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FOR FURTHER READING:

0

The interested reader is referred to a recent

outstanding publication on the situation in Guatemala:

Roger Plant: GUATEMALA UNNATURAL DISASTER

Latin America Bureau
Londeon 1978 (ISBN 0 906156 01 7)

In AXWESASNE NOTES, Vol.7, Number 1, Early Spring
1975, there is an excellent special section on the Indians
of Guatemala. One of the essays, The Situation of Indian

Peoples in Guatemala, is written by Antonio Pop Caal, a

Kekchi from Coban, Alta Verapaz.

spot by the various organizations, etc,, speaks for itself:
this material leaves no doubt as to where the responsibility
should be placed. Of paramcunt interest are the very detailed
and indignant declarations made by ecclesiastical authorities
and the "Comité& Pro Justicia Y Paz": they show how the Church
in Guatemala is beginning to assume its primary purpose: the
protection of the humble. As in other Latin American
countries, it now at last speaks up against the oppressive
State.

The Document shows the tremendous impact the massacre
made in Guatemala, and how people of different creed and
convictions rallied and rose in protest. Panzés has already
become a symbol of the oppression endured by the Indian
peasants all over Latin America. Panzds will never be for-
gatten, but Panzfs may happen mewh unless the world opinion
is kept informed and sensibilized. It is IWGIA's hope that

Document No. 33 may contribute to this.
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to protest the Panz&s massacre and also to commemorate the
first anniversary of the assassination of labour lawyer and
university professor Mario Lop&z Larrave., Something new in
the march was a visible presence from the Christian sector:
Catholic and Protestant groups marched in their own part of
the demonstration. Newspapers said that 60,000 or 80,000
peocple marched on this day and called the demonstration the
largest since the days of Jacobo Arbenz (President of the
Republic 1951-1954).

On Wednesday, June 7th, a Spanish nun working in the
Alta Verapaz diocese, Sor Raymunda Alonso Q., was deported
to El Salvador, allegedly for "meddling in politics". This
decision d% the Government caused widespread indignation and
protests,

On Tuesday, June 1l3th, the "Comit& Pre Justicia y Paz"
organized and celebrated a large public Mass in honour of
the victims of the Panz8s tragedy.

"EL GRAFICO" 2.6.78

PANZOS GOES BEYCND CUR FRONTIERS

The Panzds tragedy, in which an as yet unknown
number of Indian peasants living in the villages of the
Polochic River valley were killed, has made an impact beyond
the frontiers of this country producing echoes abroad. The
name of Panzds, a modest town placed on the banks of Lake
Izabal, has suddenly become world famous for such unhappy
reasons,

Yesterday, it was mentioned in an article publish-
ed by the daily "El Imparcial" that information on the bloocdy
events of May 29th was broadcast by radio stations in
different parts of the world, such as the BBC in London, the
Voice of America (USA), the Voice of mmﬂamsw. and the
Spanish National Broadcasting Company. Likewise, a number of
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viclence with killings, kidnappings, torture, housebreakings,
intimidations, etc., in recent years,

2. The villages located in the Ixil area (Chajul,
Nebaj, Cotzal), Bl Ixcan, and the Reyna area, have been the
most affected spots. Over the last three vears, more than a
hundred people have disappeared or been murdered. The ex-
termination of community leaders and catechists has been
carried out systematically and relentlessly.

3. We believe that the basic factors causing this
situation are the following:

a) The greed for land on the part of those who
hold power in the social, economic, and pelitical spheres,
and who tend to amass more and more.

b) the constant exploitation of the working
people and peasants, who are mainly Indians, and who have no
means of defence whatsoever at their disposal.

c) The fear felt by those Hn,ﬁosmﬂ that the
most humble and deprived part of the population should be-
come aware of their rights as human Umwbmw and children of
God.

4. We can document the above with the following
facts:

a) More than five thousand families live in the
Ixcan sector of the Transversal 8trip in the northern area.
For more than eight vears, they have been waiting for their
title deeds, having received nothing but promises and deceits
so far.

b} More than 40 people have been killed, kid-
napped or have disappeared among the inhabitants of Cotzal;
more than 20 at Chajul; at least 15 at Nebaj; and by the
dozen at Ixesn and in the Reyna area.

¢} Army troops have occupied the whole area.
There are armed groups, "blacklists," and no perscnal
security for the citizens; farms are burnt down by arson;
women raped; civil authority disregarded or non-existent;

INTRODUCTION

On Monday May 29 a number of Indian peasants were killed
by the Guatemalan army in the region of Panzds, Alta Verapaz.
According to the official version, scldiers fired in self
defence, killing 34 and wounding 17. Other versions describe
the incident as a massacre of unarmed peasants and say that
60 or perhaps 100 or even more were killed, including women
and children. Both sides converge in seeing land tenure
problems as the origin of the tragic event.

Panzds is a town near the Polochic River, 300 kilometres
N.E. of Guatemala City, 150 kilometres E. of Cobin and about
40 kilometres up the river from El Estor. Kekchi-speaking
Indian peasants have occupied the surrounding area for
perhaps 100 years. Recently some wamm landholders have moved
in and have been given title by the government land reform
agency, INTA (National Institute for Agrarian Transformation}.
They have also employed intimidation, legal manceuvering,
arrest and murder of peasant leaders. Some of these peasant
organizations are affiliated with FASGUA (Autonomous Trade

Union Federation of Guatemala).
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YOU WHO ADD HOUSE TO HOUSE AND JOIN FIELD TO FIELD, UNTIL NOT
AN ACRE REMAINS, AND YOU ARE LEFT TO Uﬂmhh ALONE IN THE

LAND" (Isaiah 5.8). Jesus himself confirms this as he severe-
ly condemns the greed of the rich insatiables in a specific
way (Luke 12,16-21), and he says: "How hard it will be for
the wealthy to enter the kingdom of God" (Mark 10.23}.
Obviously, he said so because the wealthy enrich themselves
on the hard work of the poor, who are deprived of their right
to "be fruitful and increase, £ill the earth and subdue wﬁs
sharing it in brotherhood" (Genesis 1.28). Glib accusations of
communism and subversive activities are very often made by
those who hold wealth and power in Guatemala against
catechists, missionaries and all those who fight together
with the working class for fundamental rights.

5. Why Does the =005Hﬁm Pro Justicia y Paz" State

its Opinion ?

We state our opinion because it is our

pPrincipal duty as Christians. In this land of ours, where
eXploitation, injustice, discrimination, misery and
speculation. are coupled with the hunger, sweat and blood of
the poor people in the cities and countryside, love and
charity have only one possible translation in Christian
terms: STRUGGLE FOR THE JUSTICE AND UHDZHHK OF ALL GUATEMA-
LANS AND SUPPORT FOR THE ASPIRATIONS OF THE PEOPLE. We voice
our opiniocn seeing that, today, in Guatemala, the Lord God's
question can be heard everywhere: "CAIN, WHAT HAVE YOU DONE
TC YOUR BROTHER?" (Genesis 4. 9-11). Jesus taught us to have
pity on the nHOSm and not only give them the bread of his
word of faith, hope and dignity, but also the bread which
satisfies bodily hunger (John m.Hlm-. The development of
human history has made us understand, thanks to the inspira-
tion from the Holy Spirit, that what is regquired is not to
offer gifts but to live on the fruit of cur work sharing it

with equality and justice. We state our opinion because to-

S

as has the Church-related "Comité& PRO JUSTICIL Y DAZ."
Various political parties, and even the Council of State,

a consultative body to the government made up of represent-
atives of business, industry and agroindustry, have called

for thorough investigations.

NEWS REPORTS

"LATIN AMERICA BUREAU" 2.6.1978

PEASANT' MASSACRE IN GUATEMATA

According to eye~witness accounts which have just
reached us over 100 peasants were killed, including at least
25 women and five children, when soldiers opened fire on a
demonstration in the Guatemalan town of Panzfs in the
province of Alta Verapaz, near the Belizean horder, on
Monday 29th May.

Hundreds of Indian peasants from the villages of
Cahaboncito and Chichipate had marched on the town of Panzds
to protest to the mayor at moves by large landowners to oust
them from land which they had worked and lived on for the
past 40 to 100 years. Like many Guatemalan peasants, their
families have had traditional rights to the land although
holding no legal title......

Alta Verapaz has seen increased repression against
pbeasants by government forces in recent years ever since oil
and nickel have been discovered and exploited in the region,
and where further major finds are expected. A new road and
an o0il pipeline linking the oil fields to the west (where
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with an excessive show of force. However, this army is
combing out the area, using humanitarian appearances to cover
up its wish to frighten people into not telling the truth.

2. Yet Another Act of Repression
The HmwwwmmHOS on the part of the Government

and the army against the workers is of no recent date. At
least since June 7th 1975, the northern part of the Quiché
department (especially the Ixil area) has been subject to a
constant military siege, which got worse after the earth-
quake. No one can sleep undisturbed any more at Nebaj, San
Juan Cotzal, and Chajul. From about the same time, the Ixcan
area has been suffering similar conditions, as is evidenced
by the frequent protests and reports from the peasant
organizations there,

In the month of January 1976, peasants at Chisec,
Alta Verapaz, were murdered by ranch guards, who were later
acquitted by the local court. In the capital, the model
squad of the police has broken up strikes and repressed the
workers. Frequently, in 1977, the police have terrorized the
slum dwellers 1living in the ravines, not even refraining
from robbing them of personal belongings; thus, they contra-
dict the alleged aim of preventing crime,

On May lst 1977; on October 20th 1977; at the
march of Ixtahuacin and Pantaledn on the capital; on May lst
this year, as well as at the recent miners’ strike at Oxec '
and that of the enamel and steel workers, at the Chixoy
project in Alta Verapaz itself, as well as at the Aguacapa
project, the working people have made it clear that now is
the time when they say that they have had enough of centuries
of exploitation......

Those who do not want to accept an honest and
conscious working class aware of its rights and of the
justice that must be attained in Guatemala, and which no

11

everybody ran." Several terrified women clutching children
jumped into the swift Polochic River and drowned. "We only
went peacefully to see the mayor," said a stunned survivor.
"If we had gone to attack, we would not have taken our
women and children."

REGRETS: The government announced that 38 Kekchis
had died in a "peasant uprising instigated by leftist
guerrillas, Cuba's Fidel Castro and religious groups."
Catholic priests and university students sympathetic to the
Indians’ cause put the toll at more than 100 dead and
organized a rally in Guatemala City last week at which
80,000 demonstrators shouted, "Cowards! Cowards!" outside
the government palace. Spokesmen for the military regime
expressed regrets. "Someone high up in the U.S. State
Department compared Panzds to Kent State, and I agree with
him" said Jorge Lampont-Bodil, Guatemala's ambassador to
the U.S. "Someone got nervous, maybe on both sides, and
overreacted.”

Most of the land now in dispute flanks the "Trans-
versal Strip," where a crosscountry rcad being built from
the Caribbean to the Mexican border traverses territory that
once only the Indians cared about. In the past two years,
say lawyers who assist the Indians, entire thatched-hut
communities of Indian peasants have been scattered by
developers seeking a share of oil and nickel deposits and of
the booming real-estate market along the road. "What happened
here is the eternal story of the Americas," a foreign diplo-
mat in Guatemala City told NEWSWEEK's Marlise Simons. "The
Indiang are driven off the good land by the settlers who
grab whatever they can by any means."

Gen. Kjell Laugerud, Guatemala's President, is
said to own large estates in a "Zone of the Generals" along
the strip, while Gen. Romeo Lucas, the President-elect, owns
more than 78,000 acres. “"Traditionally the army here has been

on the side of the people with power and wealth," explained
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- The bodies of the peasants who died in hospital
have been taken out on the orders of military officers; no
autopsy was performed.

=~ In recent days, the ambulances which went to
aid the wounded, have met with serious difficulties on the
part of the army, whenever they have tried to do their duty.

IV. Cong¢lusion

1. Based on our own direct inquiry on the scene
of events, the present version contrasts sharply with the
army's official version, Thus, we demand the competent
authority to conduct an unbiased inquiry immediately, by
appointing a mixed commission with representation from the
various social spheres, in order to shed light on the incident
and find those responsible.

2. The regrettable events at Panzds are only a
small link in the long chain of conflicts in which so many
Guatemalan peasants live. At the same time, they are a typic-
al case which alerts us about what may happen in so many
other places around the Republic, owing to the same conditions
of injustice and neglect.

3. Faced with the real possibility that things at
Panzbs will continue in & climate of violence, which we
regret and condemn, we demand

a) that two unsettled problems at Panzés be solved:

i) Permission should be given immediately to
the peasants to harvest and sow their plots,

. lest the sufferings they have already gone
through should be followed by a situation
of hunger and misery. )

ii} A just settlement of the controversy over
the legal possession of the land, which
motivated the conflict, must be found.

b) a cease to the unjustified threats to the lives
of local leaders, catechists and organizers of cooperatives,

13

Other peasants with bullet wounds and fractures

are hospitalized at El Estor, Izabal and Zacapa......

"EL GRAFICO" 2.6.1978

THE SCENE OF EVENTS

The word Panzds derives from the Kekchi language
"Pan" (wheat bread) and "Zos" (frost), thus meaning "Wheat
Bread with Frost."

The town normally has 7,000 inhabitants, but now
appears half-empty. Thirty per cent of the population has
gone away.

Mayor Overdick calculates that two thousand
people have left the place. Yesterday, many people were
still leaving on the "Rutas de Polochic" vans, and trucks
or pick-ups were also used for the exodus.

At a distance of 300 kilometres north of the
capital, Panz&s in bygone days was an important river port
in this region; a rough route leads to Cob&n, and the tropic-
al forests were abundant in wood.

Now, its inhabitants -employ themselves in agri-
culture and particularly in growing maize (corn). However,
great paddocks are used as pastures for a few dozen head of
cattle: the land is in the hands of a very small number of
landholders.

Founded on the banks of the deep and swift
Polochic River, Papzds and particularly the neighbouring
villages, farms and hamlets, are inhabited by Kekchi Indians,
who in most cases do not get to learn Spanish and only speak
their mother tongue.

It is the people of this race who now are claiming
for themselves the land they have been cultivating for
decades, but which suddenly has been taken o<mH‘Um landowners
who acquire supplementary title deeds in order to legalize
their claims on these properties.
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AT THIS STAGE

— The villagers cof San Vicente decided to ask
the authorities why they were still being killed and mal-
treated.

- The Cahaboncito settlers resolved to go up to "
town on Menday, May 2%th, in order to acquaint themselves
with the contents cf the document which had arrived from the
capital. !

- On the 29th, peasants {(both men, women and
children) from San Vicente, Cahaboncito and various other
communities, went to Panzds in a joint demonstration.

— At the town centre, it was already known that
this demonstration was going to take place. Previously, a
certain panic had spread owing to rumours that armed peasants
were coming to kill the "ladinos" {Spanish-speaking towns-
ﬁmOﬁHmv.msm set fire to the towns of Panzds, Telemdn and La
Tinta. On closer investigation, however, these rumcurs
turned out to be completely unfounded, because among the
peasants, no one has ever planned or even thought about such
a thing, as they themselves told our committee.

- The peasants arrived peacefully, although they
were carrying machetes and sticks. Many of them have the
habit of carrying a machete at all times; others had planned
to go back to work after the demonstration was over. Besides,
there can be no doubt that they instinctively felt they might

ke in danger.

II. The Massacre

They gathered in the park of Panzds, where the
town mayor, some ranchers and troops were waiting for them. u
The peasants asked to be allowed to speak, but no one would
listen. One of the soldiers then shouted a few words. One
of the peasants, who was standing near him, thought he was
being offended, not understanding any Spanish, and attacked

15

of Guatemalan Air Force helicopters, have caused fear among

the population......

"LE MONDE" 9.6.1978

(by Jean-Claude Buhrer}

+++--. The Panzds massacre reveals three issues:
a) the situation of the Indians, b) the acuteness of the
land problem, and ¢) the climate of escalating viclence.
Perhaps more distinctly than any other country with a large
indigenous population, Guatemala is still deeply divided in
two worlds: The Indians essentially live in the counhtryside
and mountains, and the other inhabitants, mostly with
Spanish traditions, generally live in the towns and cities
in the east and on the Pacific coast. The indigenous popula-
tion, deliberately kept on the fringe of official society,
and which represents almost 60 per cent of the six million
Guatemalans, is the main victim of underdevelopment. The
Indians are even mcore exposed than the rest of their fellow
citizens to mo<mﬁﬂw. illiteracy, infant mortality and under-
nourishment. Always treated as nobody's children, they are
alsc the first to suffer from the glaring dispropoertion in
the distribution of wealth and land. While a minority of
five per cent receives more than half of the national income,
the majority of the rural population must content itself with
a per capita income of 70 guetzales (1 guetzal equalling
1 dollar.)

The custing of the aboriginal population from the
land started during the Spanish conguest and still continues
inexorably. The Indians have only been allowed to cultivate
very tiny plots in the highlands or work as farmhands for a
ridiculously small pay. Out of 1.3 million agricultural
workers, more than half have no permanent employment. Every
year they go down by the tens of thousands with their
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"Consequently, it is up to the Government of this
Republic to tell the population the truth of what happened
at Panzds. Besides, it should cencentrate on the relevant
agency for giving information, since it is distressing that
many officials have given contradictory versions on the »
Panzds tragedy, thus confusing public opinien both here and
abroad......"

G. RELIGIOUS BODIES AND ORGANIZATTONS

DIOCESE OF LA VERAPAZ

PRIESTS AND NUNS OF LA VERAPAZ DIOCESE MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATE-
MENT IN CONNECITON WITH THE PANZOS CASE;
Our first statement was published on May 30th
this year. In that we both condemned the massacre of our

brothers and sisters and demanded that the authorities make

a full investigation in order to find those responsible.

An inquiry committee of ours has visited the scene
of the incident, and after listening to their report, we have
reached the following cenclusions:

I. Background »

1. General Situation

For several years, groups of peasant families
have been occupying uncultivated land in the Panzés district ¥
and sowing crops there.
The said peasants have apprcached INTA so as to put
things in order and get the situation legalized. Some have
received promises, others, provisional title deeds, and vet
others, permission to sow and harvest. Quite unaccountably,

17

garrison of the aforementioned town was actually
attacked by a crowd of peasants who had been mobil—
ized by subversive elements. For some time, the
latter have been inciting them to occupy land il-
legally in this region, and in the Indian conmuni-
ties they have stirred up hostility against the
army;

2. that the members of the military garrison acted in
legitimate self-defence against aggression, since
no detachment can be an object of armed attack with-
out resisting and defending itself;

3. that the responsibility of these events bears on the
leaders of extreme left-wing owmmsHwaHOﬁm. who - seek
to use the landless peasants as instruments for
their own political goals; they are not concerned
about any kind of consequences this may have, in-
cluding the loss of valuable human lives.

Once again the Government condemns the method of
violence for resolving real or supposed agrarian conflicts.
For the purpose of giving a solution to the need for land,
ﬂanbHQNH assistance, credit facilities and access to the
consumers markets, the Government of the Republic is carrying
out its agricultural schemes ﬂbhocmﬁ the relevant agencies.
Thanks to these schemes, it has been possible to hand over
thousands of acres to needy peasants who are nhow forming
part of the productive life of the nation.

"EL GRAFICO" 1.6.1978

HANS LAUGERID: "THE EVENTS AT PANZOS WERE INEVITAELE"
The prevailing situation at Panzds, Alta Verapaz,
had been reported since January this year, declared Sefior
Hans Laugerud, first vice-chairman of the INTA (National

Institute for Agrarian Transformation}, at a press conference
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violent death of the Panzds working people and the distress

it is causing their families. We hope that the competent

body will duly punish the guilty persons, irrespective of

their rank or grade, in order that this dark night, which

has descended on Guatemala, may disappear, and a time of

justice, freedom, peace and respect for all may follow..." 5

The APG "once again expresses its deep concern
and anxiety, because the problems of the nation are not
solved within an adequate and balanced social framework, :
taking the population's needs into account and adhering
to the principle of legality, which ought to reign in this
country..."

"Within this situation, which had seriously
deteriorated in recent menths, and owing to the intransigence
of certain spheres, who do not want to open the doors to a
true democracy, it came to a tragic act of repression last
Monday. It only shows the extent of inability there is to
solve the problems which grieve the nation, as well as the
existing servility toward the classes which have a strong
hold on political power."

The APG feels that "the immolation of dozens of
peasants, the mourning of humble families together with the
frustration of this generation of country people in their
fight for survival in the present circumstances, without a
doubt represents the kind of sacrifice which is now becoming
more frequent for obtaining a different social structure of
4 more acceptable, solid and developed kind...... Tt is not

€asy to avoid mentioning the responsibility of the authorities .

for maintaining respect for human rights and lives, as well
as its constitutional obligation to ensure the security of
the citizens. Likewise, it should not be forgotten to empha-
size that the Government should do all it can to further the
progress of the large numbers of have-nots, since the
interests of the community must prevail over private
interests,....."

19

as to who is responsible for the Cuban interference in
Guatemalan affairs,which has now caused acts of viclence

like that of Panzds, This is what Major Rolando Archila, the
President's Undersecretary for Public Relations, said yester-
day when he was asked by journalists about this topic.

He reminded his listeners that on earlier
occasions the OAS has adopted sanctions owing to Fidel
Castro's meddling in the affairs of Latin American countries.

He added that Cuban interference ir the affairs
of other countries is evident. A clear example is that of
her participation in wars in Africa.

When he was asked in what way it can be proved
that Cuban Prime Minister Fideil Castro interfered in the
problems which gave rise to the Panz&s incident, the official
replied that procfs will be brought forward at a convenient

time......

"ElL, GRAFICO" 2.6.1978

THE MAYOR SPFAKS: "LAND TENURE PROBLEMS HAVE TRIGGERED OFF EVENTS"
Mr. Walter Overdick points out that the authorities have done nothing to
solve the problems,

The competent authorities have done nothing to
solve the land tenure problem in this region, said the
mayor Mr., Walter Overdick, during an interview with EL
GRAFICO. This is, essentially, the background for the bloody
events of last Monday, he said.

That day, he tells us, at about 8 o'clock a.m., I
was informed by the assistant mayors that some 700 peasants
were on their way to town. When I got to the town hall, the
peasants were approaching through all the streets.

The soldiers had been there for three days and I
don't know who sent for the troops, he stated. The peasants
went over to the detachment...
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practise such things.

4. Within the official institutions which, accord-
ing to the Constitution of the Republic, were meant to pay
attention to, respect and protect the basic human rights, are
the police and the national army. moimqmﬂr these very bodies
not only mean a heavy burden on the economy of the country,
but they also are the instruments used by the upper class
and the exploiters of the people to keep them in a state of
misery, exploitation, fear, hunger, discrimination and
death. It is the army and the paramilitary organizations in
particular and the Government in general who are responsible
for this sort of atrocities. Their unscrupulousness has
reached such extremes that when modest and honcurable peasants
are forced intc doing military service after being hunted
and captured like animals, they are turned into executioners
of their own class and racial brothers and sisters.

5. 80 it is not strange that on May 29th, in a
deliberate action by members of the national army, peasants
were massacred at Panzfs, Alta Verapaz, allegedly because
they assaulted the garrison ef that town. Genocide is al-
ready a daily phenomenon all aver the country, and official
circles have attempted to justify the one now suffered by the
humble settlers of Alta Verapaz by presenting an implausible
‘and awkward version of the incident. Certainly, no one can
believe that agricultural workers, accompanied by their
wives and young children and only carrying their farming
tools, would dare to confront the machine guns, fighter
planes and helicopters of the army.

6. Thig bloody event in the rural area of Guatema-
la is not an isolated case. We remember the recent massacres
committed Hﬂ El Salvador by the army of that country, as well
as the much talked-of murders committed at the Los Horcones
ranch in Honduras. We see a clear tendency in Central America
towards terrorizing people's organizations, especially those
of the peasants, and, simultaneously, launching a number of
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treasurer were there at the Town Hall, he went on to add,
since the only municipal policeman had run away terrified.
At 4 p.m. on Monday, the dead bodies were buried
in a common grave after some of them had been identified.
Overdick said that only a just distribution of
the land in this area will be enough to prevent more acts
of violence of a similar nature.

"EL GRAFICO"™ 3.6.1978

THE GOVERNMENT PROMISES TO INVESTIGATE PANZOS TRAGEDY

Although the Government has declared that last
Monday's bloody incident at Panz6s, Alta Verapaz, was
provoked by Indian peasants attacking the military garriscn,
it is now mmﬁmHSHnmm to undertake a thorough investigation
of the case until those really responsible for what happened
are found. This statement was given yesterday by Major
Rolando Archila, undersecretary for Public Relations of the
army. ..

What the Govermment will do now, according to
Major Archila, is inquire into the background of the matter
and find put who are the instigators of the peasants. There
is no-doubt that the latter were egged on and sent to attack
the army, with the mﬁmmuo,noummaﬂmnomm which are now widely

known.

The official sees no need to set up a specific
commission to investigate the incident, since the authorities
will be in charge of the matter and will be able to onmH.sw
all the details......
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CUNOR states that "residents of Santa Maria Cahaboncito, near
Panz8s, turned up at the local "Bufete Popular® to ask for
legal advice. They told that in the early morning of April
7th this year, the assistant mayor came to the house of one
of the villagers and tried toc rape a young girl. She managed
to slip away. When the other villagers heard about the 1
incident, they gathered outside the mayor's office in order
to ask for an explanation. The aszistant mayor armed himself
with a machete and tried to frighten them away, causing a
riot. On the same day, six military policemen went to the
homes of six of those who had reported the incident and
took them away to the military cutpost at Quinich, where
they were tortured.

On the following day, the villagers went to the
Panz&s mayor's office in order to find out about those who
had disappeared, but all the mayor did was to send for some
soldiers who fired into the air and frightened away the
pretesters. The Legal Advice Centre helped tc file a complaint
in court, but nothing has come out of it. Those taken away
by the military police did not reappear, and no one knew what
was going to happen to them. The Legal Advice Centre also
helped the mother of the young girl who had been attacked to
ledge a complaint.”

According to CUNOR, there are "continual conflicts,
attacks and assassinations at the smallholders' villages of
La SBoledad, Santa Maria Cahaboncito ang Chichipate, which are
the most important rural communities; the victims are general-
ly the group leaders. On this background, the peasant leaders 4
have felt obliged to seek protection from the constant attacks
by organizing themselves in a way that can defend them against
the aggressors. On a number of ooommwo:m~ they have requested
the central government to find a definitive solution to their
problems, basically by distributing State owned land to the
pocr peasants in the region. Their efforts have brought no

result so far, and this is where the root of the general
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outskirts of Panzds...

It is next to impossible to do a decent interview
because other journalists are moving about in the small ward.
Besides, two plain clothes army officials are recording it
all.

However, the statements made by 22-year old
Corperal Rodriguez, are possibly the most specific of those
of the three wounded soldiers. Like the other two, he was
performing his sentry duty at the mmHHHmcu. At about nine
o'clock groups of men started to attack the barracks.

They were all armed with rifles, pistols, machetes
and clubs, remembers the corporal, who has served in the
army -for 16 months. They came in large groups.

They shouted that they wanted land and that it
was time tc do away with the army. They were shouting in
the local language, but they alsoc said things in Spanish,
says Bartolo Rodriguez.

He added that the sub-lieutenant of the outpost
tried to avoid the attack, but they =started to slash at us

and sheoot......

"PRENSA LIBRE" 1.6.1978

GUFRRILLAS AND MEMBERS OF RELIGIOUS OFDERS ARE RESPONSIELE FOR
THE PANZOS TRAGEDY, SAYS DEFENCE MINISTER SPIBGELER
"The peasants were shouting threats as they
attacked the military garrison at Panzfs, and the Catholic
Church has been meddling in the whole guestion."™ Thus
declared the Defence Minister, Gen. Otto Splegeler, during
an interview with journalists held yesterday afternoon at
his office.
He said that missionarles of different religious
creeds, together with people belonging to the EGP (Poor
People's Guerrilla Army) are the instigators of the wviolent
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C. STUDENTS UNION

ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY STUDENTS {AEU)

X THE PEOPLE OF GUATEMALA: THE TRUTH OF THE PANZOS MASSACRE !
On the basis of the detailed information and
statements mm Ssix peasants, who have been interviewed by the
entire press in the form of newspapers, radio and TV, the
least the AEU can do is to make the poignant story known to
puklic opinion here and abroad, as it is told by six wit-
nesses and victims of the unbelievable massacre of peasants,
committed by the national army at the town of Panzfs, Alta
Verapaz....
Facing such an abominable crime the AEU declares:
1. The version of the incident provided by the
national army, as exoressed in two bulletins, has been total-
ly refuted.
2. Once again, the essentially repressive character
of the present regime is made clear; together with its
predecessors since 1954, it is responsible for the death and
disappearance of more than 30,000 Guatemalans. The statements
by General Kjell ﬁmﬂamﬁﬁm. set forth a few days ago concern-
ing his Government having respected human rights, have been
shattered to bits by the events at Panzés. There could be y
no better epilogue to four vears of constant violations of
human rights than a slaughter of peasants of such magnitude
as that of Panz&s. ¥
3. The Panzbs massacre also proves that the
national army follows a very coherent and permanent course
of action, when "dealing with" land possession conflicts. We
remember the Sansirisay case, in which dozens of peasants
lost their lives in an opsration lead by national army staff.
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the cccupied properties, and this is where the problem was
hatched.

Regrettably, he added, organizations like FASGUA
have deceived the peasants. Some time ago, certain represent-
atives of this organization even took in the peasants'
documents, pretending to be INTA officials.

These workers and peasants unions have only done
their best to put strange ideas into the peasants' heads, he
went on to add. One of the slogans is "The land belongs to
God and the people are God, therefore the land belongs to the
people..."

At no time any order was given to open fire,
declared Colonel Cienfuegos, but the soldiers had to defend
their lives, facing this ambush which had just been

prepared......

PEASANTS' TESTIMONIES

"LA NACION" 31.5.15%78

MORE THAN 100 KILLED AT PANZOS
. "The mwaw killed more than a hundred of us; and a

great many more, both men, women, and children, drowned as
they tried to escape by swimming across the Polochic River.
Flavico Mcnzdn, a leader of the MLN (Movimiento de Liberacién
Nacional), told us that the President of the Republic and
the Ministers of Defence and the Interior had authorized them
to murder us..."

This is what six peasant leaders from the municip-
ality of Panzfs, Alta Verapaz, told LA NACION last night.



8L6T SuUnr fereusaiend

(SOND) NOIL¥MHJOOD NOINA HAVEL Y04 FJELLIWHOD TYNOILIVN

*rrsjuesead puv SISNAOM UDIMIDA BOURTTTE

ue dn BUTPTING PUE UOTIEZTTTqow 3usuewrsd v BururejuTew
‘a1dosd pue sIxoyaom ‘sjuesead =y3 BurZTuEbIO ybnoaylz ST jusm
-ui2a0p pue sisfoTdus woil uorsseadex jsTsox o3 Aea K{uo oyj

FeUl WSYF O} SdABTOSp pur A[pPAIsssaun sgzued Fo sjuesead oyl

SLI0IdNS

!1sbuciys Buyp33sh pue But

-doToasp woxz AI3uUnod STY} IO SUOTIRZTURAIO sse1o Butyaom pue

juesead ‘suoTun ay3 jusasid pur ZNN) ybuoayl uotieasdo ut

ST UYoTym sssooad Axe3zTun ayji yosuo o3 Aem ATuo sy3 se fumop

PeSOTD pue pauueq 3q 03 {SILSHIOM JO UOTUN TEUOTIEN) IND bue

(eTEWS3IPNY) JO UOTIRISPR UOTU[ SPRI] SNOWOUOINY) YADSYd =y3
puewep TTTM Awxe 313 IRYI SANOHNI JURISUCD 2U3

SEONAONZA

{ sasumopuet

pue sistlejTdec uetievabe syj sdyoy ATeATsnroxs yoTym LatTod
PUBT S3T I0J YILNT 2Y} Sawelq SOAND 9Yy3 ‘oSTMONTIT

{jueptouT ApooTq sTU3 pabernoous

OUM SI2UMCOPUERT NIW 9U3 UITM S3gax AFTTTTsuodssI Ie[TWTS ¥

*&1juesead sy3l 3suTebe pejor SeATSSWOY)} I0J STI Aue 00U TM

UosTys sjuswyselsp AWIe 8y3 uo 3T Io0F AFTTIqrsucdssl ayiz

ssoeTd pue ‘sgzued 3F S2pEIUCO jupsesd INO JO 2IJBSSEU 9Y]

SNWIANOD

SAND 8Y3 ‘2A0qE 2y} FO STSBY OY3 UQ

=13

ISYIC L2WosS JO 2@seD a9yl ussq sey se ‘readdesip 03 apeu

do paddeupTy ‘peanjxol ‘usjiesq bButeq Jo preaze eaem Asyl

asneoaq sUoTe 8I9Y] 0b o3 juem jou pip A9U3l ‘AVADMOY “I9339T

' Wyl PURY O3 SeMm OUM SQZUBJ JO JoAvW 22U} Aq pPOTIRD 9i1aM
sjuesesd Y3 ‘APpPucH 3ISBRI 3BY3 PpE 03 uo jusm AeyLg

s sjuesead

8y3 o3 burpaoooe ‘SISpPTOYPUET 343 JO SI=SPI0 3Y3l 3¢ ST YoTum

fquswUREIop AJRRITTW v Jo 2oussaid syl on mnﬂso ATTeToRdss
fsyjuow I0I UOTSUS] HUTSneD ussq SeY UOTIBNITS STUL

"PSUIITIIE SBM

3T ‘ssaoons ou pey pey Aayl Aevpielssi TTIUn 3ng ‘LousfoTa

y3Tm sjuesead 9yl 3snc 03 palduellr SARY SISPTOYRUERT oYL
‘527137173 Axejuswsrddns 2y3j poureiqo =2aey Asyl sy

sspaop @T3T3: AxejuswsTddns Jo suwsw Ag

uoThaI oyjy UT SISUMO SIEIS8 TETIUSOTIUT OF Spue, @593 uaaTh

oaBYy YINT pue seaobipx Jo jusuursach oyl ‘syjuow jusosl UT

Jng ‘sobETITA ISYUJO PUEB PepPST0oS B Je Spue] oY) BUTIBATITOD
usag aasey A2yl jeyl jno pojuted sjuesead oayg

e {eTewsaens JOo UOTlRISped UOTUN IPRIL SNOWOUOINY)

YN9DSYd JO 20TFJ0 2yl 2 uocoulalye Aepisisod ssaad oyzl 3jou

sgzueq wexl pedecse yotym sjuesead jo dnoiab oyl

8L6T S TE WIVIDYYdNI Td,

JUTTTersn TTTY PTP ATuTenasd &3yl pue suciAue payoeilje

3,UsARy 3M Isnwoaq ‘osvaTea ssoad s, AwIe 2yl UT yInil

Jo prom B jo0u ST I8yl ‘ATTenioy -suorieziuebio sjuspnjys

pue sisiIom woIlj jioddns pojsenbsi ApesaTe saery am ‘pus

STYU3} ol *sgzued e pausaddey ATTeod jeys wIYy 123 03 Io9pdo UT
‘BoueTpnNE UR JOJ USpPTISaad 9U} ¥se 03 butch oae aom,

' *yjesp punoy ssouejutenbor

pue spusTIi ITay3 FO AurWl aasym 20vid 2yl woay =deoss

03 pebeurw butaey ‘A3To STYZ UT MOTAIBIUT oY} buTanp saweu

ATOU3 TeeAdl 071 pPesnIsI A9yl 'suosesa A3tanoss (eucosiad 1og

22



34

peasants; the proof of this can be seen from the small number
of title deeds granted to the peasants, together with the
POOY quality and quantity of their land.

3. The Panzfs massacre is not the result of a sub-
versive plan, as said by government spokesmen, but it derives
from the situation of exploitation, misery, repression and
shortage of land in which the peasants in the northern areas

are forced to live, especially in the two Verapaz departments.

In this region, there are places where the peasants are paid
in kind by the landowners, to whomn they sell their labour,
and, in other cases, peasants have to pay for the temporary
plots they are given by working a certain number of days for
the landowner without getting any pay for it. Landholders

in these places are so powerful that any citizen wanting to
go aleng a local road will be asked by bodyguards or henchmen
to explain where they are geing and for smmw purpose; many
times people are turned back...

The landowners and agrarian capitalists in the
region have mxmﬁﬁmm pressure on the military detachments in
order to make them commit the massacre. Desides, this region
is well suited for that sort of thing since it is situated
at a long distance from the capital, and also because of the
weakness of local organizations as a result of the systematic
repression suffered by the peasantry in the Verapaz depart-
ments. It is being intended to frighten the peasants lest
they should get organized, claim the land which is theirs,
as well as a pay which would be more in accordance with the
profit made by the large landholders. On the other hand, it
i1s an answer from the employers and the government to the
mobilization initiatives of the people,

Whenever an act of repression is committed, the
Government covers it up with that old smoke screen of theirs
called "a subversive plan." This has been the refrain of all
the reactionary governments which have held political power
in Guatemala.

i
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peasants before...

They explained that they have "nothing to do with
the guerrillas, but they are only fighting for their plots
which have belonged to them and their parents for more than
50 years, and which they still cultivate today."

They also told the reporters that some 1,500
peasants are involved in this problem and that a march on
Guatemala City is being organized for the purpose of
informing the President of the Republic about the problem:
"Obviously he has been wrongly informed by his advisers,
who have spoken about an attack on the military detachment
and about guerrilla influence on the peasants."

"IMPACTO" 31.5.1978

"WE WERE ONLY GOING TO HAND A LETTER TO THE MAYOR WHEN THEY BEGAN
TO SHOOT"

These, were the words of one of the peasants who
was there at Panz6s, in the morning of May 29th. Together
with five others he escaped off the roads; they gquickly
found a canoe which took them to Marisecos near Cahaboncito.
From there to Guatemala City they arrived by bus. Our
reporters interviewed them at the central office of FASGUA,
at about 7 p.m. yesterday.

The peasants did not want to reveal their names.
They fear that reprisals will be taken against their families,
but they did not object to having their photos taken.

According to the dramatic story they told us, one
of them had arrived at Panz6s carrying a letter for the
mayoer of that town. By means of this they requested him, on
behalf of the peasants living at La Soledad, to help them
sort out the situation in a land tenure conflict...

"Having heard that army troops had been patrolling
around there for three days, we decided to go together all
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landowners, and others are running away due to the risk of
being injustly and illegally arrested by the members of the
mmostwM forces of this country. Paced with all these acts
of repression on the part of the landholders, ranchers, and
the repressive forces against the beasantry, we, the trade
unions, cannot remain silent or sit back and dc nething, but,
on the contrary, we must close ranks in unity, strengthening
our organizations ang mobilizing ourselves in order to stand
up to the repression which is generated by the exploitation
irherent in capitalism. It is worth mentioning that in an
evening pPaper, one news item has stood out saying that, from
the elections up to now, there have been more than 70 caseas
of kidnapping, tortures and murders On common people, most
of them taking place in the countryside.

3. Until the Panz&s slaughter took place, INTA
washed their handg saying that many farmers and landowners
are giving the peasants grounds for taking the case in their
own hands and for claiming the lang that is theirs. At the
same time, :o&m<mﬂ. a high official of the said organization
set forth a prefabricateq answer, saying that "agitators had
a hand in it"; nocomw.vmuﬁoqmm this sort of thing since it
is an old ang hackneyed manceuvre of our government officials.
This institution INTA has been an instrument for agrarian
capitalists and landowners to satisfy their voracious
appetites, but it has also helped the officials themselves
of the successive reactionary govermments te obtain plots
and title deeds by unlawful means, and, eventually to get
rich. )

INTA really is among those to blame since its slow
UGHmw:onowﬁ favouritism and corrupt administration have
allowed the estate owners to ﬂmwm.wOmmmmmHos of increasingly
larger extensions of land, and to oust the peasants who
cultivate it ang who have been its true owners for many
generations. With their land colonization pelicies and birth
control schemes, the governments which have held political
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STATEMENTS OF UNIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS

A. PEASANTS UNTONS
= o oeeatts UNIONS

"LA NACION" 1.6.1978

A MIXED OOMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO PANZOS INCIDENT IS CALLFD FOR

The Peasants Federation of Guatemala (FCG) has
publicly called on the Government of the Republic to form a
commission of inquiry to be made up by representatives of
the Journalists Assoclation of Guatemala, the University of
San Carlos de Guatemala, Labour organizations, the Catholic
Church, and the Government itself. The purpose is to shed
light on the circumstances surrounding the recent bloody
events at Pangss,

Likewise, the Fcg demands once the inquiry is
over and the truth hasg been found, that those responsible -
be prosecuted with the full weight of the law. The Federation
also condemns the incident and "calils on all army soldiers
not to shoot at their peasant fellow men, reminding them
that they, too, have been peasants, and their families will
continue to be peasants."

"LA NACION" 1.6.1978

COORDINATING COMMITTEE OF SETTLERS CONDEMNS FANZOS INCIDENT
By means of a press bulletin, the Coordinating
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