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VILA, New Hebridés (AP) ~ Government offi
cials. held an- emergency meeting Saturday tc
consider ways to wrest the second largest islanc
in this Sodh Pacific group from separatists whe
took contral three days ago. ) :

New Hébrides Chief Minister Walter Lini, 37
British Resident Commissioner, Andrew Stuart
and Freich Resident ~Commissioner - 'Jean
Jacguesgabert considered possible police actio

ranceiand Britain to retake Espiritu Santo
160 miles © the north, - T

Lini, an Anglican priest, said earlier in
broadcast that law and order there had brokes
down completely. French and British official
were to meet Monday in Paris to.consider Stu
art’s request for help., :

Espiritu Santo was seized in a' pre-dawn rai
Wedqesdag %y 800 spear-carrying native rebel
led by 5¢ French-speaking Europeans arme
withghottuns, British officials in London sai
earlier. - - . :

The rebels apparently want to secede from th
New Hebrides union, which is scheduled to b
given :independence July 30 after 74 years o
joint British-Freach rule. -

The separatists took over government installa
tions in Santo, the main town on Espiritu Sant
and the second largest in the islands with a popu
lation vf 5,000. The capital of Vila is the larges
with 2¢,000 residents.. . - _ -

. Sourtes in Vila said the insurgents abducted 1

‘Melanésian policemen, one of whom was report

ed to hive been injured by an arrow.
Communications with Espiritu Santo wern

“ severed by Lini’s orders in an attempt to limi

the rewit, and the policemen’s fate was no
known.:

No Batish or Europeans were reported hurt o
captures, ahd it was not known if there were an;
Americdns on the island. The New Hebrides gov
ernmentsent twe small boats to Espiritu Sant
to take ot a group of Australian tourists. =~

The sé_baratists also tried to seize governmen
offices ot the island of Tanna, 130 miles south ¢
the capitil, and briefly kidnapped about a doze:
policeme). But other policemen disbursed th
raiders aad there were no reports of casualties.

In Vila the atmosphere was tense but quie
Saturday. Extra police from the. British an
French alministrations — who run separate po
lice forces as well as separate jails and separat,
schools —~ were called out for duty.

Thie seven dance halls in Vila were crowded a
usual andthe daily planelodd of Australian tour
ists arrived uninterrupted. :

. “There’sno tfouble here, only on Santo,” said ;
hotel mansger.; “But we will have a big demon
gtration on Tuesday over high prices, not abou

anto.” - ; C ' s

The revolt on Espiritu Santo is led by Jimm;

Stevens,” who is of British, Melanesian and Pa

Iynesian heiritage.

Sources here said he is supported by a fev
American businessmen who want to establish :
tax free state and by French planters who fea
the Lini government is too closely aligned wit!
Britain.” - = - . :

" Robert has called on all Frenchmen in the 74

 island chain to supnort the Lini governmment.



