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Cowlitz Indians

. seek money
~and recognltlon

: TOPPENISH, Wash. (AP) - Cowhtz
Indians living on the Yakima Indian
Reservation want the U.S. government to -
rettrn Western Washington lands taken
ﬂ‘omtheirancestors ‘

They contend the land was taken in -
years following the 1855 Indian treaty
when Isaac Stephens was Washington's
territorial governor.

~ Memnbers of the Cowlitz, which the U.S.
government has not recagmzed as a tribe,
were awarded $1.5 million in 1973 as .
wmpensatwn for land taken in 1863, -

But the money, which is controlled by
the Bureau of Indian Affairs and has since
grown to $5.7 million, cannot be released
without authorization from Congress, ac-
cording to the BIA.

© . Meanwhile, members of the Cowlitz
tribe have been pushmg fer federal recog-
_ nition as a sovereign tribe,

“ “What's probably going to happen is if
tﬁs group gets federal recognition they
will get the funds,” said Bill Smith, an
- eproliment official with the BIA in Port-
land, Ore. “But if they are not successful
in gettmg recognition then there could be
& bill passed to distribute the funds.”

- Congress must first establish who is a
descendant of Cowlitz tribai members
dislocated by the government more than
100 years ago, he said.

+ Many Cowlitz members moved to the
Yakima reservation from their ancestral
aounds near the Mayfield Dam on the

litz River in Lewis County, said Ida

Tahkea] a historian for the Cowlitz group, -
_Others have established residence in -

Westem Washington, with a large number ~ -

of Cowlitz members living near Longview. -

- “About half of the Yakimas are lineal
desé:endants of the Cowlitz,"” Tahkeal
said.
The- group has petiticned for the re-.

lease of the money since the award was -

made, Tahkeal said but has been stymied
by the lack of government action. The
pusé‘l for tnbal recogmt:um would help, she
. sai
A spokesman for the BIA in Washing-
ton, D.C., said the recognition request has
been reviewed but was sent back to the
‘group for further information. B
- About 50 Cowlitz descendants held a
meeting at the Yakima Indian Agency on
Aug. 8 to elect officers and discuss legal
strategy. William Charley was named
chan'man
‘An enrollmeni board was alse selected

to _verify the number and names of
Indians living on the Yakima Reservation
who have Cowlitz lineage.

.. Charley said about 4,500 Cowlitz live
east of the Cascades and a smaller
Cowlitz group lives west of the mountains. -






Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 7: Ernst Fredrick Ryser (Male}

Date of birth: 12/11/1903

Place of birth: Madison, WI

Date of death: 2/3/1983

Place of death: Seattle, WA

Mother: Lisette Faye Baumburger (#28)

Father: Fredrick Ernst Ryser (#27)

Spouse(s): <Unspecified>, Ruth A. Gilham (#

child(ren): Margqguerite F. Ryser (#9), Fred:n
Rudolph C. Ryser (#1)

Comments: <None>

6), <Unspecified>
ick Ernest Ryser (#12), Lola Elizabet

I.D. #: 8: TIda Victoria Stevens-Carlson (Female)

Date of birth: * UNKNOWN *

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: * Data not entered *
Father: * Data not entered *

No marriages on record.

Child(ren): Marguerite F. Ryser (#9)

Comments: Child out of wedlock, probably from Troy Idaho

I.D. #: 9: Marguerite F. Ryser (Female)
Date of birth: 9/19/1941

Place of birth: Tekoa, WA

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: Ida Victoria Stevens-Carlson (#8)
Father: Ernst Fredrick Ryser (#7)
Spouse(s): Ron Haymen (#31)

child(ren): Kimberly Lyn Hayman (#33), Ronald Eugene Hayman Jr. (#32)

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 10: Christ E. Ryser (Male)
Date of birth: 9/§/1945

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: Ruth A. Gilham (#6)
Father: Ernst Fredrick Ryser (#7)
Spouse(s): Mary Ann Kurisoki (#60)

Child{(ren): Christian Ernst Ryser (#59), Neal Sullivan (#61)

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 11: Lola Elizabeth Ryser (Female)
Date of birth: 6/17/1944

Place of birth: South Bend, WA

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: Ruth A. Gilham (#6)

Father: Ernst Fredrick Ryser (#7)

Spouse(s): Andrew J. Rudis (#53), <Unspecified>, <Unspecified>
Child(ren): Jason Edward Rudis (#58), Bonnjie Jean Rudis (#54), Peter Bernard Rud

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 12: Fredrick Ernest Ryser (Male)
Date of birth: 10/12/1942

Place of birth: Tekoa, WA

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: Ruth A. Gilham (#6)

Father: Ernst Fredrick Ryser (#7)




I.D. #: 1: Rudolph C. Ryser (Male)
Date of birth: 9/12/1946

Place of birth: Elma, WA

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: Ruth A. Gilham (#6)
Father: Ernst Fredrick Ryser (#7)
Spouse(s): Nancy K. Bodtker (#5)

child(ren): Christian W. C. Ryser (#2), Jon

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 2: Christian W. C. Ryser (Male)
Date of birth: 9/3/1968
Place of birth: Seattle,
Date of death: * N/A *
Mother: Nancy K. Bodtker (#5)
Father: Rudolph C. Ryser (#1)
No marriages on record.

No children on record.
Comments: <None>

WA

I.D. #: 3: Jon M. C. Ryser (Male)
Date of birth: 12/9/1970
Place of birth: Pullman,
Date of death: * N/A *
Mother: Nancy K. Bodtker (#5)
Father: Rudolph C. Ryser (#1)
No marriages on record.

No children on record.
Comments: <None>

WA

I.D. #: 4: Morgan A. D. Ryser (Male)
Date of birth: 3/25/1973 :
Place of birth: Seattle,
Date of death: * N/A *
Mother: Nancy K. Bodtker (#5)
Father: Rudolph C. Ryser (#1)
No marriages on record.

No children on record.
Comments: <None>

WA

I.D. #: 5: Nancy K. Bodtker (Female)
Date of birth: 4/11/1946
Place of birth: Eugene,
Date of death: * N/A *
Mother: Bernice Derickson {(#15)

Father: wWilliam Smith (#17)

Spouse(s): Rudolph C. Ryser (#1)
Child(ren): Christian W. C. Ryser (#2), Jo
Comments: <None>

OR

I.D. #: 6: Ruth A. Gilham (Female)

Date of birth: 7/16/1915

Place of birth: Thorp, WA

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: Lola Young (#36)

Father: Richard Jack Gilham (#34)

Spouse(s): Ernst Fredrick Ryser (#7), Henr

Child{(ren): Robert John Ryser (#14), Barba
Lola Elizabeth Ryser (#11), Christ E. Ry

M. C. Ryser (#3), Morgan A. D. Ryser

n M. C. Ryser (#3), Morgan A. D. Ryser

y Harry Hare (#13), <Unspecified>
ra Jean Ryser (#21), Richard Jerald Ry
ser (#10), Rudolph C. Ryser (#1)




Father: Benjamin Franklin Young (#41)
Spouse(s): <Unspecified>

No children on record.

Comments: Living in Sumner, Wa on February |13, 1920

I.D. #: 48: Grt-Grt GrandFather Young (Malg)
Date of birth: c. 22/22/1820
Place of birth:
Date of death: * N/A *
Mother: * Data not entered *
Father: * Data not entered *
Spouse(s): <Unspecified>
Child(ren): Byron Young (#49), Ed Young (#50), Virginia Young-Gandy (#51), Benja
Etta Young-Maybin (#52)
Comments: Probably a resident in Michigan ¢r came from England in c1820

I.D. #: 49: Byron Young {Male)

Date of birth: c. ??/2?2/1840

Place of birth: Michigan

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: * Data not entered *

Father: Grt-Grt GrandFather Young (#48)
Spouse{s): <«Unspecified>

No children on record.

Comments: Lived in Puyallup on February 13] 1520

I.D. #: 50: E4A Young (Male)

Date of birth: c. 272/272/1840

Place of birth: Michigan

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: * Data not entered *

Father: Grt-Grt GrandFather Young (#48)
Spouse(s): <Unspecified>

No children on record.

Comments: Lived in Spokane, WA on February|13, 1920

I.D. #: 51: Virginia Young-Gandy (Female)
Date of birth: c. ?27/22/1840

Place of birth: Michigan

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: * Data not entered *

Father: Grt-Grt GrandFather Young (#48)
Spouse(s): <Unspecified>

No children on record.

Comments: Lived in Spokane, Wa on February| 13, 1920

I.D. #: 52: Etta Young-Maybin (Female)
Date of birth: c. 22/77/1850

Place of birth: Michigan

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: * Data not entered *

Father: Grt-Grt GrandFather Young (#48)
Spouse(s): <Unspecified>

No children on record.

Comments: Lived in Tacoma, WA in February [I13, 1920

I.D. #: 53: Andrew J. Rudis (Male)
Date of birth: c. 12/2?/1936
Place of birth: Cosmopolis, WA
Date of death: * N/A *




Mother: * Data not entered *
Father: * Data not entered *

Spouse(s): Lola Elizabeth Ryser (#11), <Unspecified>

Child(ren): Jason Edward Rudis (#58), Bonn
Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 54: Bonnie Jean Rudis (Female)
Date of birth: 10/24/1963

Place of birth: Aberdeen, WA

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: Lola Elizabeth Ryser (#11)
Father: Andrew J. Rudis (#53)
Spouse(s): <Unspecified>

Child(ren): Joshua James Rudis (#55)
Comments: <(None>

I.D. #: 55: Joshua James Rudis (Male)
Date of birth: 3/28/1982

Place of birth: Seattle, WA

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: Bonnie Jean Rudis (#54)
Father: * Data not entered *

No marriages on record.

No children on record.

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 56: Peter Bernard Rudis (Male)
Date of birth: 7/28/1966

Place of birth: Seattle, WA

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: Lola Elizabeth Ryser (#11)
Father: Andrew J. Rudis (#53)

No marriages on record.

Child{(ren): Eric ---——- +Rudis (#57)
Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 57: Eric —-—-——- +Rudis (Male)
Date of birth: c. ?2?/22/1985

Place of birth: California

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: * Data not entered *
Father: Peter Bernard Rudis (#56)
No marriages on record.

No children on record.

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 58: Jason Edward Rudis (Male)
Date of birth: 9/24/1973

Place of birth: Seattle, WA

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: Lola Elizabeth Ryser (#11)
Father: Andrew J. Rudis (#53)

No marriages on record.

No children on record.

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 59: Christian Ernst Ryser (Male)
Date of birth: c. 2?/2?/1974 Cirtg (o —
Place of birth: Seattle, WA

Date of death: * N/A *

le Jean Rudis (#54),

Peter Bernard Rud



Mother: Mary Ann Kurisoki (#60)
Father: Christ E. Ryser (#10)
Spouse(s): <«Unspecified>

No children on record.
Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 60: Mary Ann Kurisoki (Female}
Date of birth: * N/A *

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: * Data not entered *

Father: * Data not entered *
Spouse(s): Christ E. Ryser (#10)
Child(ren): Christian Ernst Ryser (#59)
Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 61: Neal Sullivan (Male)
Date of birth: c. 22/22/1980
Place of birth: Seattle, WA
Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: * Data not entered *
Father: Christ E. Ryser (#10)

No marriages on record.

No children on record.

Comments: <None>

I.D, #: 62: Jeff Ryser (Male)

Date of birth: * N/A *

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: * Data not entered *
Father: Fredrick Ernest Ryser (#12)
No marriages on record.

No children on record.

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 63: Darion Ryser {(Male)
Date of birth: * N/A *

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: * Data not entered *
Father: Fredrick Ernest Ryser (#12)
No marriages on record.

No children on record.

Comments: <(None>

I.D. #: 64: Ron Ryser (Male)

Date of birth: * N/A *

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: * Data not entered *
Father: Fredrick Ernest Ryser (#12)
No marriages on record.

No children on record.

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 65: Gene Baker (Male)
Date of birth: * N/A *
Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *




Mother: * Data not entered *
Father: * Data not entered *
Spouse{s): <Unspecified>

Child(ren): Chuck Baker (#66), Jim Baker (#67), Jack Baker (#68),

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 66: Chuck Baker (Male)
Date of birth: * N/A *

Place of birth: )

Date of death: * N/A * -
Mother: Barbara Jean Ryser (#21)
Father: Gene Baker (#65)
Spouse(s): <Unspecified>

No children on record.

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 67: Jim Baker (Male)

Date of birth: * N/A *

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A %

Mother: Barbara Jean Ryser (#21)
Father: Gene Baker (#65)

Spouse(s): <Unspecified>, <Unspecified>
No children on record.

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 68: Jack Baker (Male)
Date of birth: * N/A *

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: Barbara Jean Ryser (#21)
Father: Gene Baker (#65)
Spouse(s): <Unspecified>

No children on record.

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 69: Sharon Baker (Male)
Date of birth: * N/A *

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: Barbara Jean Ryser (#21)
Father: Gene Baker (#65)
Spouse(s): <Unspecified>

No children on record.

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 70: JoAnn ++++++++ (Female)
Date of birth: * N/A *

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: * Data not entered *
Father: * Data not entered *
Spouse(s)}: Robert John Ryser (#14)
No children on record.

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 71: Virginia +++++++ (Female)
Date of birth: * N/aA *

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *

Sharon Baker (



Mother: * Data not entered *
Father: * Data not entered *
Spouse(s): Robert John Ryser (#14)
No children on record.

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 72: Donna Kangus (Female)

Date of birth: * N/A *

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: * Data not entered *

Father: * Data not entered *
Spouse(s): Fredrick Ernest Ryser (#12}
No children on record.

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 73: Alice +++++ (Female)

Date of birth: * N/A *

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: * Data not entered *

Father: * Data not entered *

Spouse(s): Richard Jerald Ryser (#22), <Un

Child(ren): Ricky Ryser (#74), Mark Ryser
Another Kid (#79)

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 74: Ricky Ryser (Male)
Date of birth: * N/A *

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *.

Mother: Alice +++++ (#73)

Father: Richard Jerald Ryser (#22)
No marriages on record.

No children on record.

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 75: Michelle Ryser (Female)
Date of birth: * N/A *

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: * Data not entered *
Father: Richard Jerald Ryser (#22)
No marriages on record.

No children on record.

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 76: Mark Ryser (Male)

Date of birth: * N/A %

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: Alice +++++ (#73)

Father: Richard Jerald Ryser (#22)
No marriages on record.

No children on record.

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 77: Ken Ryser (Male)
Date of birth: * N/a *
Place of birth: '

specified>
(#76), Ken Ryser (#77), Yona Ryser (#7




Date of death: * N/A *
Mother: Alice +++++ (#73)
Father: * Data not entered *
No marriages on record.

No children on record.
Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 78: Yona Ryser (Female)
Date of birth: * N/A *

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: Alice +++++ (#73)
Father: * Data not entered *
Spouse(s): <Unspecified>

No children on record.
Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 79: Another Kid (Female)
Date of birth: * N/a *

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: Alice +++++ (#73)
Father: * Data not entered *
Spouse(s): <«Unspecified>

No children on record.

Comments: <None>»




Spouse(s): Donna Kangus (#72)
Child(ren): Jeff Ryser (#62), Darion Ryser
Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 13: Henry Harry Hare (Male)
Date of birth: * UNKNOWN *

Place of birth: u

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: * Data not entered *
Father: * Data not entered *
Spouse(s): Ruth A, Gilham {#6)

(#63), Ron Ryser (#64)

Child(ren): Robert John Ryser (#14), Barbarxa Jean Ryser (#21)

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 14: Robert John Ryser (Male)
Date of birth: c. ?7/22/1933

Place of birth: Bay Center, Wa

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: Ruth A, Gilham (#6)

Father: Henry Harry Hare (#13)

Spouse(s): JoAnn ++++++++ (#70), Virginia {++++++ (#71)

No children on record.
Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 15: Bernice Derickson (Female)
Date of birth: c. ?2/22/1915

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: Bertha O. McCurdy (#23)
Father: Murray A. Derickson (#24)

Spouse(s): Folmer N. Bodtker (#16), William Smith (#17), Ed Tapper (#18)

child(ren): Nancy K. Bodtker (#5), Nathele
Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 16: Folmer N. Bodtker (Male)

Date of birth: * N/A *

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: Mother Rasmussen (#25)

Father: Father Bodtker (#26)

Spouse(s): Bernice Derickson (#15), <Unspe
No children on record.

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 17: wWilliam Smith (Male)

Date of birth: * N/A *

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: * Data not entered *

Father: * Data not entered *

Spouse(s): Bernice Derickson (#15)
Child(ren): Nancy K. Bodtker (#5), Nathele
Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 18: Ed Tapper (Male)
Date of birth: * N/A *

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *
Mother: * Data not entered *
Father: * Data not entered *

M. Bodtker (#20)

~ified>

M. Bodtker (#20)




Spouse(s): Bernice Derickson (#15), <Unspeg
Cchild(ren): Dick Tapper (#19)
Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 19: Dick Tapper (Male)
Date of birth: c. 22/22/1945
Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A ¥
Mother: * Data not entered *
Father: Ed Tapper (#18)

No marriages on record.

No children on record.
Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 20: Nathele M. Bodtker (Female)
Date of birth: 5/20/1947

Place of birth: Eugene, OR

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: Bernice Derickson (#15)

Father: William Smith (#17)

Spouse(s): <Unspecified>, <Unspecified>, <Unspecified>

No children on record.
Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 21: Barbara Jean Ryser (Female)
Date of birth: c. 2?2/2?2/1935

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: Ruth A. Gilham (#6)

Father: Henry Harry Hare (#13)
Spouse(s): <Unspecified>

child(ren): Chuck Baker (#66), Jim Baker (#67), Jack Baker (#68),

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 22: Richard Jerald Ryser (Male)
Date of birth: c. 22/22/1937

Place of birth: Bay Center, WA

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: Ruth A. Gilham (#6)

Father: * Data not entered *
Spouse(s): Alice +++++ (#73)

ified>

Sharon Baker (

Child(ren): Ricky Ryser (#74), Michelle Ryger (#75), Mark Ryser (#76)

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 23: Bertha 0. McCurdy (Female)
Date of birth: 11/1/1893

Place of birth: Iowa

Date of death: c. 22/27/1987

Place of death: Bend, OR

Mother: * Data not entered *

Father: * Data not entered *
Spouse(s): Murray A. Derickson (#24)
Child(ren): Bernice Derickson (#15)
Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 24: Murray A. Derickson (Male)
Date of birth: c. ?22/?72/1891

Place of birth:

Date of death: 3/21/1979

Place of death: Eugene, OR




Mother: * Data not entered *
Father: * Data not entered *
Spouse(s): Bertha O. McCurdy (#23)
child(ren): Bernice Derickson (#15)
Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 25: Mother Rasmussen {Female)
Date of birth: * N/A *

Place of birth: Denmark

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: * Data not entered *

Father: * Data not entered *
Spouse(s): Father Bodtker (#26)
child(ren): Folmer N. Bodtker (#16)
Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 26: Father Bodtker (Male)
Date of birth: * N/A *

Place of birth: Denmark

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: * Data not entered *
Father: * Data not entered *
Spouse(s): Mother Rasmussen (#25)
Child(ren): Folmer N. Bodtker (#16)
Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 27: Fredrick Ernst Ryser (Male)
Date of birth: 10/4/188C

Place of birth: Bietenburg, Swiz

Date of death: c. 22/??/1976

Place of death: Coeur D’Alene, ID
Mother: * Data not entered *

Father: * Data not entered *

Spouse(s): Lisette Faye Baumburger (#28)
Child(ren): Ernst Fredrick Ryser (#7), Fris
Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 28: Lisette Faye Baumburger (Femal;
Date of birth: 8/3/1880

Place of birth: Stauffenbach, Switz
Date of death: 9/9/1948

Place of death: Coeur D’Alene, ID
Mother: * Data not entered *
Father: * Data not entered *

cda Ryser (#30), Elma Ryser (#29)

Spouse(s): Fredrick Ernst Ryser (#27), <Ungpecified>
Child(ren): Ernst Fredrick Ryser (#7), Fripda Ryser (#30), Elma Ryser (#29)

Comments: <(None>

I.D. #: 29: Elma Ryser (Female)

Date of birth: c. 22/22/1907

Place of birth:

Date of death: c. 22/2?2/1983

Place of death: Tekoa, WA

Mother: Lisette Faye Baumburger (#28)
Father: Fredrick Ernst Ryser (#27)
Spouse(s): <Unspecified>

No children on record.

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 30: Frieda Ryser (Female)




Date of birth: c. 2?/22/1905

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/a *

Mother: Lisette Faye Baumburger (#28)
Father: Fredrick Ernst Ryser (#27)
Spouse(s): <Unspecified>

No children on record.

Comments: <None>’

I.D. #: 31: Ron Haymen (Male)

Date of birth: * N/A %

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: * Data not entered *
Father: * Data not entered *
Spouse(s): Marguerite F. Ryser (#9)
Child(ren): Kimberly Lyn Hayman (#33), Ronald Eugene Hayman Jr. (#32)
Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 32: Ronald Eugene Hayman Jr. (Male]
Date of birth: 4/22/1968 '
Place of birth: Allentown, FA
Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: Marguerite F. Ryser (#9)
Father: Ron Haymen (#31)

No marriages on record.

No children on record.

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 33: Kimberly Lyn Hayman (Female)
Date of birth: 2/11/1964

Place of birth: Allentown, PA

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: Marguerite F. Ryser (#9)

Father: Ron Haymen (#31)

No marriages on record.

No children on record.

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 34: Richard Jack Gilham (Male)
Date of birth: * N/A *

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: Charlotte Bird (#35)

Father: * Data not entered *
Spouse(s): Lola Young (#36)
child(ren): Huey Gilham (#39), Ruth A. Gilham (#6), Mary Gilham (#38), Clara Gil
Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 35: Charlotte Bird (Female)
Date of birth: * N/A *

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: * Data not entered *

Father: * Data not entered *

No marriages on record.

Child(ren): Richard Jack Gilham (#34)
Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 36: Lola Young (Female)




Date of birth: c. 2?/22/1896

Place of birth: Sumner, WA

Date of death: c. 22/2?2/1947

Place of death: * N/A *

Mother: Mary Jameson (#42)

Father: Benjamin Franklin Young (#41)
Spouse(s): Richard Jack Gilham {(#34)
child(ren): Huey Gilham (#39), Ruth A. Gilk
Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 37: Clara Gilham (Female)

Date of birth: c. 22/2?2/1921

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: Lola Young (#36)

Father: Richard Jack Gilham (#34)
Spouse(s): <Unspecified>, <Unspecified>
No children on record.

Comments: <None?

I.D. #: 38: Mary Gilham (Female)
Date of birth: c. ?7?/22/1919
Place of birth:

Date of death: c. 2?/2?2/1958
Place of death:

Mother: Lola Young (#36)

Father: Richard Jack Gilham (#34)
Spouse(s): <Unspecified>

No children on record.

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 39: Huey Gilham (Male)
Date of birth: * N/A *

Place of birth:

Date of death: c. ?7/7?2/1935
Place of death:

Mother: Lola Young (#36)

Father: Richard Jack Gilham (#34)
Spouse(s): <Unspecified>
Child(ren): Jack Gilham (#40)
Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 40: Jack Gilham (Male)
Date of birth: * N/A *

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *
Mother: * Data not entered *
Father: Huey Gilham (#39)
Spouse(s): <«Unspecified>

No children on record.
Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 41: Benjamin Franklin Young (Male)
Date of birth: 7/6/1849

Place of birth: Michigan

Date of death: 2/8/1920

Place of death: Ellensburg, WA

Mother: * Data not entered *

Father: Grt-Grt GrandFather Young (#48)
Spouse(s): Mary Jameson (#42)

am (#6), Mary Gilham (#38), Clara Gil



Cchild(ren): Edwin Young (#43), Byron Young
Emma Young-Pyles (#47), Lola Young (#36)
Comments: Founder of the Sumner Index & edi

I.D. #: 42: Mary Jameson (Female)

Date of birth: * N/A *

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: * Data not entered *

Father: * Data not entered *

Spouse(s): Benjamin Franklin Young (#41)

Child(ren): Edwin Young (#43), Byron Young
Emma Young-Pyles (#47), Lola Young (#36)

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 43: Edwin Young (Male)

Date of birth: * N/a *

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: Mary Jameson (#42)

Father: Benjamin Franklin Young (#41}
No marriages on record.

No children on record.

Comments: <None>

I.D. #: 44: Byron Young (Male)

Date of birth: * N/a *

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: Mary Jameson (#42)

Father: Benjamin Franklin Young {(#41)

No marriages on record.

No children on record.

Comments: Living in Tacoma on February 13,

I.D. #: 45: Roy Young (Male)

Date of birth: * N/A *

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: Mary Jameson (#42)

Father: Benjamin Franklin Young {(#41)
No marriages on record.

No children on record.

(#44), Roy Young (#45), Glenn Young {

tor of Sumner News-Index

(#44), Roy Young (#45), Glenn Young (

1920

Comments: Living in Ellensburg, WA on Febrhary 13,1920

I.D. #: 46: Glenn Young (Male)

Date of birth: * N/A *

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: Mary Jameson (#42)

Father: Benjamin Franklin Young (#41)

No marriages on record.

No children on record.

Comments: Living in Sumner on February 13,

I.D. #: 47: Emma Young-Pyles (Female)
Date of birth: * N/A *

Place of birth:

Date of death: * N/A *

Mother: Mary Jameson (#42)

1920
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Family tree created using progre

Fredrick E. Ryser (1889 - 1970)
Ernst F. Ryser (1902 - 1981}
Lisette Baumburger (1891 - )
Rudolph C. Ry
Richard Jack Gilham (227?72 - )
Ruth A. Gilham (1915 - )
Lola Young (?272? - )

William Smith (77?2 - )

ym from BIG BLUE DISK #10.

rser (1946 - )

Christian W. C. Ryser (1968 -

Nancy K. Bodtker (1946 - )

Murray A. Derickson (1891 - 1979)
. Bernice Derickson (1915 - )
Bertha 0. McCurdy (1893 - 1987)

)



Family tree created using program from BIG BLUE DISK #10.

Fredrick E. Ryser (1889 - 1970)
Ernst F. Ryser (1902 - 1981)
Lisette Baumburger (1891 - }
Rudolph C. Ryser (1946 - )
Richard Jack Gilham (2?2?27 -|)
Charlotte Bird (2227 - )
Ruth A. Gilham (1915 - )
Lola Young (27?272 - )




Family tree created using program from BIG BLUE DISK #10.

Murray A. Derickson (1891 - 1979)
Bernice Derickson (1915 - )
Nancy K. Bodtker (1946 - )
Christian W. C. Ryser (1968 - )

Jon M. C. Ryser (1970 - )
Morgan A. D. Ryser (1973 - )

Nathele M. Bodtker (1947 - )
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T "Tives There.

Axel and wife ———-Carlson
- Ester Carlscn B
Carl Carlson

Ida Carlson Ma

Stevens. She had one c
4th grade at the country School

ﬂ"‘o-‘(

LA
Mrs. Axel died in 1932. -8t m

with her dad Dad died and

sister and later went to a h
as I am getting more informatio
now about 72.

Ida 1is

visited Troy about 10 years ag

I have written +this in
comnmittments this week.

You will hear from me wi

s 2t

I have the address|

had three children

COowWn

¥y have been married to
hild. She only finished the
near Dry Creek. Her mother
cved to Troy from the farm
Moscow with

she lived in

cme in Caldwell. She still
and I will send it to you
n from a former classmate.

She and her sister have

have several

haste as I

thin a week.

Stella




Chal lenge the Audiencé;
Make them Thini.

Wrhat is the Point?

The missing Link.

Why was this Written?
What should I Feel?
This play is Inconsistent.

Like the bumps on an orange Feel.

Christian W. C. Ryser




Weshington, D.C.

Cowlitg

The Honorable
Erentley Blue

Tribsl Develoownneng
Seattle, Washing

' March 29, 1973

Commissionsr of The U.S. Indian Claims Commission

1730 K Street
20006

Dear Commigsioner Blues

This letter is fo be exXpressive o
profound eggravation. Ve are spe

o7 sentimenis end anxieties that

=

our deep concern and
kinz to you of the kind
ceuse men to sharply dis-

W ¥

zgree over common interests, forgpt comforts and desire a

Just remedy.

We have been freatel unfairly and we meen to

set right this treatment. We need| your help as you can give

it.

I write to you about a questionsbd

!

le aporoval on lMarch 3rd

of this year of =a nroposed compropise settlement called
Docket 218, presented by the claims atlorneys: Welssbrodt
& Weissbrodt, by a group of psoplie who were claimed to be
a representative group of Cowlitz Indians or those of Cow-

1itz descent. 45 our ernclosures
to be an award of $1,550,000 .

show, the settlement is

The members of the Cowlitz Tribeal| Dsvelopment Asscciation

whom I represent are eager to seel that all tribal members,
offically enrolled members, be alllowed {o play a-part in

2. decision of this nabnﬂgudo. Surely this must be allowed
to happen before this matter is cllosed, perhaps forever.

We belleve we have grounds to challlenge

his March 3rd de-

cision; simply beczuse: no offlcipl “eSlutrGulon of people
there at the meeting wes taken{as| we discuss. belo”)and the
notice of the impending meeting wes in fact hurriedly dis=
meminsted o that sca rcelj onyone knew of the meeting or the

decision to be made.’

“e guote from & rcport by Chester J. Higmen of the BIA

nere in Jeatern Washington:

1)...n0 provisi-n for Cowlitz Indisn end any others who

attcnded to register.... ..
Z)es.it wos 1myos *ible to make
ttoﬂr\.l rl(_,) L

an accurate count{of those

3) The Triue docs not have en gfecurate rccord of how many




are consldored affillinted with ib.

In hig opinicn(lilgmon)the notice wrs

mode to 384 persons. Incidently he [
o

r

etions Officer(Znrollment)from the W
Agency of the IIA.

We furthor chrllenge the Morceh 3rd de
b lieve no eone but officirlly recornl

adaoqunte end weo
5 the Tribal Opere
ctern Woshington

cisicon Bbecrusc we
wed Cowlitz memhers

¢n vote on Cowlitz Tribal iscues ong
recognized Cowlitz Tribal menmbers mus
formed rbout the issue on which they
asked to vote., And, we further belig
11tz Tribal members are widely disbur
of Washington and the other states, ¢
ized voting member should be afforded
vote by ballet on such an important,

To acconmplish the first step, we belil
mist seek to fulfill these besic regu
is taken., Without fulfilling these Vv
ments any vote to accept 2 seitlement

ingless.

“We believe there is a2 concerted effor
Tribel clzim by forcing a settlement
of 2 general ignoraznce of tribal peop
Tthe kind of information thet is ncedg

e sec the need to stpp these tactics
deliberstiocns, quesiions and discussi
meeting wrs disorderly during certain
tehavior of the Tribal chairmen end ¢
cious,i.e. the Tribal lawyer.

Indecd why ellow business of this kig
meeting clearly being held in a placd
veopnle standing. Peovle trying to hg
tions. e have underlined some impol
closures.

A representetive{mewmber)of the Cowlif
iztion 1s coming to Washington D.C. 4
n: xt month(April). Ye ere hopeful ha

offlca and discuss with you this very
will be coming regueating an aprolntin

Tours respectiul,

Hobert J. £l
g2L 1l6th Ayeiue
Senttle, WaShing

that 0ll officinlly
t be thoroughly in-
voLe beforc they are
ve that becsuse Cow-
sed all over the Stote
ach officially recogn-
the opvortunity to
m2jor issue.

eve the Cowlitz Tribe
irements before a wvote
ery fundementel require=
of Docket 218 is mecn-

T to settle the Cowlitz
teking unfair advantage
le. They just don't have

de

that "stesm-roll'" 211
on. Wnile the March 3rd
discussion periods, the
thers wzs highly suspi-

d to be conducted at =
totelly inadequate, with

ar, to vote, fo zsk gues-
tant sentences in our en-

z Tribsl Development Assoc=
he first psri of

can meet with you at your
critical matter. A letter
ent soon.

]

ton 98l22




"her of that group wish to bring to youl]

COWLITZ TRIEAL DEVELCOPIME

T ASSOCIATICN

Seattle, Washingion

Mr. Abe ¥W. Weilssbrodt

Law Offices of

Weissbrodt & Weissbrodt
161h Tweniieth Street, N.¥W.
Washington, D.C. 20009

Dear Mr. Veissbrodt:

A group of people, all members of the Co

cently forming the above named assoclisd

opvrosition to th?® proposed compromise g
infavor of the terms of Docket 218 as 4
document we have received with your led

and titled, 'Revort To Members Of The (o

Attorneys'. We intend to challenge the
meeting of Msrch 3rd 2nd claim that thd
to vote in an eleection conducted unfaiz
e claim that the decision wss taken hy
influence of dread instilled by council
so slanted to persusde the members of
litigation is too costly, both iIn time

Furthermore, we challenge the decislon
following p01nts:

1) Notice of the meeting and its sgendg
nor timely, nor sufficient to satisiy ]

2} Thae Tribe did not have 2 roll of mep
m~l check of tribal enrollment cards inh
the tribal members.

3) The meeting place wes clesrly not afl
ing of type held, glven the megnitude p
environment was not conducive to effect

L) No safegueras were instituted to inp
the unschooled, the handicapped and oth
guire atteution.

Marceh 29, 1973

wlitz Tribe, juct re-
ion and nuyselfi: 3 mem-
sttention our shocked
ettlement. ‘e are not
hey are descrived in 2
“erhezd dated Merch,l1973
wlitz Tribe By Claims
decision taken &t the
se present were allowed
ly 2nd with many errors.
rriedly and under the

. The entire rewort is
he Tribe that furiher
znd money.

of Marcen 3, 1973 on the
was not properly given,
the notice procedure.

bers nor wes there n for-

the possession of meny of

eguste to conduct a meet-
¥ the issues involved. The
ive discussion or debate,

ure the perticipation of
érs whose civil righis re-

T




o

_course of action in the courts to be takes

5) Finnlly, we regard any settlement wrop
tory and incommeotent 1if there is no nrov
issue over tribal ownership of lands, ti
resourcgss,

b S

Wle are currenily in consulotion with attid

injunctionary motions to seek & halt to {
cut of the March 3rd approval decision.

In closing we hope to indicate fto you ths
with you is probszbly in regerds to the p
settlement. We are not in a hurry and wg

rneys, diccussing a
N. wWe contemvlate
ne further earrying

our only guarrel
s5ed conproiise
c

@]
are becoming more

and more awrre of the awful burden we bedr in seeinzg that our

families and trivsl members gozin what hag
them end denied to them for so long by a
ing zZovernment.

Yours with respect,

Sy —
\i‘/{; - -;/’\./j s

g2k 16th Aven
Seaitle, Wash

They made us many dpromises, more than I ¢
they never kept but one; they promised td
and they took it.

been "tazkea" from
just, but overween-

s

i P
[
17 u\::{‘_',.r"l/ﬁ-ﬁ/\

v

ue, Apt 203
ington

&n remember, but
taxe our land,

—--Red Cloud

LB



COWLITZ TRIEAL DEVELOFP

ENT ASSQCIATICH

My, Abe V. Weissbrodt

Law Offices of

Weissbrodt & Vieissbrodt
1614 Twentieth Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20009
Dear Mr, Vleissbrodt:

A group of people, all members of the
cently forming the above named associd

hingion

Cowlitz Tribe, just re-
:tion and myself: & mem-

"ber of that group wish to bring to wyour attention our shocked

opvosition to th? proposed compromise
infavor of the terms of Docket 218 es

settlement. Ve are not
they are described in &

" document we have received with your leétterhesd deted Merch,1973

end titled, '"Report To Members Of The
Attorneys', We intend to challenge tl
meeting of March 3rd znd claim that t}
to vote in &n election conducted unfa]
We claim that the decision wss taken }
influence of drezd instilled by counc]
so slanted to persuzde the members of
litigation is too costly, both in timg

Furthermore, we chellenge the decisior
following points:

1) Notice of the meeting =nd its agen
nor timely, nor sufficient to satisfy

2) Tho Tribe did not hove 5 roll of md
m2l chleclk of tribal enrollment cards
the trival members,

3) The meeting vplace was clearly not 3
ing of type held, given the magnitude
environment was not conducive to effe

4) No safeguerds were instituted to ij
the unschoonled; the handicapped and of
guire attention. .

Cowlitz Tribe By Claims
e decision teken &t the
nose present were allowed
lrly 2nd with msny errors.
wrriedly and under the
1. The entire rewort is
the Tribe that further
znd money.

=Y

tr

n of Marcn 3, 1G73% on the

ile was not properly given,
the notice procedure.
pmbers nor was there o for-
ln the possezsion of many of

sdequate to conduct a2 meei-
of the issues involved. The
ttive discussion or debate.

1sure the perticipation of
thers whose civil rightis re-

March 29, 1973



n

5) Finelly, we rogard any settlement nwreposed as unsctisfoc-
tory and incemmetent if there is mno nroyisicn for roising an
issue over tribal ownership of lands, tlmber, water =nd like

resourccs,

We are currently in consulotion with =t{
course of zction in the courts to be tal
injunctionary motions tou seek & halt to
cut of the Merch 3rd aspprovz) decision.

.

In closing we hope to indicate %o vyou tH
with you is probzbly in regerds to the jf
settlemeni. Ye are not in a hurry end v
and more zwesre of the awful burden we bg
families and itribal members zein what ha
them and denied to them for so long by a
ing zovernment.

|

r

“Yours with raspect,

-
-

Robert J. Ry
924 16th Ave
S ea ttle s Was

They made us many promises, more than I
they never kept but one; they promised t
and they tock it.

orneys, discussing a
en., HNe contemvlate
the further carrying

at our only gusrrel
roposed compromise

e 2re becoming more
2r in seeing that our
s been "taken" fronm
just, but overween-

Sy g

mue, Apt 203
hington

cen remember, but
o take our land,

~~Red Cloud
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Yribal Operationg
Enrol lment
173.110 - Cowlitg

Western Washinzton Agency
3006 Colby Avenus, Faderal Buflding

Everstt, 98201

Mr. Roy 1. Wilsen
Chairman, Cowlitz Indian
P.0. Box 13071

Spokane, WA 99213

Dear Mr. Wilgon:
Enclosed are copies of Superintendent’

March 7, 1973

letter wrizeen to Ares

Director, Portland Arsa Office and report of Tribal Operations
officer (Em-ouunt) eof the March 3prd Cowlitz Tribal meeting. .

Sincerely yours,

1001 lohn R Benedere,

~oting Buperintendens KR

cc: Evelya Bashor, Secretary/w/ Erdcl,




Wastern wishingt
3006 Colby Avenue, Fe
Everett, WA

Memorandum

To: Area Director, Portland

Tribal Operations
173.110-Cowlitz

Agency
ral Building
201

March 6, 1973

Attention: Tribal Operatigms

Prom: Superintendent, Western Wa

Subject: Cowlitz Tribal Meeting -

Attached ara twvo (2) coples each of ¢
to the meeting of Cowlitz Indians hel
Grange Hall near Toledo, Washington.
vote on a proposed compromise settlem
The enclosures are as follows:

hington Agency
posed Compromise Settlement

rrespondence and documents relating
March 3, 1973, at the Cowlitz

The purpose of this meeting was to

ta of the Cowlitz claim for $1,550,000..

1, WNotice of meeting, which was pre red by the Tribal claims attorneys. [ _uﬁf 
EE 1

When the claims attormeys sent the o

ice to the Cowlitg Chairman, the 1 47

date, time, and plaece of meeting had ot yet been determined and Tribal /¥ |

officials later filled in this {nformation manually.

—

s, certification of mailing the Notfce of the meeting signed by the

Secretary and dated March 3, 1973.

3. Certification by Tribal Operations Officer (Bnrollment), Western

Washington Agency, stating that the Agency mailed the Nctice of the meet-

fof to Tribal Offices, Agency Office
tha attached 1ist. The certificati

, and other Indian Organizationg per
is dated March 5, 1973. Alec

enclosed i8 copy of Agency letter sent to the Chairman dated Februsry 12
offering Apency assistance in providing publicity. It {s our understand-
ing that the Cowlitz Secretary furnished a copy of the media list to the
claims attormeys om which has been circled the names of the media to

+hlch notices were sent,

4. A nime (9) page report about the| proposed settlement. Sufficient
copies of the report were reproduced| for distribution to those attending

the meeting.




S.
of Justice snd the reply of Department of

1973, agreeing to proposal of compromise.

6. Copy of letter from claims attorney t
dated February 7, giving instructions ab
the meeting. The letter states that a ¢
Washington Office,

7. <Resolution of Cowlitz membership app:
signed by the Chairman, witnessed by the
certified by Agency Tribal Operations Off

8. Hinutes of membership meeting signed
Wi{lson, and witnessed by the Cowlitz Secy
tures have been certified by the Tribal (
of the Western Washington Agency.

9. Resolution of the Executive Committ
ment, signed by the Chairman, witnessed
certified by Agency Tribal Operations of

10. Mimutes of meeting of the Ezecutive

Letter of December 20, 1972 from claf]

loving the compromise settlemsat,

)perations Officer (Enrollment)

ficer (Enrollment).

2=

ma attorneys to Department
Justice dated January 16,

o Chairman of the Cowlite Tribe,
t preparing for and conducting
y wvas also sent to the Bureau's

Secretary, and signatures
icer (Enrollment).

by the Cowlitz Chairmaa, Roy I.
etary, Evelyn Bashor. The signa-

approving the compromise sektla~
vy the Secretary, and signatures

Comittee approving the compromise

settlement, signed by the Shairman, witn
tuges certified by Tribal Operat

311. Report of the meating prepared by
Operations Officer (Enrollwent) of the W
Washington, who was delegated to attend
tive of the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

12. Superintendent's delegation of suthority to the Tribal Operations

Officer (Enrollmeat)

In his report the Agency Tribal Operatid
his opinion that

1. There was adequate notice of the
2. The written aexplanation, of the

copies of which were available to t
loud in its entirety, and was fallg

3. The meeting was conducted in a satisfactory mammer.

4. In his opinion thers was no und
would heve affected the outcome of
- proposed compromise.

fons Officer (Enrollment).

the meeting as official representa~

ns Officer (Enrcllment) expresses

proposed compromise gsettlement,
hose attending, was read out
jwed by questions and discussion.

te influence or pressure used which
the voting to approve Or reject the

ssed by the Secretary, and signa-

. Chester J. Higman, Tribal
stern Washington Agency, Everett,

meeting.




T
oy

-3-
On the basis of the information supplizg. by the Tribal Operations
Officer (Enrcllment), I recommend approval of the compromise settle-
ment, and hope the recommendation will be forwarded to the Secretary
promptly,

After consultation with the Area Tribal Operations Officer, he agreed
that a copy of this letter should be s

t directly to the atténtion of
the Chief of the Claims section in Washington, D, C. in order to expedite

preparation of material for Secretarial congideration. If the Secretary
recomuends approval of the claim and tHe Indian Claims Commisgion
accepts the settlement, the claims attdrneys hove it will be poasible to
get the funds appropriated within the vext 30-60: days eo that they will
begin to earn interest for the Tribe as soon as possibla,

Sincerely yours,

. e e o e
;;":;{"‘l Juinil Ca .l—--t-“:'-—“'i'al

feHr™  guperintendent

¢c: Washington Office, attn: Guy Lovell
Chief Tribal Claims Division.

Subj.

Br, Chrongo

Master Chrono
CJHIGMAN:bp 3-6~73

E
j§
i
&
-}
;
g
P
E



REPORT BY TRIBAL OFERATIONS OFFICER {1
RUREAU OF INDIAN

F NROLLMENT), WESTERN WASHINGTON AGENCY

AFFAIRS, EVERETT, WABHINGTON, OF MEETING CF COWLITZ INDIANS

HELD MARCH 3, 1973 AT THE COWLITZ GRANGE HALL REAR TOLEDO, WASHINGTON.

The peeting was called to vote on whelther to accept & proposed compromise

settlement of the Cowlitz claim-Dockdt No.

1. Attendance st meeting

218.

The meeting was presided over by Roy|Tl. wilson, Chairman of the Executive

Committee.
These were Ms.
Archie Iyall, member; and Roy King,
The Tribal attormeys were represented
Winston. Accompanying the attorneys
anthropological work on the Cowlitz

was Dr. Vern Ray,
case for the Tribe.

All cther members of the|Executive Committee were presents.
Tanns Beebe, Vice-Chafirman; Mrs. Evelyn BashoT,
membeTs

Secretary,

by Abe W. Weissbrodt, and Patrick
who has done the

Western Washington

Agency representatives were Chester |J. Higman, Tribal Operstions Qfficer

(Enrollment),
Rudd, Enrollment Assistant.

the delegated B.I.A. representative,

and Mrs. Patricia D.

There was no provision,for the Cowlitz Indiens end any othbers who attended

1o register, and the meeting hall wps
and standing that it was impossible

+to make &n gccurate

sO crowded with peaple poth sitting
count, However,

the estimated.nnmber present was 250-275, at least four times greater

than the usual attendance ab Cowlitlz tribal meetings.
are considered affiliated with it, but

have an eccurate record of how many

the Secretary estimates there may be L00-500 adults.

The Tribe dces not

On this basis, it is

my opinion +hat there was a represgntative group present of people who

claim to be Cowlitz Indians OT who

o, Notice of meeting

A. The certification of the Tribal Secretary,

of the accompanying jetter, states th
the Meeting was sent to B4 persons.

totel includes adults
are known, and 132 people Who have
or who have made verbal ingquiry agout

B, The Western Washington Agency|was
the meeting, but the Trival Operalion
assist in any way possible° The Agen
a 1ist of newspapers; Ty and radip st
copy of the 1ist is a part of the
The Secretary supplied the triball
are circled the media to which natice

1ist presumebly will be gsupplied by the attorneysa

Secretary ned only the original gopie
meeting and she gave

also assisted in vroviding
Trib

The Agency
gending the Notice of Meeting to

accompanying 1etter dated March ©,
attorneys a CcODY of this list, on which

are of Cowlitz descent.

a copy of which is a part
at on February 21, 1973, Notice of
According to the gecretary, this

on the tribgl membership records for whom addresses
written the Western Washington Agency

+he claim.

not asked to participate in planning

s Officer (Enrollment) offered to

cy staff wes sble to help by furnishing
ations for tribal reference, and a

1973.

sent. This marked
At the meeting, the
s of newspaper clippings about the

s actually were

these to the {ribal attorneys +6 be reproducede

publiecity for the meeting by
al Offices,ﬂother Tndian organizations

2 14~+ ~Ff these

s also part of the letter. The




on the basis of the apove publi
pdequnte notice of the meeting
sufficiently in advance.

3. Claims Report

A. 'The Claims attorne
wvritten report arrange

ys had prepared

I TIntroduction
TI Background Tnformation
III The Ssettlement Negotiad
IV Awerds Made bY the Co
West of the Cascade Mo
v Comments on the Propos
VI

Copies of the re

it was called 1o order, the Chairman

availeble for those who did not have them,

additional 10 minutes allowed to read
after which the sttorney WO
was read, however, Mr.
gave & short history of cleims broug
creation of the Indian Cleims Commis
Act passed by Congress in 19
this Act, and the progress of their ¢
of the jnformation given in the Intro

the reporte

s

Then he said he would be glad +o disc
but if there were questions
whether Indians in general are being
Tribe hes a chance to be recognized,
compromise,
followed by exp
people's attention waes ¢
the boundaries of the land to
the Cowlitz had agboriginal titie), b
rixed after the
be decided wes whe
caid that the ques
issue at this meeti
would be discussed at futu

alled t

ther to accept the
tion of how the moy
ng but if the setd
re neetings

of the Report and other
Vern Ray, the anthropol
was asked to read
eard, and s1lowly|

Tt was not neg
ak snd under

R, Reading
remarks, Dre.
e nunber of years,
encugh volce to be h
read along with hime
present were able O 5D
After readéing of the report weas com]
letters exchanged between th

cif& effo
and that

4 under the follo

Conclusion and Recorme

port were passed out bef

uld read it|to the
ht|by Tribes

46, how the Cowlitz broug

sbout how |the funds

and so he would be unsable
laining that the bound
o @ map DOS
vhich the Indi

case had been appeald

be

locumentss
beist, who has WO

essary to interpret becaus
stand Englishs

leted,
e attormeys and the Department of Justice

a, I belleve there was
e notices were sent\\
AN

",

X

a nine page compreﬁéné?%e

ing headings:

to Other Tribes Iocated
of Washington

the meeting sterted, and when
ounced that copies were stlll

and said there would be an

he Teport before the meeting started,
meeting. Before the report
£ the claims attorneys,
prior to 1946, the

an Claims Comission
ht its clasim under
largely 2 summary
tions of

ore

t, one O
ipn by the Indi

This. wes
Background Sec

1pim.
ction and

ng ebout the settlement,
will be distributed,
whether or not the
pertinent to the
The Chajrmsan
tablished (the
ted on the wall which showed
an Claims Commission declded
e date or taking hed been finaliy
d, and he said the only point to
compromise settlement. iHe also
ley would be divided was not an
lement was accepted, this question

ss anythi

reated fairly,
hese were not
+o answer them.

1es had been €s

Following the Chalrman's
rred on the casé for
which he d4id in & loud
people were able 1o
e those

the revort,
enough so the

Mr, Weissbredt read the




specifying the accepted besis for & pIOPOBEd compromise settlemente

b,

Questions and

The Chelrman announced that in order for
Therefore

+o the Triy

- be necessary Lo have s motion.
people present give guthority
sccepting the compromise settlemento
reason being that the governing

Committee jp accordsnce with the Cawlitz
"pribal council”
that the motion gppeared to give

was amended to replace
main reasomn, however, Was
Fxecutive Comm

this determination. After
would vote on a resolution
and a gimilsr action would
Mr.. Weissbrodt read the

This is the resolution,approved,by the
accompanying letters

submitted with the

The discussion.dbout the
and answers,
made to heve members of the
Chairman, the Secretary,
they approved the settlemento
until the people vote end

There were more questions which were

individual opinions Were expresseds

of the opposition.was based on misund rstanding of how claims cases are
the Pr posed gettlement ig smell 1in relation

Mrie Weissbrodt explained

handled. One concern was that
to the presentrvalue of the lande.
besed on the date of +eking,
gwarde mgmuwm&
tribe because the

increased,attorney expenses and the
years while

Finally, when the discussion.became
for the questione
the question
end & hend vote was takehs
This was followed by & vote on the
4he compromise settlemento
opposed o the compromise
was in
accordance with tribal decisions
were counted Those
gtanding raised thelir nands and
accept the settlement Was 172 for

b=

ansvers and aiscussion

vody of the Tribe 1is

ittee 1O accept or rejecl
from the comments which followed that tY
aiscussion; 1

whether or not to accept the compromise,
pe taken BY the Executive Committee.
resolution which had been prepared 4o vote O

plus comments and opinio
Executive
and members
The Vic
would vote in sccordancé with their decision.

not pre
ghould be carried o 2 conelusion bed
gave the reasd
the compromise settlement will provide the maximum
possibility of a1l

A vote was taken
+o vote on the resolut:

hbout the settlement.

discussion tO bvegin, it would
the Secretary moved that the
al Council to write a proposal
Mhis motlon was confusing, ON€
the Executive

The motion later
committee"” - The
puthority to the
the COMPTOMise, and it was clear
e people felt they should make
t was clarified.that the people

-

Constitutionﬂ
by "Executive

Then

Cowlitz Tribe that is belng

proposed settijement ccnsisted.both of questions

of individuslse. A request was
their opinion. The
stated
-Chairman ggaid she wanted to wait

swered by Mre Weissbrodb, and
n the case of those opposed, SOTE

ent day valuese.

ause of the possibility of a greater
ns why the claims attorneys believe
amount of funds to the
sYger award could ve offset bY

loss oF jnterest for &s much as L or 5

the case 18 peing decidepo

heated end emotional, there was s call
on whether the people were realy for
lon. Three vote tekers were sppointed
L favor vere 141 and those opposed. 15

poken against it in the meeting, One who
favor, and the Vice Chalirmgn,

ose votling who were seated, stocd end
who had no place to sit and who were
were counted by sectionse The vote tO

otion to appIToOve the resoluticn accepting
te tekers Were appointed, one wWho W&Ss

who had,stated she would vote in

4 36 opposed.

T
!




wes made to reconsider the metion. The
who had voted for the compromise, after
motion withdrew it. An effort was then
voting agasinst the proposal to vote in

would be unanimous, This motion was no
Cheirman, said she would go elong with

she objected to the method by which the
considered the direction of Cheirman by
replied that he had consulted with the &

%o Opinion of the Tribal Operations Of

Following the vote, there were some dis enting comments end a motion
motion was criticized by those
which the person meking the

made to pass & motion asking those
avor of it so that the action

he decision,
vcte wes taken, and what she
the tribal attorney.
torney for legel guidance only.

icer {Enrollment)

approved, Tanna Beebe, Vice~

She said, however, that

The Chairman

Although the voting end the discussion.iade it apperent that the great
were 1n favor of the compromise,
o cut off the discussion.

majority of those attending the meeting
I was concerned about the action taken
However, 1t was initiated from the floorx
vas approved by more then 90% of those W
reasons, I believe that even if the disc
would not have made any significant diff

¥

In my opinion, the general meeting was c
and no undue pressure was used which wou
of the voting,

6. Meeting of the Executive Committee

Following the Cenersl meeting, a meeting
was held. At this meeting, the resoluti
and the minutes of that meeting were sig
by the Secretary, and their signatures c
Officer (Enrollment). Then a similar re
seconded and unanimously passed by the E;
signed, witnessed, and the official sign
the minutes of the Executive Committee m
compromise settlement were approved, sig
official signatures certified,

These official actions were followed by
Welissbrodt and the Tribal Operations Off
epproval of the comrromise settlement is
Commission, how funds are sppropriasted,

in preparing ard passing legislation gov
The e¢leims sttorney, Mr. Weissh
Officer (Enrollment) explained that the
legisletion it wishes and Mr., Weissbrodt
be gled to write the legislation as dire
that there should be general agreement b
the funds to be distributed before any 1

The meeting then adjourned,

ho voted on it.
ussion had been prolonged,
erence in the vote,

it appeared to be legal, and
For these

it

cnducted in a satisfactory manner
1d have affected the outcome

of the Executive Committee

on passed at the general meeting
ned by the Cheirman, witnessed
ertified by the Tribal Operations
solution was properly moved,
kecutive Committee, then

ptures certified.

Finally,
eting as it related to the
ed, witnessed, and the

xplanagtions from Mr,

cer (Enrollment), how the
made by the Indisn Claims

d the procedures followed
rning distribution of the

dt, and the Tribal Operations
ribe may propose any

gaid that the sttorneys will
ted by the Tribe. He emvhasized
the Tribe on how it wishes
gisletion is submitted.

er J. Higmen

Operations Officer (Enrcllment)
rn Washington Agency

tt, Washingtonw
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DF THE COWLITZ
TTORNEYS

1. Introduction

This is a report to the men
respect to a proposed final set
" the Cowlitz Tribe in the case kj
the Indian Claims Commission.

Following negotiations condj
for the Cowlitz Tribe with the
Department of Justice has advis
States, that it is prepared to
judgment against the United Sta

"which will provide for the pavm
of $1,550,000.

Under the progsdures establ]
Commission, it is regquired that
submitted to the members of the

'~ body for a vote as to whether o

However, even if the Tribe

in favor of approving the propog

carried into effect unless and 1
is also approved hy the Secreta

duly authorized representative} _
the Indian Claims Commission

‘considered at a hearing before
and is approved by the Commissi

If the proposed settlement
will end and an award of $1,550|
If the proposed settlement is v
continue.

The Claims Attorneys have p
_Cowlltz from time to time, omn
tion in Docket No. 218. For U
full understanding of this repo
ment, we are repeating certain

- +he nature of the claims and the

hers of the Cowlitz Tribe with

tlement of the land claims of-

nown as Docket No. 218, before

icted by the Claims Attorneys:
Lovernmentts Attorneys, the
bd, on behalf of the United
horee to the entry of a final =
fes, in favor of the Tribe,
snt to the Tribe of the sum

iched by the Indian Claims
the proposed settlement he
Tribe and its governing

r not it should be-approved.

and its governing body vote
ed settlement, it cannot be
imtil: (1) the settlement
ry of the.- Interior {or his
and {2) the settlement is .

bnn as fair and eguitable.

N
is approved, the lifigation'
000 will be macde to the Tribe.
=jeeted, the litigation will

reviously reported to the
fhe progress of the litiga-
rooses. of assisting in a
rt and the proposed settle-
information pertaining to
history of the litigation.

T TELEFPHONE
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In addition torthis writter

report, Claims Attorneys will

attend the meeting at which the nlembers of the Tribe and the
governing body of the Tribe consilder the settlement and will

be available to answer questions.

Backaround Information

A, 'Théllitioation before the Indian Claims Commission

" The Cowlitz Tribe originally filed its suit under the

Indian Claims Conmission Aet in Apgust 1951.
the Cowlitz claimed compensation [

In this suit,
or the ancestral homeland

~ of the Tribe, located in the southwestern part of the State
of Washlncton which the United States took from the Tribe

- w1thout maklnc any payment for the

- the recovery, and the Attorneys wi

. of the United States as well as in

. event the Attorneys are successful

,performance of’ researoh as to the

_ For about fourteen vears, 1i
litigating the Cowlitz claims.

land.

ttle progress was made in-

In 1965, after the terminatjon of an earlier contract
which the Trlbe had made with certain attorneys for services
in.prosecuting the claims, the Tribe entered intc. a new con-
tract with Claims Attorneys Lyle Keith and Patrick Winston of

S8pokane, Washington, and I.§. Weig
of Washlngton, D,C. This 1965 con

the Tribe on ‘the claims, the Attorn
pensation for their services ten (

moneys that they have advaneed to
of the litigation.

The Claims Attorneys undertd
history of the Cowlitz Tribe from
search for all available informati
which the Tribe used and occupied
to the dealings between the Tribe

to assist in this work. -The inveg
torical and ethnological reports,
other writings that could be locat]

societies museuns and libraries

sbrodt and Abe W. Weisshbrodt
tract provides that in- the

neys will receive as com-

(10) . percent of the amount of

11 be reimbursed for the
meetithe costs ‘and expenses

ok an investigation of the ..
earliest times, including a
on as to the area of land
and the facts pertaining
and the United States.

Dr. Verne F. Ray, anthropologist, was employed by the Attorneys

tigation covered all his-
documents, letters, maps and
ed in the National Archives
collections of historical

" Following the oompletlon of [this investigation and the

Bpplicable principles of

in obtaining a: recovery for

T o g -

Lt e 12§ g 2

\
4 i e e b it
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law, the Cowlitz claims were broy
before the Indian Claims Commiss

aries and extent of the area of a
to the Tribe and the date (or dat

- took the land from the Tribe.

At the trial,

the letters, reports, other docun
copllected. Dr. Ray testified es
the Tribe. Also, at the trial,

ing to defeat or minimize the Tr
the documents, other writings and
collected and presented the testd
_Carroll L Riley, an anthropologi

After the trial, the Tribal

.Govermment Atteorneys Submltted th
ings of Tact, and their Briefs oj

- Then, on June 25, 1969, thg
_dissued its first decision in the
Commission determined the bhounday
tral homeland of the Cowlitz Tril
that the area of the Cowlitz ancs
by the Commission,
mission decided that the United
- the Cowlitz Tribe on March 3, 185

ja
]

: Under the law, as interprei
the Courts, when it is proved th3
away the ancestral land of a trih
be paid for the land, based on it
date of the taking. Generally sp
the later the. date of the taKl“U
hlgher is the value.

The Claims Attorneys carefy
decision of the Commission. We 1
and the principles of law.. -Follg
the Claims Attorneys concluded th
basis to consider that we might b
Claims Commission to reconsider i
date of taking of the Cowlitz lan
~ date. Accordingly, the Claims At
accompanying brief, requesting th
its decision as to the 1855 date

the Claims At
ents and maps which they had

il

jbe's claims,
| maps which the Govermment had

contained 1,71

ieht to trial in October 1966
ion on the issues of the bound-

ncestral land which belonged
es) when the United States

torneys placed in evidence,

an expert witness on behalf of

he Govermment Attorneys, seek-

placed in evidence
mony of its expert witness, Dr.
5t.

Claims‘Attorneys and the
leir respective proposed Find-
| the legal issues.

Indian Claims Commission
case. By this decision, the
ies of the area of the ances-
e. It has been calculated
stral homeland, as bounded -
6,000 acres. Also, the Com-
tates took this homeland from .
5. . '

ed by the Commission and by
t the United States had taken
e, the tribe is entitled to

s fair market value as of the
ezking -and in most instances,
of the ancestral land, the

11y studied the June 1969
eviewed all of the evidence
wing this study and review,
at there was some reasonable
e able to convince the Indian
ts decision as to the 1855

d and to find a later taking
torneys filed a motion with

e Commission to reconsider

of taking. ‘




" Commission changed the date of the
"~ 4ribal homeland from March 3, 1853,

" was somewhatl favorable to
the Tribe were still not gatisfied.
Cn the
noted that in CaS€sS smvelving the Vi
+he Cascades im the
jeally found +aking dates
Tq
of taking found for other

-
' tpibes of the western part of the S

IIL.

TR

| on June 23,
Commission issued

B. The & eal to the United.

Although the

viewed the entire situation.

located west of
Commission had typ

1859. Accordingly,
was more favorable than

the 1863 date
the_dates

we considered that if an

theless,
Claims, We

inited States Court of

we filed such an appeal.

The Goveriment Attorneys Wer§

Commission's second decision, and
an appeal to the Court -of Claims,
ing date of 1855

The Court of Claims issued
the Cowlitz case on October 13,
judges of the
Tribe and the appeal

18

of the

on. March 20, 1863.

. Since the Court of Claims d§
is the correct date of taking,
- the United States are bound by +h
stand. The
for further.proceedings.~

The Settlement Negotiations

In the usual'courselof event$;ffhe next phases of the
be an investigation,‘followed by &

pfbéeedings would
‘before

1971, following theg
it+s second decision.

change in the tak
the Tribe,

a
m
that Court to find a taking date lajter than 1863.

was correct and that

its opinion on the appeals in

Court of Claims deni
United
the Commission was correct in ruling in its
_ that the land was taken by the ini
cided that the
poth the Cowlitz
h+ decision as matters now

Court of Claims,returnedrﬁhercase to the Commission

the Commission, for purpose of determ

reconsideration, the
By this decision, the
takingmof~thewCowl;tz

{o March 20, 1863%

S-:até?tb’ffﬁ"6f"'t':'iaims

Ll M e

ing date from 1855 to 1863
the Claims Attorneys for
Again, we carefully re-
discouraging side, we
rious other Indian tribes
gtate of WashIngtebs the
of either 1855 or
und for the Cowlitz Tribe

late of Washington. Never-
ppeal was +aken to the
ahle to convince

ight be-
Accordingly,

_also not satisfied with the
4he United States also filed
ireuing that the earlier tak-
+he 1863 date was WIOongZ.

[a)]

72. . The majority of the

ed both the appeal of the
States. It concluded that
second decision
from the Tribe

ted States

1863 date
Tribe and

e N

trial
ining the fair
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market value of the 1,716,000 acres of Cowlitz land as of

March 20, 1863. Then, after the

LCommission issued its de-

cision as to the value of the lapd a further investigation
would be undertaken and, if the Government Attornevs so re-
guested, a trial would be held at which the Government would
be given the opportunity to prove that it is entitled under

the law to "eoffsets" against, or

deducticn from, the value

.of the land, by reason of certain gifts or benefits it made

to, or provided for, the Cowlitz

Tribe, after 18G3.

However, instead of proceefing to prepare for a valua-
tlon trlal to be followed by a Further possible trial as to
deductions from the value, the Claims Attorneys considered
that it would be in the,best int¢rest of the Cowlitz Tribe

- that we take steps first to attempt to negotiate with the

Government as to the amount which the Govermmient would be

. willing to pay to the Tribe as a
by way of settlement of the case
-'proceedlngs :

The task conFrontlng the C1

final payment on its claims,
-and without further trial

aims Attorneys in the course

of negotiating a settlement of the claims was to make a pre-
‘diction, within some reasonable range, of what the Commission's -
decision might be if the claims were litigated to a final con-
clusion. We considered that if guch prediction could be made
and if a settlement could be made with the Govermment within
the range of the prediction, this would be in the best interest
of the Tribe since it would avoid the delays, costs and risks

of further litigation.

The task of making a pfediﬁ
decision is admittedly very diffi
undertoock  this task after careful

tion of the Commission!s
cult. The Claims Attorneys
investigation, study and

anatysis. The Claims Attorneys had the benefit of the inves-

tigations and reports made by apg
tribhal lands in western Washingtd

Cowlitz lands. The Claims Attorneys also carefully studied and_»fﬁ'
. analyzed the decisions of the Indian Claims Commnission in which

valuations had been made of compd

raisal experts who had. valued
n-which were comparable to the

rable lands of other Indian

tribes, particularly lands of tribes of western Washington,

which bordered or were in the v1c

B _After completlng these stud

Attorneys entered into the settle
Government. As we have stated, 4
tions, the Department of Justice

1n1ty of the Cowlltz land

ies and analyses the Claims
ment negotiations with the
s a result of these negotia-

|has offered, in substance,

Y
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that, if the Cowlitz Tribe agrees |to end the suit, the United

" States will pay to the Tribe the yum of $1,550,000.. The terms

and conditioms of the proposed seftlement are set forth in an

exchange of letters between the Claims Attorneys and the De-
 partment of Justice. These letters are: (1) a letter dated -

December 20, 1972, from Claims Atpormey Abe W. Weissbrodt to

the Attorney Gemeral of the Unitef States, and (2) a letter

dated January 16, 1573, from Assiptant Attorney General Kent

Frizzell to Claims Attorney Abe W Weissbrodt. o

Awards Made by the Commission to pther Tribes Tocated
West of the Cascade Mountains in [the State of Washington

As noted, in connection with the settlement negotiatidns,

the Claims Attormeys made a study of the cases, involving the

land claims of the vavrious -tribeq located west of the Cascades

in the State of Washington, in which the Commission had already

made final awards.

This study showed +hat, with respect to thefWashington'l'

' tribés located west of the Cascadles, the highest final award
. made by the Commission up to thi$ time was to the Chehalis

Tpibe in the amount of 5754,380, and -the next highest final

~awards were in the Tange between| $300,000 and $400,000. Inc

the cases of most of +he other tribes. west of the Cascades

in Washington, the final recoverfies awarded by the Commission
on the land claims have been lesg than $100,000."  The nature,"
quality and resources of the lands differed in the various :
cases, with some tracts being considered more valuable than .~
others. However, by and iarce, [the main reason for the limit-
ed recoveries in these cases wag that the +ribes were able to
prove'ownership of relatively snall- tracts of ancestral land.

Tt will therefore be seen |that if the propﬁsed settlé-'
ment of the land claims of the towlitz Tribe is approved and
carried into effect, the Cowlitz Tribe will obtain a final

" award in an amount approximately twice as great ‘as the highest

final recovery previousily made to.any tribe west of the Cascades
in Washington. : - T T , _

. “During the course of the jLitigation in the Chehalis case,
the Commission found the boundapies of the Chehalis tribal land.
This tribal lamd (of both the Upper and Lower Chahalis) was de-’
+termined to include altogether L total.of 838,200 acres. ~AS.

. has been noted, the final award which the Commission made to

the Chehalis Tribe for these 838,200 acres was 5754,380. This
final award was based on a settlement;negotiated,by the attor-

 neys for the Chehalis Tribe with the Government. “

R g iy
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It will he observed that,
Chehalis case, the average value

under the final award in the.
Per acre amounts to 90 cents

(838,200 acres times 30 cents per acre equals $754,380). It

will similarly be noted that the

average value per acre under

the proposed settlement in the Cpowlitz case amounts to slightly
more-than S0 cents per acre (l 716,000 acres times 90 cents

equals S1 LOULE, 400y .

: On the basis that the natjwe and quality of the Cowlitz
ancestral land were generally comparable to the nature and
guality of the Chehalis ancestral land in the mid-1800's, we

- believe that it - may be considered that a 90 cents per acre
settlement for the Cowlitz land s more favorable than a 90

cents per acre - settlement for the
tor this is that,

as - a general.riie

Chehalis land. The reason

s~ the Government argues

~ for.a’ dlsoount for size when a larger tract is being valued.
As noted, the ‘acreage of the Cowlitz ;ancestral land wWas proven .

to be 1;716,000 acres,
of the. Chehalis tract.

or somewhat more than twice the acreage

nt

Comments on the Proposed Settlemd

This report presents a mat
CDWlltZ Tribe.

As noted if the proposed

Indlan Claims Comm1551on will ent
Cowlitz Tribe in the amount of $1
will ‘appropriate the moneys to p4
believe that unless the approval
there is a reasonable basis to ex
Jt@g,;udgmeatqm;;; e appropriated
]rApr1l or May,1973. Next, in the
payment of attorney fees and 1liti
-be temporarily invested, on behal
of Indian Affairs, in obligations
tionally guaranteed by the United

- principal and intevest. Based on
be expected that the interest yie
what higher than the rate of 6 Del
will continue while the Tribe worl
of Indian Affairs plans for the u
its members.
consideration and the enactment o]
d1v151on of the moneys.

" 0n the other hand

ter_of high importance to the

settlement is approved, the
er a final judgment for the
5550,000. Then, Congress

v the final judgment. We

of the settlement is delayed,
pect that the moneys to:pay
by. Congress in or about
normal colursé oF EVerts,
pation costs,. the moneys will

- of the Tribe by the Bureau
which are fﬁlly and uncondi-
States Government both as to

the current market, it may

ld to the Tribe w1ll be some-
rcent per year. The investments

after'

se. or division of the moneys for

The plans are then presented to Congress for its {
F a bill authorlzlng the use or )/'

as noted, if the proposed settlement

is not approved, the lltlnatlon of the Cowlitz claims will go

on., First, as has been noted, it

will be necessary to investigate

ks out and presents to the Bureau: .

-
e
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-¢ the value of the lands, including all the resources of the
tlands, as of 1863. In this conn¢ction, it will be necessary
to locate and employ a team of expert appraisers, including _
experts competent to value timbeplands and acrlcultural lands.
Then, a valuation trial wouid be |heid: and, after such trial,
-and after the Claims Attorneys and the Government Attorneys
filed their respective proposed [indings of fact and briefs
and replies, the Commission would be in a positiont issue
its valuation decision. After the valuation decision is
issued, a further investigation gnd trial with respect to
,'allowable offsets” or deductiond from the value may be
required, if the Government Attorneys consider it to be appro-
: prlate and advisable in the 1nterest of the United States.

e

; Based on knowledge of -and experience with, other cases
. before the Indian Claims Comm1551on the Claims Attornejs , :
,-estimate that, if the litigation |[in Docket No. 218 should be - R
/. continued through valuation procgedings, another period of - :
" about three or more vears might'elapse'before a decision on
- value would be issued; and if the litigation also should be.
~continued through “offset" proceedings, still another period
-of about a year or more might elapse before the final decision
would be issued by the Commission. .Even after the Commission
issued such final decision, thers would be a further risk of
. delay resulting from an appeal of] the Commission's decision,
-if either the Cowlitz Tribe or the Government were not satis--
fied that the decision was correct. '

~Accordingly, one of the primary reasons for the entry
by the Claims Attorneys into'settlement‘negotiations with the
- Govermment was to avoid long further delays in obtaining a.
- final recovery for the Cowlitz. cot T

S ‘Another important reason fpr the efforts by the Claims.

. Attorneys to negotiate a settlement was to avoid additional _ A
‘costs and expenses to the Tribe. |We estimate that the costs: =~ ©
-of a valuation investigation and trial, including the fees—— <™
~and expenses of the expert appraisers, would appr0x1mate $100, ODO
-and such costs would be deducted Erom any flnal recovery awarded/
~to the Tribe. _ . - T

VI,  Conclusion and Recommendation | S o bt

The Claims Attorneys are of the opinion that a settlement ' £
of the Cowlitz claims in Docket Np. 218 on-the basis of an award 1
in the amount of $1,550,000 is adyantageous to, and in the best ‘
interests of, the Tribe. s T :
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We have considered Lhat if no settlement is made and -
the litigation continued to a.final conclusion, it micht be
possible to cobtain & somewhat hilcher award, However, no
assurance can be given of such g higher award, and, in the
. light of decisicns of the Comnigsion in some other cases, a
- -lower award might be given.

In any event it is -our opinion that the chances that
such a higher award could be obtjained are far outweighed by
“the dlsadvahtages ©of the delay, [the risks, and the additional
expenses which would be involved injcontinulng the litigation.

- We are strengthened in oup conclusiohs by the fact that
an award made as a result of thip settlement would, at current
rates of interest, earn more:thap $80,000 each year. Thus,

- each year consumed in further iltlgatlon would be disadvantageous
~to the Tribe. : S .

, TUPOH request, the Claims Attornéys will be pleased to
supply any additional informatiom which you degire concerning
- the claims in Docket No. 218 and|the proposed settlement.

‘The Claims Attorneys recommend that the proposed settle-
ment. be approved. S , : :

For |the Claims Attorheys:

CM/ |

- I. 8. WEISSBRODT

ABE W, WEISSBRODT
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