T

i CLRAEL Bifee
Mat e Hurule, : _ ' .
Deacartmant of Indlan Studles, Mt‘ffi’ bw'l/‘é',.’m‘mp
Undveorsity of Lethbridze, _ % /p[(j‘p Di.S'(WLT .

Logthbrdides, Alberia

Doz Mariad

Fd
I encloge a letter from Venancio Chock, a Keliehd Indian mesber of the
M-?‘.}’i%.tlef.‘}:Ch{ Coruittee of Toledo District, the southsramost district of Belize
( formerly known as British Honduras).

The Mayan-Kekchf Coumittbe is striving to estoblish Links with Indlan
o anie bions in other cowtries of the Americas and to obtain falrer treatment
from the Belizean Goverament for the Indiane of Bellze, who number sbout 12,000
oul of Lhe country's Lotal populatien of about 180,000, g;%

sving heard your spirited defence of human rights for Indlans ia Latin

3, civen at the U.D.C.T.C.'s Penticton Confercuce, in April, I sugpested to
sio and to Cirilo Caliz, the represantative who was dented a passport te go
ta Geaeva, that your orpauization might be able to help in some way.

L

I prolably don't have the corraect name for your comulttse (or council), but
its purpose seems to be in line with what the Kekchls and Mopan Mayas are scskings

Cirilo snd Venanclo, particularly Cirilo, havs bitter fealings towards Lhe
fiverment of Promter George Price, which governs Belize in all matlers ercept
Aaince end forelgn affairs, but at the same time they share Gworpge Priecs's

tsppdnotion to resigt all attempts by the Guatemalan Covsrumaent to amncxa a
19ce of Relize. In fact, they suspect that Price is not as fPlrmly opposed to
Gutamalan intrigues and threats as he clalms to be. . .

My personal impression is that Premier Price is determdned to maintain the
Lerritorial integrity of Belize. Botween 1950 and 195k, betore Belize obtained
intoranl self-governmant, he apparently did have secreat talks vith members of
th. Artienz Goverswient in Guatemala, but thls was the only doroeratically elected
o .t that Guatemala has ever had, the only government that not merely
210owud but urged Indians to vote aand that drew its support from Guatemalats
overvhelmingly Indlan majority. After the C.I.A. coatrived the coup of 1954 and
the new Guataemalan 3unta struck all "illiterates™ orf the voting rolls, thereby
AL senfranchiging about, 80% of ths electorate, inclutiig nearly 21l the Indians,
icorpe Price has consl}‘:ently opposed the succession of (natemalan goveramants.

Price doesa' appear to understand the Indians' vicwpolul and seems Lo ragard
shoir probtests as something between ingratitude and lreachery, He argues that the
Cyole majority and the Black Caribs (who trace their origin to 18th.century
intovarriage of Caxdb Tadlan women and African ex-nlaves) sra, ke the Indlans,
darcended from the asploited, not from the exploiters, and he appeals to all
thrde groups to widte as Belizeans, :

Moot of tha Cranlzs and Black Caribe, however, are urban dwellers. Thelr

“avs wey ha small and the sarvicas meagre by North American standards, but thelr
1 thosc of the Indians, who are generally admitted Lo Ye
country. For their gmell rumbers, the Indlans of Dolive
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from Belmopéa. Tm:, only thing that might chenpge this attd *hdu would be
ilc,ni‘m that the Bal izym Govermmant is propared to 21low Indiang ths
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Ai sxcample of what the Tndians Fear 1e thelr wicertain i‘utmm in the rain
the area thal sustained the anciant Mayan cultures of a thougand to twn
24rs &go, thiy area that thelr Kekch{}and Mopan T‘laYan dascandants todsy

L-: arteh more aifectively then anyohe else. Tha land they till is a reserve,

foo which they pay a snall raental, and there is some su spicion that ths Goveramant

wyitd 1iks to encourape ssbtlement of Creoles and Black Caribe in the arez, in

to break dowm inter.sthnie dvlgions, at a time when the iner englag Tndtan

ehion nseds all ite traditional space. Sclentists warn that rain *‘o*‘e«;Lw

hout the tropleal wuorld ars rapidly dlsappearing, s the Tadians mish Le

e d to adapt to w.ronmental changss. From what I have ssen over the lagt

:?!(')?_.G;’:‘z yeargy the Kekechls and Moy )an Hayas are more ratioasl and regovrceful in

ng to enforeced changes than are most Canadians, but thsy need time to plan,

w0 preparg, and some minlmal help from the G var-mve*lt in taciding aew problenms.

iexlly, they need access to the development loans “hat other Belizeans have.

ATthough the IaMians of the area are renowiad for their A 1igence, honesiy,
and m%w‘mht 7y they lack onre essential when they seek loans for asriculiural
devalopwants +hc_} ow no land that can be offercd asg collateral) Elgawhare in
B 11%, large louns, often uemv':ﬁ Irom overseas ald progz*a;ma 5, are Leng

snandsred by non-Indians who happen to have land titleg. Tt i not Just the
Tndions who suffer 2s a result, The whole country suf nr" wvhen the wvery people .
-;_fgha have proved thansalves bost able to increase Bdlize's agricuitural oubput
are denited the opportunities available to others.

Mow I doa't Xnow if your organization has any coatact with €.I.D.A. Perhaps
antly anno gd budpet cuts make thig a poor time to approach C.T.D.A., or
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vo DLW AGYs need o use 1tz smaller funds much more affectively could maka
good tdmes AL iy vate; 31 C.ILTLA., or soms other ovarssas aid oryard zation,
enld Lo persuaded to unake an objective ecconomde survey of agricultursl investment
wiotial din Bellzae, the conclusionz would probably Le that for gound eeonondc
teaiong, puite apart frow social couslderations, investment should be diracted
tavards the Kekch{s and Mayas,

Cvar the last 12 years I have seon a remarkable devglopment of Indlan comrdtmant
to syztematic planning, of practical uses of functionzl literacy, and of intersst in
helr ancient Mayan ancestors. In 1966 it was i fficult to find a Kekehi who knew
fg way to the 1200-year old ceremonial centre of Abasntun, Just 2 mdleg from
Suc M rael. Now I'm constantly trying to satisfy requests for still wore copies of
the iific dncri¥ean, contalidng articles on Lubasntfn sad on other aspects of
- Fayan cultures 4n Belizs and the surrounding lands, Booklets I broucht on
:  methods of rice cultivation are eagerly studisd. Thess 'ra peopls who are
goeviiuaty enthusiastie about comminity development of thyir sug devicing, but thsy
v Shs sathing 4o conpare with the help that Zartiats Ministry of Rural Davelopme:
vgod Lo offer, :

You and yoyr organdzation may not be able to do nuch *o Lring immediate halp to
¢ thven-Kekehl Committee and the Iadians of Belizs, but any helyp you can provide
iild be weleoma, Apart from help touards improving their lot, the Committee would
wpreciate the opaduz up of communications with Indians in Canada. Few peopls in
3¢k know where Belize is, 1ot alone that Kekehfs and Mopan Mayas Jive therad

The igsues are not as clear-cut in Belize as in Guatemala, Bolivia, or Eeuador.
Beliga doss have a damoceratie governmant, that represents mors or less the views or
the nmajority of the population, and the opposition leaders who will try to ungest
it ia thae 1879 genersl slection ars unlikely to follow policies more favourable *o
Indians than Georpe Price's. There are no extremes of wealth and poverty, and thers
tnouch legs corruption than 1a nei ghbouring states, rrobably less than in Canadian
govsriment. There s 114t a svidence of conscious desirs by the Balizean- Government
or Uy othar segments of the population to repress Indlans; instead, there is widesrysad
LAl ity to understand that Indians are baing glven a raw deal, Other Belizeans
vio applaud the work sthics and moral codes of the Indians are slow to realize that
sraies s 00 substitubs for fairer shares and equal opportunities.

The preat Mayan ceromonial centres of Altun Hé, leefntunich, Lubaant\ﬁa, and
Ftala Puntt (Just A scoversd, 9 milus N.E, of San Migual) are proudly halled as
watlonal shrines, but the Goverament seams unaware that the degeandants of ths

Bullders may feel closer links with Belize's past and a sense of identity that

other Felizeans cannot share,

Any general condemzation of Price's Goverament is likely to do more harm than
roodd, because Guatemala would cartainly use it to dscredit the most prominent opponeit
of (natemala's territorial claims. $ince the slice of land (perhaps aboyt U400 squars
vileg) that Guatemala is koenest to grab: 1s populated entirely by Kekchi g, descendante
of p=ople vho fled from Guatemalan oppresgion during the last & ghty years, the
Tudlang would be the main logers,.

The Guatemalan Government ig brazen enough to try to pags itsslf off to
lalernational, particularly to U.S., opinion as the osfander of Balize's Indians
fro.: George Price. It has been U.S. support, sometimas overt, sometimas tacit,
thut has allowed Guatamala to maintain elaims that are 50 flimsy that she rsfses
Lo gubtift them to any International court) Though the U.N. has votad overvhelmingly
w0 give Bellze moral backing, it is still concaivable that the U,S.A. could hail the



Doatinalon regdme s chnmplon of human rights and tip the seales apainst

/\./’

frice, who is very uspapulor in Washington, and the Kekeld s,

1 some wiracle wers to allow genuine democracy to take over in Guatamala,
1L wouid becoms ti;_ only cowntry ia the Americas ruled by Indians, and then, of
cotrse, the Keiiehly and Mayes of Z6lize would have a much more attractive orogpect,

ut tho odds are hsavily assiast such a mracle, and so ths Indians of Ballze are
wanbly opposed to Guatazmalan pretensions.

You will see that Venancio and Cirilo have asked that any raply be in a
envalope, addressed to Castulo Cus, San Pedro Colurbia, Toledo District,

“5y Cods The reason is that Clrilo has strong reason to suspect that ford gn

- Lo hin Wl be opened by Govsrament officials. He hag already bean castipated
as a "traitor" aad a ™oush 1iar" and threstoisd with Jail, Cirilo is a
Cesduciled man, a voraclous resdar of material ralevaat to Tadian advaneanent,

: ally articulate in Enpglish, and possessed of out standing leadfieshin gualities.
vio s yuieter, though just as dedic aled, and hag not incurred g pyuch angsr

co Gaverament, but his neme, as he save in the Tetlor, iz known to Lthe Goverament.
He wog one of three Indlans in Teledo Ihistriect Lo whom the regional co-ordinator

ww Lhe Prace Corps Lrought the latest contingant from the U.S.4. for 4 faw hours?
iz on Indlaa 1ife in Belize.

Since I wish to continue revisiting the Kekch{s, yeur afber year for decades
sowz, I do not want to incur the suspicions of the Governmet of Beline.
¢ sent a brief to the British Forelgn Office after reading, lagt Ymag, of
spprrant roadiness to make concesgions to Guatamala for the sake of peaca,
in good stunding with the Belizean Govarnment at recsente That 15 why I
= 5ol Lo Lecome known as an intermediary for Cirilo and Venancio, Otheriige,
cht find, on reaching the Bolizoean border next yoar, that I'm lieted ag a

irobiblted iwmmlorant.

% that 1s the situation. Tt is not an easy one to handle, and T do not Lnow
ty 11 anything, vou may be able to do. If you Jo Pind it mgsible Lo helyn,
pinEver, gou can be certain that your efforts wAll be well avpreciated by Tutiansg
in Taledo District. Just to corplete the ricture, there iz another proun of
fobiron Indlang, Yhe Yueatin Mayas, Hving 200 milus to the north, far beyond the
Fapa Fountains, in o Tand of amarlkedly lower rainfall. Th 27 have eloger 1inks ith
iy Fellow Yueatis Mavas 3n Mexico than with the Yelinhf e and Mo 73 Mavas of the
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