FOLLOWING SENT AS NIGHT LETTER TO:
1. President Jimmy Carter, The White House, Washington, D.C.

2. DBenator Cranston, U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C.

The World Council of Indigenous Peoples calls on the United States
of America to immediately terminate any existing military aid

to the Lucas regime in Guatemala, and to refuse to renew contracts
for such aid with Guatemala's govermment. Such aid is used by

the Lucas regime to brutally repress indigenous Guatemalans., One
incident of such repression was the violen reaction of Guatemalan
police to the taking of the Spanish Embassy in Guatemala, January
31, 1980, The takeover was an attempt by indigenous people to
draw international attention +to the tactics used by the government
of Guatemala -- torture, assasinations, and kidnappings -~ as a
means of controlling political dissension, BSuch dissension is

most prevalent .in the lowest socio-economic group in the country,
the indigenous Guatemalans. This group benefits least and is most
exploited by this totalitarian regime. 8Spain was so angered by
the excessive brutality of the police action that it severed relations
with Guatemala. The WCIP finds it unacceptable that a nation

such as the USA, which represents respect for human rights to the
rest of the world, should engage in agreements giving a regime

such as Lucas' economic and military aid. I cannot urge you too

strongly to refuse to give aid to the Lucas government,

GEORGE MANUEL
PRESIDENT
Sent February 27, 1980
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