'FromCapfain' Cook to the Commonwealth Games

Before the white man, all of the continent Australia was 'occupie'd by the indigehous Aboriginal
people. Australia was divided into some 500 tribal areas or states and each tribe or state exercised full
sovereign powers within its clearly defined domain. - :

Although language and dialect
varied from tribe to tribe, there was a
universal code of communication,
‘|so enabling all tribes to
~|eommuinicate and trade the iength
and breadth of the continent. Each
tribe was so organised that there
was no family holding any

hereditary rights aver-the rest of the-

population. The boundaries,
encompassing each tribal area, had
been established from the
beginning of time for all time and
there could be no wars of conquest
or taking of another tribe’s domain.

Aboriginal people were indepen-
dent, self-sufficient and had their
own self-determination by virtue of
their sovereignty. Since the invasion

by the white-Australian settler:

population, much of that, in
practice, has changed.

The colonial settler state now
claims sovereignty which has never
been ceded by the indigenous
Aboriginal people.

Dispossession began in 1770
when British explorer James Cook
wrote "I hoisted the English colours,
and in the name of His Majesty King
George 1ll, took possession of the
whole Easter coast.”

Cook’s instructions were: “You are
with the consent of the natives to
take possession of convenient
situations in the country in the name

of the King of England; or, if youi find .
-the country uninhabited
possession for His Majesty by

setting up proper marks and
inscriptions as first discoverers and
possessors.” - '

Cook's actions were seemingly in
defiance of his instructions and
showed from the outset that the
British regarded the indigenous
Aboriginal people as a people
without any rights to their lands.

In 1788, the First Fleet arrived, led
by Governor Phillip, who
established a colony at Botany Bay
and claimed possession of all the
continent Australia in the name of

King George 1ll. All done illegally -
and - without the consent .of the

indigenous Aboriginal people. -
His explicit instructions - were,

“You are to endeavour by every
possible means to open an
intercourse with the Natives, and to -
conciliate their affections, enjoining

take

~all our subjects to live in amity and

kindness with them.” _
That the indigenous Aboriginal
people occupied the continent first,
gave them 'a- higher .claim to
sovereignty and self-determination
than any settler. T
History shows ‘that the settlers
refused to come to terms with the
rights of the indigenous Aboriginal
people. Despite” all the hoo-ha,
fancy words and proclamations, the
British committed an act of
aggression against the indigenous
Aboriginal people. This state of war’
will continue until such time asg the
immigrant settler population in
Australia, and its -descendants,
recognise - that- 'sovereignty over

- Australia rests with the indigencus

Aboriginal people.
These acts of aggression by the

‘British were committed around the

globe -and indigenous peoples

-throughout the world suffered the

same fate as the .indigenous:
Aboriginal people of Australia. The |
British refer to these illegally seized

- lands all over the world as the British

Empire or the Commonwealth,
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