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QUATEMALA STITUATION

In San Juan Cotzal, Quiche, the place where Bill Wocds

was killed, four masked men from the military quarters -
which is the commandeered market place and building,

went through the town checking all of the men for military
identification cards. They told the men who had the I.D.
cards that they had to present themselves at the military
quarters, After they had gathered there the soldiers
kiilled three of the men supposedly to put fear into the
others. At noon, as 200 men were laying face down on
the ground being harassed by their military captors, six

guerrillas appeared to save them.

Bishop Gerardi and the priests of the Diocese of Quiche,
in protest againgt the threats against the lives of the
priests and laity, &s well as the assassination of the

two priests, decided to have only one Mass on Sunday in

. the Diocese, which was to be held at the parish where

Padre Faustino Villanueva was assassinated, When the
Superior of the Sacred Heart Fathers - the community that
Faustino belonged to - approached the town of Joyaba], the
people stopped him and informed him that the motorcycle
which appeq}ed in town the night Padre Faustino was killed,
showed up égain that day - (this motoreycle is ordinarily

kept at the military base in Santa Cruz).



July 28 -

The people said the Bishop should not come because there

was a plan to assassinate him also. Consequently none of
the priests nor the Bishop arrived. One hour and a half

later, a policeman asrrived at the Bishop's house and

inquired as to what was delaying him and when would he arrive?

Probably in partial retaliation for what happened on the
12th, 500 guerrillas at five o'eclock in the morning
surrounded the military gquarters in San Juan Cotzal. They
gave the soldiers, about 100 of them, the opportunity to

go free if they left their arms. Some of the soldiers,
however, decided to fight it out and sixteen were killed
and eight wounded. None of the guerrillas were killed -
they used the tombs in the cemetery for cover. After the
shooting, the guerrililas rang the church bellé and called
the people to a meeting to explain to them what was happening
in Guatemals. At T7:00 A.M., the guerrillas rapidly left the
town. At about 8:00 A.M. helicopters and planes of the

Air Force bombed the outskirts of this town, and seemed

to be the whole army of the area descended on San Juan
Cotzel looking for the Ejecito Guerrillero de los Pobres
guerrillas., The soldiers broke into the houses and took
8ll men between the ages of 12 to 60 to the military
quarters. As the soldiers corralled the men, many of them
were crying as they perceived the fate that the soldiers
planned for them, The soldiers picked out 60 men of each
group from 12 to 60, tied their hands behind their backs

and killed them one by one before the eyes of the others,
The survivors were forced to dig common graves. Before
leaving, the military commandant who is the head of the
Departments of Huehuetenango and Quiche, hollered to the
people: "The next time the guerrillas kill another soldier
here, we will ki11 all the men because you people bring us
problems.” {The army released the following story of the
incident: "In confrontation with the guerrillas in San

Juan Cotzel, the army killed 39 of them while only 3 soldiers

were killed.")



July 23 -

August -

Three army trucks, Tull of troops, various jeeps and a
helicopter occupied the village of La Estancia, situsted
15 kilometers from the capital of the Department of Auiche,
The occupation lasted from four in the morning until four
in the afternocon. During the same, the soldiers committed
numerous abuses and attacks against the men and women of
the village. Four peasants of this place were publicly
tortured and assassinated by the army. These four Indian
peasants were burned alive before their families and the
rest of the community. Before their deaths, stakes were
driven into their rectums, ears, mouths and eyes. The
ngmes of the four peagants tortured and burned correspond
to two brothers by the name of Chavez, and another man by
the name of Morsasles and another Tzoy. After the massacre

and numerous threats, the army withdrew.

The town of Catzal: 'In the first day of the month of
August, the information organs of Guatemala transmitted an
official notice of the army, in which it is communicated to
the people that iIn the town of Cotzal, guerrilla forces of
the Guerrills Army of the poor attacked the military
garrison of that town with the results of three officials

of the army killed and thirty guerrillas of the revoluticnaries.

The truth of these aectz iz the following: On the said day

the guerrilla forces attacked the military garrison which

for five days had committed dozens of assassinations and
rapes in said town. In this attack, four officers and forty
socldiers of the army died. Various hours after this attack,
military troops from other bases entered and occupied the
town of Cotzal. By force they gathered the population of
the town in-the plaza and shot sixty peasasnts publicly of
that place, threatening that if another soldier died in

that municipality, sixty women would be killed and the next
time, sixty children. All the people killed were defenseless

peasants., Not one guerrillas was killed.



The persecution by the army of Quiche continues against

the people and belongings of the Church. In spite of

the fact that on the 20th of July, the Bishop, priests

and nuns had to abandon the diccese, pressured by the

death of two priests and other attempted assassinations,
including that of the Bishop, the army is not satisfied.
Around the 3rd and Uth of August, the army violently
aséﬁg}ted and occupied the rectory of Cotzal and the
boarding school of the pominican Sisters in Chichicasterange.
On Sunday, the 3rd, in the parish of Zacualpa, the christian
communities because of the forced absence of the priests,
determined that & catechist could perform the baptisms.

In the afternoon of the same day, armed troops walked
through the town looking for that catechist to kidnap him

or kill him, because according tc them, the laws of the
Guatemslan army prohibit Catechists to baptize. Fortunately
they did not find bhim.



More than 100 [ndizn peasants were reported kilied .

1 what was described as an ambush by landowners and
police In the small town of Panzow in the northern
province of Alta Verapaz. Panzos ia located about 200
Klometers north of Guatemaia City. According to the
Latin  America Burcau (LAB) in ~ Loadon, several
hundred [ndian peatants from the wirounding villages
had come to Panzos in order to protest to the locat

. authosities against the persistent attempts of the big

landowners o cemove them from the land they and their
families have iived on for gonerations.

The officlal account, released by the Guatemalan
Ministry of Defense, states thai 43 were killed and 17
wourded, besides the 7 soldiers who were wounded,
=when armed pasants staged 3 surprise attack on the
garison in Panzos.™ [n a declaration, the Government
aecused “left.wing goerrillas that operate in the northem
provinces of Guatemala and incite the peasants to invade

" privale estates.” The English Latin America Political

Report zsserted that President Kiell Laugerud Garcia
should have directly accused Cuba's Fidek Castro and the
guerrilla movement EGP (the Guerilla Anny of the
Poor) as well a1 other “subversive clements” such as
Catholic and Protestant prieses, of standing behind the
events which led to the bloodshed. 11 has been Urged
that such elements have been uiging the Indiang to take
ovet privately awned land,

Unofficial versions, however, state that the protesting
peasanty, who had come with their wives and children,
weee mat by 1 group of armed landowners on the market
place in Panzoa During the ensuing. collision, the
landownetn, acconding lo LAB, fucd on the unamned
peasants. Therafter, the soldiers fram the lacal gatsisdn
joined i, . i

The peasants fled in panic. Mors than 100 weys killed
in the ahcoting or drowned in the nearby Polochic
River, kn their desperate attempls 10 ¢scape the canage.
Several hundreds, it it rgporied, were wounded, Many
fled into the wooded hills near the city.

Amnesty  International rponed that the North

Guatemalan city of Panzos, where mare than 100 tndian

peasanis were killed on May 29th, has been cut off from
the outside wordd in order to prevent the visit of
obsecvers, especially from foreign countries, According
ta Amnesty Intematicuat, “there were 25 women and §
children among the dead,

Amnesty Intemational and local chutch and humani-
\arian ofganizations fear that the closing of Punzos, now
occupied by antkgucrrila wnits, will mean that the

wounded peasants who did not escape from the town,

will be tortured by the army, the anti-guerslla sobdiers,
o1 the local land-owners and the authorities. This is sad
1o be s normal procedure in Guatemala, where the,
authorities very scldom sdmit the existence of palitical
prisoners. Over the laxe ten years, &% least 20,000
individuals have been murdered of dissppeased.

Thg masszcre has brought along strong piotests from a .

large number of organizations in. Guatemala. Students
and wotken amanged 3 protest demonstration in the
capital on June L, and  laboe  unions, church
ocganizations, and student urganizations have demanded
2 thorough investigation of the affair.

The land problem ix not new in Guatemals, but it has
intensified in recent yean as big corporations and large
landownces move (o gain control over more land. The
land is coveted lugely 23 ¢ source of produciion of
expit Cfops {cocus, coifee, bananas, cutlon, ec) Bul
removing the [ndians from the land is aiso a way ol
forcing them Inlo the laber markel, making them
directly dependent on wage labos on the big cstates and
plantations. In thi§ way, the Indiany are forced 10
become part of the proletasial, and their lands and tabor
will be exploited in the interests of patienal »nd
iternttional monelary interests,
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* And tn Alla Verapaz, & new element hat come into the
picture. The large ofl deposits in neighbouring Mexico
have been proven (o originale from oustrata that extend
into the sbseid of Northerd Guatemals and Southern
Belize {which i1 claimed by Guatemala.) In some parts of
{he very thinly populated northern province of Ei Peten,
oil has been found and expioitation har started.
However, In ocder to get any profit from the od, it must
be transported to the center of the country. This is o e
accomplished by means of a pipeline that is lo pas
through Alta Verapaz, in¢luding the Panzos district. Oil
prospecting is presently in progress in Alta Verapaz.

t951. This reform was revoked afler s ClA-omganized
invasion by mescenazies biought a right-wing regime o
power in 1954.)

In addition to the conflict over land, the drastlc rise in
prices which Guaternala has expenenced this Spring has
also centributed to unrest nod only mnung the {ndian
peamants, but also among the woikers end other wage
garnen in the citics. The price of bread bas gone up by
25%, sugar by 6(r%, electricity by 27%, city busser by
100%, and telephones by 40%. These price nics e
especially disastrous for the hundreds of thousands of
small Fzrmers and landworkers that almost completely
depend on the extremely muodest sages they can carh on
the piantations, a few months a year, during the hasvest
sesson, Their situation becomes desperate when the land
is cither laken away frown them or becomes s0 expensive

! that they are ro longer 2ble ko pay the laxes imposed on

them.

These pressures have produced’ nol only

J demonstrations, but also a guerrila movement which

operates with success in many places. This is only
possible because it finds suppart among the focal Indian

- population, .and because Lhe peasants, gnce the 19603, °

are acquainted with guerrilla watfare,

As cviction attempts increased over the last few
months, the peasants organized and tried to defend their
rights through legal channgls. The only answers they
received wene false promises and increased repression,
Most recently, three peasant leaders were kidnapped. On
May 29, a group of 700 16 {500 men, women and
children marched to the town plaza to inquire about the

1 fate of their three missing companetos and to ask that

. L . L
“They aré chikiren of shy smiles, peace, bove, and muih”

The Panzos srea, like the rest of Alta Verapaz aswell
as Quiche, has bacome a boom arex — a focal point for
govemment development  programs including  land
colonization schemes and a transnational highway. Much
of the recent interest stems from the discovery of large
nickel and oil depasits in the area, now being explojted
by transnational corporations The value of land has
skyrocketed accordingly, #nd large [andowners have
moved 1o evict the Kekchi Indizn peasants who have
scratched out a lving there for over a cenwry. The
govemment “agrarian refarm™  agency, INTA, has
callaborated with the large landowners, giving them legal
title 1o the land. Significantly, the head of INTA i the
former president’s brother. The Minister of Defense also
owns farge properties in the area.

Ol is behind the present conflict In Alla Verapat. The
prnjecl;d pipetine and wildcat drilling have meant that
prices for land have begun 1o rse. The big landowners,
¢xapecting even highet fand prices, often try Lo drive IhAe
Indisn peasanus from fhe jant. They are assisted in this
effort by the Guatemalan militaey forces. Genesal
Rames Lucas Garcia, who has sucteeded Kigl Laugerud
a3 President of Guatemala, is one of the big landowners
in the Alta Verapaz province. He is considered &
cansevative, - .

It i very difficult far the Indian peoplke of Guatemala
10 defend their fand rights. Many of the Indians <o not
pussess lilles to theiy lands, and they fuce slnost
overwhalming power wicided by the huge landewners,
the corporations, and the Guatemalan authoritics, Native
people in Guatemala often have a tradilional and
prescriptive right to the land Uwcy live on ardd cultivate,
and Guatemala has eften faded to recognize that kind of
right 1o land. Theeughout most of Gualemala's history,
that right has notl been systematically challenged. Unud
naw. (ft is true that sevecal hundred thousand Indiany
have iost their land over the past 24 yeurs, but jt has
mainly been land scquired undes the land mfom of

their rights to the Jand be respected.

The army ind landowners were ‘ready for them.
According 10 peasanty whe escaped [rom the scene, &
group of eight landowners had broughi' 'S0 soldiers
from the mulitary base at Zacapa and were wailing for
the peasant gioup to arrive, The soldiers opened up on
the crowd with machine guns and grenades.

Some people, including five women with babiex,-

drowned as they iried 10 escape accoss the Polochic
River, Others were huntzd down or died for lack of
medicad attcation, since the army barred the Red Cross
from entering, The dead were quickly buried in a mass
grave, Flavio Monzon, 3 landowner and local chiefl of the
ultra-fight wing MLN parly, claimed to have been
wuthorized by the Guatémaian President and the
Minister of the Interior 1o il the peasais, (He later
denied his statements.) . .

Ny S etuay
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DAL e o and wten ey pumizd L Low
wnhikely 1t 4 that peasants wuuld aitack a military
~Outpost srmed only with machetes and accompanied by
_their chiklren,

© The massacre at Panxos has cavicd widespread putrage
in Guatemala, On June 8, 30,000 people marched
dhrough  Guatemals City, culminating a week of
demornstraiiuns and prodesis by student, Iabor, chuich,
peatant and professional groups. The protesiers have
Been aiking for 2 thorough investigation 10 detemmne
who s responsible for the massacre and demanding e
resignation of Defense Minister Spicgeler. Coliections of
medicine and money have becn {aken up for the
mirvivory, especially the ofphans.

P
nz bl o
a doltar-eday wages and living in open sialls.

PeISAS 3¢ pegrouping m 4he s o " attack™ agaia. the
semy has occupwed the eniere area. Helicopters are
tracking down those peasants who managed 1o run 1o
safely in the hills, while Navy boans patrol the Polochic
River. Prexs and medical personnel have been escorted in
oaly ance; keaders of popular omganizations have been
denicd entrance, Soldiers from bases at Coban, Zacapa
and Boptun patrol the sirects and hills — among ther
lasge contingent of anti-guerrilia Special Forces known
a4 kuibiles. .

Many of the protesters pointed out that Panzos forms
part of u larger pattem of pessccution and attacks
against the peasaniry, semming from resistance to
misetable living and worsking conditione While one
percent of the populstion owns neatly 80 per cent of the

;land, most peasants live on tiny, eroded piots which
.‘Vﬂ
e, §

don’t produce enough for them to feed their famifies.
Three quasters of all Guatemalan childzen under Five are

1 ished. Many p turn to szesonal work an
the large coflee, cotton and catcle farms, eaming

The

P
*

; \ bishop and priesty of Quiche Province concur,
oL dcnnu_ncipg the “‘systemstic and implacable
. - extermination of community leaders and  church
. Ltypersons in northern Quiche™ by the ammy and private -
|- goon wuads of the landowners. Over 100 people have
E bee_l'i killed over the fast three years in the Ixil and Ixcan
« Fegiuns, prompting letters of protes! feom the p:ésmu

. and Church, The Committce for Justice and Peace, &

“Lt's nat right for us o be assassinated and kidnapped
y the army, which we are toid is here to defend us,
hen in realily it i we who must defend ourselves
gainst the aomy.,"

These words were pant of an open letter to
atemala’s President Laugerud sent in May by indian
eatanls in northern Quiche Province.

-3

Guatemala Massacre of Indians

chuschuelated graup,. wriles: “We zlso know af the
disappearance and assassination of scveral people in
Tactic of Alla Verapaz, on the sauthern coast, in Tecpan
and oiher places; of the treacherous sttack on peasant
it San Martin Jilotepeque and many other cases which
appear every day in the newsgapers 1agether with the
news of evictions of peasants lromn theiz lznds, price rises
for cverything, and Jow wages; and the forced
recrvitment of peasant youths for the amvy, which takes
them to the barracks and then forces them 1o kill their
uwn people...” - R
Gen. Romeo Lucas Garcia will be forced to try 10
resolve this aggravated land conflict, And it ds a difficult
conflict 1o resolve, because theee are pawerfui econemic
intercits behind . the efioris to sccure the land of the

GUATEMALA CITY — Lok justa "
few minvies of salid. frentied gunfire
for the Guatemalen Asray W ciear the
willage square st Panios. When the
shooting stopped, bodiea of chuldren,
women and men lay bieeding ameng
the ueer. Survivors, meny of themn
waunded, had [led swreaming down
the asnd roads. Five lerror-airicken
women halding babies had jumped
inta the nearby Polochi river and
Arowned.

k4 has hecome known en the “Pan-
ros massacre,” thin bloadbath in »
Nesch: Indian viilsge, 80 milas
nurtheast of here on the morning of
May 23 Ay in sa often the casg when
armied military, unirmed civilisns
anvd mass graves art wwvolved, casusl-
1y figures were diawuied. The govern-

_ In acountry where 2 percant of the
populstion slrendy holds 67 percentaf
wrable land, it was ensy for wealthy
people ta mave in 2nd start buying up
large tractn af land sround the
highway. *The gavernment made one
gread mistake there, (b gava
sold land titer w sutsisders,
offi¢inl of the Agratian Raform
Inatituts. “{L went o politicians, ths
rich, the military. They il prabbed
what they rauld. There ara largs un-
tauchable estates wi call ‘the tons of
the genersle” These new titles, he
“apid, now made squatters of Lhe illi-
erate, unsuspecting [ndisns.

The eveni at Panzcw broughl 1ens of
“theuyands of protesters vut to raliies 1n
Guatemals City. Students, membare
af religious grou ps, lawysrd and uniona

. shouted "Cawdrds, assaarna” in front -

ment said 38 peuple were ailled and aa
many were wounded. Catholic Cliurch

uf the guvernment palpce. A week-long

wurkery in the srea prepared a
pruvisional hst of 114 dead. The Red
Croul wis unuse.

The srmy had kept ot ther am-
hulances unul lale altermoun. By chen,
recalled Juan Cus, whuse futher had
been piled, lifeless, on  truck, "they
had tiuown all the dend inta & big
hule.™

Guatemala, though perenaninlly
Wroubled by politucal wiolence snd for
thres decsades describad aa
“dangerovily polarued,"” has been
badly shaken by this mass willing of
[ndian {smilies. Viclent dasth ysaslly
tomes in smallar sumibers hare, and
prefevebiy al might,” whan ihe
stsailants Famain wadent:fied.

M T Tt St 5oy ynm ek

Lund clpime by the Indiana
tggered the masences although it is
only the climax o more thaa 1wo years
of tcrision, murders mnd svicuons in
the imlated provinces of Quiche wnd
Alla Verspaz, At stake nre the lands
inhabited by Kebchi snd Quicha
Moyen Indisns for longer thas they
can rernember. But their often com-
munally held farms nevar gou the titley
by which weatern saciety in tha capaal
reulaton pfoperty.

Then, « decade uga, thess unappeal-
ing highlands and junglss proved io
huld @14 and nichal deposta. A nicksl

.dienou

harrage of newspaper sdvertisemants
ced the governmens's vermHons
which slteenauvely suid the Lodisn
peavants had “actacked the aremy g
rison"” — sithough Panzes has no
military xarriun — snd Uhat there
huad beea & pedssnt uprising, in-
wugated Dy Lefust guerrillias, Fudal
“Castre snd relipous groups.

A pieced together fTum infarviews
itk military apokesmen and Kedchi
witvivars, Pansos seerns Lo be another
ciunpdews o the country’s Indunl
mpjunty which w alowly narung n
assert 14 fightn, Over the last theee
t has slightly .

mine cpsned, and tha [
brought in elevericity and  started
buikding & highway. -

. yduiw, the quver

tagieea101r "o peanant -

organitatiana, which breught hitter

ihe ulltdreactionary policy of the difierent gn¥ernenly
has suefaced. Guatemala has sen not only prutest
demonstrations in the citles, but ko gKestumy of
tympaihy, ariket, and the like. The Guatemalan
landr:lwner-gcnuzi ftom Alta Verapaz has inhenited 1
palitical estate in bankruptcy, a fact strongly stressed by

the massacre in Panzos

(The information in this report was lagely drawn from
the June 1978 IWGIA NEWSLETTER, to whom we are

grateful for this information.)
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By Marlise Simons

protears from the slite. “The élita in
Guatamsls wre not ordinary conser-
vatives,”” & weli-placed Weatern
diplemat hers comnianted. “They are
closa to nenndarthals.”

The week before the massacre,
waslthy lsadownars who had
traditionally enjeyed gavernment sup-
port called in tha muitary, claiming
Indisn peasants wers going (0 Like
over the Panzos village hail and in-
vade lands. The Indisns wanwd wa dis-
cuus theit lend Lenure prablems unce
again with the mayor. The meyor, not

“an Indian, reportedly twid one of the

Indian leaders to come “On Mondey,
but come ia & large group, otharwise
you may be artacked.”

On Monday murning, some 700
Kokchi [ndiana frum hamieta nesrhy
gothered on the village aquare, the
mwen garrving thair focls, and the
women holding babies. "We did not gu
L attack, we would not hove brought
uur wamen and childran,” said one of
the Indi aders, now hiding sutside
Panzu; e were going to hand over a
peation” 1o the mayar,

But instead af the mayor, the
Kekchin fuund weldiers holed up in the
town hail. Thers was sume pushing
and shovipg at tha doar. Then tha
swidiers opeasd (ire. “The shooting
came from sverywhers -- fram the
rooftaps, Lhe windows and from the
hquses around the square.” recalled
une Kakchy survivar, whosa leit eibow
and knet ware ahattared by bulieds.

Ssvezal embarrassed: gevernizai
officiala have condemned 1ha

=& %’q
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massacre. One is the hrathee of Presi-
den: Kjell Laugerud, who rodirects
the land reform inatitute and blamed
the incidents on "thg landowners'
greed.”

Among chose bern who support
socinl and ecoaomic change, Lhere is
hopa chat Panzos has zacved Lo
dramatize the plight af the country’s
Mayan descendants, who accounc for
2.5 mitlien of Guatemals's 6.3 mitlian
population. Mot of the Indisns live
un pny paiches of lend or work in
serflike conditions, on hugs calsies,
often, for 15 cents a day. According to
government stabalics, 80 percent of
thewr children under fiva sulfer
malnatntivn and moat of the sdujis do
not speak Spanish, let alove read or
wile, .

But fureign development siperss
here have tiile hupe Lhat the country’s
amall military send bsmded eluse will
wlerate much change, General Koineo
Lucas, wha ook over Lhe presidency
o Juiy 1, and comes fram an ares oot
(ar (rum Panzu as prumised to am-
prove tha Indian’s iot.

Stata  [department officals have
~aid privately that Gustemals has une
al the warst humhen rhls recurds in
this  hemiaph “Yiulence hea
dimtmahed somewhat 1 the last faw
-years, but every month thera ace atifl
75 tp M) uneeplained politival destha
in ?hu\nru una afficial said
recently “Thin dues not came fram Lhe
government per as, but from pedpie ta
iha tinudaton busness who sre of-
JMicially talyrated.”




