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Awang, about 5ft 2in snd 35 yeans
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November 21. The word reached the
several university campuses in Malaysia,
although the newspapers were either
ignorant of the profests, or had been
told to hlack out their reports. The next
stage in the “Baling explosion” was the
eruption in the aniversities, first on the
padang {open space} in Kuala Lumpur,
thest on the campiuses in the capifal and
among students in some of the techni-
cal, agricoltural and other universities
slsewhere. All of these were demonstra-
tons of sympathy and support for the
undeniable social distress in Baling. One
of the leaflets distributed by some uni-
versity students not only analysed the
“Baling issae,” but also referred to “the
Imperialists’ pjunder of our natursl re-
sources and exploitation of our workers
and peasants.™ The leaflet alieged that

Student unrest: Demarstrations pf sympathy,

“from 1967 t¢ 1971, the toial capital
entflow amounted to $3,017 miliion —
three times the total public expenditure
of 31,007 milfion In the First Malaya
Ylan.” They claimed that ip 1969 alone,
“British imperialists looted cur cotntry
of SL.2 million.” The leaflet asked the
Govermment, “in view of such onprece-
dented plunder, why do vou go all out
to invite foreign ‘invesiment’ with such
benefits as exploitation of our worker
peasants, tax holidays. efc?™ .
__One of tae students’ demands called
for the nationalation of “FulHREIGR
als” such as Sime Darhy. But the attack
on foreign investors was peripheral, Pos-
gibly, it came from the Sociaiist Club
in the University of Malava. The eve
of the storm was the issus of rural po-
verty, which had seized aimost all
dents in {he several universities, regard-
less of ideciogy.

Baling aiready has its place in Malgy-
sian political history, It was hers, in a
small spountain village, {hat Tunks Ab-
dul Rahman, the ihen Prime Minister,
met the communist lsader, Chin Pepe,

marks s new phase| — a qualitative
change — in Malaysian poiitics, The
slightl¥"left of cenite, sliehtly right of
centre Government'of Yun Abdul Razgk
is being attacked by hn extreme right
and left of Malays, both weving the ban-
ner of social justice.

The most formidable foree in thig
new opposition {0 wHat, in faci, is a
Malay Government; claims legitimacy
from the principles of Islam. Iis con-
epts of social justice are based on
Islamic ideas of the equplity of man, the
distribution of wealt . and business
ethics, It is a serious threat to the Gov-
ernment of 2 country ¢ structured thas
the approval of the Ms a4ys is presently
the inescapable conditidn for Parliagmen-
tary power. Hitherto, thk opposition was
either makedly commurist or baged on
Chinese dissatisfadtions. Whatever
“red hemrings™ webz drawn by the
Government acrosk the Baling up-
surge, it was essentially and pre-
dominantly a cohfrontation be-
tween Malays and . thelr Malay
Government. "

The Baling affbir aiso linked
dissatisfactions an ong the politis
callv<conscious stddents and lec
turers with the problems of the
masses ouiside the|campus. Up to
new, campus “radibaliom”™ was for
student rights. Now it is sssaciat-
ed with rural petverty. and will
increzsingly be so. Baling also re-
vesled the Increafing aslienation
and disenchantmeny of the emerg-
ing, though small, Malavan intelli-
gentsia with the political stvle of
tiie Razak Governshent. 1t further
reveated the poveriy of structures
gxpression of
e Malaysian
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velopment in the raral areas. The indus-
tres in the urban complexes, the
Arablan Mights” opulence of hotels for
tonixists, the cars that clog the city roady
and the spending spree of the rouvesuy-
rickes and the pew entrepreneurs, are
the affluent side of a dual economy of
some industrial growth along with an
impoverished peasantry.

Statistically, Malaysia . has had a
“hoom-boom™  growth tate. But in

terms of human conditions, a SiEnifi-
cant improvement in the rural people’s
lves has mot occurred, though some
growth may he observed. Malavsia is not
unique in this. M is the Asian drama: g

" microscopic number of the opulent

urban living i up amid peasant fele)
verty. : -

Ironically. the most cutsianding jm-
provement in rurat life is now turning
into a two-edged sword. In the rural
arsas, education is widespread and fede-
ral and state government scholarships
offer rural vouth the ladders to the uni-
versities, However, one of its disturbing
impacts 5 to make the rmral student
attending a city university agonisingly
aware of the poverty back home in hig
Rempong.  University sducation also
furnishes kim with the knowledge for a
critical guestioning of Government poli-
cies and conduct. The spread of aca-
demic educztien is not matched with
the growth of white-collar jobs. As the
aumber of joh-seekers grows. the rural
youung are beginning {c think it iz not
encugh to be a Malav: 1o get sarly em-
ployment, one must be a Malay with
proper connections.

& Government White Paper. explain-
ing the University of Malava protest,
saw  the hidden hand of communist
manipulation aperating under the cover
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of several factors. Th
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Government’s Lazlure with cor-
rupt politicians. Ths {:GmpTaxnt : that,
a In the cass of the Selangor Chiel
Minister Dato Hamm investicaiions have
been made but no information i avail-
able on their ou tccrr Studentsz sre dis
appointed, too, i» the leadsrshin
cially with UMNO's “Young m,rx;,” Tir
Mahathir, the Minister for Edacaf:iﬁn,
and Musa Hitam, Minister Tor Primary
Industries, who were expe;{:tad to give
politics a new lock. As in Singzpore, the
students resent the G:}vemmem’s WaY
of tah{mg j{mﬁ i
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Recently, it has found supporters in
s army, ABIM stands for an Islamic
religious pudsm in politics atid social
Hfe. It is organised on the basis of cells,
Members meet on Fridays {the Mushim
sabbath) and after pravers political talks
are held. Most of iis activists are in the
religicus institutions of higher learning.
Some of the activists are graduates who
have rettirned from similar institutions
of Baghdad, Mecez and Medina, The
movement is against corruption and the
“decsdence” of the West, It argues that
the salvation of the Malavs is in practis-
izng a purer version of Istam. There are
many students in Baling and other parts
of Kedzsh and Kelantan, the traditional
Mzlay states which had been neglected
tionaily. who have returned from
tgligious institutions of higher learning
in Ezypt.

= - ] =4

ONE of the Government’s responses to
the deterivrating incomes of the rubber
smaliholders was to buy their rubber
direct through Staie purchasing cenires,
thus ﬁl“mmatmg the middleman. Already
this has increesed the gmaliholders’ in-
comes by 30%. But the sofl for social
dizcontent has not been ploughed over.

The plcwe*ﬁ of roral poverty remains.

ngku Aziz, who has been studying the
subject for more than 20 vears, says
iz hss bfmn f&r

:;f:»a-usE uouble cropping,
efc. Progress has alse been
LQCH’:QIC’HE’-& potential for
roductivity. But the Govern-
iit overlooking exploitation.
“You can't persuade 3 fammer to grow
: rwi -,ne aédi‘fiona} e’emem from

 horse.”
aziz beleves that, generally,
i}or'rr;v:x g from low-inter-
ituiions ars not thoss
help. Less than 15% of
to ihe impoverished
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