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- isterfor’ neariy twO_years now..

.| tions.
Them 59~year-old .career diplomat.

| Ho President Ershad.
b As Mr Chaudhury .proceeds to. ex-
= | plain this “unigie “relationship™, it is

THE TIMNES

CF IND/H#

Rockmg

"By S.DHARMARAJAN ",
The Times of Indla News Semce
.,DHAKA June 29

India’s. relations with-his cquniry
-of which-he has-been foreign mm-

-He' speaks of “wavy curves” gver a
depth of reiauons mm among ‘na-

whe learned diplomacy”and law=in
 Britain "and ‘the~ .S~ had _become
foretgn mmxsterafter a spell as ac]wser

obvious that.the depih with lintle risk.
.of running. ground have lapsed ‘into*
"history and that concern. ‘should be for .
the. rocking: waves.’ Perhaps: for thar
.reason tao, the minister whose bio-data
vefers. 1o~ him. as-a recipent -of 2

-+ Mahatma Gandhi peice prize 6fa U.S.
) university, claims to have sénsed a

shiver. in my’ spine s India air-

.| dropped relief supphes. Jucidentallyy
- the airdropping provoked foud protests -
-} by- those-who - consnstenlly Of- conmves
- memly perceivelndia- as. amgvers
- beanng and- 1mtableg:ant. :

The coptroversy over the relief sup-
phes has nowbeen pushed befiind and"
Mr Chaudhury . himself claimed that
SAARC had-overcome the sevére test
{arising from the epxsode) e :

Butan articulate section hias used the

. -| occasion. to point to theé continuing

danger of heing: situated a the=wrong -

-{ tip. of Indian.sensitivies:”. There is an.
- jurge to look eastward and not to be-
. obsessed. .with- thé. Somh -Asian e
. - hefitance:

~ In a widely- read: commeman Mr.
Sadig Khan in-the weekly “holiday™

“-fholds that “if India fails the-SAARC
.- spirit Bangladeshshali have no-opuion *

but “to teduce-its-multipolar external -

- J-oriemation: and -wheel around firmly:

towards the soutti-east:and. far east- for:
 stablé alignment. 10 prepare for the:
-AsiaPacific: century: in-the offing.™

_'Mare. significantfy he: goes. on- o

-'[-point cut- thar-Bangladesh grew uptin
Fthel geopohncal cradle of Bruish India-

»w:th Mcmories : o miedieval zreasing ;
?armdst West Asian’and; Cemal As:an
_relatiohs. - -

His Eugh tnme thab.Bangladsh.brpke
:,out of- 1he-mh|bmcm

-hodzons along- the-ladian: Oeean’ and'-

Pacaf i coast eastwan(l.,

its arms, Jap;m Has. Cut déep”insbads

P I T

Indo-Bangla ties

“Mr. Chaudhury, ThlS'WES before the Rs
- latest attack oa- the Indian high’tom-.

MR ) _.Humayun Rasheed
audhury prefers to use an-
ogeanic ‘metaphor :to.>-describe

I question: concemsencimgwhat he cails |

-* operations witl' Bangladesti forces in

In

th

P

c

“ British -times and- possibly is- akin-to P
that India’s north-sastern. ribes. like [} R
T

P

pr—

"Ccreants - werercrealing trouble.”
- [fthatis sor the unanswered question

- Nometheless?- natizeven.-the= most'
> severe detractors of India. wouldcialm.'
| any ‘under Ividian interference in” this "Chaudhuryshapped: “Ifanyone: coufd
“counitry where*Ching-supplies-most-of

| into--the-. eCOﬂO{nv-tand the U.5: has-
: 'obvmus political clot
- 1. The- “look T eastward™ pem:::puun.

4 based om: don’ts of SAARL. .

waves of

{ mission in Dhaka by a group of hood=
-_lums on the ground that some riflemen
* had been killed By: Indian guards. The
killing’ has been demed by, !ndlan
sGurces. -

a few issues o which he was keen -on
haulmg India over the.coals: The prime,

cross-border Insurgency. ‘The reférence
18 1o the Shanti Babini forces locked in

the siruggie for autendmy for Chakmas |
in-their. inbal land-in the. Chmagong
“hill- tract:-

. The . probiem dates back 10~ 1he

Mizos “and- . Nagas.’ Bangladesh T

“authorities had, however, no-'vse for
the Tndian approach of negotiated et~
- Hement with these tribes. Asked about
the- “prospect - of™- & - dialogue . Mrl
 Chaudhury-was blunt: *There are often

persons going about in. Dhaka claiming j | -~

something or the other. They can alsoi-

> Mr Chaudhury could, howeve; lise §

o

TUES DAY, ‘éwfza ;;-_g?, PREE [
' -

do the samé.” The Chakmas after att . :

are only one of the dozen ifibes in the
hill wract.-Alsohe cares. to. remind . the
‘Indian -visitors that the former leader]
-of the -Chakmas; Raja -Tridib Roy.!
_sided- with- Pakistan -during the libera-
“tion and was now Isiamabad‘s -an-)
~bassador 10 CArgentina. . =
_ln ‘other words. the authonues wam .
the Chakmas, who had ficd their mbai .
fand to.Tripura carmps of fighting,. 10
surrender and return home where,

according 1o reports a large number of |. {1

non-tribals had Been resettled. giving
fise to sociaf 1ension, though of course

the. goverament wanis everyoné tol.|

accept that things-are normal and-that:
only the “so-called: Shanti-Bahini mis-|

.is" why. several thousand - tribals have
left their. hes-ths and Hiomes | 1o live in-
rehef camps.tr 2 toreign country?

+ Mr Chaudhure.could, enly say that |,
"Shanu Bahini- forces arer preventing
the tribals fg-returtr and are’ trving to
-gnroil .them to- swell their depleting
_ranks.” - He claitns- that“still 4,500 of |-
‘them Have reterned: Of the 30.0000dd | -
India had’ lisied.- he: maintained—the.
-Bangfadesh acthoriijes had identified a |
lm!c-.rpverZ?'UOﬂ as bciangmg 3 mbal 1
areas.

selves. _The: Indian envoy did not join
the cond‘ucﬁ:d -tour fi-any. evenit if i
things..are~. 55" 'gogd~-the | -dispersed

- Chakmas would have gonehack-home, | :

_fsked :if. Tripura: 1nbal insirgents”
were getting;sheitér . Bamgladesh Mz

tell us where they are-we are prepared |

1é'caich:thém.and hand them. evt:rlo- T

Indiar authodities ™ :

" Ther -accept - was. “that}; ~while.

Bangfadesh omtspan was prepared to].
: des i

»He: ha& m.ut:d. heads of’ missions lru‘ :
Dbaka to-1see the conditions for'them- |-}

w.
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Ceawt
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From: Dr. Ramendu S. Dewan,

c/o Dr. H.D. Locksley, Department of Chemistry,
Salford University, Salford M5 4WT, England, U.K.

Date: 30 August, 1987

Sub: An appeal to save the Chakma and other tribes of the
Chittagong Hill Tracts from the total annihilation by
the Bangladesh Government.

Dear Brother, -

May I present to you the following information about the appalling
situation in the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) area of Bangladesh:

1. A statement made by Rev. Bimal Tishya Bhikkhu (a Buddhist monk from
the CHT) at the Conference of the United Nations Working Group on
Indigenous Populations on 4th August, 1987,

2. An appeal letter sent by Mr. John Vanderveken, the General
Secretary of the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions
(ICFTU), to Gen. Hossain Mohammad Ershad, the President of
Bangladesh, on July 27, 1987.

3. A report, "50,000 flee secret war in Bangladesh", from the Toronto
Star of May 24, 1987.
L. An article, "End in sight to Chakma question", from the Times of
India of June 29, 1987.
5. A piece, "Rocking waves of Indo-Bangla ties", from the Times of
India of June 30, 1987.
6. 4 report, "Tripura bid to tackle Chakmas", from the Times of India
o - of July 4, 1987. -
7. " An article, “Chakmas step up war for existence", from the Times of
- India of July 27, 1987. '
8. - A news, “"Doordarshan is *biased’: Dhaka", from the Times of India
_ of July, 1987.
9. A piece, “"Chakmas take heart from Lanka accord", from the Times of

India of August 2, 1987. :
A. AN APPEAL TO THE UNITED NATIONS WORKING GROUP ON INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS -

Rev. Bimal Tishya Bhikkhu was able to attend the Conference of the
U.N. Working Group on Indigenous Populations this year with the geherous
help of the Anti-Slavery Society, International Work Group for Indigenous
Affairs, Workgroup for Indigenous Pecoples and a Belgian human rights group.
He gave the Working Group a vivid description of horrible atrocities that
he witnessed for many years. Speaking from his personal experience he told
the Conference that "The Bangladesh 8ecurity forces and Bengali settlers
attacked 35 villages in Dighinala Upazilla from 13 to 15 June, 1986, About
250 tribal people, mostly children, women and old people died during this
attack, On 13 June, 1986, Bengali settlers, with the support of the
Bangladesh armed forces, raided my orphanage at Boalkhali in Dighinala ,
Upazilla. My orphanage housed some 300 orphans of 5 to 12 years old. More
than 100 of them are missing since the raid. 154 orphans managed to escape
to the Indian State of Tripura where they have been given shelter in the
refugee camps™. Rev, Bimal Tishya Bhikkhu earnestly appealed to the Working
Group to persuade the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities to send a rapporteur to the CHT to investigate the
¥genocide of the tribal people that is taking place in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts and to persuade the Bangladesh Government to stop these atrocities®.

B. REFUGEE SITUATION
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refugees have taken refuge in the Tripura State of India. The benevolent
Governments of India and Tripura have given them shelter omn humanitarian
grounds and they are spending crores of rupees to save the lives of these
Jumma (the people of the CHT) refugees. Although they are causing a serious
strain on the economy of India, the Government of India will not repatriate
them against their will. Mr. I.P. Gupta, the Additional Secretary in the
Union Home Ministry, bas reiterated the humanitarian stand of India on the
Jumma refugee issue in his recent statement which I quote, "¥e can't compel
them to go back. They can't be pushed back. Unless they are willing to go,
nothing can be done".

The Indian Government has also been trying for a political solution
to the Jumma refugee problem. For example, the District Magistrate of
South Tripura {India) suggested to his counterpart of the Khagrachari
District in Bangladesh that the refugee leaders should be accompanied by
Indian officials, journalists and representatives of human rights agencies
during their visit to their ancestral villages to study the situation there,
as the refugee leaders feared to go to Bangladesh on their own. The Chief
Secretary of Tripura, Mr. N.P. Nawani, has confirmed that the Bangladesh
Government is willing to allow only the refugee leaders to go to their home-
land ‘and to see the condition there for themselves. The Bangladesh Govern-
ment's refusal to allow the observer groups to accompany the refugee leaders
proves that the situation in the CHT is not safe for the return of the Jumma
refugees to their homeland. It often accuses the Indian Government of
preventing the return of the tribal refugees in order to cover up its
failure to normalise the situation in the area. So the Tripura Chief
Minister, Mr. Nripen Chakrabarty, had to take the trouble to explain the
“actual causes of the problem, He told the press, "We are not interested in
keeping the refugees in Tripura but it was now for Bangladesh to create
confidence in the Chakmas to facilitate their return to the Chittagong Hill
Tracts",

The Bangladeshi regime has, in fact, done nothing to create a mormal
climate in the CHT for the return of the Jumma refugees to their own homes.
It has no intention to remove the Bengali settlers from tribal villages
nor has it will to withdraw its armed forces from the region. On the other
hand the Government of Bangladesh is resettling more and more members of
the majority community of Bangladesh in the tribal villages. The Jumma
refugees will be in great danger if these two oppressive agencies of the
Bangladesh Government are not removed from the CHT before their resyatria-
tion commences. Moreover their rehabilitation cannot be carried out unless
their villages and farmlands are vacated by the Bengali settlers. The
Bangladesh Government often says that it is willing to repatriate the Jumma
refugees and that it will rehabilitate them in their native villages. These
statements are nothing but misleading propaganda. The Government of
Bangladesh is still reluctant to recognise all the Jumma refugees now
camped in Tripura as genuine Bangladeshis. It is, perhaps, worth-noting
that Jumma refugees were repatriated in 1979, 1981 and 1986 but they were
never rehabilitated. On the other hand the refugees were tortured, raped
and starved. -So we believe that the Bangladeshi regime will never rehabi-
litate the present refugees at all. The safe return of the refugees and
their proper rehabilitation can be ensured if the following effective
measures are implemented: :

1. Removal of non-tribal settlers from the CHT.

2. Withdrawal of all Bangladesh armed forces including the non-tribal
police force from the CHT.

3. Re-establishment of the'Chittagong Hill Tracts Police Force according
to the Chittagong Hill Tracts Regulation of 1900.

L, Implementation of the refugee rehabilitation programme under the
auspices of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the
International Committee of REed Cross. )
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5. Adequate financial help for the rehabilitation of Jumma réfugees in
their ,ancestral villages and on their farmlands. ‘ :

6. Inquiry into Matiranga, Lakhmichari, Panéhari, Khagrachari, Dighinala
and Ranjan Moni Karbari Para massacres under the “auspices of the UNO .
or a group of human rights organizations.

C. THE INTERVENTION OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITf

It is very inspiring to see that the compassionate international
community is intervening in the crisis of the CHT. For instance, Mr. John
Vanderveken, the General Secretary of the International Confederation of
Free Trade Unions (ICFTU), strongly protested to Gen. Hossain Mohammad
krshad, the miltary leader of Bangladesh, against the inhuman atrocities
perpetrated by the Bangladesh security forces on the people of the CHT. He
pointed out to the Bangladeshi ruler that his govermment failed.to implement
- some essential provisions of the ILO Convention No. 107 on the Protection
and Integration of Indigenous and Tribal Populations which Bangladesh
ratified in 1972. Mr. Vanderveken also took exception of the Bangladesh
Government Representative's remark at the 1987 International Labour Con-
ference that "“there is no substance behind the allegations of massacres of
the tribal population in the Chittagong Hill Tracts". Citing many examples
of the Bangladesh Army violence against the innocent tribal people, he
asked the General whether any military or civilian judicial authority had
investigated those events or not and also what actions were taken against
those army personnel who were responsible for the genocidal crimes. Mr.
Vanderveken believed that the Bangladesh Government violated Yuniversally-
agreed international standards, such as the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights (which) guarantees everyone the right to life, freedom and security
of the person (Art. 3), protection against torture or cruel, inhuman or
degrading punishment (Art, 6), and the right to immunity from arbitrary
arrest or detention (Art. 9)n.

It is, perhaps, important to note that a Representative of the ILO
went to the CHT to study the situation in the area for himself. But the
Bangladeshi regime did not permit him to visit any place beyond Rangamati,
the capital of the CHT, nor did it allow him to talk to any Jumma people
privately. Clearly the Bangladesh Government fears that if its monstrous
-genocidal crimes in the CHT are exposed to the civilized world then the
international community will take strong measures against Bangladesh.

D. CONCLUSION

The Jumma refugees now under the care of the Governments of India and
Tripura need more relief supplies and educational facilities. They depend
on the help of the international community for their survival. I shall be
most grateful to you i1f you would kindly help the refugees until their safe
return to their homeland is fully guaranteed. '

The CHT is now just like a closed-door slaughter house. Neither human
rights groups nor journalists are allowed to visit the areas where the
Bangladesh armed forces and Bengali settlers are committing genocide of the
Jumma people. I believe the international community has the power to open
up the CHT to the press, human rights groups and humanitarian crganizations.
I fervently appeal to you to send an inquiry commission under the auspices
of the UNC or a group of human rights organizations to the CHT to investigate
the inhuman atrocities committed by the Bangladesh Government. I, on behalf
of the CHT people, would like to thank you for your great kindness and extra-
ordinary help. With my best regards.

To Yours sincerely

Dr. Rudolph C. Ryser, .
The €hairman of the Center for World Indigemoqus Studies, {ﬁ%&b&ulﬁAﬁééé
P.0. Box 82038, Kenmore, Washimgton 98028,

U.5.A. ,
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