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. ‘Abrams said that early this month the Honduran authorities had discovered weapons and
'"documents'consignédatd;Salvadoran.guer:illas;;claiming that the weapons were found in
a Soviet-made automobile that suffered an accident on the Pan-American Highway, after
entering Honduras from Nicaragua, and that the Managua government was probably involved.

"This fallacy shows the desperation of the Reagan administration in trying to convince
Congress of the need to approve lethal aid for the mercenaries,” [Alejandro] Bendana
[Secretary General of the Nicaraguan Foreign Ministry] told REUTER, referring to the
anti-Sandinist rebels supported by Washington. Bendana added that the alleged incident
was an invention, like the U.$. accusations of Nicaraguan complicity in the guerrilla
artacks apainst the Palace of Justice in Colombia last momth.

The U.S. charges that Nicaragua is involved in amms trafficking to E1 $alvador have
been used by President Reagan to justify the support granted to the rebels fighting
the Sandinist government from Honduran bases.

Following Abrams' accusation, the Nicaraguan Embassy in Washington said tonight that
Managua had no information on the presumed accident and seizure of weapons in Honduras.

"We were greatly surprised that it should be the State Department and not the Honduran
Government, in whose territory the accident took place, who would make such absurd
accusations against Nicaragua,' an Embassy communique noted.

The Embassy's press attache, Miriam Hooker, described Abrams' accusations as "new
elements in a campaign intended to create the conditions for the U.5. Congress to
approve the military aid for the ‘contras,'" as the rebels are known in Nicaragua.
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'[Statémeﬁt'ﬁy"Pfésiﬁé Eﬂbaniéiﬂértégaato close the ''Face the People" meeting wit
- participants in che.peaCeﬁmarch’for'Central America; in Managua -~ live]) '
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'r'r_conﬁli¢t-_ﬁsq there is a polemic, and there
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:TSOme'Nicaraguans'have a submissive attitude toward the United States attd see the 1,g,

Armed Forces as a Powver which attacks Nicaragua, They assume that the United States

,Will”wih,this battle because it is a powerful nation with innumerable resources and

Nicaragua is a small nation; and this Creates tension within our country,

When the Gnited States orfers the armed solution many Nicaraguans are easily attracred
either because thev are gullible or because thev have o political exgerienégl_ They
are thus com romised in armed counterrevolutionary actions. This is how SOmgwﬁ{EE;fos
(corrects himself] some Nicaraguans and Miskires Indians become involved in armed
éEEEterrevqlupigggrv actions. Even the Somozist guards who live ip Honduras became

invelved in the armed actions when the United States brought them weapons and paid
‘them salaries: ~TT the Lnited States came to Honduras ana?“TEEEEEH_BT—E?fE?Iﬁg"GEépons
agd_aalggigg_ggmggg‘gggzgg, of fered tractors and plows to till the land in Honduraﬁ,
there would be no counterrevolutionar§—ES;E;E:q_—2_hq*_h‘qh_“—“—_——“—_“—‘uﬁ_"“hﬁ“‘—‘*
The same thing would have happened with the Miskitos if thev had been offered food,
clothes, and work insteag of weapons . _ I it
—— ——— 77777 °f weapons. .

In addition, with its actions of state terrorism, the United States Provoked and hasg
provoked some expectations among some of the Catholic Church hierarchs. However, the
truth is that I cannot $av that all bishops are against the revolutionary process,
There are some priests who do not understand the revolution, and therefore are against
the revolutionary process, So the truth is that if we make a comparison, as Father

‘Cardenal has explained, although the N¥icaraguan government revoked the residence of 10
foreign Priests, some bishops in Nicaragua have.revoked,the,Nicaraguan residence of
‘more than 200 priests and nuns. Priests and nuns have been:gxpelled'from our country

for the cripme of identifying themselves with the process of change in. Nicaragua,

Bunﬁgf'courSQ; this is a political problem,_andgtheréforenpqliti¢al,pOSitions are in
: : are clashes 'in;;che'_.-'pon:_c_ii:_al_, field with -
lution in the political “fietdi.. ut'ion the other Kand. - '
iS-noxreligiQus_perse¢utionﬁhere;-}Hére;the_peqplé,can pragtic
complete reedom, ‘and the religious leaders can:condye he
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