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Fresh tribal influx in Tripura

™~

The Times of India News Service

., AGARTALA, June 22.
1TH the Shanti Bahini of-
fensive aimed at subverting

. the June 25 district council elec-

tions in the Chittagong hill tracts

of Bangladesh gaining fresh

momenium Since_ early May,
Tripura’s south district 1s Wit
nessing a fresh influx of tribal
fefugees. oo

_The guerilla offensive launched by
the Shanti Bahini has led to 69
deaths,  including those of 23
Bangladesh army personnel, between
May 20 and June 2. In brutal re-
prisals, the Bangladesh security
forces and the plainland resettlers are

_ wreaking vengeance on the tribals for

their support to the insurgents.-
" Since the Iatest round of influx

. began on May 13, over 8,000 tribals -

have cntered Tripura. There is a
possibility that the influx will con-
tinue unabated until the June 25 polls
to the three new district councils
unilaterally  created - by the
Bangladesh government through an
act of parliament. :

A significant feature of the latest
round of influx is the arrival of alarge
pumber of important pro-govern-
leaders. An  erstwhile
Bangladesh MP from the president,
Gen. H. M. Ershad's Jatiya Dal, Mr
Upendra Lal Chakma, alleged that
the district councils created by the
Bangladesh government were a hoax
aimed at legitimising the presence of

- over 3.5 lakh plainland infiltrators in

illegal posséssion of tribal Iaﬁd.
Mr Chakma, who headed the

Kaison commitice formed by the

president, Gen Ershiad to initiave

peace talks with the rebel Shanti

Bahini, perceived a serious threat to
his life following the daylight murder
of Mr Shanti May Dewan, chairman
of the Rangamati Sadar sub-district,

by Bangladesh intelligence officers in -

‘March last. Mr Upendra Lal Chakma
claimed to have entered Tripura on
May 24 to escape a similar fate.

The insurgent Shanti Bahini had .

embarked on a bush-war against the
Bangladesh government under the
political banner of Jana -Samhati
Samity in 1976, demanding provin-
cial autonomy with a’separate legis-
lature for the 5,138 sq. miles hill
tracts, Testoration of alienaied tribal

" land and deportation of all plainland
infiltrators. It held six rounds of .

peace negotiations with representa-
tives of the Bangladesh povernment
between October 21, 1985, and De-
cember 15, 1988, on a five-point
charter of demands. -

“Though the samity agreed 1o drop
the demand for provincial autonomy,
the Bangladesh government unilat-
erally cancelled the seventh found of
the peace talks slated for February 22
this year and introduced four separ-
ate bills in the national assembly on
February 15 to create three district
councils in Khagracherri, Rangamati
and Bandarban and nullify the Chit-
tagong hill tract regulation, 1900,
which had made the hull tracts into an
excluded area during British rule.

Apart from the obvious effort at.

sidelining the Jana Samhati Samity,
the sole representalive organisation
of the tribal people, the district coun-
cils ‘proposed to be created by the
Bangladesh government fulfil none of
_the basic tnbal demands.

. The zilla parishad Act provides for
dismissal oPtahe elected cl::uncils any
time without giving any reason in the
national interest. The clause provid-
ing for reservation of 30 of the 93
seats in the three district councils
{each having 31) for the non-tribal
settlers followed by 20 for the nu-
merically dominant Chakma tribal
groups has struck at the root of the
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tribal demand for deportation of ¢t

plainland infiltrators, the vast ma-
Jority of whom have been settled in
the hill tracts under officially spon-
sored schemes. -
" Faced with the fearful prospect of
‘being reduced to a minority by the
‘non-tribal settlers in their own home-
land, who now roughly constitute 43
per cent of the hill tract population as
against only 2-5 per cent on August
15, 1947, the Shanti Bahini launched
the renewed offensive to disrupt the
polls. The Bangladesh government
has also stepped up security measures
to deal with the threat.
Commenting on the preparations
being made by the Bangladesh gov-
emnment for the polls, Mr Chakma
said that all efforts are being made to
rig the election.
. Apart from this, retaliatory oper-
ations against the tribal people in the
_name of combing operations were
‘continuing, he added.
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s ‘ Poor turn-out in Y

7 . Chittagong poll ©®

--RANGAMATI (Bangladesh), June [
25 (UNID): Polling in’ thre¢ hill dis--
tricts in the strife-torn Chittagong
Hill tracts began today oo a poor note '
amid scaizered Facidauts of violence:

at _ The tup-out in the district bead-

ch ™" giarters of Rangamati, Bandarban’

ot and i A

tll and 30 per cent till 2 p.m. when last

. reports came in. In the interiors, the |

turn-out was even thinner. - T

N LN

. Sporadic gun shots, bomb blas
and arson were reported last night
»from several arcas by the Chakma
insurgents~who had pledged to dis-
rupt the elections, being beld for the
first time in independent Bangladesh, 4.
A strong armed presence of secur- {IN¢
ity personncl was deployed at all sag
polling centres and other strategic™ ‘8w
points. R
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Doordarshan is
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. By ZAGLUL A. CHOWDHURY .

The Times of India News Service

DHAKA, July 29: Bangladesh yes-
terday expressed s “dismay and re-
prets”™ at what it called “the recently
launched anti-Bangladesh campaign in
the Indian media, including the gov-
ernment<ontrolled -Doordarshan™.

A- spokesman of the foreign office
termed a recent programene telecast on
the Chakma tribal refugees as “biased,

partiat-and not reflective of the actial :

situation™. - . .

" The spokesman said a strong protest
had been lodged with the. Indian gov-
ernment by the Bangladesh high com-
missioner, Mr Farukha A. Chowdhury,
against “such officially sponsored
media campaign™. “This officially in-
spired campaign. runs counter 10 the
spirit of the assurances of friendiy
cooperagion and goodwill,” Dhaka’s
protest note said, )

The spokesman- regretied that the . .

Indian campaign came at a time when_
Bangladesh had informed of possessing

. Inconirovertible eviderices of “shefter-
- ing,

training and arming tribal
Bangladeshi  terrorists in  Indian

in- camps.” The foreign minister, Mr

Humayun Rasheed Chowdhury, also
deplored certain “malicious charges™
made in the Indian press. i

Typhoon kills
38 in China

" AGARTALA, July-26 (PTI).
HE Buddhist Chakmas “and
other tribes of Chittagong_ hili

tracts, about 50,000 of whom have

-1aken shelter in refugee camps here

in the wake of mounting threats of

7 [ annihilation due to--racial dijs-

crimimation - of  the ::Muslim
majority in Bangladesh, have in-
tensified :their “war of self-de-
. termination”. .
. " Besides the armed struggle waged
against.the “brutal repression” of the
‘Bangladesh army which has recently
- stepped. up organised sertlement of
-Muslims in' these strategic hill tracts,
the Jumma people, as they are known
-in_ the norh-eastern region, have
"-pleaded with the Prime Minister; Mr
“Rajiv. Gandhi, for India’s good. offices
' for a permanent political settlement of
‘the ethnic problem. .- &+ .~

The Chakmas have formed the
*Shanti Bahini” and the ' “Jana
Samhati Samity” for carrying on their
“struggle for existence™ and “a. war
|against extermination™. They have
| now knocked at the doors of world
.bodies including the Amnesty Inter-
 national 1o arouse public opinion
" against the denial of human rights 1o
about four lakh tribals in the Chit-
‘tagong hill mracts. .| S

- ~TALES OF WOE - . _

. -Séveral victims of“the “atrocities™
.comemnitted by the Bangladest army-in
- Dighinala, Merung, Baghaichari, Pan-
chari, Khagrachari and Chengi. valley
narrated. their horrifying experiences
and tales of woe to a [
journalists from Deihi. " ,

‘These included instances of in-
‘human tortures, - looting, rape, mass
massacres, arson and Tepression. -

According 1o .the petition - the
Chakma leaders have sent Mr Gandhi,
from October 15, 1986 1 November 5,

group. of visiting.

Y

1986, the Bangladesh armed forces and
"Muslim - infiltrators had carried joint
operations in the whole of the Chit-
tagong hill tracts.”

= Since November 5, 1936, rounding
up of the Jumma Peoples and in-
discriminate beating, looting, arson,
.rape and torture continued unabated

and 10,000 Jummas were compelled to -

leave their homes, the petition said..
" The. Bangladesh - government, in-

. stead of giving- proper rehabilitation

facilities to the Chakmas who were
repatriated from the refugee camps in
Tripura and Mizoram_ in 1979, 1981
and 1986, subjected them 1o torture,
oppression and humiliation and
evicted them from their houses.
TRIPARTITE PACT
The thousands of Chakmas who
have been provided with shelter, food
and clothing in the camps by the
Centre through agencies of the Tripura
government, appeared determined not
‘1o zeturn until-a tripartite agreement on
the ‘issue was reached between
-Bangladesh, India -and the Shanii
-Bahim. . - : '
- While- all the Chakma leaders. in
different refugee camps expressed their
resoive ta fight for autonomy to safe.
guard the national existence and entity
of the Buddhist and allied ethnic min-
- onities; they put forward their terms
and conditions for return 1o
Bangladesh. - R
" They have appealed to' the Indian
‘government to keep the repatriation of

-refugees in abeyance until the situation -

in the Chirtagong hill-tracts is- nor-
malised. | ‘

. A-tripartite meeting to work out the
.modalities of repatriation should be
convened and 3 conducive atmosphere
created 1o facilitate the retarn of the
refugees: The Chakma leaders demand
-that - all illegal Bengali- Muslim in-
filtrators be withdrawn from the hill

- tracts and the Bangladesh government

up war |

Ce | I"}MLE /5~
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ensure the return of the land and

properties of the Jumma People and

their rehabilitation. : i
". ' India Has taken the stand that it will
‘provide sheiter to alt the refugees from
the Chittagong hill tracts on “human-|
ilarian grounds” although this hag cost
over Rs, five crore since April, 1985.

“We can’t compel them to go back.
They can't be pushed back. Unless they
are willing to go. nothing can be done”, |
said Mr 1. P. Gupts, additional sec-| -
retary 'in the Union home ministry,
who is handling the refugee problem.

The Centre has also been trying for
a political solutior of the issue and the
maiter was taken up with the
Bangladesh government at the foreign
secretary-level some time back. . .

The Tripura chief minister, Mr
Nirpen: Chakraborty, said there was
difference in approach on the Chakma
refugee issue, between the Centre and
the state government.

The. Tripura. chief minister, how-
ever, made it clear that there was no
question™of setiling the refugees in
Tripura as a saturation point had
already reached in the s1ate with a total
population of 21,00,000 and an annual
budget of onily Rs. 65 crore. Such ai -
move might spoil the atmosphere of
cordiality amorg different com- ]
maunities, he added.

The CPI-M leader accused the
Centre of adopting an ad hoc approach.|-:
to the question of tribat uplift through-| -
out the country, o . -
The state chief secretary, said the
Yripura government was. looking after |:
the refugees 1o the. best of its ability |
despite  the fact ‘that it was causing
strains on the state economy.

" A fresh move has been initiated for
an official-level meeting with the tribal
leaders-from both-sides 1o work out the |-
modalitiés for return of the refugees to
Bangladesh. A date for the proposed
meeting is yet o be fixed, he said.
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Death toll

3y Richard Ehrlich*~ - = .
specialto TheStar . . - v -
RANGAMATI, Bangladesh,— A secre-
dve war is being fought between the'Ban-,
fladesh government and Chakma Bug- -
thist tribesmen who are seeking auiono-
ny here in the lush ridges and valleys of
“he Chittagong Hill Tracts, -
. .Amnesly International has reported
‘arbitrary arrests, torture and unlawful
zillings" of tribals by security {orces dur- -
‘ng-the past several years, while Chakma
refugees describe executions and rapes by
Bangladeshi troops and Chakma militants
accuse the government of “genocide. _
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-says, “It is nearly all Bengalis.” . .~ -

‘camps.
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00 flee secret war

. _The government strenuously denies a

the charges. - _

. “One hundred years ago, Rangamati

was all Chakmas,” says a dispirited young!
Chakma standing with friends in one of
the town's Buddhist temples. “Now,” he
‘The most recent statistics show that in
1980, the 610,000,Bengalis rwade up 52 per
cent of the hill tfacts’ population. The na-
tives who resist :their encroachment be-
long to 13 tribes, including the majority
230,000 Chakmas. e -
More.than 50,000 Chakma men, womerni
and children have fled the fighting in this -

_-southeast sliver of Bangladesh during the

past year and gone across the border into
India, where they now huddle in makeshilt

S VN R
. 3000rebels, . -

More than 2,000 people, including hun-
dreds of soldiers, have died In 10 years of
warfare. S : .

The Chakmas’ fight for autonomy is led
by the deadly Shanti Bahini — “peace
force” guerrillas. . o e

“/The Shanti Bahini are not just popular,
théy are very, very popular,” another
young Chakma says at he temple as a
Buddhist. monk, wrappeddin a saffron
robe, nods In. agreement. “They are fight-
ing for ouy liberation from .the Bengali
people.” o S

Despite such endorsements, there is no
ed by the 3,000 rebels. ~

President Hossain Mohammad Ershad -
rejects the Shanti Bahini's call for aulono-
my and .insists the people of Bangladesh:
must be free to settle where they like. .

“This is ‘one of, ,the tragedies of the

‘independent estimate of the support enjoy-

0 \u:ﬂ@.%/
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érza. people who are on the ﬁﬂonm.mam of
progress,” says one diplomat stationed

here. “The conflict is between the laudable '

desire by the Bangladesh goveérnment to
give people land who don't have land, and

‘the understandable desire. by these.

Chakma people to stop it. We can probably,
give both sides some understanding.”

Here in Rangamati, the district_head-.
Quarters of the hill tracts, the Chakmas-
have clearly lost their war {o drive settlers
out, N

The town's winding hilly streéts are

lined with -dilapidated shops swarming

with Bengalis who bring supplies up from’

the flatlands to keep the town running. .

Army outposts manned by an estimated
15,000 {roops dot the landscape.

Newly built mosques attract Bm:«..o_...

.:5 faithful: In the evening, modest homes

are lit by televisions and cooled by ceiling
fans. Others bed down for the night in
mosquito-infested huts amid dark, forest-
ed hills filled with a prehistoric eeriness. A

spectacular lake, the biggest in Ban--

m_m%ww.bcmm:w_mvmmﬁmmzmmam:m
shores. . e S
Along with the onslaught of Bengali set-
tlers has come the inevitable barefoot chil-
dren, emaciated beggars and other re-
‘minders of the overpopulated and under-
fed flatlands in the rest of Bangladesh,

“I like it here, there is no crime in

-Rangamati,” a Bengali tea stall- owner

says. “And I-like the Chakmas too. They
speak nice, they look nice. But they say
this is Chakma land, not Bangladesh.”

, Much of the war is kept secret from the
outside world. Journalists are prevenied
from ‘travelling through the Chittagong
Hill Tracts, and tourists who arrive by bus
from Chittagong port are usually allowed

motints as tribesmen baitle government troops in lush Chittagong Hill Tracts -,

v

‘1o visit Rangamati-for only 24 hours. .*",
The Bangladesh government recently
escorled diplomats — including an Ameri-
can, a Canadian and a Briton — on a sur:
prise helicopter iour-of the hill tracts,
“The diplomats didnt see much,” one -
Western envoy lamented. - o

But they were impressed by the govern- .
ment’s new sirategy of irying te win the .
war by stressing developmen! programs

. including improved roads, medical care,

education and other social services in the
hill tracts. The governmeni hopes the

- Chakmas wili find it more beneficial to

join the mainstream. S o
Officials point out the hill tracts occupy

10 per ceni of Bangladesh bit the iribes
“comprise less than one per cert of the na-

tion's population. Therefore, they say, the
influx of setilers is inevitable, logical and
within their rights. . i

N

© Worst _u_.m_u_aa BT

» “Everyone has {0 conclude for them-

selves how much of it is genuine develop-
‘ment and how much of it is subjugation,”
one diplomat szys. “Bangladesh has a‘
problem of 100 million people and can't
feed them. Those are crude. basic-facts.
That's this government's worst problem.”
According to diplomats' statistics, cull-
ed from government records, the Chit-,
tagong Hill tracts in 1951 had a 91 per
cent tribal.population. In 1974, the region
was stll 88 per cent tribal; taen in 1975
Bengali settlers started rushing in. u
The {ribesmen charged the government
was deliberately settling landless prasants
to outnumber the tribes. The government
denied the charge, saying It was t-ving to

-help poor people, and dropped ¢n2 scheme

in 1985, E:ommw said.

‘Chaxmas while otrer trihes

" during 1977 to 1980, officialy s&y.
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Ut it was too late. Ir the early
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Last year, fighting. again escalated,
causing the 50,000 refugees 10 flee, & fresh
round cf alleged alrocities was reported.
“There are elements of the se
lose their heags Y these solzjers are
being dealt with," one dip.emet Tse
Al turr of the century, the trihes
were nrotected by the then British coloni-
alists who prevented settiers from cnie--
ing the hill tracts. Byt after the British o™
in 1947, the region's dpecial status erodec.
The government fgars the Shonti Bahin?
do not merely wanl. autonomy — thoy
crave independenced The guerrilias deny
~is, and atlempts to arrarge lalks b

have repratedly fai

tivp

[

tween the two sides
oc.
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