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. "Stop Genomde n Chlttagong
- Hill Tracts” (Bangladesh)

W drea; o

Thﬁ Ehxttagomg Hﬂ] “Tracts is sxmated m Bhngladcsh (BD) bmdenng
_Arakan -(Burma) and Mizoram (India) #o the ecast, Bay-of Bengal 16 the south

pagone: distriet (B:D) to the west-ahd TFripura (India) to the north.- Fhis =

'-hﬂ;ly tract has am area of 5139 sq. miles. The district has 3 sub-divisions af
Rangammati, Bandarban and mehn (emw Khagrachan) Headquartér 43 ad
' R.aﬂgamaﬂ. o T

(2) P@pulatmn 7 . e -
- (i) There- m@e thlrtaen ethmc gm.u:ps ‘of Mongoimd 01"@11 and vf ’Itheﬁm
'Bmman language famiily. The groups. ean again-be classified. .into - foug
sections (1) Chakmm, Tangsubgya, Chak, (2)-Mégh, Khidag, Khumi, (3) Tiipark -
Muwmag, Mro, () I;mshm, Bowm, Bﬁn]wgn Paﬁkhm ’I‘he *populatmn of 'the
'glmpsaireasfcﬂimm . :
"CHakima -~ - ' -"_ ' 409{!00 'l- SR
Tangsungya o .e 080000 0 il
TGk o o oemer e ke 2000000
Mogh- " - sl e e ot 108,000 0
‘Khiang - v 2.000
CMEmung o L D e ooomed T 20000 -
Mro . oo L e T 5000
S U Lmshat 0ot Lol o e 2,000
L Bewm L. U0t o s R 0 .3.000
'Bon}ugz' St e e 2000

653000

- (ii). The populatlon of Bengaﬁs i 1947 at the time ef pamtmn of Indla
was- 26}50 The communal Muslim Govt. of -Bangladesh has forcibly- settled
Bengalls and ‘their number increased’ ffom 26,150- fo' 225.000 in-1980.. - -
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(3) Admmlsfmtzve set up of Chzttangong Hill Tracts

, The district consisted formerly of 3. sub-divisions with 12 pohce statmns

-Now there are 6 sub-divisions all over the district. Recently it is reported that,:

* the district is likely to be blfercated mto 3 v1ab1e districts to facxhtate adminis- -

) 'tratwe activity easier. - K

~. . () This mowe is .mad Ll).e Gmrerment to. wcaentrahse the feeimgs of
ﬂ:e-tn'b&le ‘against torture; looting, tape, burmng of houSes in absence of fune- -
Honing of 8 political patty. : . SRR

' @ Bnef hzstory

The Chakma king crossed over to Chlttagong in 1418 A.p. when driven -
~ away by the Arakanése Usurper Minhti.' The Nawab of Bengal Jalalddin -

- Mohammad gave shelier to the Chakma King Mahekgiri (Marckyaja) in southess =

. Chittagong. There was. power struggle: for-the control of Chittagong by Arakan, .
Tripura and Muslim Nawabs of Bengal from 14th century until finally. she. Mughals

under tho generalship of Shayestha Khan anexed the area in 1666.4D. The . '

Chakma King Dhabana acknowledged the Mughal hegemony in 1666 AD. and .
helped  them in' suppressing the Mogh-Portuguese combined depredatlon in"

Bengal.. The Mughals made an apreement with the Chakma King Dhabatia =

L ‘rocoghising the dominion Of the Chakmas over whole of Chittagong (Chﬂttagong o

and Chittagong Hill Tracts :¢ombined) except the Chittagong  town and. the
 strip in between the. Nizamput Road (Dacca’ Trunk Road). and-Bay. of Bengal
andl to open up. trada with- Remgal on delivery of . trade taxin kind (Cotto).

This ‘was. renewed.in 1715 by Mir Jumla, Mughal Gevernor of Bemgal and

Chakma king Fateh-Khan (The Chakma kmgs adopted mushm pames and titles -

without embracing Islam). -

- (i) The ethnic groups who lived i in. th1s area were shortly puehed eastwards
- into the hllls m the train of the eonsohdatlon of Mughal Rule -

-G Brztzsh Ru#e : : S __

- The British -received Chlttagong in 1760 AD, under an %reement w:th :

Mu' Kashem ‘Ali; the Nawab.of Bengal.. They did not remain satisfied with _
. the position of the Mughals during the. Mughal rule. But attempted to curb .
the powers of the Chakma King by establishing Kuthis (camps) well inside the

.. Kingdom. This was dlsllked by the Chakma King Sher Doulat Khan who
“refused to ackpowledge suzerinty of the British and naval baitles took place .
between the forces of ‘the Chakma King and the British at-Silak and Jibtali in

1777 a.D. and 1780 A.D. respectively. with. heavy British defeat. This confrontation - -

with the British - continued up to 1784 ap. In 1785 ap. King Jan Box Kham -~ =~

_ made an agreement ‘Tecognising hegemony of the British. -
77 @) The policy of the British remained suspicious upon the Chalﬂna ng

_ | and sequeezed the ngdom by creating 2 separate district Chittagong Hil Tracts .
(CHT) in - 1860 AD. Moeeeve: the CHT was dw;ded into three- mrcles———— : -
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Chakma circle, Bohmang circle and Maung circles placing Chakma, Bohmang
and Maung chiefs at the head of the threc circles. They made provisions to
safepuard the hill tribes from economic exploitation through plains people and
to isolate the ethmc groups from the political development in other districts
of Bengal

(ii) Except a few higher posts in the districts administration all admlms-
trative tasks were fulfilled by an mdxgenous body- of represeniatives and
functionaries of the respective ethnic groups. “The aim to keep the administra-
tion of the hills separately from the administration of the plams Ted "to the
appointment of a superinténdent and later a Deputy Commissioner (DC) (Act
X1 of 1860/ Regulation of 1900). In 1921 the CHT were declared a “backward
tract™ and only ‘the Governor-in-Council was authorised to “interfere with the
administrative and judicial proceedmgs in the Hills. Following the provisions of
the “Government of India Act; 1935” the CHT was declared a “Totaﬂy excluded .

 Afed™ +When after Work{ War 1" the partition of the subcontinent was planned,

‘the three chiefs of the CHT demanded a status of the native state for their res-
pective circles. ‘In a later application, they suggested the formation of a con-
federation with the neighbouring states of Tripura, Cooch Behar and the Khasi
states. This confederation should be placed under the direct administration of

the Central ‘Government which should be responﬂble for the safeguardmg of the -

nghts of the tribal people

(6) CHT zmder Pakzsmm Rule -

- After the partmon of India in 1947 CHT was mcluded in East Paklstan
through the award of Mr. Radchff. All the British officers holdmg ‘high posts
were replaced by the Bengali officers who reported against the tribal people as
pro-Indians to the authorities.” Pakistan continued to administer CHT accord-
ing the prowsmns of the Regulatlon 1900 A.D. which’ gua.ranteed some sort of
autonomy to the CHT population. The CHT was placed under the Ministry
of States and Frontier Regions, which was responsible for the administration of
the former “partially and totally excluded area” {In 1955 the Provincial
Government decided to abolish the special safeguards for the CHT and to place
them under the Rule of Regulations. The three chicfs of the CHT and the
then British DC ‘however succeeded in warding off this mtegration by stiff resis-
tance and several appeals were addressed to the Central Government in Karachi.
Newer the less dunng ‘Pakistani -rale a slow but steady" infiltration, ‘of tribal
Ted mstltutlons at self-Govt. began and first of all the indigenous police force -
was dlsbanded, its officers were sent to different district and Bengali police and
other departmental officers were appointed \in the CHT. As a result the tribals
have been denied police and other official protections.

() In 1959 with the application of the basic' democracies order the
indigenous political systems were substituted by .the mew political order of the
Military Government under Ayub Khan, and with the new - constitution of
Pakistan in 1962 a systematic but clandestine colonization of the district by the

2
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- Bengali Began Fmally in 1964 as a resuit of the amendment of the constuuﬂon
_in 1963, the special status of. the CHT. granted under the. Regulanon of 1900
wag totally abolished and all branches of the district administration earlier run
~ by tribals themselves were brought under the eontrol of the Central Paklstan

o adm:mstranon .

_ (7) East Pak:stan/BD Minority Policy

_From - 1947 to. 1950 the Fast’ Pakistan Government pohcy towards {he i
ethmc minorities in the CHT may be called a “laissez faire, Tnissez aller” policy,
. The authorities cared for the upkeeping of law and order and the tax collection
and did not interfere significantly with the “self Government” of the  ethnic
'groups Dunnt, the  mid-sixties this pohcy changed dramatlcaﬂy The East
Pakistan Goverameént wanted to apply development models of the mmdustrialised
countries for the development of the third-.world countries which - emphasized

- large, capital infensive projects, preferably industrial ones to facilitate ‘econo-

mic growth at the cost of tribal peoples integrity and cultural preservation, the -
Pakistan Govt. directed spec1a1 interest and attention to the CHT and iis only
- partly tapped resources.  On this background the plan to.censtruct a hydro-
_ electric plant at Kapta: materjalised, ﬁnanoed largely by Amencan cap1ta]. The
catchment area. now. covers 50,000 acres of the best plough land in. the hills,
40%, of the districts total -cultivable” area, the lake displaced 100,000 persons,

- few of them were rehabilitated, none adequately. More than 40,000 members

of ethnic groups migrated to India. The construction of ‘this dam marks the
first step in the chain of large scale intervention in the CHT. The lake with
its different effects created -disruption and dmmtegratlon -of the settlement
pattems, the economic and social structure of the Chakmas, The development
of new economic potentzals as fish farming and fish industries are. alloted  to
the ‘Bengalis only and the ethnic groups were completely kept away from en-
 joying the. fruit of ‘their ‘own resources. This gave incentives for further re-
organisation of the use of the CHT’s resources to outsiders of the district. = .
. Being armed. with these opportunities the Bengali Mushms ‘became ‘blind
with power and contmued to interfere with the social structure and activities
of the tribals in various ways in the hills. The Bengahs used -to acquire for-.
cibly the meagre products of the ethnic groups. In 1953 the Chakma Raja -
~ Tridib Roy was arrested and insulted by the pohce in splte ‘of personal inter-
vention of the_ British” D.C. who resigned after failing to safeguard ‘the interest
~ of the Raja who wanted to preserve the right of the tribals by upholding Jusuce.: '
- .In 1964 the Pakistani Government énlisted an eleven-man international
- feam of geologmts soil scientists, biologists, foresters, economists and agricul-
- tural engineers to devise a master plan for the integrated .development of the
area based on what they considered to be optimem land use possﬂnlltles The
team worked for .two years with helicopters,- arcal photographs and electronic
computers. . The team came to the conclusion that regardless of how well the
©  traditional econom:c system of land use in the CI—IT may have been in the ~
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past, it can no longer be tolerated. The research team dcmded that the hﬂ]:'
tribes should allow théir .land to be used pnmanly for the producnon of forest
products for the benefit of the national economy. )
, The ethnic _groups should " give - their Iand for: natmnal cconomy and
; natxonal interest. It is ‘all right. But what: wﬂl ‘be their future ?” What will
be their livelihood 7 Are: they. to dle or mtgrate to Inxha ]eavmg thelr lands
to the Bengali Muslims 7
' ~The . Forestal reported and Webb concluded that “a whole system of
culture and an age-old ‘way of life cannot ‘be changed overmght, but change
it must and quickly. The time is opportune”. .

Correct time is opportune.. One lakh pcrsons had aiready been on the
move, why not 350 ,000 ‘more to become destitute...... :

- The C.H.T. may be said to be East Paklstans land of promlse Somo
of the plain’s growing - population- can poss1bly be absorbed in the thinly popu--

Tated’ af‘ea&“ because cultlvatlon is noghglble and 8 found in-a-few- places m. e

the val]eys
It is strange that though the ]amd “policy has been 1mplementod followmg .
the recommendations ‘of the Forestal survey and the Master plan, it left its
- land-mhan -ratio analysis comp]etely out.of consideration. © The C.H.T. was not.
thinly - populated in the mid sixties, the master plan:is quite clear in this respect.
As far as iis developed resources are concerned the Hill- Tracts is as constrained
© as the miost thxckly populated District. 'The emptiness of the Hill Tracts there-
fore, i a myth. ~ Only a small part. of the valleys lymg betwéen the .ranges in
the Chitiagang Hill Tracts is level land; the greater part is-a h1gh1y dissected
terrain ‘of steep sided hillocks often less than & hundred feet in height. It i
needless fo say that cultlvatlon was possible in these steep hills, In fact the few
thousand cultivable acres of land is not capable of sustaining a populatlon of
- 878,000 people and in actual - calculatlon the’ densﬂy of populatlon is h1gher to
* any other districts of the couniry.- :
The legal and adminisirative conditions for extendmg the Bengah grip
to the natural and human resources of the CH.T. were implemerited: followmg
the ehange of the pational economic planning in East Pakistan in the mid sixties.
The exploitation -of the resources of the CH.T. has started under the gaide of
Ca development plan which really aimed -at accomphshmg the “task -of ‘massive
“de-tribalization- of the: CH.T. and to plan and ptepare military -actions in
- advance should" there be any resistance to this sort of development planning ie.,
- detribalization, - Road constructlon schemes “weré mplemented to- facilitate’ the
military build up and actions in the hills." o :
It was Mujibar Rahman’s policy to. force the tnbal people to loose their -
identity “Let. them become Bengalis™. Durmg the constitutional debates
_ Manobendra Narayau Sarmia, M.P. representing the Hill Tracts, ‘tried to safe-
' guard ‘the interests of the hill peoples. He moved: amendments for the preser-
vation of special rights of the minority and backward nationalites. His proposal
was that the CHT should become an “autonomous ’mbal reglon” to protcct
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'the interests of 1ts mhabltants was mterprcted as a conspiracy against Bangladﬁsh’
sovereignty and accordingly was rejected. :
~In 1972 a delegation led by M.P., M. N. Sarma met Mll]lblll‘ Rahman to

d:is;:uss for demands of the C.H.T. viz :—

- (1) Autonomy of the C.H.T. with its owl leglslature

(2) Retention of the 1900 Regulation in the Bangladesh consutunon

- (3) Centinuation of the tribal Chief’s Offices.
(4). Constitutional provisions restricting the amendment of the Regula-
" tion and imposition of a ban to the influx on non-tnbal people to
CHT.

Maujibur Rahman ‘answered that  this- would encourage ethnic feelings. He
advised the delegations to go home and do away with their ethpic identities.

This demand of regional Autonomy e.g.., the Retention of the L0 <o
_ Regulation .in _the. Bangladesh . consiitution was interpreted as a successmmst- -
movement, and immediately after the depuiation *had left massive military
operations by the Bangladesh Army, Police and Air force were carried out in -
the CH.T. , :

Thousands of men, women, and children were murdered and hundreds of
villages were burned. To escape torture and persecution, hundreds of tribal
people fled to the forests.

In 1975 a second dclegatmn conmstmg of 67 representatlves of the CH T.
population met the president of Bangladesh, Justice A. S. Sayem to renew their
demands, The result of this mission, however, was similar, The Bangladesh
-Army carried out raids in the hills, burnt villages and put the inhabitants into
jail.  Again in: 1976 similar proposals were presented to Ziaur Rahman, then
president of Bangladesh, even the Government supported tribal convention for-
warded a plan 1o -Ziaur Rghman in January 1980. Proposing similar demands
though being more compromising as to the Bengali settlements in the hills and
less decisive on the issue of regional autonomy. In reply, the Government pro-
mised to stop new Bengali settlements in the hills.

Another aspect of Governmental policy is to win over the mﬂuentml'
representatives from among the tribals. Few of them have been made to support
~the centre by official patronage. A segment of the Mogh (Marma) commmunity
has been neutralised by the integration of the brother of one Bohmang (Marma)
Chief, Mr. Aung Swe Prué Chowdhury M.P. He was elected with the support
of the autonomy : workers. .. He . betrayed -not. enly the Marmas but_also the.
people of the CH.T. in exchange of a Deputy Mmlstcrshlp and has been, actmg
as Government agent. .

. (8) Forcible Mus’hm Settlement in Chittagong Hill Tracls S

- . The large scale Bengah muslim mﬁ]tratlon by the- Govemment into the
Chittagong Hill Tracts  already started during Pakistan regime. - During
Bangladesh Liberation War 50,000 Bengali muslims engered the Khagrachari sub-.
division in Ramgarh area and Nakhyangchari area in Bandarban subdivision



. [:7]_

_ wzth the heip of the army. and occupled the lands of ‘the tnbal ‘people forclbiy
" The tribal people were: ‘beaten to death’ by thé Bengali mmslims, their homes
~were set on fire, woman folk were raped in broad-day—hght, propertxes were:

" looted, Buddhist temples were ransacked and burnt. The Goveriment in reply
: _when approached by tribal people said that some miscreants nnght have 'done

©it. "The case will be Jooked into but no action was taken. On December 35, 1971
'_dtmug the Bangladesh Tiberation whr after the withdrawal of -Pakistan army-
frotn Panchari area the Bamgladesh Army (Mukti Bahitii) reidéd; pluridored und’ .
pillaged €he Panchari area. - Sixteen people were sacrificed in jungle out of ‘them'
-2 people did. not dic -and told the gtory-of the s&énﬁce Eighiteen people were
, Buichered in’ broad-day-light who came to feceive the Bangladesh army. “"Pwo
hund:red houses “wefe burnt on -Detember 14, 1971 another 22 people were
kitled in ‘#enches at Kukichara whes they were faking shelter at night. Many
 lidises wero ransaeked by the Bangladesh army.  One hundred seventy-six a» -
Hofides-were sét ofi- fits and mereilissly ‘bedten ‘the: triigls, woimen weré. thped

- ‘and miolested at ‘gun point. - Tribal youths. were arrested and memless}y beaten’ T
- and ‘many were shot dead as pro-Pakistani elenients, : :

This is an illusion of fate. ~In 1947 at the time of Indspendezlce tha
tribal people were dubbéd as anti-Pakistani and in 1971 they have been suddenly

~ " found o be as pro-Pakistani-by the kame Bengali mushms who danced ‘with the-

: Wést ‘Pakiftani mustims at that time, (1947) :

= ' On December 16, 1971 five ‘Teipuri tribesmen were Killed at Bangalkatth: .
The Bang!adesh Rifles (BDR) on Detember 21, 1971 killed at Tarabasia-under -
police station Dighinala 9 tribal pedple incliding womer and children. Tribal
houses were fobted and gn'is mo]ested On December 22, 1971 the: people of .
Panchari were compelled to pay Rs. 10,000 and a ‘boy of five years was pat 1o

-~ death! Between the 24th and 20th December 1971 the BDR ‘extracted by force -

. ~from- the people of Ttchari Rs. 2000. BO and ]ooted the trlbal Mogh village at

Somn under pohce station Ramgarh
During the last week of December 197t and ﬁrst wesk of January 1972

' the district authorities in’ connivancé with the Awami Leaguye began -to make =

indiscriminate arrest. ‘Many leading -tribals including a Chakma lady teacher
*were arfésted on  false “and filmsy" grounds as collaborators . Educated- tribal
youths and leading tribesmen went into hiding in panic and fear. - The Maung .
- Chief Mamag ‘Prue Sain- who was ‘then ‘Tribal Adviser to the Governiment of
' ‘Bangladesh 'on- his visit to Rangamati in February 1972 was appaﬂed mfh thae
" existing situation and sent the fo]lomg telegrarti— - "
SEXPRESS TELEGRAM—BANGABANDHU SHEIKH MU;TIBUR RAHMAN
e PRIME MINISTER OF BANGLABESH DACCA REPEAT TO BRES?ID!ENT
".OF BANGLADESH/ MINISTER FOR LABOUR- AND HEALTHISECRE
" TARY .GENERAL OF - BANGLADESH VISITED RANGAMATI ON
' SE[XTH INSTANT STOP EXTREMELY AGGRIEVED TO FIND INNOCENT ;
“ TRIBAL FEG)P‘LE ~ARRESTED ]NDISCRIMINATELY AS ALLEGED
COLLABORATORS STGP EARNESTLY REQUES’T INSTRUCT CWIL
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ADMINISTRATION IMMEHIATE RELEASE OF ALL TRIBALS SO FAR
ARRESTED.  WITHOUT . PREJUDICE AND FURTHER ARREST BE
CEASED SZQP—MAUNG RAJ.A AND TRIBAL ADVISER OF BANGLA-
DESH. : '
: - One. QI thc most senmrs crrmes commltted by the Bangladesh armed
fomes and mashm Bengalis was the shockingly barbaric treatment of M. S
Prue a son.of the late Bohmang Chief. He was made to parade the streets
of Bandarban. Town with his head shaven and a steing of shoes around his neck.
The authorities surprisingly remained a silent observer. The . tribal Mogh on-
logkers did not pegard this inhuman behaviour at . all humorous and were left
questioning whether it would ;‘be their turn. next? On January 9, 1972 at ».
lprgely gathered. public meeting in Bandarban attended by the Bohmang Chief
and other Mogh leadets, 2 muslim student of Satkanis College nakedly accused the, =
Bohmang Chief as a collaborator- in a threatening tone and told the tribals that
- ifythey cared: for their lives they shonld all becgmBengahs or go-to Burma. It
_is reported that 4000 tribal families numbenng 30,000 tnbaJs ‘choose the lakte»t
wggesnon and left for Burma, :
- ‘By .the last of February 1972 the ‘Indian army . was wrthdrawn from
Chittagoﬂg Hill Tracts and the Bangladesh Government posted in the HHll
Tracts to maintain law and order the Bangladesh Rifle (BDR). Unexpectcdly
the BDR like the armed forces, began to oppress and maltreat the helpless tribal
- people. - On March 22, 1972 the BDR beat up the villagers of Dhalya, raped -5

_girls and -took Rs.-200000. The male members were . tortured, Bairagibazar

village  was. rensacked by the BDR and almost all the girls of the village were
dishonoured. On April 30, 1972 the BDR. personnel raped tnbal guls and 5
* school teachers were manhandied on the same day.

: On May 8, 1972 the BDR petsonnel from Khagrachari went to Tarabama
under Khagrachari police station to investigate the murder of a muslim shop
keeper  of - Logangbazar, failing, to find out the alleged culprrts they cartied by
force to their jeeps. some tribaligirls and left for Khagrachari. The armed tribal
youiths ‘to save the honour of their women lay in wait and ambushed the jeep.
The BDR personnel fled in fear of their hyes leaving behmd the arms .and
amrmmmﬂn and. the. girls; ;- , '

: Qn Mareh 29, 1972 abenit 2000 muslims a.rmed with antmnat.w wea:pcms
raided ﬂre villages of Manikchari, Chikanchari, Sangupara, Pakkamura: and -
Godatala under Ramgarh police station. - ‘The police on April 2, 1972, mage an
enggrry of the matter - but w0 grrest was- made. This leniont. poljcg @Heﬂm:aged ,
the sgiscreaits to raid the villages for the second time and all the Ba.tﬂe ef the
villagers were carried. away.

.~ A pastion of the tribal populatmn of the Feni vaHey not - bemg able
to withstand these acts of atrecities ‘have taken shelter in . safer zones leaving
behind ‘their lands and homestead which have now been ocgupied by the
muslim intruders from the plafns. If such lawlessness and.chaotic. conditions
are allowed to persist it is apprehended that the tribal people will be evrcted '
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from their homeland. - Many are already contemplating and if nothing is done.
to eﬁsure’théu safety there is hkehhood ‘of 2 mass exodus to Indid.

— The dlstnct W1th its scanty land resources has’ already become - over
populated in the Iands left un-inundated by the existing dam of the Kaptai lake.
"It was a su@lus area in producing food stuff but affer the Kaptai dam the dis-
trict tumed into a permancnt food deficit area and if nothing is done to ensura-
tb.elr saiety there is likelihood of a mass cxodus to. India.

co Dunqg Bangladesh- liberatien. war many. tnbal people ﬂed away ami took
- shelter in India. These lands were occupied by. the Bamgali Muslims and ‘they
hold the land in their occupation still teday, though the owners returped fo their
homes after the war. - Tho Bengalis who fled away to India during liberation
war were rehabilitated in their own lands on retwrn by the Government and
menetary help was given liberally. More over miany repatriated Bengalis have
aha%rah@hﬂitatads in the Hill Trags after the-forcible-eviction of.the tribal -
owners from their homesteads, agricultural lands were taken by foroe and dJ,s
tributed among the Bengali seitlers. - A

Why this doubks standard of a benevolent, secular Government of Shelkh
Mujibur Rahman ?. The real motive and aim of the government will come out
through the mouth of General Manzoor, G.O.C. 24, Int'antry Dlvmon at
Chlttagang We are coming to that later. -

‘Bengali settiements have- been conﬁnuous‘ty encouraged by Governmeﬁt
mental agencies and in ‘the past few years over 55,000 Bengali ‘settlers are said-
to have moved foto the district. Landfess Bengalis in-other districts of Bangla-

desh are bribed to go to-the C.H. T. for settlement They were fcbreatened to deny
‘all ‘sorts of he]p from the Government when refused to move to C.HT. Bengali
settlements. The settler family used to get 5 acres of land for cﬂtwaﬁmn. each -
family, freé ration for 6 ‘months till the harvesting of the crop. ‘One pair of
bullotks arid Taka 3600/~ (’Taka 5000 personal communication) to cover initial
expenses.

o In August 1979 the ‘Government issued a. sectet cncular advmmg the
district commiksioners of all other districts of Bangladesh ‘to prepare lists of
landless people under their jurisdiction. Now these Hndless people from &l
over Bangladesh are 15emg taken to Chittagang Hill Tracts in Govemment mred
'buses, trucks and ftrains. -

N The Ganaka.ntha a Dacta pa,per in a report dated 16.10.1980 stated _that -
'df:sprte protest and” strong opposmon of the tribals, the Government’ ilave taken
upa programme of rehabilitating about 100,000 fanphes from the other districts
“of the country infS ‘the Chittagang il Tracts\...Fach family will be given 2.5
acres of plain land or 4 acres of bumpy land or 5 acres of hilly land free of
cost. The settlers will receive Taka 3200.00 in addition each family will be
given 12 seers ot‘ ‘wheat per week for the first 6 months, if necessary for another
6 months. This programme has been drawn up with the ﬁnanclai help of the

© Saudi Arabia Goyernment



CIO}

The Govemment dcmed that -the Htll Tracl:s are - bemg systematmally_
de?opulated by eviction of ethnic groups and later populated with Bengali Muslim
settfers The aim of the Government is to complefe de-tribafisation work in

_CHT. and to beat drum of denial at the same for eye wash to the humanity
s lovmg peopre of the world. For this entry of forelgners mto CHT. speczally _
. interior villages were restricted. . 4
N Amnesty International reported that Bengah authorities will speed wp
© the development -of the C.H.T. and refused to“bar Bengah settlers from entering
‘e hills beéause it would be unconstitutional fo stop any citizen from seitling
“the hills -and buying land- thete: On the other hand, officials commmicated
~ that the ‘Government has stopped all snch settlements. - Strictly to suppress the ,
gétual happening there. Bat the ultimate aim is to convert the CHT. into'd
. Betigali Mushm ma;enty area. Whenever a ‘Bengali settlement comes up in: thc_._

- hills, madrasahs and bazars ‘are constructed.” Bangladesh Rlﬁaﬁ (BDR? pa]]ce T
. il Military caisip’are opencd ' protect fhem. - _

The ﬁgures of speed of the Bengah 1rnrn1grat10n mto CHT is glven below '— :

- Tribal - Benga.h Muslim
1951 RN 28_7274, R 26,150
970 . 0 U 49R162 . 76,564
1980 -~ - 653000 - 225000

In 1980 aione 100,000 Bengali Muslims have been scttled. in the hills. th:ough

vaammsnﬁ injtiative. They bave been racing againsi time.
Lo Te haek this develqpment the Bangladesh Army . has launr.:hed massive
7934 building programmes in the hill The CH.T. have been divided into 11"

develﬁpmsnt circles to facilitate this ‘build . up and all-weather roads are being - - .

‘cemstructed un.dar army gmdance and plannmgs from Bandarban to Ruma, from
Chiringa (on the Chuiagang-Coxs Bazar Road) 1o Alikadam from. Ramgarh to
Dighinala v1a Khagrachan from Chittagang 1o Khagrachan via- F&tlkchan

- 9 The Armea' Forces ' ) ' S

- The 24 Infantry Dav;smn is stahoned at Chmagong cantonment In 1972

the Dmsmn was ammed with thres more brigades in. addition to its original 3 - -

*'hrlgades* A new ‘BDR. secto: ‘was established ‘with Headquarter at Rangamau
" The sttength of the BDR Sector is 3 armed battalians. “Two- Ansar (Inslamic

_-guards) are statioped at Khagrachari and Ghagra. . The ‘armed pohce force has . -

 been increased from one ‘battaliap to 5 battalians. - There is. a anti-guerrilla

" training cegtie ai Mahalchari nnder Khagrachari sub-division. The full strengt{i :
' QE the armed forces including the para-Mlhtary forces is nated is gwen here. 1 —

. BD.Amy. 24 Inf. Div. SOOOOmen
. " of 6BDE . o
o BDR Sector . 6Bms. . 25000 %

Ansars - - . 2Bas. - - . . 5000 .7

" Armed Police 5Bos. 100000 7

Trg Centre . S — - R



8 "(10) Rewurce of C.ﬁ T

'-(11) Resmmce by Tﬂémls

‘groups concertied and since the begi
‘crease of resistance fo. Govemmen

"%;"1?1 y

Besrdes Bangladesh riaval anﬁ an-force personnel stanoned at Chxttagang‘ '

oow

: ha%re been giving help to the armed forces at ‘the time of need. o
In 1978 the Shanti Bahini in an appeal stated that the entire dlStI'IGt of

the'ChIttagang Hill Tracts is now snnply a military camp. Almost the whole oné

- Division Army stationed at Chrttagang hds been diployed in the CHT. 3
o Bngade Command offices” have been set up at Rangamatl, Kapta.l and Bandarban,
3 cantonments at Dlghmala, Ruma ‘and Alikadam, 1 naval base at Dhulyachan .

with 3. gunboats ‘(near Kaptm) TvJ'o specmii police posts at Barkal and Mata-

-chari. - The Sector Headquarter ofi the Bangladesh Rifles. has beén set up at
" Rangamati and two of its- wing :Ladquaﬁers at Kaptai and Ramgarh.  Two
- .Ansa.t (Isiamlc guards) ‘battallans
* in_every bazar of the district, one police camp has been established,  Ammesty o
International states  that between 20,000 to 100,000 armed personmel are active
. in; the Hilk- Tracks, Besides armed ;forces, BDR wings and police are posted in
: the ad]acent' Chlttagong dlstnCt to help the armed forces of CHT in dlstress '

stationed at Khagrachar and’ Ghagra and

"~ The settlement of Iandless , h famﬂles is only one aspect of. thﬂ-

 €CONOMIC. mterest in. the CHT. . ore unportant are the forest reserves ‘and

the mineral resources.. The. t:xplml;aﬁon of ﬂa,e CHIT.. forests is sped up for

: ’export purpose (at . the. ‘beginning, of 1971, ‘Bangladesh which is i a chronic

demand of wood, has started to, gxport fimber).. The: uthless - exiraction of -

 forest ‘prodizee -will destroy the, natqral enviconment in the C.H.T, within a few
. -yéars. Those who practise shifting cultivation -will loose the very basis of .
~ their existance : in the Hill. Moteqve:: thg:re are_a big Teserve of mineral gas -
and patrohum in Jogigofa and. R aman a:e.a “The cogl reserve is abundant - .
in the forest areas of C.H.T. and copper is. available in Miani reserve forest
7 ’afea Westem enl;crpnses -have ,b?en searchmg for - mineral resources in the .
: ,hﬂls since years and it will not be far fetched fo. link- West German and
Ausfralian interest in devclopmcnt axd in the Hlll Tracts w:th the newly. dis-

covered. uranium in the hills. :
" The fish products in I{apta.l TESeIvoir . is. plenty and a big. pogt;on is

- beuig exported The frmts of CH.T. is famous for its dchcmus taste

This development of the I—‘EH Tl:acts dld not meet the’ favour of the- ethnic
ning. of the sevennes a slow but steady in-
| policies and the pending threat of economic -
and ethnic cultural aliepation and qppresmon has grown.” The first mass killings
,I;y Benga]is in the hifls starfed right after their Independénce. These. massacres
were connected with the efforts of ’fﬁe Pakistani Atmy to tecruit Rajakats and

- Mujahids from among the InII area at the late stage of the Independence war.
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Later Mukti Bahini enfered the Ramgarh atea and killed 400-500 Marma, |
Tripuri ‘tribals. The para-mﬂltary force. of the Awami ‘League the Rakkhi |
Bahini terrosised the trlbal vﬂlages under the pretext of search&ng there for§

co]laborators. )

, “The emcrgenoe of an el‘Lhmc Tesistance movement 1s the result of develop—
ments’ of various causes outside and within the hills, The reaction’ to- the -
-Governmem pohcy af mtegraﬂjng the district came from the students who be- '

. gan to- orgamse themselves in the form of the Hilt Students Association,

.. The reasons are known gxghich led tg the Bengah immigratiop. This speed '
up of a development of a tribal economics- had been .able to word off until -
recently. _Though Jand scarcify caused ‘a slowly increasing division ino a few

well-to-do hiltmen and a large 'number of .poorer tribesmen (especially among, the
Chakma and Marma in’ the gorfh, of, hllls) mutval aid and cooperation along
kinship lines had prevented . worst. This changed fundamentally after,, the
dam Traﬂlllqllali aettlcment ]%g;tems -of the. (; ' gn,d,‘ Marma. plough cylti-

vators were destioyed and 'the affected people were scattered all over the dis~
trict. Thus the territorial condition for the working of Kinship solidarity was !
weakened or destroyed to a large degree. Though a past of the peasants .was |

_ poor, real mxsery was unknown. Today 100,000 persons mostly .Chakma,
Marma and Tripuri are said bo He Iaindless.

This mdespread social * dlsmtegrat10n and ‘economic detenoratzon led to

attempts to check further developments of this kind.  In' 1966 after the alarm-
Jink affects of the Kaptal dam’ Elé CH T. Welfare Association was founded. ‘This
underground party 'soon split’ into’ iwo groups on” the issue of the roalization
of the fundamental right of thé C.HT. popllation. One group ‘supported peace-
ful ‘means, the “other armed sttuggle After thé unsuccessful return of. the hill-
‘men’s delegation in 1972, the' leadership went into’ the Hands_ of the m111tant
wing, votaries of the peaceful movement “deserted  the organisation which was
‘dissolved the same year. This led to the formatlon of the Parbattya Chattagram

JYana' Sanghati Samiti (C.H.T. peoples coordination, Assocmﬁoil) headéd by the

thén ‘M. N. Larma and his brother Jyotirindriya Narayan Larma, a school tea-
cher ‘with' the Shanti Bakini (peace force) as its armed wing undcrlymg these
Ghanges were an mcreasmg Sense; of ahenatmn and frustranon of the tribal
- leaders.

The pohtzcal activites of the ‘PCISS therefore were aimed estabhshmg an |
alternative administration suited for the changed tribal reahty The Shanti
. Bahini have been operating since 1972, They consist mostly ef z, Tripuri
and Marma, the three largest ethmc groups. in. the C.H.T, These groups have been

‘most directly aﬁ'ected by the évents in the. hﬂls It is not pessible to give an
- exact pumber of guerilla” fighters. Accordmg to- Shantj Bahini statements,
IS,OU{] fighters have joined the guerrilla force. “The Bahini has a reserve force

of 50,000 and the present opgrating strength s 5000 -fighters. Amnesty Inter- |

.national source mention 5000. fighters who are headed by the former Mp
M N. Larma They are saud ﬁo have no. forelgn backing today '

20
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The retauonshlp of ‘the tebels to the nelghbounﬁg guerrilla group cf the
Mizo National Front is said to ‘be bad. The relationship with Mizo National
Front rebel groups has deteriorated when a’ M.N.F. mobile band suddenly
attacked the S. B. men in Ruma’arch, killing thiee of them. ‘This estrangement
has increased .in subsequent period’ ‘as the MNCF. “sébels msed to collect fund
. foreibly from the supporters of the Shanti Bahini. - Latér ‘on the S. B, ‘fighters
_trapped & comvey of the M.NLF. rebels who have been coming: from Chittagong
with arms 'supply from- Bangladesh Government” in-1974. ‘The .S, B. fighters
ambushed "the - convoy ‘killing - the ‘commander: of-the: MN.F. rebels including
several others. - After this incident the -Mizo Natmna? Front dﬂd 1ot -come iE.
ccnﬁ'entatmn with the S. B. fighteis.” - -

The Shanti Bahini has one arch enemy in the non-tribal Marxist
communist Sarbahara Party of Siraj Sikdar. This party made inroad amcng the’
tribals specially Mérma- ané’ Tamgsigyss “a - sub-casts of ‘the’ Chakmas in the
Rankhiang area. This group is smaller in size- and hostile to the Shanti Bahini.
They havs- been' fighting ‘eacli ‘other in-the past, at the: moment, hcwaver they
‘have Stopped ‘in"ordef to concentrate on attacking Governmeht forces. © More-
over this leader Siraj Sikdar, an U.S. agent was captured in 1974 and killed in
captivity. - -He distributed American - money among. the Tangsungyas and
Marmas to win them over and to keep them under his influence. The group

taded away after the death of Slra] Sikdar Whose ﬂow of meney to" the tfribal .- '

people also ceased forever..

" 'Thé Shanti Bahini have exténsive orgamsaﬁaﬂal networks in- the ‘Ranga-
mati Ranegarh, and Bandarban sub-division. - Their- main base is located in
the forests. They have strong support from -other ethmic. group ie., Murung,
Mro, Khiang, Khumi, Chaks, Bowmg etc, The main target of the Shanta Bahini
operations during last year have been the new seftlers. The guerrillas first serve
a quit notice. on the settlers in a- particular locality.. This is followed by an
attack in which the new setflements are often raised to the ground. Except for
the military camps, the guerrilla. force is in. control of the C.H.T. They have
successfully integrated into the. tradmonal social systems without antagonising
them. They are mot operating agamst customery . hierarchies, the three chiefs
(Chakma, Bohmang and Maung) and the Dewans, Talukdars and. Headmen at
present emstmg in the Chlttagong I—Iﬂl Tracts

- Without thf: consent of the. Shanti. Bahnu no. 1mportant pohucal deci- |
sions are taken on Iocal level. They- have a cadre: organisation with nnhtary

like hierarchies. - The msmbers are volunteers from Ihe local populanom very, '

often they come from, the emergent mlddle cla,Ss .
. . The- Shanti Bahma are rasponsible for- publnmty ami propaganda of the _
rebel. -orgamisation. The PCISS has, in. the -meaatime, cstablished its own
adnsnistrative and judiciary sysiems- sy the country-side with the help of the
local panchayats, the administrative units of their orgamsatlon
In fact the district seems fo be run by two parallel admmmtrauons the
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c;vﬂ mﬂztary aPParatus of thﬂ state and the Shanti: Bahini wuh a faxrly effec-
tive mtemgence network and g disciplined cadre. As a matter of fact the orga--

- ‘Disation though originally a Chakma, Marma and Tripuri organisation, they—,

- have integrated other fighters yvl;;o used to- show hoshhty to them and extendad .
- . this mﬂuence on ofber ethnic groups as well. |

- Under th&ir supermmn land reforms - have been carned out in. some—,_—
- places. The production brigadss of the. PCISS/Shanti Bahini are said -to parti-

- Gipate in agriculintal production. - They also.cellect taxes, maiply from ‘Bengali-

" Bagar traders, contractors: para military forces who are statioied in- isolated
areas, the conteactors who: pyrehases the right to cut wooed in- the forests. for.
the saw and paper mills in the CHT. from the hillmen. The Govemment
officers including the Bengal:s a,]so pay Iaxes to. the Shann Balmu for the:r safety _
and security. . e
* The- political - demzmds of the. Sh;um Bﬂb@m haw 3. fsw chaagcs aver the L
- time.  First of all, they have mot demanded-segession from Bangladesh. In- 1975
o they stood for an autonomy similar to that of the Indian states under the Central =
- .Gopvernment. Facing the harg - l.mes in- the Bengah Govemmsnt the Shaatx.
Mﬂaﬂdf@r-—n“_-_ SN SRR
S 1. : Selt” deternmlauon w:thm Bangladesh wzth a separate ]egxsla‘ture
S 2 Restitution of all ;amis taken, by. Bspgah unngrants since 1970
T Total ban of mﬂux of Bengali setilers. ) -
3 Gonstxmtxonal arrangﬁmems for the presermamn of the. mdlgenous '
cultures and their 1dmt1ty o : : o
S 4 Fice: moveniet and %eommerce wzthm tha d&stnct
L 'SL‘,_'Freedom from oﬂiclgls ha:assment ' '

o They aIso demanded para mihtaa'y force mcrulﬁed from among the ethmc
groups. = o
: o From 1966 onwards & steady mcreasmg number of “crimes of Bengah
'Se,tﬂcrs, Gevemment oﬂicials am:t ‘Bengali- police (rape, arson, abductzon, thefty -

" were - reported “ to the Deputy Commissmner at Rangamati who remameﬂ a -
: sﬂent spectator; and took no actlon against the cnmmals : :

These -inroads on the people of ethnic | groups. were at. ﬁrst md1v1dual or

partiy collective crimes on the part of theé Bengal ; they were at'that date not . . o
. yét part of an infegrated schithe Sf over-all “eviction.” Only since the bogioming -

of 1977 reports of massacre became pubhcly lmown It was alleged ‘that ia the', o
- early 1977 the Bangladesh Govefnment sent Troops: to ‘massacre the tribals leav- -
‘ing in‘Matiranga, Guimara, Mahikchari and Lakshmichari, One thousand Marmas

- ‘were killed and 5000 of them Were forced to go to. Tripura. -Afl the properties

of -these’ “wretched peop&e Wete taken awi‘ay by the Bengahs bemg pratecte‘d by
,the army o
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During the last week of December the army caned out “operation kltB
fiying” in Kukichara, Panchari, Bhaibonchara and Pushgang 70 miles north of
Rangamati, possibly a response to Skirmishes with the Shanti Bahini units in
the Ghuchari area in early December 1977 where 47 personnel of armed police
Battalian were ambushed and kifled by Shanti Bzhini, The army at 10 AM.
on December 25, 1977 started from Panchari towards Logang and Pushgang in
a convoy of about 1000 persomnel. They set fire to all the houses and temples
on both side of the road and asked the Bengali settlers to loot ‘the properties.
of the tribals. The tribal people fled away into jungles for safety leaving their
prepared food and many of them ran for jungles while taking food after hard
labour in the field in the morning. The Bengali Muslim settlers who went with
the army to loot collected booty and took away to Chittagong in 80 bullock
carts and thousand of cattles, goats fowls were carrie¢t away from the area. On
December 26, 1977 a public: meetihig of the Muslims and tribal people was
organised by the army and people were asked to attend the meeting at’ gun
points. General Manzoor spoke in the meetmg ‘He stressed that the settlers
ar¢ poor and landless. They should be given shelter by the inhabitants of the
area. At the end of the specch he shouted—we don’t want you. You can go
 wherever you like to. But we want your land,. The Muslims should be settled
there for the propagation of Islam.

' On December 30, 1978 one E.B.R. Company stationed at Ruma Canton-
ment were on patrol duty in Maidong Mouza. Three members of the Shann_
Bahini were also on patrol duty in the same area, ‘they (SB) remained in
ambush when they sensed the coming of the Bangladesh Army. The Bangla-
desh. Army move in jungle with long bamboo _poles beating the bush on both
sides by two sepoys. This precaution they used to take because in several occa-
sions previously many army personnel were killed in secretly put boby traps.

The Shanti Bahini members though few in strength opened fire with
their three rifles killing 10 E.B.R. personnel and the test fled away lcavmg the
dead bodies. Some S.L.Rs and Rifles were captured. '

_ The Bangladesh Army Head Quarters was very miuch worried on the
increasing attack ‘of Shanti Bahini on the army patrol. The Army mteiilgence
reported that the S.B. Headquarter and its top leaders are staymg in the Rankh-
ing Reserve forest. Moreover conflicts between army and SB have been
increasing. Severe fights were reported in May, Octobér, and December in
Eidgar, Mamkchan and Fakiracham area apart from every clashes and fighis.
In December 22, 1978 -Bangladesh Army invaded Dumdumya, ‘Maidong and
Panchari: Mouzas to carry out their plan “eperation annihilation close doors™.
The area containing 50 villages with a population -of more than 75,000 men.
The army cordoned the area on all sides and launched a 5 pronged march into
the area. They have lainched mortai attack on the sleeping villages at night
killing many cattle and damaged a large area of crops. In all 35 villages
_ were burnt down ‘to ashes.  More that half of those villgers lived
in jungles without food till January 9, 1979 and the rest about 25,000 people
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fled - away to Mizoram and they were’ pushed back to CHT into the hands of
the butchers of Bangladesh Government by the - Morarji Govemment of India.

"As a result of the jungle fights in - early March 1980 and. heavy losses of -
Bengah troops the Army launched counter attacks on. vﬂlages and civilians. An
- Integrated attack took place on March 25, 1980 in- "Kalampati union. - The -
‘commander of a lecal army unit arranged. for. an assembly of the leading-tribal
people of the Kalampaﬁ union in the market to hold a eligious congregation
and the ordinary hill men were made to gather for_the repairing of the Poa-para-

- Buddhist Temple. While they gathered in the temple army suddenly opened fire
on them killing 300- persons on.the spot. Thlrty women were abducted and taken
--info the mthtary camps -and raped After this' thousands. of Bengali settlers
entered the scene immediately after the érmy attack and began to burn and
to loot homes of tribal people. They were on- the rampage in the village of
Kaukhali, Mukhpara and Headmenpara, burnt the ‘home of hillmen, ‘butchered
those who came across their path.” Nine temples werg destroyed 20 monks were"
hwten “Hands of “two monks -were broken, - The. Government refused to dis-
_cuss ‘the Kalampati killings. Three opposition M.Ps. Shahjahan Siraj, Rashed
Khan Menon and Upendra Lal Chakma mvestlgated the kilting and -observed
_. in their reports. that the Government had -let loose a reign of terror in the Hill -
. Tracts with a definite aim of -uprooting the tribals from - their ancestra] - homes.

- The report state that the Government plan included forcible distortion and des-

truction of the religion, culture, language and tradition of the tribal people. The
‘Bengali settlers occupied the lands of the tribal people protected by the Bangla-
desh Army, They agreed ‘to vacate. the tribal Jands verbally only but in fact
they threatened to repeat the killings when the tribals return. home.

A large number of similar incidents have occurred simce then and it- is
quite. obvious that the armed forces have stepped up their annihilation policy.
About 800 people ‘were massacred by Bangladesh Army in Chittagong Hill -
Tracts between December. 10 and December 22, 1980.  On December 10, 1980
~ armed forces attacked, looted- and burnt 7 villages in the Harina valley, an un-

‘known. npumber of men were killed and women raped. - Fifteen thousand- people
crossed over to the ne1ghbourmg Mizoram, but Indian Border- Security Forces
sent them back to Chiitagong -Hill Tracts. It is fea.red that all” of -them dled
eithel in torture or simply due to- starvahon : .
.+ . Silar operatlons in this area on -the: 10th, 19th, 213t and 22nd of

December 1980 led to. the death -of 5000 . tribal pfsople . The - Bangladesh High
. Commission in London admitteet fﬁat the CIL.T. “are ‘the scerie of ‘considerable
lawlessness, and that ‘murder, arson and.looting are prevalent.. But they deny -
: any undue v1olence -or poIlcy of repress1on on the part of the Governmeni forces.

Genocide is bat- one aspect of this. SItuation -An unknown number of
persons “have been put in jail durmg the last years w;thout any charge or triak

Tt is estimated that between 5000 and 10000 men "and women ‘are 1mpnsoned

nowadays m ]alis and many outs:de the dlstnct but usually in mzhtaty camps
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' -Imprisonment for women mecms rape Youngmen -are cnppled to prevent them
froin handling weapons. N
) " The Bangladesh - Govemmen; has opened forced setr.lement camps’ (er
mote appropriate, concentratlon camps) to’ cmtaﬂ the local “support. for the
- Shanti Bahini in recent year. ThlS type of camps have been: established in
Bl]a.tchan union, Moghban union, Balukhali union’and some in. the Banda.rban

“and Ramgarh sub-divisions. The village _of Ghagra on- the - Chitiagong.

: Rangamat: road has been descrted by the. Chakma vﬂlagers because .another
- camp was to be built there .Govemnment sources say they are trymg to Tesettle
the uprooted ~tribals . in Government . sponsored cooperatwe farmmg estates,
- “Thése projects are assisted’ by the A51an Development Bank. '

~ " In order. to obtain mformauon and confessmns torture is wulely used.’
This  includes severe beatings, elect{lc shocks umntumzpted interrogations, with -

holdmg ‘of food and ‘water, holding hands on hot substance,\ inadequate medical _

~ care, standing in _the sun until collapse, living and sleepmg in open trenches -to
. the elements, and half drownings. Especially" the -parents of the -Shanti Bahini
guerrilla fighters are put under pressure to. make them force- the:r sons to g:ve
" up guerrilla activity,

L The army has estabhshed checkposts on roads and waterways to contmi
guerrilla ' movement and. transportation_ of food. stufls. - Salt, Medjcine, Food,
and Kerosine @ are not allowed to be carried heyond Rangamati, the districts’s

- capital. These measures have widely affected.” Communications and - whoever

met ‘on the road is liable to be abducted into army camps. - The vﬂlagers -are
‘not allowed to. purchase large quantmes of consumable commodities and the army
fear that. those commodities " will deﬁmtely B0 mto the. hands of the Shanti
Bahini. Food shortages are affecti g many parts of the C.H.T. today Army
in roads do not even stop at temp A number of monks- have ‘been kifled, -
imprisoned ‘or tortured.” On Decemfner 23, 1979 the B.D. army ‘lannched attack
with the help of the Bengali settlers, on the four villages of Bangahata, Thakurjya-
"makalak, Gulsakhali and Naiua. Ven Bannitananda Bhikkhu was. the priest of
the Thakurjya Makalak Buddhist temple “The villagers while fleeing away
requested him to accompany them in jungles. He is aged about 70 years. -On
repeated request of the villagers he !Sald “L am 2 monk and have rejected this'
world of properties riches and self, seekmg They have their Maulavis, what
Muslims can do to me ? ‘?” He sat in medlta.non in front of the Buddha i image inside
the temple _The army man opened fire on the air fo frighten -the local’ ‘people.-
* They have looted all the houses and set them on fire, .Some Muslims. entered
‘the temple of Ven Bannitananda Bhikkhu. - They . fcmnd him in meditation and
remained unmoved inspite of their- dhoutmg gnd intrusion inside the hall where
- he was in meditation. One Bengali: shouted, “Here is a monk in deep meditation”.

Another shouted cut him into pieces. The third said—He is-a monk like our
Maulavr ‘The second man said—FHe should be killed first because they are -
the ones protecting. tribal people from become muslims. Saying this he severed
the head of the. Bhﬂ{khll Others ]omed the fray cut off the hand and 1evs and drag-
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ged the body out of the temple, threw it out in the lake water. The head and
a leg was left on the bank touching the water in a hurry. The picture on the -
‘cover is the dead body found later when the vﬂlagers returned to see the ashes .

of thelr burnt away houses and severed limbs of their monk.

"During the early phase of confrontation the Government strlcﬂy refused _
to negotiate with the Shanti Bahini. But as the army was suffering heavily |

things began to change slowly with the exchange of Ictters in May 1979. Until
May 1980 few letters were exchanged and the M.P. Upendra Lal Chakma of
Jatiya Samajtantric Dal (JSD)' acted as go-between. He had three rounds of
talks, with PCJSS. In Februjry 1980 two top leaders of the - Shanti Bahinj
Jyotirindra Narayan Larma, (Santu. Larma) and Maung Sabai; who had been
imprisoned in 1976 were- relesed 1o persuade the PCISS and Shanti Bahini
leaders' to give up the . demand of self-determination. The Home Mm:ster
dnnounced the release of 100 more tribal prisoners in March/Apnl 1980- . but

few were released only. . M. Ziaur’ Rahman, President of Bangladesh went to-

Ra_ngamaﬁ and dlscussed with 'the tribat Ieaders including Rani Binita Roy, the
then adviser to the President.. They categorically told the president that the
tribal leaders, supposed to be supporting the Government, have in the core of
their heart strong aspiration for sclf determination of the people of CH.T. Mr.

Zia went back to Dacca and' established a 5 member Parliament Commmee :

headed by the Home Minister to discuss the Issue of Chittagong Hill Tracts in
February/March 1980. The cemnnttee was given the task to enquire into the
causes of the crisis in CHT. Itis significant that this commitiee did neither
include member of the opposition parties nor the CH.T. representatives. Need-
Iess to mention the committee has never reported any finding made by it so far.
It has come to light later on that the majority of the members of the .5 member
parliament committee were nof in favour of compromise and strongly opposed
President. Zia. However Mr. 'Zia nominated Maj. Gen. Manzoor commender

of the 24 Infantry D1v131on deployed in the Chittagong HIII Tracts {0 negotiate

with the Shanti Bahini and Upendra Lal Chakma MP was given green signal on

27.3.80. The Shanti Bahini refused to negotlate with the Government after the -

Kalampati massacre of 25.3.1940.

The political leaders of the deernment and the military commanders in -

the Bangladesh army pressing hard for a mzhtary solution. Even Mr. Zia was
not keen for-a negotiated settlement The lower ranks in the army have been

pressing Mr. Zia for a comprontise ds they have been most sufferer in the guerrilla

war. In this situation of pull ‘from top and below the Government decided to
have legal provision for a legdl genocide. The Government introduced a new
biHl in Parliament in December 1980 “The D1sturbed Area Act of 1980” to have
‘a legal  basis for ~genocide in- the hills. According to this Act per-
song in uniform  and local administrative officers .would be authorised to

make arbitrary arrests and open fire on any body engaged in any unlawful acti- -
vity. Unlawful activities are broadly defined as including any action prejudicial

Vto the sovere:glrty or temtonal mtegrity or secunty of Bangladesh or the

o
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. maintenance of public sector. Polit’:e and defence forces would be authonsed .
“fo enier ‘any premises to conduct. a search, destroy-any honse believed to be

hiding explosives or ammunition and confiscate property. - Apphcatlons of &eso'

- sweeping powers could not be challenged ia court. = .

The Bangladesh Government has admitted that thxs bill- is taﬁored to

curb the’ insurgency in the Chittagong Hill Traets. The bill however has met -

strong -opposition from various ‘parties. It has not been passed so far.  Its
aim is clear to the peoples concemed, The Government is looking for a geno-.
~cidal solution of the problems of the ethnic minorities- up thete. - '

In the days followed, “bands of .Bengali " settlers aidedl by Bangladesh
army” attacked several villages in the surroundmg area burning howses, looting,
raping, forcing the inhabitants of the villages to flee furthér into the wooded
hills.  Buddhist- temples were looted and either partlally or totally destroyed.
Sevcral priest suffered torture at the hands of the army personnel. :
' - The last of this type of kilking occured at Matiranga on 266381, The
army took 10,000 Muslim settlers and - attacked the tribal villages at Matlra:aga ,
Beltali, Belchari, Ayedhya Bazar, Banraibari, Five hundred {500) ‘tribals were -
killed, their houses were burntf; properties looted and 50{}0 peopls fled away to

" Subroom sub-diision of Tripura State (India).

Upendra Lal Chals;ma Shahjahan Siraj MPs: declared m Parhameiit that.

Bang]ad@h Muslims with the help' of Bangladesh army-killed 500 fribals in ‘the

11 sq. miles area under Ramgarh PS. in the name of combing-Shanti Bahini
fighters. - Five: thousand (5000) people fled ‘away to India for shelter.
S On 23, 9. 81 the -Bangladesh army attacked tribal people in 14 mauzas in
- Feni valley ander Khagrachan sub-division. killing 10,000 people and’ destroyed -
many Buddhist temples.- - The people ran for safety and crossed the borde;: to
India in.Tripura. - .~ 7
Stmesman dated 279 81 reported that the Bangladesh refuges who croSsed
over.to southern Tripura ‘arcas described the recent ‘developments in the Chitta-
gong. Hill Tracts as'a planhed massacre by the Bangladesh armed forces.
The rofugees among whom are tribal chiefs, teachers and some Government

R employees told the Tripara authorities that the Bangladesh forces were mount-

-ing successive attacks an- tribal localities .along the Hilly: Chittagong borders to
drive away the tribals-from the 4rea apparently ’w1th an aim to regroup the bor~ .
der vﬂlages for straﬁteglc msans ' : . _
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