the
Government -have taken up a progranme of rehabilitating about new
100,000 families from other districts of the country in the Chittagong
Hill Tracts. On 5th September last the Commissioner of Chittagong
Division issued a signed secret official instruction eircular to the
administrators of other districts advising them to make lists of
the new families to be sent to the Chittagong Hill Tracts. The memo
no. of the circular is 665 C dt. 5-9-80.

The sald circular instructed to furnish list of 5,000 new
intending families from each district to the Divisional Commissioner
through special messenger by 30th September. Each family will be
given 2.5 acres of plain land or I, acres of bumpy land or 5 acres of
hilly land free of cost and without Selami.

The circular reguested the district administrators to give top
priority to this work and to immediately call an urgent meeting of
the concerned Chairmen and Members of the Union Parishads of the
districts. It also requested to send a progress report of the work
by 15th September for information of the Government.

Additionally on 15th September the administrator of the
Chittagong Hill Tracts wrote from Rangamatl a signed secret letter
of memo no. 1025 (9) C to inform the administrators of other districts
of the detailed guidelime regarding the rehabilitation programme.

The programme included six points as mentioned below. (1)

The list of the intending families should be completed by 15th October.
(2) The Chairman concerned will issue identity cards in prescribed
forms to all these families. (3) List of families group-wise should
be completed by 22nd October. On receipt of the list they will be
informed about the rehabilitation areas for them and on which date

they should report to the Chittagong reception centre. (4) At the
reception centre the Government officers will take care of the settlers
and will make arrangement for their Jjournies to the rehabilitation
blocks. (5) At the reception centre each family:will bz given taka
200/- and on their arrival at the rehabilitation blocks they will be
paid another instalment of taka 500/-. This provision will continue
for five more months. In addition for 6 months each family will be
given 12 seers of wheat per week, If theé situation demands then this
scheme will be extended for another 6 months. In the rehabilitation-

block/



block, land will be allotted to the new arrivals =%t the scale asg:
specified in the circular, '
The experienced circles believe that as a result of the
new programme drawn up by the government, the prevailing crieis
in the Chittagong Hill Tracts will be moXe complicated. Notably
it has been gathered from a source that the government have drawn
up this programme with the finsncial help of the Saudi Government.
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The Ganakanta, Dacca, Sunday, 5 October 1680

(Editorial)

Demand For Political Solution Of The Tribal Crisis

While inaugurating the two day-long seminar on a work
centre, slash and burn cultivation and forest development at Dacca
Bducational Extension Centre on 28th September last, the Planning
Minister, Dr. Fasiuddin Mahtab spoke about a large-scale, long term
scheme to raise the standard of life (living) of the people of the
Chittagong Hill Tracts. '

Of course we have heard before about Government's intentions-
to improve the standard of life of the tribal people. We not only
- hear the present regime talk nicely about the tribal people but we
| have also been hearing these things since the fifties. But'-
regrettably so far we could not find any consistancy between what
We bave heard and what we have seen. However when the country's
Planning Minister delivered a speech at a special seminar, we felt
that the present regime was really eager to solve the ¢risis of the
tribal people. But unfortunately our belief was unfounded.

It was learnt from the press released statement of the
tribal leader and Member of Parliament, Mr. Upendra Lal Chakma,
that whatever the Government said about the all-round improvement
of the tribal entity were all political propaganda - which Mr.
Chakma termed "advertisement". The present Government have
adopted a programme to systematically deprive the tribal people
of their traditional privileges which they have enjoyed at all
times. It has become simply impossible for the tribal peocple to
survive and maintain their own culture and tradition.

The present regime has taken up 2 plan for bringing tens
of thousands of peasant families from different districts in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts by offering éttractive financial induce-
ment sﬁch as five acres of land, a pair of bullocks, cash money
and other facilities to every family. With the help of the law-
and-order-maintaining-forces these outsiders have been occupying
lands, houses and properties of the tribal people thﬁs providing
fuel to violence. As a result a great disastef has befallen the
lives of the tribal people.

According to Act I of the Chittagong Hill Tracts Regulation
of 1900 no outsider except the tribal people can buy or occupy
land or settle on the khas land in the tribal homeland. VIf any
outsiders buy land in the Chittagong Hill Tracts by any meansr& settle on
then they are liable to expulsion in accordance with Rule 51 of

the said/



-2-

the said Regulation. The present Governmen:t have been conspiring
to rehabilitate the outsiders in the tribal area in complete
violaticn of the Chittagong Hill Tracts Regulation of 190C0.
Military cantonments have been established in peaceful tribhal
areas such as Dighinala, Alikadam and Ruma. Several small military
camps have been set up everywhere in the tribal homeland. The Army
troops have been carrying out indescribable oppression on the
tribal people. Now they have the status of foreigners in their
own homeland. This is the actual example of the Government's
activity to improve the standard of life of the tribal people.
' In fact it has become as clear as day light that none of
the crore taka-(million pound)—WDrfh projects taken up by the
" Government in the Chittagong Hill Tracts is aimed at raising the
standard of life of the tribal people. Often the Government
say thousand heart-winning things about the development of the
tribal culture, tradition and 1ife but the well-informed circle
understand that behind all these propaganda lies the Government's
real motive -~ to achieve the political aim by reducing the tribal
people to a minority. At the time of partition in 1947 the
population of the outsiders was insignificant - less than 2.5%
of the tribal population. At present the number of outsiders is
more than 30%. The Member of Parliament, Mr. Upendra Lal Chakma
has made an allegation by quoting a reliable information that a
conspiracy is in progress to bring another 40,000 outsider peasant
families in the Chittagong Hill Tracts this year.
We do not know what good will be done to the Country by
achieving the Government's aim for reducing the tribal people to
a minority. The Government are saying a lot of things in the name
of economic development in the tribal area. But every one knows
that the people,for whom such huge érrangement are claimed to be made,
are not happy at all with the Governmeni's plan.
It is a well-known faet that this tribal ethnic group
has been neglected for a long time. They share the problems of
the country with the rest of the general public, Additionally they
have also their own problems. A1l the tribal people of the world
“have their own problems which are solved in a just manner. For
example we can mention two countries, China and Soviet Union wherein
the tribal ethnic groups have maintained their own tradition and made
tremendous progress educationally and culturally and contributed
greatly to the prosperity of the nation. The Government gave them
largeiscale belp for their development., But the Govermment of our
country are treading a diffent path the result of which canmot be
good in any circumstances.
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The Ittefag, Dacca, 29 June 1980

Pertaining To The Chittagong Hill Tracts

(Ittefag Report)

Yesterday (Sunday) in the evening sessiorn of the National
Assembly, the elected Member of Parliament from the Chittagong Hill
Tracts and member of the JASAD party, Mr. Upendra lLal Chakma,
described the tribal pecoples demand for autonomy as the demand for
survival. He added that if the Government failed to fulfil it and
consequently scomething happened in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, then
not only the Government but this Assembly also would be held responsible
for it.

In the course of debating budget he said that the inhabitants
of the Chittagong Hill Tracts were being exploited in the fashion of

the colonists. There the Government have been carrying ocut undeclared

war and military rule., In the pretext of pursuing the 3hanti Bahini

rape, oppression, murder, arson and repressive policies
commitfed.

are being
The supply of food has heen banned in order to starve
the tribals to death.



