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Archbishop Romero

On March 4th the Carter Administration advised
four committees in Congress of its intent to repro-
gram $5.7 million for foreign military sales (FMS)
credits to the government of El Salvador. Widely
understood in Washington and elsewhere in this
country as the first instance of U.S. military
assistance to the faltering junta, the $5.7 million in
communications equipment and vehicles—approved
a month later by the two subcommittees holding
congressional review power—in fact comes on the
heels of two earlier U.S. attempts to influencereform-
minded Salvadorean officers and soldiers through
-military aid. _

In November 1979 the Salvadorean government
received from the U.S. $205,541 in anti-riot equip-

- ment, primarily tear gas and protective vests. Six

men from the U.S. military traveled to El Salvador to
train local military in the use of this equipment. In
mid-December, the Carter Administration repro-
grammed $300,000 in IMET (international military

ported aim of drawing the Salvadorean military
away from their decades-old practice of using
violence to repress the population. While anti-riot
equipment and IMET eredits had drawn relatively
little public or governmental attention, twoincidents
in early 1980 provoked a sudden awakening and
outcry within the United States regarding U.S.

to study what had rapidly become a controversial
policy issue and led to a bitter debate in the hearing
"and voting session of the House Subcommittee on
- Foreign Operations (chaired by Rep. Clarence Long,
D-MD) before its eventual decision to approve the
Administration plan.

The most significant of these 1nc1dents was a
February 17th letter to President Carter by Arch-
.bishop Arnulfo Romero, recently returned to his
country following a visit to the Vatican. In his

education and training) credits, again with the pur-

involvement in E]l Salvador, forced Congresspersons
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El Salvador. US Pushes Ahead Wlth
Military Aid Against Advice of R 1&

N
il

November 4th homily, the Archbishop had \urged
that any military assistance from the US be
conditioned to purification of the security forces, a
satisfactory resolution of the disappeared Land
bringing to justice those responsﬂ)le Recalling'the
anti-riot equipment sent in late November and

noting the sharp increase in repression by gcvern- '

ment forces in 1980, Mgr. Romero in his letter
charged that the vests and tear gas, rather than
proving a moderatmg influence on the military a8
had been hoped, in fact had provided better personal
protection for soldiers as they used lethal weapons
against the citizenry. :

The Archbishop called on Carter as a Christian to

- -stop any additional military aid to El Salvador and

thereby to allow the Salvadoreans the possibility pf

.resolving their own problems without outside 1nﬂue-

ence.
The other incident responsible for evoking a first
in-depth look at El Salvador by many had been the
discovery that the IMET credits offered to the
military-civilian junta in December were to be used
for sending twelve-man U.S. military mobile tran‘l-
ing teams to El Salvador for extended periods. A
February 14th Washington Post article on the tram
ing teams by Karen de Young, a study on military ald
to El Salvador by the Institute for Policy Studies and
a few dissident voices in the State Department wete.
in great part responsible for forcing the Administra-
tion to put a hold until time of this writing on thls
particular aspect of U.S. military aid to El Salvador
According to a State Department official, U.S. policy
towards El Salvador, within its military assistance
program, had hoped (or still hopes) to provide Umted
States “trainers”-—curiously differentiated by State
from “advisers”—for help in a “clean anti- subver-
sive war” in El Salvador. !
Debate on the question of U.S. military aid to El
Salvador began, in a limited way, as early as the fall
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