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Specipl to The New York Times
COBAN, Guatomala, Nov. 17 - The
sun is barely up when the Indian refu-
gees gather arfund a wooden pole to
m.mgw the raising of the Guatemaslan
ag. o
The ceizmony starts another day of

- “reorieniztion’ almed #t turning 7,000

- Indians who have spent some time with
the leftist gueviillas intoloyal citizaus,
" “The seven-routh reorientation pro-
gram at the C:l will end in
Junuary, bt to ;
belng tanght has taken hold, the army
will veseitle the refugees on a nearhy

farin that is being described as a raodel
community with electricity, running
water and available land. There, the
diet of po = will continue,

the highland province
is cne of ‘{our camps
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ta Verapaz
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s aid farms represent the
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riceiving aid from Indians who live in
small remote villages. As long as the
Indians are under the aymy’s suparvi-
sion in Jarge camps, the guerrillas will
not have zocess to them, according to
an ariny oiticlal,

The Government maintains that the
ciien refugees in Cobdp, who come
fromr 11 villages in Alta Verapaz, were
guerrilla supporters who came down
ntaing seeking wnnesty,
als and foreign diplomats
¢ some refugess did seek
y, many were forced into the

DS,

of how to prevent the guarvillas from

At the camp, the refugees attend
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political lectures in classrooms deco-
rated with signs that read: *“7This is
subversion: Terror, crime, death,
falselioods.” During the day, which be-
gins at 5 A.M. and ends at § P.M., they
attend classes in Spanish, woodwork-
ing and agriculture,

“Weneed at least three more months
with them; they came with very nega-
tive ideas,” said Julio Corsantes, the
camp director, :

Carmnp Clean and Spacious

The Cobén camip, which is 60 miles
north of Guatemala City, is country-
clean, well-organized and spacious
engugh to accommodate the refugees
comiortably.

Eut none of ke five Indians inter-
viewed who could spoak  Spanish
seered anxicus 1o be there or to move
to the farm.

*1want to live away {rum here,” said
a 24-year-old man. ““I need to make
some moriey, but they say there is no
permission.”

Although an army official said the
refugees were free to leave the carap,
the Indians seemn to believe otherwise,

Sorne church officials and foreign
diplomiats said that given the army’s
strategy, the camps may be the betier
of two undesiratle options. If the In-
dians return to their villages, they risk
being harassed by the army or the
guerrillas, and at least in the camps
they are safe, these enurces said.

However, few chuzoh officials or for-
eign diplomats expected the political
indoctrination to work. One church offi
cial said that the political teachings
tend to '"'go in oune and cut the
other’” because the Indians have al-

i

ways beet: distrosiiu of vatsiders fro
either the left or the Government.

Church efficials and foreign diplo.
mats say the army successfully dimin.
ished guerrilla support in Alta Verapac
with an ¢ifensive in 1982 that left many
of the Indians dead and chased thou-
sands over the Mexican border or
higher into the mountains,

Those whe remamed behind were en-
listed -in civil d se patrols and
others were either captiwred and
brought fato camps or willingly asked
for amnesty, army strategy is o
starve the gu s out wind deny them
the support of ihe population,” a social
warker in Colyén said.
rihis strategy, the army can’t
let them retun, znd for the time being

it"s probably better that they stay in the
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