From Dr. R.S. Dewan,
C/o Dr. H.D. Locksley, Dept, of Chemistry,
Salford University, Salford M5 4WT, England.

Date: 19 Oct. 1984

Sub: An appeal to save the Chakma and other tribes of the Chittagong
Hill Tracts from the total annihilation by the Bangladesh Govt,
Dear Friend,

May I present to you the fellowing evidence about the massacre of the
indigenous nationalities of the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) by the Bangladesgh
armed forces and the Bengali settlers. '

1. A copy of the article, entitled "Buddhist tribe slaughtered in jungle

genocide", from the Sunday Times of 14 October 1984,

Mr, Simon Winchester has brought the plight of the people of the CHT

to light'although YGeneral Ershad's government prefers the region to remain
unknown, since for the past 10 years a vicious little war has been raging out
of control? Recently he Journeyed into the CHT and met "Chakmas - both
Buddhist monks, men of total peace, and members of the guerrilla army, the
so-called Shanti Bahini - as well as government officials, police and
soldiers." Mr., Charu Bikash Chakma, a tribal leader, told him - "Thousands

of lives have been sacrificed in the violence that hzs come about as a result
of the government importing thousands of new Bengali settlers....There is
turmoil, chaos, confusion, a total collapse of law and order, widespread fear
and terror. There have been the most awful massacres. Thousands of refugees
have been forced to flee over the border 1nto India, and the Indian autho-
rities have pushed them back again."

The anti-tribal policy of the Bangladesh Government is fully respon-
sible for the tragic situation in the CHT. For example, the government is
employing every means to eliminate the indigenous people on the one hand and
-settling the outsider Bengalis on their farm lands on the other, The armed
forces on the order of the government massacred the sedentary plough-land
farmers, burnt down their -villages, put thousands of them into concentration
camps, and pushed tens of thousands of them into India and Burma. The people
of the CHT appealed to the successive governments of Bangladesh for political
solution of the CHT crisis. But the government turned a deaf ear to their

—appeals-and resorted to more violence. Then the tribal people had no other

alternative but to form the Shanti Bahini to protect their people and also

~ their traditional homeland from the Bengalis invasion.
The people of the CHT need your help in their legitimate struggle for
rights to live in their own homeland.

To Yours sincerely
Rudolph C. Ryser Esq., : i
Chairman, Center fgr: World Indigenous Studies, éilﬁﬂﬂ&#&ﬂéi
P.0. Box 911, Snoqualmie, Washington 98065, ////,/,,,7

U.S.A.
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Buddh&s@ tribe slaughtered in

® When Princess Anne visits
Bangladesh in nine days’ time
as president of the Save the
Children Fund, she will be
kept well away from the far
south-east, along the border
““with-——Burma -—and---
General Ershad’s government
prefers the region fo remain
unknown, since for the past 1{
years a vicious little war has
been raging oot of control,
SIMON. = WINCHESTER
reports. T

THE jungle hills secmed to
spread for ever in folds of green,
the peaks touched with mist, the
valleys roaring- with brown
rivers in perpetual flood, Huge
tcak trees ” rose, - dark and
seniinel-like, out of the impenc-
trable cover of rain forest. A
wisp of blue smoke toid of a

village hidden in the green
depths,
Then, from behind, there

came the soft thudding of rotor
blades, and- an elderly khaki
helicopter, Russian-made; but
bearing the insignia of - the
Bangladesh Air Force, lumbered

overhead, flying low. 1i made a’

pass down a’ river -valley,

breasted the ridge ahead, and-’
-----disappeared: -

Moments-—later
there was a rattle of automatic
gunfire, and flocks of birds rose,
screaming inte the sky. -

There was another burst of
fire, and perhaps the crack of a
rifle; and then the helicopter
climbed and headed over us,
back to its base.

That evening there was

protably a press release, which
the local newspapers would
Jhave been obliged 1o publish.
“*Misguided elements and ban-
dits in the "Chittagong Hill
Tracts it would have said,.
“attacked members of the
armed forces on routine patrol
near Rangamati yesterday. But
military commanders pledged
that thcy would redouble their
efforts {10 ; hunt’ down the
mlscreants

1

The Bang]adesh arrny hasl

been promising 1o ‘redouble its

efforts for almost 10 years, but-

10 no apparent avail. In the ugly -

India. - |

_destroyed.

- Mongoloid -~

A p T

[

the “Bengal Tlgers

ln.tle war, fought over a hosule

country of snakes and leeches,
~unbearable heat and monsoans,

thousands have died. One
soldier is now killed on average
every week, two tribesmen
every day, and scores are
injured and maimed and have
their homes and belongings
Survival  Inter-
national, the London-based
charity that tries to bring such
miseries 1o worldwide attention,

reckons 185,000 have died in a‘

war of w]'uch few outside
Bangladesh know anything.

There are charges of genocide
levelled against the Bangladesh
government, charges, supported
by Survival's research, that

Bengali Muslims are bent on thé,

destruction of the native peop-
les of the Hilt-

gentle. Chakma tribe;
Aappearance
faith  disturb.

whose

Buddhist..

purity of east Bengal. -
The government demes this

Brahmaputra

Buddhlst monks have been among these held without trial,
tortured and killed in the war between Shanti Bahini
guerrillas and soldiers of the army 's 24th mfantry du'lsmn,

Tracts "~
particularly members of the;

and™
the™
otherwise” ethaic and rehglous

it i's 'pursu_i.rigj, it says, a pérf"'ecl!y
reasonable policy of seu]ing the

“Hill Tracts with” people = yes,
Bengalis and Muslims, it is true .

= who are currenily conf'ned to
the crowded river plains of the
Ganges and the Brahmaputra,
That certain misguided .

‘elements of the Chakma have

decided 10 try fo prevent what"
they. misguidedly, believe to be
the  wholesale destrucuon of
their culture is, the governmcnt
says, regrettable - :

‘Last week, 1’ Joumeycd lnlo
the Hill Tracts. I met Chakmas
= both Buddhist monks, men of
lotal peace; and membcrs of the ..
guernilla " army, the _sofcalled
Shanti  Bahint — as well
government . officials, pollce
and soldiers. All expressed their
dCJEClEOﬂ at a'conflict which, far .
froni nedring an cnd, appears o
be getting more vicious.” i .

The Chittagong Hill* Tracls
have long been regarded as a

.spccnal part_of the. Indijan ‘sub-
© conlinent.”

Diffieult” 10 ‘reach,
and home to tribal pebples who .

obviously “In (
1o~ the- west;~they ~have~becn

tial)”

) 2
were 1solated from therr more’
“Indian™ neighbours

singled oul by successive rulers
for special treatment.

The ' British  are ‘generally.
accepled to have ruled in the
most benign. and enlightencd
fashion: in. 1900 they passed
Jaws giving the Chakma people:
of the Hill Tracts consnderab]e —
local aulonomy Forty ycars
later. though, the British made’'a
tragic error; in the dealing 1hat
accompamcd the delineation of
tha border beiween the 1wo new
nations of India and Pakistan,
the Buddhist Hill Tracts were
handed over. not 1o the secular,
democratic India, hut to mar-
theocratic  Pakistan - a
decision thal contained all the

seeds. of today's conilict, and
‘one” {roim which the. B]![]Sh
: Sll'i'lply walked away., L
Until 1971 the problem i uly
was, minor: - small  demon-
strations.. occasional ripts- in

" Chittagong. but: Very rale!y a
killing;- Theé' Chakma .who are”




rigmallv f'rom northern Thl-

ind. have no martial tradition;:

wt since 1971 and-i hE"FUT‘]TT*U“EI‘Wb‘UTd‘CrTnTU'nﬂTH’

on of the state of Bangladesh,

he Chakma people lhcmse]vcs

ave come under conceried
sszult from the Bengalis.

“There 15 great bloodshed
cre in the Hill. Tracts, and -

ardly anyone outside knows

bout i’
‘hakma,

said Charu Bikash
onc of the -
1 Rangamali. the
capital™.
14, speaks perfect English (his
1ildren are called Dorothy and
cnjamin: “his brother s a

oclor in Birmingham). and his

mily are devout Buddhists,
“Thousands of lives

tousands “of " new Bengali-
stters™, he said. “There is
:rmm] chaos, confusion, a

nal collapse of law and order
idespread fear and  terror.

hcrc here Have bcen lhe most awful -,

tribal.”
:aders, who fives in a tin house'.

. Tracty™.
He, like most Chak-

have
een sacrificed in the violence
131 has come about as 4 resull -
fthe govc:nmcnl imperting -

massacrcs. Thousands of” refu—

gees have been foreed 107 fee-

the Indian authorities
pushed them back again.”

have

There have been innumerable -

allegations that the settlemnent
of 200.600 Bengalis in the
Tracts has been accompanied
by C\lraordmary violence: - the
UN was piven documentation
International and a London-
Socicly, have proffcrcd
own allegauons

Savs Survival 1n a new hook,
Gcnomde tn Bangladesh, that
“tens of, [housands of innocent
iribal men, women and children
have been murdered:. 12.000-
15.060 tribal people have heen
detained without trial. tortured
and some of them killed.”

Whole ~ villages
“created for Bengalis, who make
up over 453% of the Tracts'
population {whereas in 193]
there were 10 Buddhist tribals

been, pcrhaps rnewtably lerror—
fsm. s

The. Shanu Bahlm

by the. Soviet..Union; has

supp!y roules.

Uast Jan ary
audacious "dct yc&

1n Cits
it caplure

near Rangamal Shcll pald $l

-amd— i theFracts;
-~ The

last August. and hoth Survival

bascd charity, the Anti- Slavery

have heen.
_ lruusnce.

for every Bengali Muslim). The
response Lo such settléments has: .

formcd:"
nearly a decade ago and armed:-
by the Indians apd. it appears, -

become a credible and ‘ruthless.
fighting force. It raids banks and:
Bengali settlements, attacks 1he..
army, and blows up, mlhtary_'_.,

most'

‘thiee Shell bi! company seismic.
surveyors at’ a jungle outpost.

10 gcl lhcm hack - and lhcnv:

abandoncd its exploranon work

1 extremists: whose:

tried in
secret

~by-Mary Anime Weaver
Chandigarh

THREE schral courts“ip "\c
Indian stale of the Pun;al} h¢£vc
begun sccrct lrtals“hl Sikh

bcmg kepl
pr;sonerq relatives

Hundrcds af armed SCOU;
men- f‘rom _lhc ‘cenfral po’tgce
rcscrve guard the courts}

ated
bemg, heard. These courls come
under the dracomian “lerronist .
affected  areas  act™  hasuly
passed : by.. the Ncw-'~"- Dcih‘g:’
parlament in Iuly ‘ -
Under the act. the identity of |
wilnesses_need not he fevealed,
.ang the;

“been- . b
defendanis; are presumed guitty
Cintil provcd innocenty = The

accused are permitied | dunsel
hut the; Iawycrs do nét, ki

‘prectsely who  the
defending P’i’nmdnw Hidges Gifl

army’s  entite  24th
mﬂmlry division. the “Bengal
Tigers™. under the command of
Major-Gcncral Noor Hddin
Khan. i§ deployed in the Tracts,
With parartititarics and police,
there afe by Survival's reckan-
fng I"OOOO governmenti men
under arms“in the area, There
are also- -vigilante groups of

- settlers afmed by the govern-
Aheir e

~guernlias cortinue the fight, -

“Against- these odds, the

“One Teason. naturally, is
that they are accepted every-
where by the local iribals. ™
western diplomat esplained m
Dacca, the capital of Bangla-
desh. “The Chakma and the
other 1} iribal groups heligve,
with, some reason. that they arc
the victims nf a lcrrlb!e

“But the sinster thmg now 15
the ‘way thé" ‘big” powefs are”
bn.commg - involved . THe
Soviets. whe_have a ]wg; and
otherwise utterfy uscless consul-
al¢ ‘in Chittagong - 10 people,
officially there to deal with

shipping, and vyet they only get
‘one ship in port every month —

help the Shant Bahini. So do
1hé ‘Indians. The, Chmese help

the Indian d1551dem groups. Sp

do the Amcncans [t is a mess
out lherc bc]lcve me, “But 'what

- this rca[]y means s that the

fightifg will g6 on’and on. No

ong; will “win_ or lose, but an

rwiiil: Tof of people. will. ‘die.

It. rcally lS a |

‘pending  before the

pétitioned the  ce

Soldiers and gucrrillas, Bcngalis_' ﬁd-
‘and” Chakmas.
classnc nozwin satuauo

“chifdren..

under the control of central
governmenl rather than 1the.
high court. Bail 1s inadmissahle.
Definition of  thé  word
“errorist™ 1s wide.

Only 25 of 377 cases tow
Jalandhar
court nvolve “anti- national
activity”. The rest are mosily
petty offences under the Arims
Act. or murders over Iand_
holdings. :

Qutside the fetid central jail

in Nabha, 25 miles from
Patiala's  special court, 100
famulies watt with 1two dozen
lawyers on  Tuesdays and
Thursdays. visiting days, for
news of arrested relatives.

“We just don’t hnow™, said a

leading Sikh advocate. Curdar~=‘
shan Singh Grewal.“Even now,
parents arg syfl commg {0, mé
~and._thcy don

gov
ment. ifie state govcrnrnenl an
the army.” We . want chalg -
sht,els “But they just will not tell -
us . .. never has there heen such -
an [nﬁmgcmcm of judicial and-
human  liberties m- 1nqu
history.™ P

The tnals are wlng COI’-dl
‘led four njonths after the army's -
Ainvasion of the Golden Temple"
complex in Antritsar, to clear
ot Sikh extremisis; Thousands &
weie arrested.<Afl are presumed
Lo ha»e bec) nlelrogalcd yel
heu,ge sth_:ls have yet been 3
;7 1e,is mot, C]car Jow the'

émple’




