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pnhecssiry noise’,  Referring to
Sam price of - aftn General Zia sug-
v e during his TV appearance  on

1reombuer 25 that alter all atta was not

the

cimportant as faith was to the people.

Hy siding with the martial law, by
welcoming  (for all practical puarposes)
the indelinite postponement of clections
oul by condenming  the  struggle for
gemetratie rights, the PNA has lost all
roaching among the people. In the face
ctosing prices  and inereased  corruption
anl political repression, the PNA  has
alently sided with the jllntﬂ.‘{ln(l carned
v Dostility of the people. Asghar Khan's
drnsaciation from PNA and his eriticism
of it as an old fashioned bunch of reac-
tensiries incapable  of medern govern-
ient has cansed a farther sethack to the
PNA as well as to the Tebrik-e-Istigial,

The junta’s attempt to project Asghar
Khan as a national leader has so far not
urt with much success. Of late, there
hay been much tatk of Wali Khan being
made the prime minister. The treason
proceedings against Wali Khan  and
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others were declared 99 per cent false
by the chief martial Jaw administrator.
Wali Kban responded hy joining the
PNA woig the NDP, [Ic has ‘cven lent
inclirect support to the concept of one
nnit. Wali Khan and, later, other Baluch
leaders were released by the military in
an attempt to win political support in
at least two provinces, to revitalise the
sinking PNA and to stop the initiative
from passing  into the hands of the

. - . EAY
militants in Baluchistan, where guerilla

- . : - M :
sl\':rmlshes .continue in the mountains.

. However, the Wali Khan’s over-eagerness

to come to power at the Centre has
already led to difficulties. Wali. Khan is
rapidly losing respect because of his
unprineipled support to martial law and

alignment  with the right-wing reactio. .

nary muilabs of PNA, Even in his own
ranks, especially in Baluchistan, there
are signs of a rift. His fellow-prisoner
Baluch leaders like Khair Baksh Marri,
Sher Muhammad Hami and even the
vacillating moderate Bizenjo, have so far
refuséd to follow Wali’s steps. '

Revolt in Chlttagong Hlll Tracts -

SITUATED in the south-east bordering
pn India and Burma, Chittagong Hiil
Tracts (5,199 sq miles} is the largest
of all districts in Bangladesh, but
cconomically and educationally it is
the most backward. It is inhabited by
one and half million people, almost all
Buddhists with a distinctive Burmese,
Thai or Mongolian appeardnce. and a
pon-Bengali - culture,  soclal  customs
and habits. In order to safeguard these
tribal peculiarities the British govern-
ment of uadivided India had proclaim-
ed Chittagong Hilt Tracts as a protect-
ed area, barring thereby any outsider
friom settling there permanently, amd
had ruled the district by the Chitta-
goug 1ill Tracts Manual under which
the local administration was run ° by
the tribal peopie themselves.

In 1947, Chittagong HiH Tracts be-
came part of Pakistan and eventually
lost its status .as a protected  area.
Nen-tribal people from different parts
of the country moved into it in great
numbers, the tribal officers were trans-
ferred 1o other districts, the tribal
police force which used to maintain
law and order

every Dbranch of the district adminis-

. and other.
escape torture and persecution hundreds

was dismantled and -

tation came to be ruled by non-tribal .

oflicers amd staff. And the greatest blow
*came in 1960s when the construction

c_:f a hydro-electric dam on the river
Karnafuli at Kaptai displaced more
than one lakh tribal pepple from their
ancestral homes and submerged an area
of 350 sq miles. The displaced people
were pushed upward, but were
properly rehabilitated; in the process
of shifting many died, and many more!
crossed into India. In the 1964 riots
in the then East Pakistan, about 70,000-

hill persons fied to India and were

rehabilitated in NEFA, now Aruna-
chal Pradesh.

In Sheikh Mujib's Bangladesh the
situation became worse. The demand
of regional autonomy was taken as a
secessionist movement and a massive
military operation was carried out in
the district; the army and
Bahini (Defencz Force) .people went
from one village to another to search
out illegal arms and resorted to killing,
torture, rape, looting, arson, arrests
repressive  measures, To

of tribal people bad to flee te the
forests. These people have eventually
formed a resistance party called

Shanti Bahini {Peace Force) to resist
repression and fight for the right to
self-determination. During the Bangla-
desh liberation war’ about thirty to
fifty thousand Bengalees had entered
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the Ramgarh sub-division of the dls-
trict and, with the help of the Pak
Army, had occupied the land of the
tribal people who had fled to India.
After independence of Bangladesh, the
tribal people returned to  Bangladesh
but did not get back their lands. The'
Bengalees are still in forcible occupa-
tion of the land of the tribal people.

,.
Fraup oy DEVELOPMENT

During Mujib's regime more

non-
tribal people werc allowed to settle
permanently in the Hill Tracts. Re-

patriated Bengalees were rehabilitated
in different parts of the Hill Tracts by

expelling tribal people from  their
homes, agricultural lands were taken
‘by force and distributed among the

Bengali settlers, The policy of Sheikh
Mujib’s government was to force the
tribdl people to lose their identity in
the greater Bengali society of the
country and to outnumber them with
Bengali settlers with a view to elimi-
nating’ the possibility of any _ future
popular movement by the tribal people
in the district. In pursuit of this policy,
the so-called Chittagong Hill, Tracts
Development Board was established by
the previous government of Bangladesh.
The sums . allotted by this ‘devclop-
ment’ body are not spent for the wel-
fare of the tribal people, but instead
are used for the purpose of military )
operations. For instance, the govern-

"ments of the Federal Republic of Ger-

many and Australia are giving financial
aid for the construction of public roads
in Chittagong Hill ' Tracts; but the
government is spending this foreign
aid in constructing military roads for
the easy movement of the Army and
Army vehicles. .

The ‘Development’ Board is also
working for the development of the
local Bazars, where the Bengalis are
The
Board is also helping in “establishing
Madrasahs in many places where there
are any way very few Muslims, Though
there are six hill members in the Board,
they are not consulted at all when the
schemes are passed. Moreover, one of
them, Nikar Bindu Chakma, has becn
arrested by the Army and his present
whereabouts are not known.

The industries and the factories in
the Chittageng - Hill Tracts do not
benefit the tribal people as all empioy-
ment goes to the Bengalees. More fac-
tories or industries mean more jobs for
the Bengalees, and more hardship 1o
the hilly people. In the existing in-
dustries at Chittagong Hill Tracts,

(Continued on page 726)
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practically no tribal people have been
employed. The Kaptai Hydro-Electric
Project uprooted one lakh hill people
from their homes but 'ironically no
tribal person has been given any em-
ployment in the project. The

try, but 99 per cent of Chittagong Hill
Tracts is without any electricity:

" MrLitany  CONCENTRATION

- The entire district of Chittagong Hill
Tracts is now simply a military camp.
Almost the whole of the Division sta-

tioned at Chittagong has been deploy-|

ed in Chittagong Hill Tracts. One
Brigade Command has been stationed
in Rangamati, another Brigade Com-

mand has been deployed in Kaptai and

yet another Brigade Command hag
been posted at Bandarban, the.
quarters  of  Bandarban

There are three cantonments in Chit-

head-

tagong Hill Tracts — one at Dhighi- " -

nala about 60 milles north of Ranga-
mati, the other at
miles south-west of Rangamati in
Bandarban sub-Qivision, and .
at Alikadam about 150 miles south of
Rangamati. These cantonments have no
direct all-weather road
tions with the outside world. Hence'

the government is now busy “construct- "

ing roads under the supervision of -the
Army Engineers. One such road is from
Bandarban to Ruma, the other is from -
Chringha (on. the Chittagong-Cox’s '
Bazar road) to Alikadam and the other
is from Ranghar to Dhighinala via

"Khagrachari, the headquarter of Ram-

garh  sub-division. Another road is
being constructed from Chittagong to
Kbagrachari via Fatikchard in  Chitta-
gong district.
construction, many tribal people are
being uprooted without any compensa-
tion whatsoevef. Now the Army has
been stationed in many interior places

- in the district and for want of suitable
‘barracks they have

occupied K many
school buildings and government offi-
ces. Apart from.the Army, the forces
of Bangladesh Rifies have also been:
deployed. One Sector Headquarter has
been  established at Ramgarh, . while
three wings under this sector have
been opened at Ramgarh, Kaptai - and
Rangamati. Under'the command  of

. these sector and wings several thou-

sand BDR men have been deployed in
the interior of the district. Moreoveér,
there is one Naval Station at Dhulyas
chari near Kaptai with three gunboats.

.There are in addition two Ansar bat-
HllI

talions stationed in Chittagong

.

726 .

project,
- supplies electnclty to the entire coun-

sub-division.’

Ruma about 80

commumca- B

In the process of road -
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Tracts — onc at Khagrachari, the head-
quarter of Ramgarh sub-division, and
the other at Ghagra (on the Rangamati-
Chittagong road) about 12 miles west
of Rangamati. There are also two Arm-
‘ed Police Battalions, one at
" about 30 miles east of Rangamati and
the other at Mahalchari 30 miles
north of Rangamati. Previously there
were 12 police stations in Chittagong
Hil]l Tracts. But the present military

government has opened 16 new police

stations"beslides many more outpost's.
Besides in every bazar of the district
one police camp has been established.
Thus, for every eight hili persons there

is -one_armed man of the Bangladesh

government,

Only a few instances of bow tribal
'people are being  harassed, . tortured

-+ and oppressed by the Bangladesh Aimy

and Police are given below.

OrpriessioN oF TriBaLs ‘
1 . 1

- At present the Army has - oﬁencd
checkposts on different roads and
wafer-ways and does not allow anybody

another - to carry essentiall commodities like,

salt, kerosene, medicine and other
things beyond Rangamati. Even on the
! prescription -of a medical man, a per-

son cannot carry medicine; the check-
snatch any medicine -
-found in the possession of anhy tribal -

postmen just

person. Nobody can carry more than
one kilo of salt and nobody can pur-
chase more than one kilo of rice from
the market. Since in every market
.there is a police camp or Army camp
— not to speak of checkposts on vital
roads — there is now serious shortage
“of these articles especially in' Marishya,
Barkal, Bahgaichari, Dhighipala, Boal-
khali, Mahalchari and Langadu ‘and

_other areas where about 1.5 lakh péo-

ple live.- Salt is being sold at taka 30
per kilo. Recently Armymen in civilian
clothes went to Durchari Bazar, about
70 miles north-east of Rangamati, oh
_bazar day and, started beating all the
" hillmen collected there for marketing,
In the process many were grievously
wounded and many lost their goods
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and money.

In the last week of December 1977,
the Army_started operation in  Kuki-
chara, Panchari, - Bhaibonchara and

- Pushgaag, about 60 to 70 miles nosth
of Rangamati. On" December 30, 1977
the Army burnt the houses of Shanti
Lal Chakma, Natun Chandra Chakma
and Sukramoni Chakma, all
“of Kukichara. The cntire’ family of
Natun Chandra Chakma, consisting of
twelve members, was killed. Shanti Lal
Chakma is now fNghting for his life
after. being shog but his wife and son
are still ‘not traceable, Sukramoni
Chakma was also badly wounded and
three of his family members are still
missing. It i feared that the missing
" ones were taken away by the Army or
killed.
~ Concentration ca_rnps have been
started at Belaichari Union, Moghban

- Union and Balukhali.Unicn in Ranga-

mati sub-division. All the inhabitants
of the union -comprising 10-12 square
miles are concentrated at a particular
place which the government cails the
*mode] village’, but which is popularly
known as concentration camp. People
are compelled to Jive there leaving their

. *old living places. When the Chairman

of Balukhali Union, Shanti Moy Dewan
protested, he was arrested: he was re-
leased later on after being foreed 1o give
an undertaking that he - would not pro-
test. Similar camps have been started
in Ramgarh and Bandarbaa sub-divi-
.sions of the district., Fearing that simi-

lar concentration camps may be esta-’
blished at Ghagra, about 12 miles south ™
of Rangamati,.the people have started

fleeing from ‘their centurics-old village.

Dx-.—rzxnow Witsoutr ThiaL

At present between 8,000 and 9,000
hilimen and women are in detention in
different Army Camps and jails. Many
.of them have been in jail for more
than two years and -have never been
produced before the court.  Persons

like Jyotindra Bodhipriva Larma, bro- -

" ther of Manabendra Narayan Larma,
leader of the Shanti Bahini, Dasharath

e e T T e e e T e

residents
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Chakma, Bibhuti Chakma, Rana Bik-
ram Tripura and many others have been
in jail for more than two years without
trial.

Even the tribal employees serving
under the Bangiadesh government are
not spared by the army. Madhumala,
wife of Priva Ratan Chakma, an Ac- '
coimts Clerk under Circle Officer (Dev)
of Langadu, was raped by Bangladesh
army personnel in the presence of her
husband. Bibhuti Chakma, a health as-
sistant of Mecrugn Thana, was . so
severely beaten that he has  become
permanently lame. - Similar is” the case
of Chandi Charath Chakma, a govern-
ment primary school techer of Chota
Merung 90 miles north-east of Ranga- |
mati. Ajit Kumar Khisa, a Family Plan-
ning Assistant of Langadu 40 miles .
north-east of Rangamati was also bad-
ly beaten. Monotosh Chakma, son of
RBimalendu Chakma, Jail Assistant = of
Rangamati sub-jail, was killed by Bang-
ladesh army after being taken away
from his house. Damra Ching, a gov-
ernment primary school  teacher ‘of
Raogchari about 25 miles east
Bandarban was raped and killed as a -
suspected member of Shanti Bahini.

The Army frequently goes to the
village and picks up young men; after
that nothing is known about their fate.
One such person is Amitabha Chakma,
son of Mohendra Lat Chakma of Pan-
chari about 70 miles north of Ranga-
mati. This unfortunate young man was
arrested in November 1977, but his fate.
is not yet known to his relatives. Simi-
larly in the last week of . December
1977, Dipankar Chakma, a school tea-
cher of Panchari High School, was taken
away .by the Army from his house and
since then his fate is not known. Three
voung girls were also taken by the

© Army along with Dipankar Chakma and

their fate is also not known. -

At present a portion of Rangamati
government college is being used by,
the army and a few rooms have ‘been
made detention centres. Similarly, ar
portion of Rangamati government. high
schiool is under police occupation.

Such actions by the Bangladesh Army ..
and Police have naturally led to the -
tribal people organising themselves for
seif-defence. Tn early December 1577
there was a skirmish between the
Bangladesh Rifles*and the members of
the Shanti Bahini at Guichari, 50 miles
east of Rangamati, Foar BDR person-
nel were killed and' the others sur- -
rendered. The Shanti. Bahini released
them after taking away their arms and
uniforms. Later on the army and the
BDR returned to the place of incident

e y o).

in large number and looted all

© of 50 years, who could not flee,

of .under police oceupation.

+ : :

property of the peopie. One young boy
aged about 13 years and one old man
' were
killed by them. The people of the en-
tire village, numbering about 80 fami-
lies under their leader Mukunda Taluk-
dar, fled to Mizoram in India, which
is not far off from the place of the

incident. The young boy was killed by °

bayonet charge while the old man was
shot dead, - - oo

Reucious  PeErsEcCUTION

These have also been incidents of
religious persecution, Recently, in Kat-
tali Buddhist Temple about 70 miles
north east of Rangamati, a yellow
robe of a Buddhist Monk of the temple

was spread on the ground and a cow

was - slaughtered on it. The-image of
Lord Buddha in the Dhupsil Buddhist
Temple, about 60 miles southteast of
Rangamati was desecrated. Till - recent-
ly the Maischnri Buddhist Temple,
.about 40 miles north of Rangamati, was
They stayed
in the temple for aboyt 7-8 months on

- the ground that they had no place to
The matter was brought to the’

live.
notice of the Deputy- Commissioner and

Superintendent .of Police without any

result. ’ R

Chltmaran, a place about 20 rmIes
south of Rangamati, is the holiest of
all holy places for the Buddhists. of"
Chittagong Hill Tracts and many Bud- -
dhists from every nook and corner of
the dnstru:,‘. go there for pilgrimage.

the .

April 29, 1973

But now the army has established a '’
check-point on the way to Buddhist

temple and the people going 0 the
temple are thoroughly scarched, their
identity card is demanded and they

are harassed in such a way that no-
body- wants to go to the temple and
the temple has now become almosr, a
deserted place, Three Buddhist monks,
Reverend U-Kiminda, Reverend U-
Nalinda and Reverend U-Shara have
been in Rangamati jail for more than
two years without trial. The reasons for
their arrest has not becen notified 10
them as required by law,

The Hill people’s demand is for re-
gional awtonomy which they enjoved
during the British period. The tribal
people don’t want to Lreak away from
Bangladesh, they only want regional
autonomy. They have appealed 10 gov-
ernments of all peace-loving countries
to put pressure on the government cf

- Bangladesh to stop the repression of the

Hill people. They have alse appualed
to the governments of Australia, UK,
Sweden  and  Tederal  Repullic  of
Germany, Asian Development Bank and
United Nations Agency for Development
to stop all aid to the government of
Bangladesh which is misusing aid and

.in the name of development of Chit-

tagong Hill Tracts and is oppressing the

tribal people and v1oIatmg the:r hu-
.man rights,
[This report is based on a petirion,

signed by Shanti Bahlm. the tribal gue-
rilla movement. in Chittagong  Hill
Tracts, and delivered to various em-
bassies in Dacca . at the beginning of
February 1978.] .
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