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The

Horrors of the

Chittagong Hill Tracts

By Dr. Ramendu Shekhar Dewan

The Chitiagong Hill Tract Region is located in the south eastern porbion of the state of Bangladesh in
southern Asia. The region containg the traditional homelends of thirteen indigenous nations including
Chakma, Tongchongya, Chak, Na Khyang, Khumi, Tripura, Murung, Mro, Lushai, Bewm, Bonjugi, and
Pankho. With a combined population of more than 600,000 people, the indigenous naiione of the Chittagong
Hill Tracts have been engaged ina df,fens-i'ue war of survivel against the Bangladesh government sines the
i'mie',-:emlte-m:erofBtm,gladeah*i.-n1.9'7‘2T Dr. Dewan has served as a lone voice to the world calling for justice for
the indigenous nations of the Chittagong. In May 1985, Dr. Dewean delivered the follouring deseripiion of the
horrors of Chittagong before the Annual Mesting of the Agian Conference on Religion and Peace in Seoul,
Soulh Korea.

On 26 May 1979, Bri {er Hannan and Lieutenant Colonel Salam declared in a
public meeting at Panchari We want only the land, and not the people of the
Chitiagong Hsll Tracts. Ali Haider Khan, the Deputy Commissioner of the
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT , and Abdul Awal, the former Commissioner of
Chittagong Division, threatened the tribal leaders on many occasions by saying
that they would be extinct in the mext five years ! £ 2, These frank admissions by
senior military and civilian officers of the Bangladesh government reveal clearly the

-

sinister motive of the Bangladeshi regime.

The Chittagong Hill Tract Region has been sealed off and the government is
systematically exterminating the indigenous nationalities and it is seftling the
outsider Bengalis in their place. As a result of the government—directed violence,
tens of thousands of unarmed tribal men, women and children have been murdered.
The crimes committed by the Bengali soldiers and settlers fall into a category
which is beyond the capacity of condemnatory description. However, an attempt
has been made fo give a brief account of the prevailing extraordinary situation in
the tribal homelands.

THE NATIONS OF CHITTAGONG

Situated in the south—eastern cornmer of Bangladesh, the Chittagong Hill Tract
Region forms the largest district within the state. This hilly region has an area of
5,096 square miles and it great abundance. It is bordered by the Tripura
State of India on the north, by the Indian State of Mizoram on the east, to the
east and south is Burma's Province of Arakan, and to the west is the Bangladesh
district of Chitta nﬁl Principle rivers in the region are the Feni, the Karpafuli,
the Sengu, and tﬁg atamuri. The Karnafuli River has many tributaries of which
the Ichamati, the Reinkhong, the Chengi, the Suba.longM the Kachalong, the Bara
Harina, and the Chota Harina are navigable. The Mayuni River is the most
important tributary of the Kachalong River.

The Chittagong Hill Tract Region is the traditional homeland of some 600,000
indli'ienous people belonging to 13 tribes, including the Chakma, Tongchongya
Chak, Marma, Khyang, i, Tripura, Murung, Mro, Lushai, Bawm, Bonjugi, an
Pankho. The Tongchongyas are a sub—group of the Chakmas. The Tribal people
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Large—scale Bengali settlement on the farmlands of the tribal farmers resulted in
the eviction of about 100, tribestnen. The eviction of the est single group of
60,000 took place in 1961 when the Bengali immigrants started a series of riots
against the innocent tribal farmers. e riots were stopped only when the
governmgnts of India, Sri |[Lanka and other countries lodged protest with the

akistani regime. The evicted tribal people were pushed into India and Burma and
none of them was repatriated.

The Kaptai Hydroelectric Project neither employed any tribal people nor
f:&phed them with electricity. The government set up a paper mill and a rayon
at Chandraghona, and |also many industries in the district. Only a few hill
ﬁople have been employed there. During the 24 years of Pakistani rule, the
digenous Nations of the ‘ttg?oltﬁ Hill Tract Region lost practically all poiitical
and economic rights, including official and police protection.

TOTAL BENGALI INVASION, OPPRESSION AND GENOCIDE

. uring the 1971 war for independence of Bangladesh, thousands of hill people,
including Manabendra Narayan Larma, fought with the Bengaﬁ forces against the
Pakistan army in the hope that their condition would improve in independent
Bangladesh. When the istan army withdrew from Panchari, the Bangladesh
Mukti Bahini (Ba.n?ladesh ration Force) came, killed 18 hillmen who came out
to receive them, Bundered the area, and murdered another sixteen tribesmen in an
adjacent place. n 14 December 1971, the Bengali soldiers killed 22 tribal people
and burned 200 houses at Kukichara. During the civil war, 50,000 Bengalis settled
on the farmlands of the fribal farmers with the help of the Pakistan army and
following independence they refused to vacate. These illegal settlers attacked the
tribal villages, killed many |vi rs, burned their homes, looted their properties,
raped their women, and dest) Buddhist temples. &

Scon after independence, the Prime Minister of Bangladesh, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, unleashed a reign of terror in the Chittagong Hill Tracts. In a military
campaign to search for Rajakars and Albadars (supporters of Pakistan), several

hun innocent tribesmen were killed, hundreds of houses were looted and burned,
a large number of women were raped, and thousands of innocent hillmen were
indiscriminately arrested and tort . Later, more atrocities followed. In 1972,

the Bangladesh army massacred the people in the villages of Merung, Hazachara
and Boaﬁh The Bangladesh Constitution, which was adopted in 1972, did not
mention either the special status of the Chittagong Hill Tracts or the dh.itta.gong
Hill Tracts Regulation of 1900 to safeguard the interests of the Indigenous Nations.
In protest, Member of Parliament M. N. Larma refused to endorse the Constitution.
B shaken b these attacks on their people, on their lands and on their rights,
the ples of the Chittagong Hill Tracts sent a delegation, led by Mr. Larma, to
meet with Sheikh Mcn,i]i-lbur Rahman on 15 Februar{ 1972 to ask for autonomy and
enforcement of the Chittagong Hill Tracts Regulation of 1900. He rejected their
demands, ch them of secessionism, and said, Do away with go«r ethnic identsiy,
go home, and become Bengalis. After the rejection of the deputation’s demands, the
_Eovernment stepped ug persecution and the Indigenous Nations had no alternative

ut to or the Shanti| Bahini or Peace Force with a view to resisting the
governmen o%gression. Sheikh Muyjib’s regime encouraged more Beniali
immigration, e Bangladesh government’s policy was designed to outnumber the
Indigenous Nations with the| Bengalis, and to force them to lose their identity and
merge with the Bengali state. pursuit of this policy the ChittaﬁongeHm racts
Development Board was set up in 19756 to create more jobs for the Bengalis and
also to open up the interior to Bengali immigrants.




: Sheikh Mujib, a tribal delemon, under the leadersh?
of Mr. Larma, submitted a memorandum to the then ident of Bangladesh, A.
S. Sayem on 19 November| 1975. The result was more government— sponsored
violence. A in 1976, Ashok Kumar Dewan, on behall of the people of the
Chittagong Hill Tract Region, presented a further proposal to President Siqur
Rahman. In response, this soldier—president launched a — scale invasion of the
tribal homelands. He det:% ed some 125,000 military and paramilit rsonnel,
one unit of the Banglad avy, and the entire Air Force of Btmgle esh to seize
tribal farmlands for over halfi a million Bengali settlers. This
government—organized genocidal programme involved countless mass—killings,
wholesale burning of tribal villages, forture, rape, forcable conversion to Islam
destruction of Buddhist temples, looting and ¢ 'ca.nelg;. The Bangalesh armed
forces launched campaigns in the upper reaches of the River from November
1876 to January 1977 and destroyed many villages in tﬁ: areas of Madhm and
Thanchi. Over 1,000 hill ple were killed, hun of women were raped, and
their villaies and farmlands were distributed to the Bengalis. About 15, tribal
people took refuge in Burma and in the neighbouring forests.

He rejected their demands, charged them of
secessionism, and said, Do away with your ethnic
udentity, go , and become Bengalis!

On 15 October 1979, the| Bangladesh army attacked the Mubhachari arca (near
Mabhalchari), burned all villages within an area of sixteen square miles, murdered
several thousand men, women and children, and took away thousands of tribal men
and women. Their fate is still unknown. It is feared that all men died during

%gll::;re in military camps and that all women were raped and forcibly converted to

On 25 March 1980, a local commander of the Bangladesh army called a
meeting at Kalampati Union to discuss the problems of the locality and also the
restoration of Buddhist temples. A large number of tribal people assembled on_ the
Kaukhali Bazar ground. he military commander arrived, ad the assembled
people, and then left. As soon as he had ﬁ:)ne, some hundred Bengali settlers
armed with knives and spears attacked the tribal people. Behind them came the
Bengali soldiers. More than 300 tribesmen were buichered on the spot. Then the
Bengali rioters, under the protection of the Bengali soldiers, burned two dozen
fribal villages, killed more fribal people, kidnap many women, destroyed many
Buddhist temples, murdered man: Buddhist mo , and bbed tribal vi and
farmlands. Under essure m Members of Parliament, the verniment
reluctantly ordered a a)ommi ee of Inquiry, but it never produced a report.9,10,11,12

Similar innumerable governmenti-—directed massacres had taken place in many
areas during the rule of General Ziaur Rahman.

The army forcibly moved the tribal farmers into Forced Resettlement Camps or
Concentration Camps. The government describes them as Model Villages or Joint
Co—operative Farming Projects in order to mislead the world. Such camps have
been estab]%s}ketd at :‘: Balukhali, ,H“ a H:lnn, BiEJc ichari,
Sakrachari, anala, Dhups haroa, Kmﬁ uar, a Heman

: n, Reisa, urungl’l Thanchi, Bmpm, an:i

P i cchaptnlii)e Bagmars
Alikadam. Murder, ati rape, starvation, and lack of medical care are




commonplace in the concentration camps. Life in these camps under the
Bangladesh army is so hgfnfying that when the government decided to set ug
another camp at Ghagra, the tribal people deserted their ancestral homes an
farmlands, and fled to other areas.

Twelve to fifteen thousand tribal people bave been imprisoned without charge
or trial, and subjected to routine torture. Inquiring family members elicit no
response and no legal reco is available to either the prisoners or their families.
The government does not allow anybody to carry essential commodities such as
rice, salt, kerosene, cloth and medicine beyond the district capital, Rangamati. The
local people are not permit to buy more than two kilograms of n((::’dper family
per week. A family has narmally six members and this amount of fi is totally
inadequate for six hﬁople. There is serious shortage of these articles in the district
and most of the ¥eople|suﬁer from lack of food. A special permit is required
to carry medicine. o get such a permit tribal ple must go to government
cenires which are usually miles away from the vimes. On the way, there are
military and police check where the tribal ple are often harassed, tortured
and detained without fi d water. Some of them die during torture. Raping
of tribal women is (:ottunong{lacez and so they dare not go out of their villages. In
effect, the tribal people are being forcibly deprived of medicine and other daily
necessities. As a conse%uence, large numbers of tribal ple are d{ling of malaria
and of other disease. he Bangladeshi regime is adopting every inhuman method

f?.u,gs?fe,rﬂ% 19of the Indigenous Nations of the Chittagong Hill Tract Region.

THE GOVERNMENT OF HOSSAIN MOHAMMAD ERSHAD

|

After the assasination of General Ziqllln' Rahman, the government of President
Abdus Sattar pursued the anti-tribal policy relentlessly, and the present military
regime of Lieutenant—General Hossain Mohammad Ershad is continuing the
enocidal policy more vigorously than his predecessors. On 26 June 1981, the
ngali settlers, under the protection of the Bangladesh army, invaded the tribal
area in the vicinity of Bamraibari, Beltali and Belchari, murdered 500 tribal men
women and children, and occupied their villages and farmlands. Thousands of
tribal p]»;o le fled to the nearby forests and 5,000 of them managed to seek refuge

in the (Ea.n state of Tripura. 20:21:22,23,24,26

!

Hundreds oﬂ houses were looted and burned, and
800 people were murdered ... old men, women
and children.i

rdgntt:g September 1981, the Bangladesh a.rmyi‘ and theAElfalong ngali s(e;ttlers, made
coordinated attacks on 35 tribal villages including elnfanf, , Guranga
Tablcharl, and Barnala in | the Feni Valley. They plundered and burned the
villages, and killed many thousands of men, women and children. The survivin
villagers fled to the Indian %state of Tripura and to the adjacent forests. Abou
9,500 tribal J)eogle died as a vresult of these attacks. 26:27.28,29,80,
81,82,38,84,85,86,87,88,80,40,41,42,48,44,4846 Although the Bangladeshi regime denied that these
refugees were from the Chit%aﬁ:ng il Tract Region, it was forced by international
opinion to repatriate them.| These irsbal people were mel at the border by hostile
angladeshs officials and were given the equivalent of $3.00, and were left to thesr
{ate. Return to their native villages, i3 of course, z'mgossible Jor these refugees
ecause their homes and possessions have been appropristed by Bengali settlers. 1t is
il':anared that many of them qm of starvation and of diseases. Their fate is still not

own.




Or 26 June, 11,26,27 July and 9,10,11 August 1983, the Bangladesh armed
forces and the Bengaii immigrants massacred the tribal le of the v within
Panchari police station, including amonﬁt others, Gol chara, Machyachara,
Tarabancharl, Logang, T B, achyachara, and Jedamachyachara.
Hundreds of houses were logted and burned, and 800 ple were murdered. Most
of the victims were old men, women and children. ter clearing the area of the
tribal peoples, the government settled Bengali families there. 174

In May 1984, the Bengali settlers in com%il(l:ity with the DBangladesh army
-carried out the massacre of the tribal ple of Bhushanchara because they wanted
to grab the tribal farmlands. Hun of unarmed people were murdered, 5,000
tribal people sought refuge in the Indian state of Mizoram, and 10,000 fled to the
nei%hbomrinfa‘il'orests. 49 Again, on 30 June 1984, the Becng‘a,‘li settlers, with the help
of the Bangladesh army, at acked the tribal people of a Harina, Bara
Chedoa, Garjantali, Soguripara, and Maudong. ore than 300 innocent Chakmas
were slaughtered. The captured hill people were divided into three groups — old
and young men, elderly women, and young women. Men and old women were shot
dead. The young women were raped freely, some of them were killed, and some
were converted to Islam hirteen thousand Chakmas soufht refuge in the Indian
state of Mizoram. The regime of General Ershad committed genocide inst the
defenseless people of the Chittagong Hill Tracts, 561 By 1984, over 185, tribal
people died as a result of the Bengali invasion. 52

BENGALI COLONIZATION IN THE WAKE OF TERROR

The process of systematic dispossession of tribal land rights began right from
the beginning of Pakistani rule. At first the Pakistani Government ignored the
special status of the Indigenous Nations in the Chittagong Hill Tract Region, and
later abolished it in 1964 to pave the way for Bengali immigration. In the early
fifties, several hundred Muslim families were settled in Namyachar of the Chengi

alley, and in Longudu of the Kachalong Valley. Then again, in the sixties
hundreds of Bengali families were allowed to settle in Bawrh, Tablchari and
elchari ofthe Feni Valley, in Bandarban of the Sengu Valley, and in Lama,

akbyong chari, and Alikadsm of the Matamuri Valley. During the 1971 war, ﬁfti
thousand Bengalis from the adjacent districts — Chi taﬂmg and Noakhali — too
over tribal farmlands forcibly in the Feni, Sengu and Matamuri Valleys with the
help of the Pakistan army.

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman encouraged more Bengali settlements in the Chittagong
Hill Tracts. In August 1979, General Ziaur ﬁahman embarked on a secret,
three—phased plan to shift Bengali settlers on a large scale through_ state—initiative.
Although the government denies having settled any outsider, Bengalis in the
Chittagong Hill Tract Region, 25,000 families (an estimated 150,000 people) had
been reabilitated by the middle of 1980 (First Phase). %2 ‘

General Ziaur Rahman was assassinated before he finished the Second Phase of
the plan. The present ruler, General Ershad, is carrying out this plan vigorously.
Official secret documents smuggled out of Bangladesh show that another batch of
%,('1!10,00)0 &%gg (an estimated 500,000 people) had been settled by 1981 (Second

ase). v

In 1947, the tribal po

ation accounted for 98 percent in the region, and the
Bengali population form wo percent of the region’s population. The Muslim
Ben%a.ll population had risen to nine percent in 1951, to 11.6 percent in 1974, and
to 39 percent by the middie of 1981. 58

The Third Phase of the Bengali settlement plan, which began in 1982, brought
in another batch of 260,000 Bengalis. 5 It is estimated that the Muslim Bengali
%opulation now forms wei over 50 percent of the total population of the

hittagong Hill Tract Region. The government has provided the settlers with free




transport and rations, plenty of cash and protection. :
Each family has been given five acres of hilly land, four acres of mixed land, and
two and a hall acres of paddy land.

The Chittagong Hill Tracts are hilly and one—third of the district is set aside
as Reserved Forest. Level land suitable for plough cultivation is very scarce. The
Kaptai Dam flooded 40 percent of the district’s agricultural land and the land
shortage in the area became just as acute as in the plain districts of Bangladesh.
It was for this reason that the Government of Pakistan could not rehabilitaie even
18,000 of the total 100, people displaced by the dam. The Chittagong Hill
Tracts are not thinly populated. A study commissioned by Dhaka clearly stated,
as far as its developed resources are concerned, the Hill Tracls is as consirained as
the mosl thickly populated districts of (Bangfadesh) ... the emptiness of the Hill
Tracts, therefore, s a myth.

Where then has the government been settling the Bengalis? Obviously, the
Bangladesh armed forces seiging tribal farmlands by killing the tribal farmers,
by herding them into concentration camps, by sponsoring terrorism against them,
?ov“pushing them out of the|country, and by cheating them for their co—religionists.

During the British period a tribal family could hold 25 acres of land. The
Pakistani regime reduced this quota to 10 acres and the Bangladesh military junta
has reduced it further to 5 acres. This law has never been applied to any parts of
Bangladesh except the Chittagong Hill Tracts Region. On the other hand, the
Muslim Bengalis can hold unlimited land. Even the present Land Reforms
Committee has recommended, fixing of a land holding ceiling for each Bengali family
at 25 to 33 acres. Now the Bangladesh army is compelling the tribal farmers to
surrender all their lands in order to accommodate the Bengah settlers. 62

Almost the entire valleys of the Feni, the Ichamati, the Karnafuli, the Sengu,
the Matamuri, the Chota Harina, and the Bara Harina rivers have already been
occupied forcii)lK bty the ngali invaders. Now, exactly the same situation is
happening to the fertile valleys of the Chengi, the Kac along, and the Mayuni

TIVers.

RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION

The Ba.nﬁ.deshi regime |is persecuting the Indbilgenous Nations of the Chittagong
Hill Tracts Region for their religious beliefs. umerous Buddhist temples have
been looted, desecrated, and desiroyed. Many monks have been detained without
ch or trial and tort . They are often attacked, harassed, and murdered.
On 22 February 1979, the Bangladesh army ransacked the Buddhist temple at
I;uj'u;lgnng, some 20 miles north of Khagrachari. The Bengali soldiers shot at the

dha’s Holy image, broke its head with rifle butts, and then played football with
the head in the courtyard of the temple. Reverend Aniruddha Bhikkhu and
Reverend Rebata Bhikkhu were severely beaten with the result that the former had
suffered a serious head injury and the latter had his right hand broken, On 27
December 1979, Venerable Ajara Bhikkhu and Venerable Bannitananda Bhikkhu of
the Buddhist temple at Thakujyamakalak in the Kachalong Valley were hacked to
death by Bengali soldiers.

During the massacre of 25 March 1980 in Kalampati Union, the Bangladesh
army and the Bengali settlers plundered and destroyed many Buddhist temples, and
murdered many monks. hfa.rliamentary delegation comsisting of Rashed an
Menon, MP; Shajahan Siraj, MP; and the local Member of Parliament Upendra Lal
Tonghapara, Ghotadule, Baspdule, o Tripmsdio] woms i dostroses ant

(7 0 a, an were completely destroyed, an
those Meadmanpnra, para, Range Kashkhalimukhpara, Kaehuklmli,
Chelachara, Roasapara, and Hatirpara were heavily damaged. %8



Be:;%alis broke up the Budﬂha’s statue of the Poa Buddhist temple, and then
played football with the broken pieces. The Anti—Slavery Society of London noted
in its report The Chntafong!H:H Tracts: Militarization, Oppression and the Hill Tribes
(Report no.2, 1984) that the violence was directed particularly at Rriest and
temples. A few Buddhist monks survived miraculously. They were left for dead.
The priests of the Roazapara Buddhist temple, Reverend Pannasara Bhikkbu and
Reverend Wannasara Bhi survived, b ey had their hands broken. Another
survivor, Venerable U Chandra Griya Bhikkhu of the Chaityara% Buddhist Temple
at Kashkhahmukhpara, had his head injured and both bands broken. ®

Bengali soldiers stripped |a Buddhist monk of the temple at Kattali, 70 miles
north—east of Rangamati, |slaughtered a cow on his saffron robes, and then
sprinkled blood on the holy *mage of the Buddha. %

On 11 Awugust 1983, Venerable Bodhi Bhikkhu, the Head Monk of the
Banavihar Buddhist Temple at Jedamachyachara, near Panchari, was beaten
mercilessly. He fled to Agartala in the Tripura State of India as he could not bear
military oppression anymore.

Ulrich Henes wrote in [The Secret War in Bangladesh (International Fellowship
of Reconciliation, Report, October 1980)about the armed Bangladesh occupation of
Buddhist places of worship. | He describe the occupation of the Buddhist temple at
Maischari, some 40 miles north of Rangamati. The Bangladesh armed police
occupied this temple for eight months. hese illegal intrudérs reviled the monks,
sBla‘cli htere(_ithablm on their saffron robes, and smeared the holy image of the

uddha wi .

Bengali settlers plundered and destroyed many
Buddhist temples, and murdered many monks.

The Bangladesh army prevents the people of the Chittagong Hill Tracts from
practicing their own religion. The Buddhist shrine at Chitmarong, 20 miles south
of Rangamati, is the holiest of all places for the Buddhists tribals, and the
Buddhists from every corner of the district have gone there for pilgrimage. The

Bangiadesh army set up a checkpoint on the way to the shrine. Trib ple
going there are asked for id+ntity cards and they are thoroughly searched. omen
are raped. Harassment has increased to such an extent that very few people dare

vigit the temple.

The military junta has made a secret plan to force the Indigenous Nations to
become Muslims. = With the financial help of Saudi Arabia, it has built an Islamic
Preaching Centre, a huge Mpsque, and an Islamic Cultural Centre at Rangamati for
this purpose. The government is also building hundreds of Mosques throughout the
Chjttagolﬁ Hill Tracts Region while it is destroying hundreds of Buddhist temples

u

with equal measures of zealotry. The government has secretly circulted a letter to
~ all mihtar{’ officers, now pying the Chittagong Hill Tracts, encouraging them to
marry tribal girls with a|view to assimilating the indigenous people. As a

consequence, the Bengali soldiers kidnapped thousands of tribal women and forced
them to embrace Islam. number of forcible conversions of tribal men to Islam
have already taken place. i

|
INTERNATIONAL AID SUPPO{RTS GOVERNMENT TERROR
The Bangladesh Government often seeks foreign aid for the economic and social
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development of the the Indigemous Natioms of the Chitiagong Hill Tracts. After
receiving the aid, the military regime uses the money for the military and for the
Bengali settlers, and not forfhe tribal peoples. 6

1. The USAID (United States AFenc for International Development} financed
Kaptai Hydro-electric Dam which flooded tribal lands and only benefitted the

outsider galis.

2 The SIDA (Swedish International Development /t\;genc{) funded the Bangladesh
Forest Development | Project which created jobs for Bengalis and further
encouraged migration to the Chittagong Hill Tracts.

3. The UNICEF (United Nations International Children’s Emergencg Fund) aided
the development of a Drinking Water Supply Project which benefitted only
army camps, Bengali colonies, urban centres and concentration camps.

4 The World Health Organization (WHOQ) organized the Malaria Eradication
Pro;}ect which has been used to serve the armed forces and the Bengali
settiers.

5. The Australian Development Assistance Bureau (ADAB) sponsored the Chengi
Valley Road Building Project which has been used to facilitate army
movement in the hills and to open up the interior to Bengali immigration.

6. The Asian Development Bank (ADB) assisted by supportingethe Livestock and
Ftsgenes Programmes which have directly benefitted the Bengali new comers
only. :

7. The Asian Development Bank financed the Joutha Khamar Projects (Joint
Farming Progects) which are really concentration camps for the tribal farmers
who have been forced to leave their ancestral homes and farmlands to
accommodate the gali invaders.

. The Indigenous Nations of the Chittagong Hill Tracts Region welcome foreign
aid if it is used for their benefit. But, at eJn'esent foreiﬂn aid from international
institutions and countries like Australia, Sweden and the United States of America
is helping the Bengn.lis o and these outsiders are annihilating the indigenous
geople. So the tribal people and various human rights groups have appealed to

onor counfries to stop t

eir aid to Bangladesh. Sweden responded to these
ag,t;gea]s bﬁ' stopping the Forest Develoqment Project on_ the grounds that the
gladesh Government re 0
Australia, similarly

to emp the hill people in the project. 7%

pulled out of the road building project because the road helped
the military and also the ngali settlers to move deep into the tribal homelands.
% Other aid, however, continues to flow into the Bangladesh treasurey.

The indigenous peoples have no say in the affairs of the Chittagong Hill Tracts
Region. The Chittagong Hill Tracts Development Board, which has been operating
since 1975, is not accountable to the tribal leader. % Its tribal members have
never been involved in making decisions, and they are simpge asked to endorse the
decisions taken by the senior military leaders or by other Bengali members. One
of the tribal members, Niharbindu Chakma, protested asainst the Board’s policy
designed to deprive the tri lE)teo Je of the benefit of all development pﬁects. No
action has taken by the authorities to redress his grievances. Instead, he was
arrested without warrant. is fate is stil unknown. The Chairman of Balukhali
Union, Shantimoy Dewan, was also arrested, but he was released on condition that
he would keep his mouth shel. Infact, the indigenous people are never consulted by
the government before any decisions are taken, and they have no opportunity to
appeal to the higher authorities.

The Anti—Slavery Society recommended to the international funding agencies
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and state governments providing development aid for projects in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts that they withdraw support where such projects are against the wishes and
interests of the indigenous ples, and that future projects should be carried
out only afier consultation with representatives of Indigenous Nations.

INDIGENOUS NATIONS' DE DS

The Bangladeshi regime is fundamentally hostile to the Indigenous Nations of
the Chittagong Hill Tracis Region. It does not speak the language of justice,
humanity or tolerance. Moreover, Islamic fundamentalism is growing rapidly in
Bangladesh. In these hostile circumstances the peoples of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts will not survive unless the international community protects them, and also
their homeland from the violent Bengali invasion. In view of the extreme hostility
of the Banﬁladeshi regime, the following measures are deemed absolutely necessary
to ensure t indigenous peoples:

e survival of the
1. Immediate release of all tribal people imprisoned in jails and in detention centres
located in different parts of Bangladesh.

2. immediate removal of all non—tribal settlers from the Chittagong Hill Tracts.

3 immediate withdrawal | of all Bangladesh armed forces, including the non—tribal
police force.

4, Retention of the Chittagong Hill Tracts Regulation of 1900 and constitutional
provisions restricting the amendment of the regulation.

5. Autonomy for the Chittagong Hilf Tracts with its own legislature and recognition
of the hill peoples’ right to self—determination.

6. Deployment of a United Nations peace Keeping force in the Chittagon? Hill Tracts
and implementation the said operations under the auspices of the United

Nations.
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