From Dr. Ramendu S. Dewan,
c¢/o Dr, H.D. Locksley, Dept. of Chemistry,
Salford Un;versity, Salford M5 4WT, England.

‘ bate: 3lst July 1986

Sub: An appeal to save the Chakma and other tribes of the
Chittagong Hill Tracts from the total annihilation by
the Bangladesh Government.

Degar Brother,
May I present to you the following documents regarding the refugees
who have sought refuge in the Tripura State of India.

i. A copy of the Survival International Urgent Action Bulletin Update,
UAB/BAN/1C/JUN/1986 under the heading, "Chittagong Hill Tracts:
More Refugees".

Ze A letter written by Mr. Stephen Corry, the Director of Survival
Internaticonal, to General Ershad of Bangladesh on 3%0th June 1986.
3. A letter sent by Mr. Stephen Corry, the Director of Survival

International, to Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, the Prime Minister of India,
on 4 June 1986.

4, An article, "Nripen's plea to Centre: refugee influx", from the
Times of India of June 22, 1986.

5. A report, "BSF outposts in Tripura alerted", from the Telegraph
(India) of 22 June 1986.

6. An editorial article, "On India's Plate', from the Statesman
Weekly (India) of 19 July 1986.

7. A piece, "Tribes flee torture in hills", from the Observer (London)

of 20 July 1986.

On the orders of the top military leaders of Bangladesh, Col.
Golam Helal Morshed Khan (Brigade Commander, 203 Brigade, Bangladesh Army,
Khagrachari), Lt. Col. Ismat Ahmad Choudhury (19 East Bengal Regiment,
Zonal Commander, Panchari Zone), Major Shajahan (19 East Bengal Regiment,
Second in Command, Panchari Zone), and Mr. Golam Sarwar (Deputy Commi-
ssioner of the Khagrachari District) organised the Matiranga-Panchari-
Khagrachari massacres on 30th April and 1st May 1986. Then they carried
out genocidal campaign in the Dighinala Upazilla (Sub-District) in May and
June 1986. As a consegquence, some 500 unarmed indigenous people mostly
old men, women and children were murdered, over 60 villages were burnt,
many Hindu and Buddhist temples %ere desecrated and destroyed, atleast 10
Buddhist monks were killed, properties were looted, many women were
abducted, raped and forcibly converted to Islam, more than 60,000 people
were made homeless, over 25,000 refugees have sought refuge in the Tripura
State of India, another 20,000 or so refugees are trying to seek shelter
in the Tripura State. They have lost their homes, lands and properties,
and their villages and farmlands are being appropriated by the Bengali
settlers.,

The Government of India have kindly lodged 11,120 refugees at
Korbuk, 3840 at Silachari, 7460 at Thakumbari, 1076 at Nutan Bazar by 2nd
July 1986. Other refugees have taken shelter in the areas of Bhagabantilla,
Jaleiya and Raisyabari. More and more refugees are entering Tripura every
day as the Bangladesh Government's genocidal activities are continuing
unabated. The Bangladeshi regime is depopulating the Chittagong Hill
Tracts (CHT) systematically in order to repopulate the region with the
majority community of Bangladesh as part of its its programme to Islamise
the CHT, the traditional homeland of 12 tribes. These refugees need food,
clothes and medicine. They are totally dependent on the help and kindness
0f the international community.

Evidently the Bangladeshi military junta is reluctant to repatriate
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these evacuees as it has deliberately pushed them out of their ancestral
homeland, Even if the Bangladeshi regime is forced by the international
community to take back the refugees, it will not rehabilitate them in
their native villages and it will certainly abandom them just after their
repatriation. For example, as a result of the government-directed Beltali
Belchari-Banraibari and Telafang-Ashalong-Gurangapara-Tabalchari-Barnala
massacres in 1981, some 18,000 refugees sought refuge in the Tripura State
of India. But the Bangladesh Government denied that they were from the
CHT. However, international pressure compelled it to repatriate them. It
is, perhaps, note-worthy that the Government of Bangladesh gave assurance
to the refugees that they would be provided with adeguate financial help
and security for their rehabilitation in their own villages. After their
repatriation at the border, the evacuees were given an equivalent of TUSE8
per family and then they were abandoned by the hostile Bengali officers.
They could not return to their villages because their villages and farm
lands had already been appropriated by the invading settlers.. Their fates
are still unknown, It is feared that many of them dfed of starvation and
diseases.

The Bangladesh Government and the Bengali settlers are fundamentally
hostile to the indigenous people. So the refugees fear to go back to the
scimitars and guns of the Bangladesh armed forces, They have no faith in
the Bangladesh Government., They are willing to go back to the CHT if the
Bangladeshi regime undertakes to implement the following measures which
are deemed absolutely necessary for their existence.

1. Removal of the non-tribal settlers from the Refugees' villages and
farmlands.

2. Withdrawal of the military and paramilitary forces from the Refugees'
areas.,

3. Adequate financial help for the rehabilitation of the Refugees in
their native villages.

4, Supervision of the Refugee rehabilitation programme under the
auspices of the UNO or any neutral and humane countries.

5. Security for the lives and properties of the Refugees.

6. Inguiry into the Matiranga-Panchari-Khagrachari-Dighinala massacres

under the auspices of the UNO or a group of human rights agencies.

If the refugees are deported and the congenial situation for their
repatriation is not restored by taking the said measures, then they will
certainly face the prospects of death, torture, rape, starvation and
forcible conversion to Islam in the concentration camps, ILife in the
concentration camps under the Bangladesh security forces is so horrifying
that when the Bangladesh Government decided to set up another concentration
camp at Ghagra (12 miles west of Rangamati) the local people simply fled
to other areas. Survival International, on behalf of the CHT refugees,has
appealed to the Indian Government not to return the refugees to Bangladesh.
At the same time it has also urged the military leader of Bangladesh to
stop genocidal activities against the defenceless indigenous population in
the CHT. Over and above, Survival International has requested General
‘Ershad of Bangladesh to investigate the massacres of the tribal people and
to bring the culprits to trial.

I appeal fervently to you to save the lives of the refugees until
the CHT problem is justly resolved and the birth-rights of the Jumma
people (the CHT people) are fully re-established.

With my best regards,

To Yours sincerely

Mr. Rudolph C. Ryser, - éﬁiﬁb¢n&A¢éLM
Chairman of the Center for World Indigenous Studies,

P.O. Box 911, Snoqualmie, ] -'""’”’ﬂj;7

Washington 98065, U.S.A.
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ETEFHEN OCREY

Dear General Ershad,

Survival International has been extremely concerned by the latest reports
issuing from the Chittagong Hill Tracts of eastern Bangladesh. From a

‘compilaticn of perscnal accounts, refugee reports and from media coverage,

it seems that the Bangladesh armed forces have been stepplng up
congiderably their operations in the northern part of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts, whlle corresponding incresses in armed attacks have also been
carried out by the Shantl Bahini,

As you are well aware, the escalation in the armed conflict is having a
terrible effect on the civilian population of the region, While Bangladesh
presa sources recount the killing of settlers and the hurried evacuation of
thousands of recently settled peoples, other sources have provided detalled
information of several thousand tribal refugees who have fled the area and
who are seeking refuge in India,

Of particular concern to Survival International are the repeated reports
recelved by us of serious viclations of human rights committed by the armed
forces of Bangladesh againat the tribal villagera of the regilon. These
reports detall such gross viclations of human rights as torture, rape, the
burning of communities and pillage. Many of these slleged offences have
apparently been assoclated with army sweeps through trihal <ﬁHHmmmm. which
intensified in the Khagracharl area last aonn?

We urge that you take immediate steps to have these excesses inveatigated
and that those responaible are brought to trial.

Survival International has welcomed the attempts made by the Bangladesh
Government to enter into negotiations with the Shantl Bahini in order to '
end the conflict in the region. We urge, however, that the Bangladesh

Government simultaneocusly takes concrete steps to address the grievances of

the tribal peoples of the region. In particular, we believe that a full and

Jjust settlment of the problems in the Chittagong Hill tracts cannot be

achieved untll the Goverament makes full recognition of the tribal peoples’
cuatomary land rights in accordance with Iaternational Law,

REGUTEAED CHARTTT Ha. 207444
UMECOBOCHNGO EEC-HOQ

GIRG BANK No, Sdesd

As a signatory of the International Labour Organisation's Convention l07 .
Tribal and Indigenous Populationa, Bangladesh has undertaken to recognise
the right of tribal peoples to the collective and individual ownership of
the lands they traditionally occupy (Article 11). Reportms received by
Survival International indicate that this priociple has been persistently
violated in recent years, notably through the Government promoted
annexation of tribel lands and their settlement with lowlander Bengalis.

Survival International urges the suspenaion of this resettlement programm
and the promotion of comprehensive legislation that gives full
acknowledgement to the rights of the tribal peoples of Bangladesh to thei
traditional landa.

We look forward to hearing how you plan to deal with this matter,

yours sincerely

Stephen Corry
Director '

International Labour Office




SURVIVAL
INTERNATTONAL

FOR THE RIGHTS OF THREATENED TRIBAL PEOPLES
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The PM Segretariat _ : : ENGLAND

South Block TELEPHONE: 0+-839 3267
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INDIA

4 June 1986 PRESIDENT:
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TRIBAL REFUGEES IN TRIPURA AND MIZORAM DIRECTOR:

STEFHEN CORRY

Dear Prime Minister,

Survival International is a human rights organisation, with
consultative status as an NGO at the UN and EEC human rights
commissions and special listing with the ILO, which defends the
rights of threatened tribal peoples to survival, self.
determination and the use and ownership of their traditional
lands,

We have been very concerned by recent reports which allege that
the Indian Border Security Forces (BSF) have been forcibly
preventing refugees, fleeing from the Chittagong Hill Tracts in
eastern Bangladesh, from entering the Indian states of Tripura
and Mizoram. Some reports have aven alleged the torture of
tribal peoples at the hands of the BSF to persuade them to
return to Bangladesh. :

We respectfully urge that you have this matter looked into and
seek to ensure that the authorities in Tripura and Mizoram
provide 'a just and humane treatment to the refugees in
accordance with the stipulations of the United Nations
Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees.

In particular we would draw your attention to Article 33.1 of
the Convention, which reads:

'No Contracting State shall expel or return a refugee in any
“manner whatsoever to the frontiers of territories where his
life or freedom would be threatened 'on account of race,
religion, nationality, membership of a particular socilal
group' or political gpinion.’ -

While we are aware that Indla is not actually a signatory of
this Convention, we urge that its humane terms are nonetheless
observed and hope that you will take steps to involve the
compatent authorities at the United Wations High Commission For
Refugees in adminlstering aid to these unfortunate refugeeas

REGISTERED CHARITT No. 36744
UNECOSOCY NGO EEC-NGO

GIRO BANT Ho. 5984404
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and twelve thousand people. .

We look forward to learning how you plan to deal with this
matter, :

yours sincerely

Stephen Corry
Director
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THE TELEGRALH (1ndip)

- Agartala, June 21 {(PT1): All BSF
outposts along South Tripura’s
100-ksm-long border steetch with
Bungladesh's Chittagong Hill
Tructs huve béen put on mux-
imum alert following heavy ex-
change of fire between the RSF
and Hangladesh security person-
nel yesterday, -
Horder intelligence sources
said Bangladesh had deployed
its Army in all the border posi-
tions while the BSF has also
reinforced its deployment alony
the sensitive south Tripura
border.
. Nearly 16,000 tribal refugces
. from Bangladesh's Chittugong
Hill Tracts have entered Seuh
o ‘Iripura since April 30 to escape
reprisals from Bangladesh secur-
ity forces and plains reseutlers,
Over 20,000 refupees are mnoy-
g near the border in a desper-
ate bid to slip inte Tripura.
Severa! groups of such refugees
, trying to enter south Tripura
| hive been pushed back by BS¥
i putrols vperating under instrue.
; tion 1o resist any largescale in-
! flux at_the point of entry.
| The BSF has stepped up sur.
|
|

veillance on the 122-km Cachar-
Kurimganj border with Bang.
ludesh to curb buth infiltratjon
from Bangladesh into Assam and
. trans-border smuggling, the de-
i puty inspector general, BSY, Tri.
} ! pura-Cachar-Miioram sector, Mr
' B.M. Bhattacharjes, said in Si)-
. « ¢har., '

i

IBSF outpostsin -
Tripura alerted

SUNDAY, 22 JUNE (4 86, pase ¢

Mr Bhattacharjee told news-
men at the ASY battalion hea-
quitrters today thar the average
distance between border out-
posts in these districts hod been
further reduced 1o four km for
elfective vigilance and mobile
patrolling,

He said a total of 517 Bung-
ladeshis, who bad sneuked
across the border of the rwo
districts during January to May,
had promptly been pushed back.

The number of refugens
pushed back last year from rthese
districts stood at 1,099, as
against 583 in 1984, Mr Bhac-
tucharjee said the BSF had
seized smuggled poods worth Ry
22,65 lakhs last vear. The
atnount of contraband sejzed
during the lirst five months of
the year wiis Ry 1481 lakhs.

Mr Bl tacharjee, who is now
on it visit w forward postions in
the two districts, said a proposal
lor deploying speedboars itlong
the border rivers of the Kushiarsy,
and Baruk for river pacrolling
wits under consideration,

Flag meeting: A flag meeting
between the BSF and Bang.
ladesh Rifles at the local com-
mander's level iy on ot
Raisyabari in south Tyipuva,
The commander of Raisyabari
hid already lodged a protest
against “unprovoked firing™ Ly
the” BDR and. the Banpgladesh
Army jointly on BSF Fipis,
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| ON INDIA'S PLATE

It is not very surprising that
the .settlement -in Mizoram
seems to have coinecided with
a fresh spurt of official perse-
cution of the Chakma. Boh.
mong and Maung tribes in
Bangladesh’'s Chittagong Hill
Tracts. About 20.444 Chakma
refugees have fled to Tripura
in the last month and a half,
and reports suggest that more
victims of ethnic and religious
intolerance are expected in the
near future. The connexion
between their plight and the
activities of Mizo rebels is nof
so far-fetched. The Mizo Na-
tional Front was seen as the
reverse of the Shanti Bahini:
if. as a resulf of the New Delhi
agreements, the Mizo rebels
voluntarily wind wup their
guerrilla camps in Bangladesh,
the authorities in Dhaka might
arguably seek to compensate
for the loss of leverage
through renewed reprisals
against the Buddhist minority
which is thought to enjoy
Indian support. Evidence of
this already happening, as well

as the likelihood that tradi- |
tional animosity might: prompt
Mr Laldeniga to revive the de-
mand for abolition of the
Chakma district councils. sug-
gest that New Delhi might
have to review its thinking on
this particular- refugee- _prob
lem. There can he no guestion
of not sympathizing with the
sufferings - of ° Bangladesh’s
microscopic Buddhist commuy:
nity, buf the impact on the
north-east’s " already - complex
demographic -problems may
also have to be taken into ac-
count. - :

The situation is most acute
in Tripura where, as Mr Nri-
pen Chakraborty has already
pointed out, the social and )
economic burden of refugees
can only exacerbate ‘existing
political tension. It is argued
that the Tripura Upajati Juva
Samity and Tripura Natignal
Volunteers would never have
been able to muster so much
support if forced Bengali
Hindu migration from the

- |

Comilla, Noakhali and

Chitta-

population from 70 ber cent
before Independence to the
present 26.per cent. A further
Te.

lence; in any case,

tonishingly high number of
t registered unemployed pec-
- ble, Tripura is in no position {
-~ dccommodate more people,
1 This is not to  suggest. that
t New Deihi should forget that
|' the Chakma and other tribes
- had opted for India in 1947, or
;s refuse the sanciuary that has
{ been offered until” now en
» humanitarian  groupds, But
- Strenuous diplomatic efforts
2 Bhould be made at the same
. lime to ensure that they can
g live In peace and with dignity
. In their own homeland ins-
y tead of being iarassed and up-
. rooted. -~ —

~ Unfortunately, the hopes
; daroused at the SAARC summit
» When Mr Rajiv. Gandhi and
+ Genera]l Ershad promised to
| find a solution proved as futile
- @5 the more specific agree-
. ment of 1981 providing for the
, return of 17000 refugees.
; Dha_\ka's more recent under-
 laking to take back 2,500
. Chakmas was also not kept. It
. Mmust be admitted, however,

. that the main reason for fail humanity.—July
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to feel unwanted and are re.
peatedly the target of attack
by both the army and officially )
syonsored Muslim settlers in

cessive Governments of Bang- e
ladesh have tried to destroy C
their culture and identity
under the guise of develop-
ment projects, through coloni- n
zation schemes and by setting
up a series of “adarsh grams” £
which' are reportedly little bet- a
ter than concentration camps. ;.
In addition, General Ershad N
seems to have revived the plan i
of periodic  military expedi- .
tions, Admittedly, events in the
Chittagong Hill Traets are of I
domestic concern for Bangla- ¢
desh: but New Delhi can point ¢
to the spillover effect and also,
now that the Mizo problem has ]
been formally resolved, try to 1
convince Dhaka that whatever
might have occurred in the !
past, the Shanti Bahini will not 1*
receive any kind of help in .
the future. There seems mno
other way of .- ensuyring that °
Bangladesh’s Buddhists are |
saved from persecution and }
that Tripura, Mizoram ani
other north-eastern regions 1
are spared a continuing influx: -

of displaced and disposs_essed T
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- Tribes
flee
torture
in hills

by ROBERT del QUIARO

THOUSANDS of tribal
people are fleeing torture,
rape and concentration
camps in the hills of southern
Bangladesh. “
Troops have stepped up-a
drive to make them give up
much of their land to colonists
from elsewhere in the country,
Ppressing them to abandon their
ancient religious beliefs and
convert to Islam, ‘ -
The most recent exodus from
the Chittagong Hill Tracts,
during the tast four months, has
taken at least 7,000 people—
and possibly as many as 12,000
—over the border into India,
according to Sutvival Interna-
tional, a London-based
organisation working to protect
tribal peoples. -
The refugees are reported
be in a wretched condition. It is
aiso alleged that the Indidn
Government has . failed to
inform the UN High Com-
mission for Refugees. a2
Survival International is app-
ealing to - Rajiv Gandhi, the
Indian Prime Minister, to let the
refugees stay and to put the
United Nations refugee body on
to their case. The organisaticn
believes that local Indian offi-
cials are trying to send back
refugees while allowing out oo
information. -

The Bangladeshi Governmiex]
is trying to reduce demand on
agricultural land in the more
populous lowlands by moving
thousands of families to the
south-eastern hills.

The hill peopie are resisting
the influx of settlers and a
guerrilla war is under way as the
Shanti Bahini, 2 hand-to-mouth
force of tribespeople who have
seized weapons from Bang-
ladeshi troops, attack settler
farms and ambush army
patrols. )

Bitterness is especially intense
because the Bengali-speaking
lowlanders have httle in com-
mon with the 13 hill tribes, who
speak their own languages and
are ethnically akin to people
farther east, in India and
Burma. .

The most explosive division is
religions. Islam is the official
religion of Bangiadesh but the
hil} people are mainly Buddhist.

Survival International has

being raped——either by troops
during sweeps through villages

ould i

or vin. forced marriages to

tnany reports of tribal girls .

THE 0BSERVER (Lowdon)
SUNDAY 20 Jyiy 1986, pasey
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BRANGLADESH

CHITTAGONG HILL TRACTS: MORE REFUGEES
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URGENT ACTION BULLETIN UPDATE

Escalating conflict between the Bangladesh Armed
Forces and tribal gquerrillas of the Chittagong
Hill Tracts has led to widespread killings.
Several thousand vrefugees have fled to India,
where their future is far from secure.

Survival International is calling on the Indian
Government to involve the United Nations in
administering assistance to the refugees needs,

SURVIVAL
INTERNATIONAL

FOR THE RIGHTS OF THREATENED TRIBAL PEOPLES

25 CRAVEN STREET
LAONDON WC2N SNT
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BANGLADESH

CHITTAGONG HILI, TRACTS:; MORE REFUGEES
UPDATE UAB/BAN/1c/JUN/1986

OVER FIVE THOUSAND TRIBAL REFUGEES HAVE FLED FROM THEIR ANCESTRAL
LANDS IN THE CHITTAGONG HILL TRACTS OF EASTERN BANGLADESH, CONFLICT
BETWEEN TRIBAL PEOPLES FIGHTING FOR THEIR LANDS AND GOVERNMENT
FORCES INTENT ON ENFORCING THEIR COLONISATION WITH NON-TRIBAL
SETTLERS HAS LED TO BLOODSHED AND BITTERNESS. MANY OF THE TRIBALS,
FLEEING THE VIOLENCE, HAVE SOUGHT SAFETY IN INDIA. BUT THE INDIAN
GOVERNMENT IS RELUCTANT TO PROVIDE REFUGE AND PRESS REPORTS
INDICATE THAT THE INDIAN BORDER FORCES ARE FORCING THE REFUGEES
BACK INTO BANGLADESH.

SURVIVAL INTERNATICNAL, HAS CALLED ON THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT TO
OBSERVE INTERNATIONALLY ESTABLISHED HUMANE PRINCIPLES AND TO
INVOLVE ‘THE UNITED NATIONS IN SERVING THE REFUGEES' NEEDS.

Colonisation and Genocide

The genocidal war being waged in the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT),
between tribal peoples fighting for their rights to their lands and
to self-determination and Government security £forces intent of
enforcing the colonisation of +tribal lands with lowlander
gettlers, persists unabated.

Reports have leaked out of this remote part of eastern Bangladesh
over the last fifteen years of gross violations of human rights
belng perpetrated against members of the thirteen tribal groups of
the region. Religiously and culturally distinct from other
Bangladeshis, the tribals have reportedly suffered from
indiscriminate attacks on their wvillages, as army forces have
attempted to quell resistance to the Government- promoted takeover
of their lands (see UAB/BAN/1b/SEP/84 and SINews 6,7 & 10}.

Survival International continues to receive detalled reports cof the
abuses allegedely being committed 1in the reglon. Between February
and December 1985 some 534 separate 1ncidents were reported,
including torture, rape, the burning of c¢ommunities and pillage,
many of them apparently associated with army sweeps through the
tribal villages.

Closeéd to Visitors

In November 1985, the International Labour Organisation {(ILO), a UN
body, senl a representative to Bangladesh to investigate the
situation in the Chittagong Hill Tracts. Despite Bangladeshi
protestations that the CHT is not a closed region, claims which
were reiterated in December at a meeting of aid-donor nations in
Copenhagen, the ILO representative was prevented from Jjourneying
beyond the very edge of the CHT., There he was only able to meet
with tribal delegates in the district capital, Rangamati, wunder
close supervision.



Yet, notwithstanding the Government's reluctance to permit
independent observers into the area, it persists in denying that
rthere have been any attacks on tribal peoples in the CHT. The ILO,
however, notes that it continues to receive reports of massacres
and other abuses in the region,

Tribal Rasistance

penied political and legal means of opposing the army-backed
cclonisation of thelr 'ancestral lands, some of the the tribals from
the Tracts have taken up arms in their defence. Since Bangladesh's
independence, the Shanti Bahini {'peace force') has waged a
guerrilla struggle against the Bangladesh Armed Forces. According
to Government sources, the Shanti Bahini has also attacked Bengall
settlers in the hills, the most recent such attacks being reported
in May 1986.

The Government has also entered into talks with the various
factions of the Shanti Bahini in an attempt to find a peaceful
solution to the confliect, Following the surrender of one Shanti
Bahini faction in April 1985, in response to an offer of amnesty,
the Government prematurely announced that talks had brought the
problems in the CHT to an end. In fact, the political and land
rights claims of the tribals remain substantially unresolved and
the colonisation and ensulng violence in the region has continued.

As a result, the Government was obliged to enter into renewed talks
with the remalning faction of the Shanti Bahini, At an initial
meeting, in October 1985, the political nature of the conflict was
finally admitted by the Government, according to the tribal
representatives. But a second meeting, due in December, was not
held and the Shanti Bahini has 1loudly denocunced the continuing
actions of the Bangladesh military.

Refugees flee terror

Latest reports from the reglon suggest that the Army engaged in
further search and destroy missions in the Khagrachari District
during the month of May 1986. Some reports suggest that these raids
were carried out as reprisals for attacks made by the Shanti Bahini
on communities of settlers established on tribal lands. These
reperts note that thousands of the settlers have abandoned theilr
new homes and sought refuge outside the Hill Tracts. Deaths of
tribals, settlers, members of ¢the Shanti Bahini and Bangladeshi
soldiers have all been reported.

The escalating conflict, which has reached a level of violence not
seen since April 1984, has caused thousands of tribal inhabitants
of the region to abandon their lands and seek refuge in the
neighbouring Indian State of Tripura. The exact numbers of refugees
involved cannot yet be determined as not all have managed to reach
the borders. By May 6, some 5000 refugees had reported to four
camps in south Tripura, according to one press account. Such
reports suggest that as many as seven thousand more refugees are
still in search of safety, trying to evade fresh sweeps of
Bangladesh security forces who are attempting to prevent the escape
of refugees. Curfew has been imposed in border villages within the
CHT and a number of tribals detained, according to press reports.



No refuge ?

The security of the refugees who are in India and those still
trying to cross the border remains in doubt. Both news items and
independent accounts received by Survival International are
contradictory regarding the position of the refugees.

According to unconfirmed press accounts, the Indian Government
planned earlier this year to repatriate tribal refugees in Mizoram
who crossed inte India in early 1984. Local observers expressed
fears that the repatriation has not being carried out voluntarily
and that +the refugees will endure the same fate as praviously
deported refugees, who have suffered severely on their return.

Other reports have indicated that the Indian Border Security Force
(BSF) is now refusing further refugees access to India.- Reporters
have noted that thousands of tribals have taken refuge 1n the
forests in the horder region, too afraid to retura to their home
communites yet reluctant to report to Indian refugee camps - since
they fear being deported, More recent accounts suggest that many
refugees have been forced back over the border by the BSF and
allegations of the torture of fleeing tribals at the hands of BSF
troops have been published in the Indian press.

Suspicions concerning the plight of the tribal refugees seeking
refuge in India have been sharpened by the fact Chat the United
Nations High Commission for Refugees has not been informed of the
situation by the Indlan Government nor heen able to visit the
refugees in India to ascertain their conditien.

* * * * * * * ¥ * * ¥ * *
ACTION

Survival - Internmational has again written to the Bangladeshi
authorities protesting at the repeated killings of tribal peoples
in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, and urging an end to the policy of
settling lowlander Bengalis on tribal lands. The organisation has
also called on the Bangladeshi authorities to open the area to
independent observers. Survival Internaticnal has also written to
the Indian Prime Minister, #r Rajiv Gandhi, urging a humane
treatment of the refugees now in India,

Recipients of this Urgent Actian Bulletin dre urged to write
letters, similar to that copiled overleaf, in their own name to the
Indian Prime Minlster,

PLEASE SEND SURVIVAL INTERNATIONAL COPIES OF ANY LETTERS SENT AS
WELL AS ANY REPLIES RECEIVED, SO WE CAN MONITOR AND REPORT ON THE
EFFECT OF THE CAMPAIGN,

If you wish to receive further Bulletins, please acknowledge on the
form provided or send a separate wnote,.



MODEL LETTER

The Rt Hon Rajiv Gandhi MP
The Prime Minister

The PM Secretariat

South Block

New Delhi 110011

INDIA

June 1986
Dear Prime Minister,

I have been very concerned by recent reports which allege
that the Indian Border Security Forces {BSF) have been
forcibly preventing refugees, who are fleeing from the
Chittagong Hill Tracts in eastern Bangladesh, from entering
the Indian states of Tripura and Mizoram. Some reports have
even alleged the torture of tribal peoples at the hands of
the BSF to persuade them to return to Bangladash.

I respectfully urge that you have this matter looked into
and seek to ensure that the authorities in Tripura and
Mizoram provide a just and humane treatment to the refugees
in accordance with the stipulations of the United Nations
Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees.

In particular I would draw your attention to Article 33.1
of the Convention, which reads:

'No Contracting State shall expel or return a refugee in
any manner whatsoever to the frontiers of territories
where his life or freedom would be threatened on
account of race, religion, nationality, membership of a
particular social group or political opinion.'

While I am aware that India is not actually a signatory of
this Convention, I urge that its humane terms are
nonetheless observed and hope that you will take steps to
involve the competent authorities at the United Nations
High Commission for Refugees in administering aid to these
unfortunate refugees who, according to recent estimates,
now number between seven and twelve thousand people.

I look forward to learning how you plan to deal with this
matter,

yours sincerely



IMPORTANT
Urgent Action Bulletins are sent [ree of charge
te anyene who requests thew (whether they are
pembers of Survival Interpational or not). Receipt
of Bulletins must, however, be acknowledged by
using this form or a separate sheet, Those who
fail to acknowledge receipt will not be sent
further Bulletins.
DETAGCH THIS FORM AND SEND IT TO:

PROJECTS DEPARTMENT

SURVIVAL INTERNATIONAL

29 CRAVEN STREET

LONDON WC2N 5NT

ENGLAND

I/We acknowledge receipt of this Urgent Action Bulletin

Code No: BANGLADESH CHITTAGONG HILL TRACTS: more refugees
Title: UAB/BAN/1c/aUn/1986

1/We have taken the following action:

1/We intend to take the following action in the near future:

Oother comments:

(1f necessary continue on separate sheet)

NAME ¢ evseossnsssssssnnronsonsndsnapnmbsrpesren

ORGANISATION (1if any}.ccvvasssanannrnrnnscens

ADDRESS s assesnnsnssssnssnsesscassssnnsasssnannct

R L IR LT A A T

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY. PLEASE USE ENGLISH. FRENCH .,
SPANISH OR PORTUGUESE IF POSSIBLE.




WIAT IS SURVIVAL INTERNATIONAL 7

Survivsl International is an International human tights organlisation with
consultatlve status as an NGO at the UN(ECOSOC) and the EEC human rights
commissions that defends the rights of threatened tribal peoples.

Its stated objects are:

® to help tribal peoples to exerclse thelr right to survival and
self-determlnation.

@ to ensure that the rights of tribel peoples ere properly represented in all
declsions affecting thelr future.

® to secure for tribal peoples the ownershlp and use of adequate land and other
resources, and seek recognition of thelr rights to their traditional lands.

Survivel Internatlonal seeks to achleve these ends by:

@ supporting projects with tribai peoples - In health, education and land
rights,

@ speaking out on tribal peoples' rights to governments, multinational
companies and development agencles etc.

@ publishing on the problems that tribat peoples face and the solutlons thag
they themselves propose.

® representing trlbal peoples at human rights fora when they are unable to
present thelr own cases,

& education - by providing speskers, films, slide-shows, exhibitions and book
stalls at public meetlngs, in schocls and unlversitles,

Survival Internatonal has its meln offlce In London end also has natlonal
sectlons in France, Spain and the USA and Is connected to an internatlonal
network of local groups and supporters in over 50 different countries,

>

1986 MEMBERSHIP FORM

Subgscribing Meobers receive the Hews and the Annusl Review,
Hembers receive the quarterly Survivel International News.

[T]  Sobscribing Member: €15 (or US$30)

[T] Member:: E8 (or US$20)

{1 Domarion: £100 () £50 () £20 () E10 () Other vovvvrvecnne
[:] Please send me Urgent Action Bulletins regularly V
E] I would like more information about lLocel Growpa of supporters
ADDRESSE 4 44usvssonnsnrarasessoarsraannernasssnsrsassisasetiassssnssnrsone ‘s

R N R A R N T N L L L] sarraan s

Plesse make cheques etc, payable to SURVIVAL INTERNATIONAL

[CJ] TURM YOUR £10 GIFT INTO OVER El4. If you pay tex in the UK, please
use our Tax Recovery Scheme to incresge the value of your donation
or subscriprion et no extra cost to yourself. Flease tick the box.



