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Last week, the Salvadore?_fMin{SEefgwafﬂﬁgﬂwaﬁngﬁémq“
Education, as well as the Under-Secretary of Agriculture,
resigned from the government and left the country. Until then

a high-level leader in the government agency responsible for
agrarian reform, Under-Secretary Villacorta said that ""some
garrison commanders at the rank of Colonel continue to distribute
identity cards for the disbanded extreme-rightest paramilitary
organization, ORDEN, against the orders of the Junta... The.
question to ask is to what point those groups, which move

about with impunity, have ties with the Salvadorean Army."

In early March, Hector Dada (Christian Democrat), one of
three civiliansin the second military-civilian junta, resigned
first from the junta and then from the Christian Democratic '
party. "The junta is incapable of acting against those whom
I perceive to be the principal opponents of the process, and

it is clearer with each passing day that those persons are
encysted in the very structure of the government,’ said Dada.

In January, Roman Mayorga (independent) and Guillermo Ungo
(Social Democrat) had resigned from the frist military-civilian
junta, along with most cabinet members, citing the inability of

civilians to control the military commanders and their ‘troops.

UThe U.S, Administration,” concluded Foote, '"persists in
the illusion that the very military commanders who have in

“action proven their unwillingness to stop repression will

change their ways if given anti-riot gear, communications
equipment, vehicles, and training from the United States.

The Salvadorean government -- its junta and military commanders - -

bear direct responsibility for the tragic chain of events

yesterday which prevented the Salvadorean people: from participating
in the last acts for Mgr. Romero and caused the death of an -
yet undetermined number of people. 1In tribute to Archbishop
Romero, in recognition of his role in seeking and promoting
non-military soiutions to the problems in El Salvador, the

United States government should heed the advice of this
historic Salvadorean leader in his letter President Carter:

- VIt would be unjust and deplorable if the
fntrusion .of foreign powers were to frustrate
the Salvadoran People, were to repress it and
block its- autonomous decisions about the i
economic and political path that our country
ought to follow.' " :

For more information
contact:
Heather Foote
(202) 544-8045




Testimony of the Ecclesiastical Delegates at the burial of

Mgr. Oscar Arnulfo Romero in relation to the events which

"pocecurred

during the funeral.
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We bishops, pastors of different Christian churches,
seriors of religious orders, priests and laity feel obliged
rectify the communique which the Salvadorean government
sued at 4330 p.m. today, March 30th on the events which

at the funeral of Bishop Romero. Not only are there

2ir interpretation, which can lead to serious errors, and
1fusion. In the same official communique, the government
7ites us to tell what we saw. And so that is what we are

appreciation of the facts, of which we are for the

st part direct eye-witnesses and hence able to prove them,

to state confidently the following:
at no stage did anyone attempt to snatch the

corpse of Bishop Romero; on the contrary, all

the people and groups without exception behaved

with great respect and devotion toward his remains;
the Revolutionary Coordinating Committee of the
Masses entered the Plaza Barrios, where the Cathedral
is situated, peacefully, respectfully and in orderly
fashion and their leaders placed a wreath on the
coffin; ' ‘ :

It is quite untrue that there was any pressure
whatsoever on us from the Coordinating Committee to
force us to stay inside the Cathedral. Insofaras

we stayed inside, even after the agression ceased,

it was because of our Christian desire to stay
alongside so many terrorized people, squeezed
painfully together inside the sacred precincts.

What we could be sure of from the steps of the Cathedral
d from its towers, as well as from the testimonies gathered

trips through the city, is the following:
suddenly we heard and saw the explosion of a

big bomb which several witnesses saw thrown from
the National Palace; ' o

then shots and vollies of fire were heard, which
several priests present are certain came from the
second floor of the National Palace; ’

we saw or can prove the presence from the earliest
hours of the morning of the security forces in the
streets of San Salvador and on the access roads to

the city;



d) We can also assume that some members of the

Coordinating Committee were responsxble for _
certain actions, consisting basically in burning
cars, supposedly to cover the flight of the
people from the square. _

4. We who came to honor the life and death of Bishop Ro@ero
have been able to experience for ourselves the truth of his
words when he denounced unceasingly the repression of the.

Salvadorean people.

We feel today more than ever in solidarity

by echoing his
with and continuers of his prophetic mission,
last words in which he begged and ordered in the name of God,

that the repression should cease.

‘We have been witnesses of the suffering and anguish of the

Salvadorean people,

but also of their courage and maturity.

And on this occassion we are witnesses of the serious distortion
of the facts and of their false 1nterpre;atlpn which the
government of El Salvador has given out.

March 30, 1980
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Signed by 22 ecclesiastical delegates who.travele
él galvador to attend the funeral of Archbishop Oscar A. Romero.)

Bishop Luciano Mendez Almeida
Bishop Sergio Mendez Arceo
Bishop Samuel Ruiz Garcia
Bishop Leonidas E. Prosano
Bishop Luis A. Bamberen

Jorge Lara-Braud
Bishop Janes o'Brien
Fr. Juan Vives Suris
‘Fr. Gustavo Gutierrez
- Fr. Jesus Garcia

Luis Maria Goicechea
Angel V., Peiro
Charles Harper

Bishop Marcos McGrath
Bishop Emonn Casey
Sr. Regina McEvoy .

- Sr. Josephine Kollmer
Sr. Marie Moore

Fr. Simon E. Smith, SJ
Fr. Gerard Dupont
Jose Antonio Perez -
Victor M. Mercado

Fr. James Connor, SJ
Julian Filochoski

Auxiliary, Sao Paulo; Sec-Gen, Br321lian Bishops Conf.
Cuernavaca, Mexico

San Cristobal de las Casas.

Rio Bamba, Brazil

Peru

National Couneil of Churches

Bishop in Hertfordshire, England

Venezuels

Lims, Peru

Mexico

. Eima, Peru

World Council of Churches
World Council of Churches
Panama

Bishop of Galway, Ireland
Sisters of Maryknoll
Sisters of Maryknoll
Sisters of Maryknoll

- Jesuit Missions

Brezilian Bishops Conference

National Council of Churches-«United Methodist Church
National Council of Churches--American Baptist Churches
Jesuit Conference

Catholic Institute for Tnternationqﬁ Relations, London -
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Sorrow in El Salvador

-When he visited San Salvador jast year Rep.
Thomas Harkin (D-lowa) went to mass at the

city's Catliofic cathedral. It was Holy Thursday.-

The service was packed w1th poor peasants
from the countryside.

Harkin was moved by their piety, but what he
noticed most was the cathedral’s state of disre-
pair. Birds flew in and out of the broken win-
dows and caved-in doors. A paint job, inside and
out, was needed. Construcuon work remained
unfinished.

As a good can-do Amencan Harkin asked
why something wasn't being done about this
eyesore. He was told that San Salvador’s arch-
bishop, Oscar Romero, had begun a building
and renovation program, but had had second
thoughts. A sparkling cathedral was no longer a
: priority. It would be left unfinished as 2 monu-

ment to El Salvador's poor, who need homes,
food, jobs and justice more than another church
* building needs paint.

Suddenly, a new destitution pervades the
lives of El Salvador’s poor: Archbishop Romero
was slain by gunmen fate Monday afternoon as
he celebrated mass in a hospital chapel. Even at
prayem he-wasa threat. -

When I tatked with Harkin last week, he told
a pumber of stories about the bravery of the
archbishop he had come to know. All of them
confirmed what those familiar with the current
violence and. chaos in El Salvador already un-
derstood: Romero’s forceful views on social jus-
tice and a fair distribution of the wealth had
made him the poor’s most resotute aily. Harkin,
one of the few in Congress who have taken the
trouble to examine the United States’ role in
Latin America (Rep. Robert Drinan is anather),

-said it was regrettable that few Americans
knew about Romero.

By coincidence, the same day of my conversa-
tion with Harkin, one of Romero’s assistants—a
young priest—came to my office to share his
thoughts about El Salvador and the archbishop.
He told of Romero’s letter last month to Presi-

deat Carter, Drop your plans to send military
. disappeared.

Washington POST

March 27,

da g

aid to our country, Romero warned: “Instead ot}
favoring greater justice and peace in El Salva]
dor [thé $5.7 miilion in aid) ungoubtedly W!H
sharpen the repression.”

The priest, an educated and potmcally sonins
ticated man, was aware that congressional hear-
ings would socon be held on American. policy in
Fl Salvador. But he wondersd: why does the
United States reflexively send military aid to
impoverished countries like El Salvador when
the military is aiready a powerfuuy corruptmg
force?

After the priest left--he was returning t6 EI
Salvador to rejoin Romero in what were the'last
days of the latter’s life—I spoke to a State De-
partment official about the military aid ques-
tion. The archbishop, he claimed, was operating
from “a mxsunderqanamg " It's not military aid
the United States has in mind, but “security as-

‘sistance.” That would inelude pohce equipment.

| “Suddenly, a ézew destifutfon

pervades the lives of the e
poor: Archbishop Romero _
was slain by gunmen., Zate R
Monday.” S

g

Tt would be used to “maintain order, as welf is

- improve the professionatism of the junta’s setu-

rity forces so they won'’t go out and beat heads™”
That’s almost the opposite of what needstobe
done, Archbishop Romero had said. In 4 sermon:

"to his people last November, he stated that if.
- the United States wants to be helpiul, it shuu.l.u.
condition its aid to a2 “purification of the secux
rity forces,” not a bolstering of them. Its aid
should aiso help resoive the problem of ths
large number of political prisoners who have*

— by~
—-ax Y

o proach. The Washington Office on Latin' Ame
o ied,;"a religicus-based humad rights organi

1980

Others also reject the State Departxnent’s a

tnm, “I't".,AES that "military assistance to £l 35
dor -only increase the temsien and .f.:i.
mara gifficuit a political solution ta a. politi

, pxousem." Harkin of Jowa biuntly dismisses

fine distinctions between military aid and
curity assistance.” Either way, he says, “it's 2
other signal to everyone in El Salvador that
United States sides with the military. In tur
that strengthens the military in its convicti

- that it's ail right to repress certain segments

the population, beginning with the left.”

However the Carter administration and Cc
gress resolve this, it will still have to deal w1
the objections raised by Archbishop Romer
He took too many stands, saw too many of &
priests and parishioners killed or abducted, az
mkedhasownhietoooﬁen,iorhlsxdeasto ]
brushed aside now that heis dead. -

American presidents may not be used
frank talk from Latin American bishops. B _
then again, few in Latin America—not the m!
tarists and not the oblivions Catholic rich wi
like well-painted churches—were used o~
either. Romero, the latest in a growing nomb
of martyred heroes in Latin America, knew o
terrorists, angered by his {requent sermcrns
economic justice, were out to kil him. That |
was gupned down during mass is an indicatit
of how desperate the brutality in El Salvad
has become and how, more th...;u £ver, Romen
vision is needed. ~
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~ of recent visitors to El Salvador-—the
country ef 5 mill;on and the size of Mas-
sachusetts that 1s a land of blood and

bombs—1 have become more and more-

suspicions of the} “sudden eruption” ex-

planation of that nation’s current vie-

lence.

In truth, v:oleLce in the form of sys-
tematic and officially sanctioned terror
has long been the most relied on soha-
tion to solving El Salvador’s immense
economic and spclal problems. If it is

_different now, it is because the recent
murder of an archblshop during mass
and the gun battles during his {funeral
were dramatic events that could be eas-
ily captared on film and wire service
Dews copy. ,

" But beneath the easy u:npresmcns are
some other realities, ones that are less
dramatie, perhaps, but are crucial o a

“El Salvador is aImost
unique because in few
‘countries have the

When the Péople
Are Made the Enemy

After convers ions with a numbm- ;

teaclzmgs of the ckzéréi_z {

been so taken to heart
bythepaor.

E

|
full understanding of El Salvador's

siege of terror. |
“] was pre for 2 number of
things,™ says Rev William Wip{ler, the
director of the office of human rights.
of the National Council of Churches, of
his recent four-day visit to San Saiva-
dor, the country’s capital. “But what
truly zlarmed me was learning how the
military. itidocttinates its recruits- dur-
ing boot camp. During calisthenics, a
-chant is used: 'Kili the peopie, kill the
people.’ These young soidiers are fresh
from the . cguntrytide themselves,
where the people—their own people—
tive. But. now, their own families,
friends and local leaders are pictured
asthe enemy.”

 Karen DeYoung, a Washmgton Post-
reporter, tells of going to army boot
camps in May 1979 and seeing the vil-
lage priests depicted as national secu-

- ity threats: A priest’s picture is shown.

If he is wearing proper clerical cloth-
ing, he is acceptable. If he wears work
¢lothes, plays the guitar or perhaps has

a heard, then he is subverswe He, tao, _

is the enemy.

‘What the innocent young are taught
in the lowest levels of the military boot
camps is a reflection of the government’s
thinking at. the highest levels of poiicy-
making. In its 1973 report on El Salvador,
Amnesty International said that “the ef-
forts. of Archbishop Oscar Romero, and

the Salvadoran Human Rights Commit. -

tee, to publicize human rights viclations
have led the government to accuse
church ‘activists of bavi baving. links vnth

communists and subversives.”
 Using the specter of a Mamst take-

over. as. a -justification for the state’s |

brutality has been 2 ¢ommon form of
violence in much of Latin America. El
Salvador is almost unique because in
few countries have the teachings of the
church—itself an arch-foe of Marxist
communismm—been so taken to heart by

the poor. The distinction of the siain,

Archbishop Romero was that he. was
available to the campesinos from the
countryside. He listened 10 them. He
didn’t stand apart. He came to under-

stand their. local organizations and

their use of strikes and demonstrations.

Because Romero was in. touch, his
leadership. had a sound base. In com-
trast, qne of the reasons the Carter ad-
ministration . is .currently confused—
some oificiais have supported the plan
to send military aid to El Salvador,
some have opposed the plan—is that it
limited its Salvadoran contacts to the
supposedly safe and stable. A 1978 De-
fense Department statement to Com-

gress said: “U.S. interests in {El Salva-. :

dor} are derived from our larger con-
cerns for regional stability in Central

£y erica. Through a modest securify-as-

istance program, we are able to main-
tain communication with El Salvador’s
military establishment, which is the

councry’s most - unpomnt pt:nixtxca.l-E

~foree.” -

Washington POST
April 3, 1580
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It turns out that the Defense Depart-
ment was wrong again. Archbishop
‘Romero became the strongest political
‘force. He had the power of an open
‘mind.

Thomas Quigley of the office of jus-

:tice and peace of the U.S, Catholic Con-
ference came back from El Salvador—
‘he spoke to Romero shortly before the
.assassination—fearing that “the Carter
.administration will continue to see the
-pcpular organizations- simply as ‘left-
1sts’ or ‘Marxists,’ rather than perceiv-
‘ing them as legmm&te voices of. the
‘workers and the poor seekmg to'bring
‘about a more just society.”

Little evidence exists thai fhe cur-

.rent Salvadoran government—a make-
‘shift operation that is beleaguered.by

resignations—is supported by any kind

‘of meaningful popular base. As Romero
‘understoed, unless the leaders of lecal
‘community groups are allowed to par-
‘ticipate in reaching decisions affecting
-their own lives, then whatever govern-.
‘ment finds or puts itseif in power—and
:rowever much it is supported by dis-
:tant neighbors like the United States—
. Is bound to fail.

In time, the Carter administration

. will have to gvercome its fear of 3 *Jeft-
: ist takeover” in El Salvador—or, rather,
‘its fear of being criticized for letting
- another Cuba “rise” or another Nicara.

gua “fall.” Our decades of propping up

: dictators and military governments in
‘Latin America—in the name of secur-

ing our vital interests—have led to mas-

- sive bloodshed in cne country aiter an-

- pther, not the “regional stability” that

: Pentagon a.na]ysts speak of in theu‘ de-
lusions. :

- -



* AN DNFCRMTION AND STRATEGY SESSION
- ON CURRENT ISSUES IN CENTRAL AMERICA

¢ RECENT SHIFTS IN U.5. POLICY
* ARMS SALES AND MILITARY TRAINING ASSISTANCE

1 ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE |

* LEGISLATION BEFORE CONGRESS . \
* STRATEGIZS FOR CITIZEN ACTION | : :

¢ PHILADELPHIA GROUPS AND WHAT THEY ARE DOING

MARCH 12,1980 7;00 T0 9:30 P
RUFUS JONES ROCM - FRIENDS CENTER
1501 CGHFRRY STREET
PHITADELPHIA, DA

PROGRAM

7:00 to 8:30 PANEL PRECTINTATIONS AND DISCUSSION

U.S5. HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY: VICTIM OF THE COLD WAR?
Jack Malinowski - Director of the Human Rights / Global Justice
Program, American Friends Service Coummittee, and
Member of the Human Rights Working Group, Coalition
for a New Foreign and Military Policy

CURRENL DEVELOPMENTS IN CENTRAL AMERICA '
Cindy Aromson - Institute for Policy Studles

}ﬁmumﬂman

WHAT PHILADELPRIA GROUPS ARE DOING
Speaker to be named

8:30 to 9:30 COUNIRY AND ISSUE WORKSHOPS / STRATEGY SESSIONS

¢ MILITARY SALES AND TRAINING ¢ EL SALVADOR
¢ ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE # GUATEMALA
¢ U.S5.POLICY, INCLUDING RENEWAL OF ¢ NICARAGUA

COVERT INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIE

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL PORTIA JONES AT 392-1696 OR DICX ERSTAD AT 3i5-89z0

suggested donation $§1.00 - proceeds above cost will go to the National
Network in Solidarity with the People of Nicaragua

CENTRAL AMERICA WORKING GROUP

4903 Morrnis SireeX, Philfadelphic, Penna. 19149
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: Secretary General of the Movimiento Nacional
Revolucmonarlo G!NR), the social democrat party of

military-civilian junta,
“lowing the October 15 coup. -Mr. Ungo’ wae*
among the,many-government of‘xcials wno re-

fiilT dxscussithe current'politlcal/“
;econcmlc,SL*uatlon in his country and the-
‘prospects for self-determlnatlon by~the Sal-
‘vadorean p30ple S
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The Washington Office on Latin America invites you to attend
a press conference about the current situation in El Salvador
on Mbnday, March 17, at 11:00 a.ﬁ. in the Capitol Room of the

National Press Club (529--14th Street, N.W.),-With:

--Hector DADA Engineer and economist
L o . Foreign minister under the first Salvador-
= . 7  ean military-civilian government

-

Member of the junta under the second Sal-
vadorean military-civilian government
(Resigned from the government on March 3,'80)

--Ruben ZAMORA RIVAS Lawyer and political scientist
- "Minister to the Presidency under the first
o _ Salvadorean military-civilian government
g -+~ | (Brother of Mario Zamora Rivas, Attorney
RN R .. .. General of Welfare, recently assassinated)

‘==-Alberto ARENE . Economist L |
' : ' ” President of a public institution for the
development of cooperatives under the
- first and second Salvadorean military-
"~ eivilian governments
(Resigned from the government on March ].l '80)

In a letter dated March 10 1980 these three Ch;LStLan Demo-
crét leaders and four other party members announced their resigna-
tion from that polxthal organxzatlon charging'

1) Violation of all points in the political pact adopted
by the Salvadorean armed forces and the Christian Dem-
ocrat Party regarding joint partlcxpatlon in govern-

_ment, in particular, :
.respect for human rights
*..exerc15e of general control over the armed forces
by the junta
...structural reforms accompanied by, democratic free-
doms and popular participation

2) Governmental complacency with and support of plans
for North American military intervention



U.S. MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO EL SALVADOR

~ House Appropriations Committee
Subcommittee on Foreign Operations

Rep. Clarence Long, Chairman

March 25, 1980
Hegther Foote

- Washington O0ffice on Latin Amei‘ica
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: Meﬁbers of the Subcommittee on Foreign Operationg:
‘ In the wake of the brutal assassination of El Salvador's Archbishop
Oééar Arnulfo Romero yesterday, March 2k, 1980, I believe it is fitting
to ‘recall his po;ition regarding miiitary aid, the subject of today's
he%ring. Last February, when the Archbishop first learned of United States
p;aﬁs to send military assistance, including military trainers to El1 Salvador,
he sent a letter to President Carter registering his.concerns:
"I am very worried," he said, "by the news that the
govefnment of the United States is studying a form of
abetting the arming of E1 Salvador by sending military
teaﬁs and advisors to 'train three Salvadoran batallions
in logistics, communications, and intelligencg.' It
this information from the newspapers is correct, the
contribution of your government instead of promoting
greater justice and peace in El Salvador will without
doubt sharpen the injustice and repression against the

organizations of the people which repeatedly have been

struggling to gain respect for their most fundamental

human rights.

The present junta government aﬁd above all the armed
forces and security forces uﬁfortunately have not
demonstrated their capacitj to resolve, in politicai

end structural practice, the grave national problems.

In general they have only reverted to repressive violence
producing a total of deaths and injuries much greater
than in the recent military regimes whose systematic
.violation of human rights was deﬁounced by the

Internationsl Committee on Human Rights."



chort-sightedness, insufficient analysis and wishful thinking
characterize present U.S. policy toward El Salvador, a country’ always
placed on the "back burner” until escalating repression under the govern-
ment of former president General Carlos Humberto Romero catapulted this
Central American republic of 4.8 million to the infernational spotlight.
Now, five months following the.Octpber 15th coup that ousted Homero, the
United. States plans to provide additional military sssistance credits to
.a country whose political power no longer lies with the young officers
responsible for the coup but with old-line ﬁilitary leaders in government
positions who pr;ctice a policy of "reform with repfession.""

In off-the-record conversations in September 1978, a mid-level State.
Departmént official stressed the need for greater U.S. government focus.
on El Salvador. That country's problems, he assufed, would present far
greater challenges for U.S. policy,than.the situation in Nicaragua. Such
urgency did not find-exﬁression in actual policy formuiatijn, for the
United States conmtinued to call for free.elections under the internatidnally-
discredited General Romero until as late as September 1979, Jjust bne
month before ‘the coup d'etat.

Except for a brief period in the early 1960's, the United States
consistently-al‘ignéd itself with the sméll Salvadoran economic elite,
whose politicai cantrol over the country was guaranteed for nearly five
decades by a succession of military governments unaccustomed to democratic
procedﬁres. The U.S., Congress began'to take a closer look gt E1 Salvador
in March 1977 when the Subcommittees on International Organizations and
Inter-American Affairs held hearings on fréud in that year's presidential
elections in El Salvaodr. Four ﬁonths later, the Subcommittee on

International Organizations called hearings on the religious persecution

-1-



in El Salvador.

But such initiétives by the Congress did not lead to any major shifts in
U.S. policy during the years when the traditional Salvadoran political
parties found themselves increasingly neutralized by both military
maniﬁulation of elections and repression against attempts to organize in
' the rursl sectors.

In its December 1978 report, a British Parlismentary delegation, one
of many groups to make investigative trips to Tl Salvador, summsrized
well the attempts to use traditional democratic channels to promote change
in that country in the 1970's:  "In terms of +the progress towards democracy,
the 1972 elections were clearly a watershed. The massive fraud of those
elections has by all accounts been repeated: in congressional and
municipal elections in 1974, when no figures were issued by the Central
Electoral Council to substantiate their list of successful candidates; in
the cohgressional and municipal elections two years later, when the UNO
(United Nationa; Opposition) withdrew from the contest following widespread
intimidation, manipulation and disbarment of -spposition candidstes in the
pre-election campaign; and in the 1977 presidential elections, in what was
tantamount to a final attempt by the oppositlon parties t- mske the
democratlc system work., "

Thelr principle leaderé exiled and their methods of politiesl
organizing rendered ineffective under conditions of severe repression,
the traditional policical parties {social democrats, christian democrats
and.communists) were unable to produce many concrete results for the
people of El Salvador despite repested éfforts to make the electoreal process
- work in a democratic fashion under military rule. Numerous peaéant and

workers! group:developlng the early toc mid-1970's began to join together



€

in éeVeral mass organizations in an effort to provide a stronger volce
for;the rural population, which forms the majJority of the Salvadorans.
Able and willing ?o work under the more restrictive and hazardous
conéitions of military rule, these mass organizatidns--commonly called
"popular organizations'--grew in strength gradually occupying much »f the
pol}tical space previously held by the traditional political parties.
'Rep%ession by government security forces against these emerging popular

. org?nizationsand especially against peasants asscociated with such groups
inténsified, leading the OAS Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to
recommend to the government of El Salvador, in November 1978, "that the

campesino (rural worker) sector be permitted to resort to every means of

organlzation existing in a democratic society, on the basis of the

exeycise of the rights, among others, of assembly, of association, and of
unién organization. For this purpose, the government should also

| .
encéurage end protect the cgggesinos--ahd those who cooperate or wish to

cooﬁerate with them, such as the churches, particularly the Catholic church--
: |
in #heir efforts to organize themselves to exercise their rights and to
1 .
affirm, their dignity." Salvadoran Catholic church statistics indicate

that in the first half of 1979, in the months immedistely following the
‘ _

OAS%IACHR fecommendation, 107 campesinos died in politically-motivated

killlngs by the Salvadoran security forces, in partlcular the National
Gua{d and National Police. |

| It is against this political backdrcp that U.S. policy towards

El %alvador must be reviewed. 1In his "Central America at the Crossroads”

tes%imony before the House of Representatives Inter-American Affairs

\ ,
Sub#ommittee on September 11, 1979, then Assistant Secretary of State
|
Viron Vaky presented a U.S. govermnment overview of the region, indicating

that "if there 1s any one central motif that chgracterizes Central Americs




' today...it ig this intense--and esgentially inevitable--pressure for
change which has swept into the region. This central issue, in turn,
is not whether change is to occur, but whether that change, is to be
violent and radical--or peaceful and evolutionary and preserving
individual rights and democratic values." Few will disagree on the
desirability of 'peaceful and evolutionary change.' But many will agree
" that 'peaceful and evolutionary change' was repeatedly attempted. in
El Salvador in the early and mid-1970's, a period in which the United
States government did not take a decisive public stance against rule
by the economic elite in favor of some more democratic slternative.
Always hoping to use economic and military assistance as "leverage"
towards reform, the United States sent positive Signals to the military
governreenis of a country whose land and wealth concentration are among
the most severe in all Latin Arerica.
According to studies by the Institﬁte for Policy Studies:
Security assistance from the United States to El Salvador
between Fiscal Year 1950 and Fiscal Year 1979 has totalled
$4.97 million in Military Assistance Program grants, $3.479
million in Foreign Military Sales Agreements, $2.454 millinn
in Excess Defense Articles, and $5.81% million in International
Military Education and Training Program grants, all far a total
‘of $16.72 million. The United States has trained a total of
1971 Salvadoran officers, including at least 17 in Urban
Counterinsurgency, 14 in Military Intelligence, 108 in Basic
Combat and Counterinsurgency, and 124 in Basic Officer Prepar-
ation. According to the Pentagon in 1977, "...cur security
~. assistance program facilitates our overall relations with the
government of E1l Salvador and fosters useful professional con-
tacts with key members of the Salvadoran armed forces."
By the fall of 1979, General Romers's name was associated widely with
. systematic human rights violations, and his disrepute internstisrally made
him dispensable for both g majority in the Salvadoran armed farces and the
U.S. government. Just prior to General Romers's forced departure in
October 1979, two coups from opposing military sectors had been in the offing.
While proponents of both hoped to repair the tarnished image of the

military, only the young officers planned to implement major structural



“reforms. The appointment of military officials to the various government
positions following the coup represented a compromlse between opposing views,
with military comgand positions outside the junta going to old-line.
officials uncommitted to substantial change. This was to prove of critical
importance in following months.
Despite the present critical situation in El Salvador and the need to

‘devote energies to the future, it is as important to review U.S. poliey
. failures in the recent past, as they can provide guidelines in develosping

& new and more realistic policy towards El Salvador. As mentioned above,

the U.S. government in September 1979 continued to insist on the viability
of free elections under General.Romero, despite frustrating Salvad-ran |
experiencesg wiﬁh govermment electoral fraud under far less repressive
circumstances earlier in the decade, despite the OAS-IACHR conclusion that
"there is widespread skepticism among the citizenry regarding the right to
vote and to participate in government..;(and that)...the political parties

of the opposition, in this coﬁnection, come to have no confidence inAthg
possibility of having free and honest elections.” In this same perind, as

in earlier years; the U.8. falled to recognize the growing politicsl
imﬁortance of the popular organizations and of thelr disbelief in elections'
under repressive military rule, an attitude shared by the political parties.

Following the resignations of civilian junta members Guillermo Ungo

(sqcial democrat) and Roman Msyorga (independenés-along with most progressive
cabinet members in early January 1980, the U;S. expressed first surprise and
then irritation that the social democrats refused to rejoin the government
once again. Eage: to move shead with the second (Christian Democratic)

- attempt at military-civilian government, U.S. policy-makers did not hear the
message of those who resigned: that old-line military in key command
positions'prevented civilian control of the security forces and blhcked

serious aﬁtempts at reform. The junta members who resigned were dismissged



88 poor managers.

Nor did the U.S. policy-makers seem to understand the politiecal
slgnificance, let alone the timing, of the early January unification‘of
the three popuiar organizations and one political perty into s central
coordinating body, with sympathetic ears lent this entity by the social
democrats, the left-wing of the Christian Democratiec party, the two
universities, independent prefoessionals, and the progressive Catholic
Church.

Closer te home for the United States was the mid-March reasignation
‘of_prominent_Christian'Democratic leader Hector Dade from both his
political party and the five-man junta. "If it is true that obstacles
found along the way have been enormous,” he said in his resignation letter
to the junta, "it is no less certain that there is an ingbility on the part
of the junta to take actions against those whom I see as the principal
opponeﬁts of the process, and.that evefy day it becomes more and more clear
that these individuals are to be found within the government itself."

Dada cites as an example the refusal of the Minister of Defense to take
punitive actions against those militaryrofficials who participated in a
ceup attempt sgainst the goverrment in late February. |

In his resignation statement to the secretary general of the Christian
Democratlc Party, Dada, who as Foreign Minister had represented the newly-
formed Salvadoran government at the -October 1979 meeting of the 0.A. S.
general assembly in Bolivia, said: "™The two criticisms we have made
concerning the actions of the Government in which the Party claims to
participate~-the meintenance of repression'and complacencylin the face »f
interfentionist foreign plans--constitute the gravest accusations of
behavior absolutely contradictory with the posture our Party has maintained

throughdut twenty years of struggle on behalf of the Salvadoran pecple.



rTo accept this course of action in return for a share of the power--more
~ formal than real--constitutes unacceptable lameness which allows the
governmentsal process to degererste into something neither democratic nor
Christian."”

'Under the Christian Democratic-military govermment in power since the
first week of January, repression,including killing by security forcesjhas
increased to levels unknown under General Romers. In the first week of
March alone, 156 persons were killed by security forces during a period of
no confrontatioﬁs. According <o a March lT‘release of Amnesty International,

"The government's announcement of agrarian reform....was
coupled with a state of seige censoring the news media,
Amnesty International said. Since then, it has received
reports of 80 people, including at least 28 children, killed
in Cuscgtlan Depertment alone. In Chalatenango Department,
a circle of fire was 1it arcund s village to prevent local
people escaping: troops then entered the village, killing
some 40 people and abducting many others, according to
reports received by Amnesty International.

‘ Troops operating in open coordinaticr with the paramilitary

organization ORDEN have shot or asbducted peasants, razed
villages and destroyed crops in Suchitoto and Morazan Department,
as well as in Cuscatlan and Chalatenangc, the organization said.

The authorities said troops were ordered to occupy plantations
to be expropriated under the agrarian reform. Under these orders,
Amnesty International said, they attacked villages supporting
oppogitlon peasant unions, the Christian Federation of Salvadorian
Peasants, and the Union of Rural Workers. Lend seized has been
handed over to members of ORDEN, a movement organized by El Salvador's
previous government to use clandestine "guerrilia-style" +error
against govermment opponents and now re-named the Frente Democratico
Nacionalista (Nationalist Democratic Front).

In this resignation lettér, signed by seven Christian Democrats, refereﬁce

is made to the agrarian reférm implemented Mafch 6th: "How can the present
process succeed 1f the feasants are repressed on a daily basis merely for
organizing themselves? How can this process hope to reach fruition when the
organizations repfesenting thousands of peasants have not even been consulted
while; to the comtrary, the daily and growing repression against those
'organizations renders impossible any dialogue with them? How can this process
serve democraéy if, far from the democratic framevork in wﬁich the Party

envisioned it taking place, 1t 1s carried out under a state of seige?"



The U.S. govermnment continues-to believe that in E1l Salvador reform
can precede éohtrol over the security forces involved for the‘past three
months in massive killing. The U.S. goverﬁment continues to believe that
"the center" can ‘be fortified during a state of seige, during a perisd of
severé repression, under a government with little social base or support.
The U.S. government continues to support actively a governemnt that has
not complied with 0AS Inter-American Commigsion on Human Rights
recommgndations on the dissolution of the paramilitafy group ORDEN, the
right of campesinos to form and join organizations and the right of the
Catholic ¢hurch to assist in those organizational efforts. The U.8.
_government plans to send additional military assistance to an armed forces
whose command positions are in the hands of 0ld-line militsry shown to be
unwilling to stop this represgion. The U.S. government continues to
seek a military solution for political problems.

To avoid any further contributions on its part to the militarization
of Central America, the U.S. government should make an immediate review of
Present policy towards E1 Salvador. The U.S. government should heed the
words of Archbishop Oscar Romero that "it would be unjust and deplorable
if-the intrusion of foreign powers were to frustrate the Salvadoran pecple,
were to repress it and block its autonomous decisions about the economic‘
and political path that our country cught to follow." Monsiggor Romer»
has been the g}eatest leader end moral leader of the Salvadoran people;

He will not now pass into history; he will live on slways aé a national

hero, a symbol of the struggle for the poor, the struggle for human rights

and peacé. The burial and the éttendant acts will see the largest popular
outpouring in the history of El Salvador: all political, democratic, labor
guild and religious organizations; tens of thousands of unaffilisted perscn: and
hundredé‘or representatives of internaiioﬁal organizations will be on hand

to pay tribute to this hero of justice and of peace. This same man who will



" recelve both_national and international recognition, took g public stand
against military aid, in an open letter to President Carter. Approval of
this military aid will be transformed for the United States government and
people into the éépudiation and indignation of hundreds of thousands of

Salvadorans, Central Americans, and members of the world community.
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TESTIHMONY Or R SIMON SMITH, S§.J., EXECUTLVE SUECRETARY, JESUIT
'MISSIONS, C¥ THE CCCASTON OF THE ASSASSINATION or

ARCHBIS‘OP OSCﬂR ARNULFO ROMERO OF SAN SALVADOR

MY NAME IS FATHER STNON SYITH, A& CATHOLIC PRIST OF THE
SOCIETY OF JESUS. I AM COORDINATOR OF ABOUT 900 U.S. AND
CANADIAN JESUIT uISSICNn\TES IN CVER FIFTY COUNTRIES (NONE OF
WICH - BY THE wav ARE IN CENTRAL AMERICA AT THIS TIME).

ELOAUSE OF THEIR CCQE{ITHENT TO THE POOR ”hI“H MY JESUIT
PEERS Aco OTHER CLERGY AND RELIGIOUS HAVE MADE IN EIL SALVADCR,
SOME OF P’ BAVE PAID WITH OUR LIVES,

LAS& EVENING, AS YOU KKOW,VTHE ARCHDISHCP OF SAN SALVADOR;
OSCAR RCEER VAS ASSASSINATED WHILE CELERBRATING #Ass.

YOU;HAVE ALL READ, I AM SURE, HIS ELOQUENT PLEA TQ PRESIDENT

CARTER iﬁ A LETTER OF FEBRUARY 17, IMPLORING THE U.S. NOTATO SEN
" MORE MILiTARYJAID TO EL SALVADOR. NOW HE HAS BEEN TREACHERQUSL
ASSASSINATED EY THE VERY MEANS OF VIOLEWCE HE HAS SO OFTEN OPPOSED
AND PUBLICLY BEGGED US TO QPPOSE. |

IN THE NAME OF HIS BLOOD, GENTLEMEN, IN TIE NAME OF THE JUSTICE
HE wITNE$SED TO AND HAS NOW SACRIFICED HIS LIFE FOR, IN THE NAME
OF TIHE MASSES OF EL SALVADOR WHOSE PRIMARY SPOKVSPL190Y HAS NOW
BEEN PER&ANENTLY STLENCED..... IN THE NAME OF GOD, GENTLENEN, STOD
THTS NAD\MILiTARIZATION OI" THE FORCES QF VIOLENCE AND REPRLSSTON °

IN EL SALVADOR, YOU SURELY HAVE BEEN MADE AWARE THAT ANY MILTTARY



AID YOU SEND TO KL SALVADCR, AUTOMATICALLY AKD INELUCTABLY ENDS

~

UP IN THE 'ELANDlS OF THE HMILITARY AND PARA-MILIT:’\RY RIGIHTIST
GROUPS WIIO ARE TﬁEMSELVES AT THE ROOT OF TIIE PROBiEMS OF THE
COUNTRY.

.THQIFUNAERAL THIS THURSDAY OF ARCHBISHOP RGHERO WILL
'ENDOUBTEDLY BE THELARGEST GATHLRIKG OF HUMAN BEINGS EL SALVADOR
WILL EVER HAVE KNOWN. AT A MOMENT WHEN THE COUMTRY WILL BE
HONCRING ITS LATEST MARTYR, ITS GREATEST HERO COF- HEVPEOPLE TO DATE,
IT HWCULD BE EXTREMELY GROSS FCR US TO BE VOTING VURTHER MILITARY

AID. SUCH AN ACTION COULD BEING UPON US ONLY THE GRAVEST

]
t
@
>
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OPPROERITM! AND SCORN ~-- SOMETHIN ILL AFT'ORD TCO RISK

RIGHT NCW IN EL SALVADOR.
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o -Boredobz and "Alarm,’ o

P-EOPLE’ IN THIS COUNTRY swing from boredom
-10 alarm at the prospect of coups or revoturions in

Central America. The ho-hum reaction is a traditional
North American response to turgid developments
south of the border. The alarm follows when the inade-
quacies of ho-hum start to be recognized. Until Jast fail,
the United States remained indifferent to El Salvador,
the hemisphere’s most active volcana. Then, the admin-
istzation got scared. [t decided that the risks of a “seq-

“ond Nicaragua,” a second Central American revolution
that might go Cuba’s way, outweighed the comforts of
its. preferred non-intervention Policy. It started inter-
vening, in a poiifical sense, to an extent that has made
El Salvador the most interesting laboratory of Ameri.
¢an policy anywhere in the worid.

- The scene couid hardly have been less mviting. For
more than four decades the United States had com-
tributed to the building of a2 vast soeial explosion,
which was ajready coming, promising 2 terrible eivik
war and a geopolitical calamity, Then the administra-
tion. began trying to muifle or channel thap explo-
sion. Military intervention. Vietnam style or any
Style, plainly was out, although it had its partisans in
the Pentagon and 2mong the unreconstructed Saiva
doran right. The classic liberal response, to bring
along sociai reform and popular participation by easy
Stages, was 1o less irrelevant in the context of EI Saj-
vador’s advanced deterioration.

The policy finaily chosen, or partly chosen, was to
make an audacious gambie on the Saivadoran mili-
tary: to transform key elements of it from custodians
of a rorting, vioient status quo to caretakers of re-
form. This has involved a delicate appeal to .the
patriotism and institutional interest of the armed
forces by providing supplies fand the prospect of
training) and by seeking their commitment to Tuly
vast efforts at social redress, centering om land
reform. The risk of this policy lies in the corruption
of substantial parts of the military and their iden-
tification with repression. The promise of the policy

‘lies in its readiness to deal with 2 real centar of

power, one with important elements interested in
modernization, and :o0 harness those elements to
change, ' -
Many of the broadly based poiiticai groups that will
have to be brought into the new order to.make it
work are frankly skeptical, if not contemptuous, of
the idea that the military includes potential aiites, not
Just assured foes. A deep pessimism inelines many cit-
zens 10 feel that progress can come only by cataciys-
mic violence. This puts an extraordinary burden on
the military to earn popular confidence by limiting
viclence and making Iand reform work. It putsa spe-
cial burden on' the United States to continue its
wager onr the armed forces. only if they show thems-
selves worthy of it. . . :



Ulie SBUREE VUL

Thur=dav, \Iarch ‘70 1980

l

e

Tnstitute for Poli cyStLdlos

By CYNTHIA ARNSON

*

‘Wrong way to help

Even before the last shots of the Nicar-
aguan revolution were fired, U3 oificiais
. carefully began planning a long-overdue
policy oward Cenrtral America. Acutely
aware that, in the words of then-Asst
Secretary of State Viron Vaky *. .. deep
grievances, legitimate needs for reform

. and basic demands for squity ... are 50
fundamental that change cannot e aveid-
ed,” policymakers began a search for soiu-
tions to the region’s nroalems that would
ensure that change in Nicaragua's neigh-
bors was “peaceful and evolutionary”
tather than “violent and radicai.”

Today, all eves are on El Saiwdor a
tiny country rujed for uECadE‘S by a orutal
military on behalf of a tiny L;nu—nolumg
elite. Now governed by the second of two
civilian-militarv juntas 1 ruie since last
Qctober's ouster of Gen. Carlos Humberto
Romero, Ei Salvador is beset by vipience
that could lead to civil war. The lack of
popular support for the current junta,
coupled with soaring reoression ov gov-
ernment security forces and paramiiitary
groups that exceeds that even under dom-
ero, is the centrai feacure of 2] Saivador's
political landscape.

Last week, leading Christian Deme-
¢rat Hector Dada Hirezi resigned his post
in the five-man junta: rencuncing both
bis goverament and his pacty, Dada
‘joined seven other leading Christian
Democrats in denouncing government-
sponsored human cights vioiations, as

well as the junta’s pian to carry out an-

agrarian reform under conditions of a
state of siege and wichout the participa-
tion of peasant arganizatons.

Despite this assessment ov leaders the

US once backed. policymakars o 'Wash-

. ingron have Jevised a package of econom-
ic and military assistance for £l Salvader

to promote the classic combination of “re-.

form with repression.”
Immediate US praposais to send 35.7
million in arms credits (o surchase wans-

port vehmles communications eguipment

———
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and riot contral gear can only give the se-
curity forces a greater capacity o engage
in their campaigns of terror. If Congress
approves this money, along with 33.3 mil-
lion slated for next vear, the US will be
deeply implicated in repression that has
aiready claimed over 730 lives this vear.
:vmaohcal.}, this aid appears o
piedge US suoport to a ;altenng regime
that is isolatea from the population and

-that is unable to control the very rences-

sion that helps keeo it in place. 1n zrac.
tice, military aid. though “non-iethal” in
creases the ef{iciency and tacticai maneu-
verability of military units who have
proven unresconsive ta US pressurss o
cease their ruthless raeties.

Last November, in a “humanitarian
gestura,” the U3 sent Zl Salvader 3205.000
in riot control gear and a six-man mocile
iraining team to raia the security forces
i riot control The cesuit, noted Arch-
bishon Oscar Arnulfe Romero, in a poig-
nant leftar to President Carrer, was that
“the security fnrces, with greater personal
protectien and efficiency, have repressed
ihe pecdle even more vioiently using
deadly weapons.”

Zaually troubdling are proposals 5]
send more Pentagon zersonnei to E! 3aj-
vader (@ train Army units in intaiiigence,
communications and logistics. Having
managed (o <ircumvent congressianal
oversight, the Carter Adminisiration aow

nas $300.000 in military training funds

from whnien tw finance this provocative
mezsure.
Had :he US sought many vears ago w0

‘prortote peaceful refoem in £] Salvador,

muiitary resression and poverty mignt not
nave led 10 such desp popular disatiecson
with the raditionai colitical process. The
US may act te adle to st0p civil war in 1
Salvader, but at least it could choose not
t0 be on the wrang side. .
Cyathia Arnson is an associate of
the [nstitute for Policy Studies in
Fashingron. . .
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San Salvador, March 3, 19830

ILLUSTRIOUS GOVERNMENT JUNTA
Gentlemen:

On January 6 last, the National Conventiom of the Christian Demo-
eratic Party nominated me to serve as its representative in the iilus-
trious Revolutionary Government Junta, and ordered me to work towards
the strict fulfillment, in spirit and in letter, of the program it had
presented to the Armed forces as a condition for Christian Democratie
participation in the government. Wheﬁ the Armed forces accepted a clear
comuitment to homor that platiorm, and upon the decision of the illus-
trious Junta to accept wmwe as a member, 1 assumed my post under an explicit
pledge to fulfill the Party mandate in a diseiplined wanner. |

While it is true that the obstacles alony the road have bheen
endrmous, it is equally true that the Junta is incapable of acting against
‘thoee whom I perceive to he %he,principal oppon=nts of the process, and
it is clearer with each pas:ins day tkat those porsons are encysted in
the very structure of the goverpument. The democratic goverament to be
dcoveloped is travelling a road towards totel perversion,

| I will not eunter into the details webind wy interpretation of
efents. The events themselves offer both ov?rwhelming aund unquestionable
pfoof of my assertion. %We have not been able to stop the repression, and
those comnitiné acts of repression Qisrespective of the authority of the
Junta gb unpunished; the promised dialogue with the popular orgaenisations

fails to materialisze; the chances for producing reiorms with the support

/A

of the people are receding beyond reach; eic. And, if there waere need
of another examnle, it would be served by the prepotent statements of the
Minister of Dafemse contradieting a military member of the Junta and
mocking the demands of the Christian Democratic Pa}ty by averriang, prior
to any ruling by the Military High Court of the Revolutionary Government

Junta,that there would be no changes in the command of the military; this,

* & .more



in addition ﬁo'denying the existence of a planned coup d'etat of whieh
" you are well-aware. This posture, like that of the perpetrators of the
planned coup, will once again enjoy couwplete impunity.

I do not believe it necessary to expand further on +the causes
underlying the decision set forth at the end of this letter. In a note to
the Christian Democratic Perty, 1 have ealready eluborated the reasons for
whicﬁ I can no longer serve as a representative of that political insti-
tution at the highest level of government. 1f my interpretation of the
facts is in fundamental contradiction with the line set Fforth by the pres-—
ent high leadcrship, my political ethie impedes me irom going on while I
know that that line will not prevent the perversion oi the process, as 1
have mentionéd. For this reason, gentlemem, I find myself faced with an
unavoidable obligation to render my irrevocuable resignation from the post
honorably entrusted to me by the illustrious Junta. I do this with the
conviction that it is the best way tor me to serve the most authentie
interests of the Salvaéoran people. '

1 wish to make known to you that my decision implies no judgment
whatsoever on your personages. Facts, not good intentions, determine
political reality. And so, in faaing oy leave, I wish to offer you my

thanks for the human solidarity you have always showed me,
Most respectfully yours,

Héctor Miguel Antonio Dada Hirezi




Tc tke attezntion of
the Secretary Cereral of
the Christian Democratic Party

- Mr. Secretary Ceneral:

We, the undersigrad members of tte Christian Cemperatic Party, believe
that our yeers of xembership iz ke Party and our »read pariicipation in
Party activities bear witness to our ccmmitment ¢ the principles of
democracy and of sccial teachings of Caristiamity.

t is precisely because of our fidelity %o Lthese principles that we have
attezpted, through all zeans within our grasp aad 2t all levels of the Parsy
structure including tke ¥etiomal Conventicn, %0 promote swarsness af the
urgent need for rectification of the Dar ¥'s present direction; tut ocur
eflorts -ave ot btorne satisfactory resulizts. ,

Qur present posture results from the following considerations:

I. We believe that the conditions demesndsd Tublicly of the Armad
Forces by the Party as Prersquisite Lo particization in she GCovermment --
conditicns publicly accepted 2y the Armed Torees -- were meant to ancompass ,
above all alse, restect for the humen Tights of the teoples of the Republic.
This respect for humen rights is incompatible wish vae exacerdatad and
growing repression exercised against the FoTular organizations szad 2g2inst
tke Teopls in gepersl. In tuth, the 2ttitude of 2 s CTor of the Arzad
Forces, including those officers Fresently ocoupying xey sositionms within <he
operative mecrhanism of the army and the oublic security vodiss, impliss not
only 2ctions contrary to even 2an elerental restect for the most furdamental
Qumen rights -- such as tie rizns Lo life and persgnal security -- mut aven
gctions at variancs with ke tradictional military discinline of chedience ta
the Comzander in Caief of the Armed Forces whish is presently constituted oy
tte Revglutionary Govermment junta. Continuad =ale atigr of this state of
affairs oy the Pariy and its bigh officials necessarily sntails 2 messure of
resTonsibiiity for thoss activities. The Par<y and i
recdsr themselves morally-scccuntable a e Sizo unleasped
Caily against the Salvedorsn pecpls. Furtioermere, thke program of structural
reforzs, with which we ktave zlways teen in agres ;, loses zll 2ffsctiveness
1f oot implemented in 2 climate of freedom: which is to say, unless accompaniad

atic parzticization oy she
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officials thereby
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organizatices repressentative of the regpla.
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II. Alchough there has 2s yet been no official deelarzzion ac
3 b g

interventicnist intentions of foreizzn goverare T3, such as the i on of z=he
United Statas, it i5 & Zact that bosh this Government's and this Parwv's
aviitude za2s teen charactarized Ly complacenzy. This includes the aztitude
towards the United States’ offsr %o send 2 iarge quantity of military matarial
and 36 counter-insurgency instrucisrs %o Il Salvedor to izplement a "special,
apti-subversive war.” Fajlure to reject such pronosals transiorzs us, within
tie context of foreign countries’ plans, into 2 dattlelisld For the strugsles
l-ﬁ-\n

of the Surerpovers,theredy =xposing our Teonls o sur? ke aizapdapt

consequences. Lending cmessell to 2 foreign intervensi

whatsoever is, plainly speaking, treason. This condarmaz
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t3 all forms of forsign intarvention, regardlsss of
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“lon applies aqually

in, We will agually
coadern intarventica by azy country, capizalist o 1ist, sizould such
octur during ke civil var today threatening 3 3



L
~ lameness wnich allows the governmental 3Irocess o degenerate intc scmetiing

-Government Junta and left Zor Mexico, where he remains to this day.

5 letter, znd wiii an energstic
condemnation of Yotl the continucus repression and the provcsed Forsign
interventicn, we kersby inforz she Christian T 2tic Pars _
irrevogable resizmaciorn from its ranks. WwWe wish S0 make <l 22t we sontinue
believing in the primciples of demccracy and shke social ts2ciaings of Christianicty
and vill continue to suprort those principles for the remsind ¢ our lives;

= IIZ. Regarding the program of structural reforms progosed Sy the
Party, we wisk to zake qlear our completa agreement vith and decided suppors
for such reforms.. Yonetheless, 2s we have also clearly stated, 2 program
of "reforms with repression” rums contrary Lo the fundaments of Christian
Democracy. Agrarian reform must 2ncompass a0t only the taiking of lands fro
the major sstata owners, dut, above all, the aconomic and rolitical participaticn
of peasant orzanizecions.

This bas always been the position of the Christian Democratic Party.
Elsewise, there is no explanmation or aur Zarty tavinrg condeamed th '
agrarian vransiorzmation program of the National Conciliaticn Party as
exclusionary of fr=e and organized peasarnt narzicliration, lacki-g of any
support Irom organized peasant zroups, and, in fewer words, tachnoccratic
and authoritarian. How can the Dpresent process succes=d if the Leasants are
repressed on 2 daily basis mersly for orgemizing tkemselves? Zow can this
process hope Lo r2eck Iruition when the organizaticns representing thousands
of peasarts zave 1ot 2vern teern copsulizd wkile, i the contrary, tis daily
and growiang rapression 2gaiast those orgznizations rezders impessivle any
dizlogue with them? How can this ®rocess serve demeccracgy 12, far from the
demneratic ramevorik ia which tke FParty snvisicned it taking place, 1t is
carried out under 2 stats of seige?...It is beczuse of these inconsisterzcies
that we have sirugglad within the Parsy for an =zé to the repression and L9
reject tke special var of counter-insurgency. Zowever, givea the presant
Party leadersinip, nome of our pless has been accorded any izmpersance.

IV. The two criticisms we nave made concerning the acticns of the
Goverament iz wioich the Party claizs to participate -- the maintsmance of
repre2ssion and complacexncy in the Jace of intarventionist foreign plans --

. sonstitute the gravest accusations of teravior absolutaly contradicta wita
3

the pesture our Party has maiatained thrcughout twenty yeers of sTTuggls on
vehall of tie Salvadorean teopls. To 2ccedt this course of action iz returm
for a share of the tower -- mors formal than resl -- constitutss uragsaspial

12

seltber demccratic gor Christian., Incredible as it zay seem, even the
Naticnal Cenciliaticn Party, woica for nearly tweaty years scourged our
couatry vith unwanted govermments knelt in supplicstion bhefore Yor=h American
imperialism, today 228 replaced our Tarty 2s sie voice of reason in these
evants.

It is for reesons such as the aforementicned, all of which have heen
discussed, that companers Zectar [ada Zirezi resigred Irom the Revolutionary

" For all of =he ressons set forth iz thi

but we take leave of this political body because we cznnot ecceDnt :the tenavior
of 2 lame and subservient leadersnip.

Respectfully, :
ROESRTO LARA VELALC FERNANDO DIAZ ICLRIGUEZ ZECTCR DADA HIFEZI
JUBEN ZAMORA ALZEERT) AKENE TRANCZISCS PANTAGUA
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