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' HANSLATED PROM BENGAL;[

MELORAKDULL IN PROTEST AGAINST THE GENCCIDAL ATTACKS.

ON TRIBALS IN LANGADU ULAZILLA, RANGAMATY IILL DISTRICT
~

ON THURSDAY, 4 MAY, 1989

To

The Deputy Commissioner

Rangamgti Hill District

" - Dear Sir,

On behalf of the tribal people of the Rangamati Hill District we place
through you to the Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

the following statements and demands.

You are aware that Mr. Abdur Rashid Sarkar, Chairman of Langadu Upazilla
was killed b& unknown assassin/assassins on Thursday, 4 May, 1989. We
express strong condemnation against the said ineident and demand that

the responsible party/parties be brought to justice. We also hereby

. express our deepest condolences to the bereaved family of the late

Chairman,

Respected Deputy Commissioner,
You are aware that within a short time after the &bove incident a

merciless and barbarous killing svree was perpetrated on the inno-

cent tribal people of langadu #pezilla., The attackers were Bengali

~ settlers from a nearby village and included members of the Village

Defence Party (VDP) who were recruited from amongst the said settlers.

The said Bengali villagers were settled i#n Langadu as were many others

~in-@ifferent parts of the Chittagong Hill Tracts region (CHT) in 1979-80

by the Government. We cannot find words appropriate enough to express

our outrage at this genocidal attack. Repeated incidents of a similar
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Despite recent incidents of anti=tribal aggression on the part of

‘Bengali settlers in langadu Upazilla the tribal people of the area

continued to put their trust in assurances of Government protection
of their lives and propertys. In this instance the Government made no
attempt to live up to those assurances.Time and again the Government
security forces have failed oo fefused to giwegmew take precautionary
measures or to take appropriate action to sitop anti-tribal wviolence.
The vaernment hag also fxiiet refused te bring the perpetrators of

such violence to justice.

There have been numerous similar massacres on the tribal people in

- the past from incidents at Kalampati(Keokhali) and Matiranga in 1980

+0 those at Khirachar and Sarboatali in the Marishya upazilla in

August, 1988. The Marishya incidents in August, 19688 also included

- a cowardly attack on the Chaixman of Marishya upagilla, Mr. Lakkhi

Kumar Chakma at his office chamber by a Bengali mob in broad day}ight.
Since these events thre has be mo judicial inquiry, no white paper
was published or any action taken to provide exemplary punishment

to those guilty of the crimes.

Despite the presence of Govermment security forceg in langadu Upazilla

Sadar, Mr, Anil Bihari Chakma, headman of No,3, Lanradu mouza, ©x=

Chairman of Langadu Union Council and ex~Senior Vicem President of

the Tribal Convention, was the vietim of an aftaek on his house. Through
sheer luck the headman survived the incident but his wife and many other
who took refuge in his house were killed in the attack, The assailants
attacked with daoa(knives), spears and firearms and killed men, women
and children, indiscriminately., They then set fire to the house with

the dead bodieg of the tribals inside it, ¥r. 4nil Bihari Chakma mana-
ged o rem;ve the dead body of his wife to the nearby woods and kept

vigil until the early houms of 5,kny. He then went t0 the local police
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station for help. By the time he got back his wife's body was not
there any more., Due {0 the digsappearance of many such bodies it
has not becn possible to perform thé last rites for the departed.
Many houses in La ngadu fipazilla have been completely burned down

and we are not yelt aware how many people have been killed even though .

continuous reports of dcaths are recieved.

The majority of the victime in Langadu wexe tribal agriculturists
but the tribal Govermment employees were not spared either. There
were attacks on the tribal Hospital employees who were housed in
Government quapters. In the cikcumstances it has now becomeXmmx
impossible for txribal Government employees of Langadu who fled

the area to rejoin service. Similarly, tribal Government employees
gf other areas with a large Beﬁgali gsetblement are alsc in fear

for their lives.

After the incident some of those seriously injured including those
with bullet/gunshot wounds have been brought to the Rangamati Sadar

Hospital but proper medical treatment has_not been yrovided them.

Woen it was considered medically imperative to transfer a victim
with bullet/gunshot wounds in her head to Chittagong for further
treatment the administration did hot cooperate at all. We are utter-
ly dismayed at the lack of the minimal regard for humanity on the

part of the administration.

The day after the inhuman attack in Langadu a public meeting was
held in Langadu with the Brigade Commander of the Rangamati area
and in the presence of the leader of the Rangamati co~ordination
Committee and Chairman of the Rangamati munieipality, Mr. Gautam

In the presence of both these officials a Bengali
Thimae JLate. noaxBengatx settler was clearly heard to

the instructions of the Government and will not do so in future®.
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With fepeated attacks on the ipnocent tribals by Bengali settlers

we cannot but protest in the strongest terms the Govermment's

solicy of illegal settlements in the CHT region. It is an estab-

1ighed fact that with the the settlement of Bengalis from the

plains districts to the CcHT in 1079 the‘lang perioﬁ of communal

or recial harmony in the region (1618-1978) hes been disrupted

and an atmosphere of copmunal distrust and fear has been created
by the Government, Inhuman attacks and arson against the tribes=-
people and the occupation of their homes and lands by the Bengali
settlers has prbved to be the norm rather than the exception. Bux
Thus today in Langadu upazilla as in Kaokhali and meny other areas

of the district the very existence of tribal people is threatened.

It may be mentioned that four unions of the lanpadu upazills which

were previously populated almost entirely by tribals mow have ol

e oo el e

most a ]00% Bengall settler pogulation. Thz "overnment has failed

or refused to tcke any effective measures to help those tribals
driven away from their homes in the past few years. Most of these
affected people are livinz a horrifying existence and unlike the

victims of the attacks in the Matiranga, Panchari and Dighinals

aveas(who took refuge in indiaj),the displaced mmmpim tribals of

Langadu upazilla have not taken shelter in a foreign country,

With such a vast number of victims of attacks such as those of
Kaokhali (Kalampati), Langadu aﬁd other areas of the region liv-
ing a miserable existence away from ‘their w ancestral homes,

we believe that attempts to find a solution %o the CHT problems
are impractical. Ve greatly fear that like Kaokhali and Langadu
other areas of the region will also be similarly affected due

to the indifferent role of the Govermment security forces. Today

the tribals ere homeless in their homeland as if they were alien

l/\
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in their own lands. Due o their peing driven awey time and agein
from their homes and having to kove from place to plase for shelter
énd safety the tribals’ 1ives and livelihoods are now at the.mercy
of the Bengali settlers. It is not mmmatural, therefore, that the
demands for regionzl autonomy and the remonval of the Bengali sebt-
- lers from the CHT is gaining more momentum amongst +he tribals as

the only possible solution to the GHT igsue.

T+ igs absolutely clear in the minds of the tribals that the role

of the Bengali settlers in the recent incidents in langadu upagilla

and in the communal attacks gg;ggtxaka& on the tribalg in reecent years

together with the indifferent attitude of the Government security
forges ip a major obstacle towards g peaceful solution to the CHT
igsues We, therefore, believe that no solution to the CHD igsue is
practicable unless the Government accedes to our demands to remove

the Bengali settlers from the CIT and rehabilitates all tribals,

who have been displaced, in their original homes and lands.

Our Demandsg

a) Setting up of an impartial inquiry commission composed of members
of the judiciary j;
submission of a white paper On the imeidemix recent incidenss j

exemplary punishment to be given to those guilty of attacking
the innocent tribals j

b) grants of compensation of at leasd Mc=200,000 in cash per affected

family or more if the judicial commission (to be set up) so xmmmx

oenpkycgx recommends

¢) Bemoval of all Bengali settlers from Langadu and dther areas of
the greater Chittagong Hill Tracts region



river route between Baghaichari. in Marishya and the district head-

quarters of Rengamati and on all river and land routes j

Dated, Rangamati )
- On behalf of the tribal people

10/05 /1989
- S51. No, Wame and Desismation . Signature
1. Devasish Roy sa/-
Chakma Raja (Chief)
2. . Subimal Pewan
ex-Assistant Adviser to Sd/
the Hon'sble President
of Bangladesh
Se Mr. Chai Thoal Roaza sa/
ex-Lember of Parliament
4. : ¥rs. Sudipta Dewan sa/
exsllember of Parliament
5. Lr. Gautam Dewan
Leader of the Rangamati
Hil1l District Co-ordination
Committee Sd/"
and
Choirmen, Rangamati Municipality
6. ', Tilak Chandra Chakma
@®resident, Headman's Association
and sS4 /-
Chairman, Naniarchar Upazilla
T ¥r. Charu Bikash Chakma
ex~-Chairman, Tribal Convention
and sd /-
Liember of the Rangamati Hill
Distrédt Co=-ordination Committee
8. }¥r. Jnenendu Bikash Chakma, Advocate

Member, Rangamati Hill District Co- sd /-
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9.

10-

11,

12.

14,

16,

15.

17.

18.

19.

20,
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WHftg and Designation- oismature

Dre Ao L. Dewan
Mcmber, Rengamati Hill sd/-

District Co-ordination Committe

¥r. Moni Swapan Dewan
liember, Rangamati Hill sd /-
Dpistrict Co-orxdination Committee

k1, Rupak Khisa

" Hember sd/-

Ranganati Co~ordination Comnmitlee

i, Kalyan Hitra Chakma

ex-General Secretary

Rangamati Government College sa/-
Students Union

kir. Arunendp Tripura

ex=General Secretary sd/-

Ranganati Government Gollege

¥r, Ching Kiu Reca=za
Lecturer sd/-
lahalchari College

M. Amrita Lal Chakma
ex-Chairman o sd/-
Balukhali Union Council

Lir. Bijoy Ketan Chakma sa/
Kalpataru Industries

}r. Tushar Kanti Dewan

Chairman sd/-
Kaokhali Upazilla Gemicil

Yr. Aswini Kumar Tripura
Commissionex sa/-

Rangemsti Municipality

Mr., Arun Prakash Chakma
Member sd/-
No. 1, Langadu Union Council

Mr. Harikrishna Chakma
(Major Bidyut) Chairman,

co-~ordination Committee
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