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From Dr. Ramendu S. Dewan,
C/o Dr. H.D.: Locksley, Dept. of Chemistry,
Salford University, Salford M5 4WT, England.

Date: 18th May 1986

Sub: An appeal to save the Chakma and other tribes of the
Chittagong Hill Tracis from the total annihilation by
the Bangladesh Government.

Dear Brother,

May I present to you the following reports regardimg the flight
of the tribal refugees from the Chittagong Hill Tracts to the neighbouring
TIripura State of Indias

1. A report under the heading, "Alert in Tripura to check infiltration
from the Times of India of April 30, 1986.

2. A news under the title, "Tribal influx in Tripura", carried in the
Times of India of May 1, 1986. '

3. An article under the captiom, "Bangla tribals flee army's vengence
from the Times of India of May 5, 1986.

4. A piece entitled, "Exodus as army hunts guerrillas", and published

in the Times (London) of May 14, 1986.

Over 20,000 members of the Bangladesh army and police are carrying
out a genocidal military campaign against the indigenous pecople living in
the Mahalchari-Feni sector of the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT). They se$
fire to 20 tribal villages in the Khagrachari District of the CHT ,massacred
60 tribals mostly women and children, and destroyed several Buddhist and
Hindu temples. As a result of this government-directed reign of terror,
more tham 3,000 tribal people have sought refuge at Korbuk and Silachari
inthe Indian State of Tripura, and many thousand tribals have fled to the
surrounding forests. Their villages and farmlands have already been taken
over by the Bengali settlers.

The Bangladesh Government has adopted all inhuman and illegal
tactics to rob the indigenous inhabitants of their villages and farmlands
for its co-religionists. One of these tactics is to regroup the tribal
villagers and then to relocate them in concentration camps which the
government calls "model villages" or "co-operative farming projects" in
order to mislead the international community. The first aim of this method
is to depopulate the tribal villages. Secondly, these shifts are intended
to remove food and other sources of support to the resistance. Thirdly,
this is designed to settle the land with the outsider Bengali settlers.
Intimidation, physical abuse and wholesale burning of village homes are
employed to force the tribal people to leave their ancestral villages and
farmlands, Rape, beating, starvation, lack of medical care and systematic
harassment are commonplace in concentration camps. Life in the concentra-
tion camps is so horrifyimg that when the Government has intensified its
campaign to set up more such camps in the Khagrachari District the local
communities have deserted their homes and farmlands and fled to the Tripura
State of India. Those tribal people who could mot flee to India have taken
shelter in the upland forests. They have no meams to live and they have
lost everything. They have very little chance to survive.

The brutal regime of Bangladesh is exterminating the indigenous
nationalities of the CHT systematically. So their survival is totally
dependent on the help of the international community. I appeal earnestly
to you to protect the threatened people of the CHT by removimg the cruel
invaders from the traditional tribal homeland. I shall be most grateful to
you if you would kindly take all necessary measures to save the lives of
the tribal refugees in the Tripura State of India.

To Yours sincerely
Mr., Rudolph C. Ryser,

Chairman of the Center for World Indigemnous Studies, 6RZZAWL£¢UdQ4
P.0. Box 911, Smoqualmie, Washington 98065, —-f”"’#i;7
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Nalert has” been “sounded on
Tripura's eastern border with
Bangladesh in the wake of - reports
that a large number of’ tribal re-
fugees may cross over into the
state to escape severe combing and
regrouping operations by the Bang-
ladesh Army.

Official sources here said today that
the Bangladesh army and. para-miili-
tary  units had started massive re--
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AGARTALA, April 30 (}"I‘I) Over
2 ‘thousand tribal - refugees from
Bangaladesh’s Chittagong Hill tracts
have crossed over to south Tripura
through the 25 km densély forested
Sitacheri area last mght, oﬂic:al SOuUrces

said today. =~ .
-The sources said tha! more tn‘bals,
- predommantly “Chakmas”, . were

heading towards the Indian border to

escape the “combing and regrouping
. operations™ by the Bangladesh security

forces in the Chittagong Hill tracts.
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Th1s followed reports that t.he manage-
ment intended to sell the premises.
‘The report of thé committee ident-

" . ified four specific areas of irregularities,

namely, college accoumS, conduct of

examinations, maintenance of a ‘re-

serve fund’ and building plans,
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" these were of “criminal irregularities,”
"-and recommended to the government
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mission (UGC) to institute proceed-
ings against all persons coacerned.

It was noticed that the coastruction”

of two single rooms of 1,496 square feet
had been completed before February
1984, when the UGC approved a sum
of Rs. 1.4 lakhs for its construction.
Yet, successive “progress reports” were
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grant in instalments. =~ - .
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