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By Loren Jenkins

E.?:EwS: Past mo_.r_mn Service

mcmmcwﬂmgyzmo
jala—In a rocky gorge that hisects
e Pan American highway nine
iles south of this provincial capital,
silver-painted bridge lies crumpled
n brown river water.

o “This is: the way subversive ele-
Wents contribute to the progress of
‘Bour nation,” reads the sign painted
4h the bridge's foundation as a note
4 travelers along the potholed de-
dur. Leftist guerritlas have been
arring on Guatemala's succession
military governments for the bet-
part of iwo decades.

A+ Down the road, past a temporary
5 aqm erected to keep traffic flow-
i, a.band of civilians armed with
irbines manned a roadblock mak-
identity checks. Their presence
derlined that although the bricdge
s dynamited two years ago at a
: h point of the guemilla activity,
war in the serubby hiils that rise
vond it continues.

 Indeed, here in the Indian high-
Bhds of northern Guatemala the
-gaerrilla war that has simmered

“ Guate-

Guatemalan Indians

Ewmm@ a;ro..; inctuding the impov--
erished Indians—about half of FE-
8:5_; 7 million people—is show-
ing signs of heating up after a rel-
atively. quiet period.

A week ago, in :m_q_&cz:m Quiche
province, five Army engineers were
killed when their truck ran.over a
claymore mine, That same week, 22
villagers in another part of the prov-
mzem,, were reported to have heen
killed. Accounts conflicted on Qrcmm
side’the victims served.

DEQ Teports ﬁ_?nzw_m _:gs%_:qm_

isolated shootouts in the hills, and
coﬁ_aw often burned and Ecn__m.nmm_
?EE along the roadside.

EEEQ checkpoints—or those
Em::mm by civilian defense forces
under Arniy command-—have mul-
tiplied. Leaders of soine of the 23
Indian tribes—for whose hearts and
minds both the Army and the guer-
rillas  vie—report a resurgence of
>:;< retaliations against villages
,,:%mﬁmg of harboring or supporting
guerriltas,

“Our people are once again being
forced to flee their villages into the
E:%:E:y to save ﬂ_ﬁ: lives," an
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Indian leader from a highland tribe
reported, insisting his name not be
used, lest he be a target for govern-
ment reprisals, “Again our peopls are
heing made the targets for the Army
just because they live where the

guerrillas are suspected of hiding.”

Indian leaders and other worried
Guatemalans interviewed in a week-
long trip to northern Guatémala
pegged the revival of the conflict in
the countryside to the Aug. 8 palace
coup by Defense Minister Oscar
Mejia Victores against Gen. Efrain
Rios Montt, the fundamentalist lay
preacher who had himself come to
power it an Army 8_,6 16 months
earlier.

Although Rios Montt’s rule was
criticized, he is widely credited with
having managed to contain the guer-
rilla war by luring or forcing the In-
dians to rally to the side of the
Army.

Adopting a tactic he labeled fri-
Joles v fusiles (*beans and guns”),
Rivs Montt sought to isolate the
guerrillas by ottering the impover-
ished and neglected Indians food
handouts and work and providing
arms for them to form civil local eivil
detense units under Army control,

Although initialiv Rios Monit's
policy relied more on the fusiles
than frijoles, he gave the Indians a
powerful voice on his advisory Coun-

cil of State. These amozm isolated
the guerrillas from the Indians,
Under the civil defense program,
young males—often under the threat
of bheing considered' subversives
themselves—ijoined ~ in  patrolling
their districts under Army com-
mand. These units, which now in-
ciude half a million Indians, provid-
ed the Army with eyes and ears in
the countryside. The vast pool of

=.men might otherwise have been

lured to the side of the guerrillas.
The result was to deprive the
guerrillas of even the tacit support of
the Indian communities on whom
they partly relied for food, intelli-

tgence and new recruits.

“Our people basically are neutral
in the conflict,” said a leader of the
Rabinal Achi tribe who asked that
his name not be used, “They basic-
ally just want to be left alone be-
cause they know if they side with the
subversives they will be eliminated
by the Army, or if they side with the
Army thev will be eliminated by the
subversives.”

Under Rios Montt, H_E tribal lead-

“er sald, it became prudent to side

with the government because it had

the upper hand and was, for the first
time in Guatemalan history, offering
the possibility that the voice of the
Indian majority would be heard b
the Latin minority ruling in the cap-
ital. .

But the Indian leaders inter-
viewed said that since Gen. Mejia
came to power in August. the situ-
ation in their mountainous home-
lands had changed for the worse.

Despite governmenta! clainis that
an amnesty otfer had brought hun-
dreds of guerrillas to the government
side, and led 12,000 displaced Ind-
ians in the mountains to return to
their villages, Indian leaders insisted
their people were frightened of the
Army under Gen. Mejia and were
taking to the hills.

Reports that Gen. Mejia planned
to dissolve the Council of State
added to the disquiet.

“Things are getting worse, not het-
ter.” said a young leader of the Mam
tribe from the. central highlands.
“We thought that after centuries we
were about to be ireated as human
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