Dunng her [nghtpned 48 hours n - e
+Guatemala, Patricia Garcia, C:owther was - oRigh
'so-copsumed by fear that she went sleep-
less. The native of Guatemala who is.in her.
irly- thirties and has lived in. Toronto for the .
past 1 }yeats N ‘had retirned, to her homeland fo
> two reaqons. Her brother, Edgar Fernando . ‘Gody; anather cofounder, was found dsad nexl‘.
. (Garcia, a-trade upicnist and wniversity student,, her slain 2-year-old son. aiid brother; The'
-“has been missing since his abduction in February. :baby’ sﬁngemalls had been torn off, ; .
1984 Crowther \avanted 0 affer comfortrto her e recounting of such grisliness is necéssary -

W beatise it 5 the one detail that tends:to'be ™
-overlocked in foreign policy- discussions: The

"utofhlsmouth.AweekA aiye;

an AWy the Guatemalan. human nghts

orgamzat ~-the. Mutual Support Group fo
_Appearance Alivé, of Our Children, Spouses
rents, and Brothers and Sisters,, "

i the suspension of rnilitary salesto the- Guate-
“malan government that had preva:led in the'

) o 1970s. In the gangsterism; :of-the grmy and : - i
tin ,Amencan countries “have such “security forces, the admlmstramn sees nothmg
caahtlons. he methpds and goals are the sam - especially objectionable, It went to Congress in..-
% . police stations and morgues - February.with a request to incréase military
-seeking mfonnamn about family members who'. | assistance ‘from $300,000 to $35.3 million
" ave disappeared, In 1976 in A:gentma ‘the ! The same month, the State Department - |, .,
Mothers of the Plaza'de Mayo.was formed 1o “announced a “very. stmng ‘and impressive trend” ol
ind-between 7,000 and 9,000 of.the abducted. ‘toward democracy in Latine

r-has ;‘,CO-MADRES ‘a group of -promise of November elections in Gualemalaa» ™

" mothers in a ‘country where the president said " part of that trend, Doubts pow exist that the,..mé o
" last September that the disappearances and " election will be held, with,many believing it will: -
nmrders of 45,000: peaple would never be solved i be meanmgless anyway..It"s:a;case of head,a-the-
because “the-state is incapable’of. proaecutm - army-wins and tails-the-civilians-lose, The
1 * alliance of the rich and:tha:military.. which has;

: Suppu : Q was o en the curse of Guatamala sifice the 1954
ed inJune 1984, Its current miembership is ", viclent GlA-backed:coupytids led to.an ecopom
than 700 families. Last’ month recelvgd : evastatest by inflation (3s. high as 60 peroent)
the Leteher-Mofﬁtt ‘Memorial Humani Rights’ and unemp]oyment ‘and’ underempioymcnt 47

ward from Washmgton s Institute for Policy: ‘percent). Somally, Guaten ala'is: another Haiti~
= Stud:es. In‘late: July, Américans: -weré told abo i 5 of ill sracy and. i
. the group in the lead essay.of The, New Yocker's ! i :

The: magazm | 6
g advoca ,of human nghts uoted
mailed death threats regularly. Nineth Garcia
puld have traveled to Washington herself to~
“receive the award-bat'she. feared being
from reentry, Crowther’s concerns were
dunimshed somewhat because Jam&s Manly, ;
siember of the Canadian Parliament, traveled
" with het According to the lnsntute far Pohcy
Studies; a U.S. congressm.an Iong ‘active in
uman rights, was. asked o go'to Guatemala to -
ed'due to-worrjes

members of Parl:ament “In a 30-year war
*“against their owipeople, the Guatemalan -

midlitary have ¢ ted a nation-of widows and
‘orphang, ( Over.100,000 people: have been kille
and 38,000 dlsappeared Th;oqghout 1984, th
fdllings-and disappearances have continued an
there hag beeri no significant improvement in.
the. human-nghh smlatmn—rf anything it |

bemgrespa?stﬂel’orthesecnm_ e
As shie returned to Guatemala after 10 i
wther's fear was that of an. outmder ; ovemmeut what 5. dead. (Canadian pohuqan
comes to.a sceneé of wolenoe and sees: the Jorror The deeper emot:on. Manly said, was disbelief -
reshly, ‘while: those:-who are caught upin Lk, haw a regime of lﬂﬂers pould keep on slaymg
have somehiow learned the:wiys ( ]
and a;ﬂmitment He sister-ir-la
: bne of two-founders of th

- Reagan administration is fast inoving away: from .| .

érica, with the:. «:‘ i

“paranoia. Her slster-m-law receives phoned a‘:‘ld:‘g A




