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'year, the Guatemalan military’ heads for
the count;

- and descerid on crowds on market day.

each villagé — are then locked up’in the

storm‘ gat'ers among the

T beaten and starved for two or three days
~ until ‘military " trucks take. thern - to an

GUATEMALA CITY = Twu:e eachif"'--

.‘to-do herée avoid'the compulsory military
‘service through bribes or. influence. Offi- -
* cers tend to come. from lower mlddle- or
middle—class white -families: 'Many
- them .= 3,334 between 1950 and: 1977
' when’ Guatemala réfused U.S. m1htaryw
- ;aid_over-human rights crmcxsm‘.. 5

trained by ‘the Penagon.

. ’s jungle mountaing, combing
."_“highland villages. and hamlets looking for -
. " Indian boys. Soldiers stake out cornfields, .

+“wait: outside” churches for -mass to . end :

o Guided' by the local military commis-
o sioner corporals and sergeants begin the -
- ".chase, grabbing the young Indians by
 .their’ embrmdered cummerbunds. or:by
»[+ their hdir; using ropes. - when necessary..
At times, shots rlng out as ternfled boys_ v
', Tunaway.: Lo B ’
. ."The new “conscripts" L taken under o
- the law requiring umversal military ser-.
.-vice and often numbering.30 to. 50 from

. troops, the backbone of the militar gov
~ ernmert-headed by Gen: Romed Tucas

: can country’s ‘6 million J)eople are Indi

~“for their ‘sons: after the roundups. - The
'local ]all They are sorted out and often. v

Army carnp hundreds of miles away.’
- As‘in'much-of Latin ‘America; the' well-

Perspeetlve

;close ty kmt famﬂy structure w1ll spare'.

no effort’ within. their humble meéans: to
buy their children free. As ransom; they
often put- up thElI‘ most sacred posses-.'...
sion, their land.’ : i
, 'In this way, many communal Indian
- plots on ‘the shoré-of. Lake  Atitlan, a
buddmg tourist resort, have been sold by
16an;sharks, rmddlemen or the military ~
o wealthy outsnde:s including Guatema-
“14’s growing colony of American retirees.
.- Guatemala’s - Indians, : descendants . of
the Mayans are the last large indigenous’:.
culture” in Central; Ameérica. They have
‘managed, "despite ‘pressures ‘from: both
peasants whose culture 1s bu1 t on a ,_‘ileftlst guerml as seekmg to overthrow |

v M . . i .
- ™ :

-But.two-thirds  of the” close to :

Garcia, 'consists: Iargely of these pres;s-E= ;
ga ed Indians. . . :
ofe than half

£ "‘thls Central Armiéri-:

ans. Famiilies often spend months ldokin
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Perspectlve

‘..closel kmt famll

" often’ put up theu‘ .Most, sacred posses
" sion; the:r land. *

[0an sharks; mxddlemen or the ‘military

f_t:st guernl

structure w1]1 Spare B
no effort .within . their. humble means to
~biay theu' children free As Tansom, they .

- In-this: way," many communal Indxan‘.,‘ ‘and ‘killing
plots on -the shore of Lake” Atitlan, a:.

buddmg tourist-resort, have been sold by

1] wealthy outsxdets, including Guatema- .
~1a’s growing eolony of American retirées; ..
- Guatemala’s -Indians; descendants .of -
e Mayans are the last large indigenous’
.culture .in Central ‘America. They have.
:managed desrxte . pressures. from both :

gl as seekmg to overthrowi.

C e uuuu:uy guvcl Eireue Aoyt m:lltary "
_ itself, to.remain aloof from'the. political
‘violence- that has: wracked the country

- for'decades.-

... But’ during the past fwe years thev'
-Guatemalan m:htary described by inter-: -
national human rights ETOoups, as-among
the most’ Tepressive. in Latin :America, .
. has acted increasingly against the Indi- , -
. ang <~ seizing their land on behalf of the
‘.'.‘powerful frequentl .kidnaping, torturmg'." ;
eaders percewed as 3

:local.’

threats to the status quo.”

“While “the: Indians: have long rejected'
_the -values .of the white ‘society that-has:
‘dominated them for centuries, many now
feel ‘the. “Army .of ‘the wlutes” ‘not only- .
abducts théir.sons,: but' uses them and
 teaches: them ta turn against thelr ownl‘-f'_:th e
' . thati

race.

" The Guatemalan Army has long re-'
--‘crulted lts troops m A, manner remlm-f-"

‘Mame-and

séent of another entury But for the f:rst-' Ex :
time, the Indians are begmmng to act on "

y,the1r % udges and resentments. R ]
i lintepec, market. wornen recentlyl S |
: stoned the soldiers: trying- to. grab their . |
boys.-In San Miguel, hindreds-of rmen and - f
. women . silently surrounded the. sald:ers;

ntil they agreed to withdraw.
~The’ Tesistance;

ftist guerrillasl . . -

In the capital, middle—class whites fear " | -1
_the Indlans rlse up, the confllct'__ = F

‘informed observers_ e
here believe, is part of a growing pohtl«., s
" cal consciousness among an Indian popu- - |
"lation'where for centuries there has been :
" no-visible political movement at all. In .

' ‘sorne cases, a-new ‘militance ig leading ...
- Indian groups' like the Quiche, Kekchi,
akchiket to side’ with- antl-'_' .

: Fovernment orgamzahons, mcludmg the:
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" will be more

bloody here than in neighboring El Sal-
vador. - oo oo e 7
Army officers admit that the military roundups
take place. However, Maj.- Edgar Dominquez, an-
Army public relations officer, said reports about the

tional campaign that is going on against Guatemala.
The point is, military service is compulsory, and peo

o

- ple are called in. If they don’t come, they get picked

up. It’s the same in the United States.” ~ o
~ In the Army, a high-ranking officer said, Indians -

“improve culturally and they learn how to behave
like citizens.”. But many who work or live with the

- Indians here, and the Indians themselves, believe the

- with just staying alive.
"I was caught on Christmas

practice is not only to fill the Army’s ranks’;sbut asa

~way of destroying Indian culture, -

Aceording to a priest who has long lived among
them, “the Indians teach modesty, and their greatest
respect is reserved for parents and elders, not for
institutions. They attach a deep, mystic value to na-
ture, life and death. Their contemplative world could

. not be more contrary. to the defiant, macho, violent’
-style of a Western army.” -~ : '

- The picture that emerges froiﬁ{;,numemus inter-

~views with Army officers, Indian parents and press-

ganged boys and men, is that the Army tries to instill

conseripts from their culture with deep contempt for
all that is Indian.. o Dl
“As former soldiers from the Quiche, Solola and

Verapaz provinces told their stories; they seemed

- baffled and traumatized by their experiences. Most

of the time, they agreed

day in San Lucas, just
as I came out of church. I was just 16,” said one of

~them. “We stayed in jail for three days. We got beat-

~roomtoliedown” = oo . 5
. From San Lucas, on the shore of Lake Atitlan,
- trucks drove the captives to Jutiapa, a large camp in

eh'a lot and there were so many of us, there was no

the hot lowlands near El Salvador.

Those first few months were a mixture fo’f_tei"ior,
torture and shame about being an Indian. Like the
other boys, he said he had a holy respect for his par-

- ents but he heard the soldiers say constantly that his

father and mother would no longer exist for him. The
Army was his new father. The ones at home were
ignorant, dirty brutes, he was told. ' &

; they had been concerned )
* ~ - new machismo and sense of superiority.

and broken. If you moaned you Had— to do iurnabouts, g
making the wounds worse. All the time they shouted:
“You stupid Indians. You’re worse than animals. You

‘speak no Spanish, you're filthy. We’ll stop you being -

_roundups are “exaggerated, and part of the interna- ,
‘between his knees, the muzzle under his chin. “When
- I heard it go off, the top of his head was-gone,” he

-accident.”

-raiding the Indian vi

Indians.”” . R = -
“One afternoon, he said, his best friend put his rifle -

said. “Another boy was kicked unconscious. A few
days later he died. They told his parents he had an
~For the young Indians there clearly comes a break-
ing point at which they either try to escape, as many
reportedly do, or they cross the line and eventually
become capable of whatever the Army demands. =
The Army now demands that the Indian troops car-
ry the brunt of the %uerri'lla hunts, which includes.
: Hages in areas where guerrillas
operate, rounding up the men, often torturing and
then shooting them. - TR
. ‘We were scared to death-on guerrila patrols,”

- said one of the recruits. “During training we learned
-a refrain and we’d sing it on patrol. It goes, Tam a
_great soldier, T hunt guerrillas. When I get them I rip

- a blind sort of anticommunism and to alienate the ~

their ‘hearts out.” Shooting:came easy. We were al-

‘ways afraid:”-

After 30 months in the service, the interviewed for-
mer recruits all ‘agreed on what: theyhad'leémed: to-

~read and write and tokill.. - - :

A study by a Roman Catholic work group here 'c'og'-

‘cluded that at the end of the service the Indians’ re:

~actions are very mixed. Most boys have problems re--

- Yet there :are also 7
~ military experience can have a politicizing affect.

- cently begun to

adapting to their community because of their rowdy

~Some refuse to return to the drudgery and hard
farmwork.Some stay in the Army, become police qf;

ficers or guards.

‘growing indications that' the

There is reliable evidence, although no firm figures
are available, that former Indian soldiers have re-

, join the leftist guerrillas they were.
taught tohunt. . - - - T : :

" The guerrillas have launched a campaign to enlist

them. A booklet-addressed to “the noble soldier, on

_ending his service” reminds the Indian of “the way:
~you were used against the poor by the Army of the

rich.” In simple: language, illustrated with cartoons,

it calls on the soldiers to “return to your village but

" In the early hours of the morning his nightmares -

~were often itnerrupted with rifle butts in the stom-

‘ach, he said: “Then we had to strip naked and walk on
-our l;x_;ees:in: the gravelr until the skjn was bleeding

refuse to become the spy they ordered you to be.

‘Help your people fight, organize.” -

i




