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 Western Europe their problett
: :_:mam:n.,,:_cn.ﬁn&#aaa

' ficial lahgag

- Writers in Englis} dve rece )
- example of calling these cominunities ‘internal colonies’. As

- the Netherlands, the Basque
. Btitain. They are, for the most

This book describes the' cultural and ‘political situations of
over fifty linguistic minorities in sixteen- States of Western
Europe. By ‘linguistic minority’ i$ meant a community where
a language is spoker which is not the language of the majority
of the State's citizens. The putview has been extended
slightly, however, to include Norway and Luxembourg where
the linguistic circumistances are it some ways exceptional.
Ethnic groups such as the Cornish and Manx, whose
languages are more or less extinet as spoken tongues but con-

tinue to be considered as part of their cultural identities, have

also been included. -
The term

Hrn, Jews and the Ro

ain types of
e ‘The first com:
ose' language, whether it is ac- .
€ at all; is certainly not the of-
French ethnologists like Guy
les ethnies sans état’ ‘and the
alvi’s words, as “le nazioni proibite ",
avé recently begun to foliow the French

Westéth Europé 1

Héravid know this
Ralians; in Sergio

examples ma

e cited the Bretons in France, the Frisians in
n Spain ahd the Welsh in
rt; nations in their own right
ond. their ‘own' territories to ethnic

vhich. do not:look bey
melands élsew

anguages-of this first type can-all be

nust depend ofi the extent to which
onsciousness of being




fungie d'oc
i 6il {oil and oc
Occitanie. as e
‘word Occitanie.

SRR is:speken. Northerners, who speak /s.lang
, are the equivalents of oui), usually vefe
Midi and to Occitans as fes Méridionasx
dates from the end of the thirteenth century butthe region has .
also been known, inaccurately bécause it isionly one province, -
as Languedoc. By today, largely as thé result of the Deixonne
Law of 1951 which. made -it; “official’ and. a growing .
4 - autonomist. moverient,: Occitanie” and- occitan are - well
o established as the mames by which the region and its language

-are known in French., e 2 SN

Tho region; about.ane third metrapoliten France, in-
| - Pyovence. - (Provengat): Litnousin . (Lemosiny; - Auvergnes
2 o H tha), Gascogne ' (Gasconha), - Guyenne. (Guane) and”

Dauphiné (Daufinat)—sbout thirty departments in all, including
the Principality of Monaco but excluding, of course, the northern
Basque Country and the Roussillon and Cerdagne districts of
Catalonia.. The principal towns of Occitanie are Toulouse
(Occitan: Tolosa), Pau, Bordeaux (Bordéu), Limoges
{Lemdtges), Clermont-Ferrand (Clarmont), Nimes, Avignon
(Avinhan), Montpellier (Montpelhiér), Albi, Narbonne [Nar-
bona), Marseille (Marselha), Aix-en-Provence (Ais), Toulon
(Tolon), Carcassonne (Carcassona), Cannes (Canas) and.
Nice (Nica). : A , L
-About fifteen million people live in Occitanie: (Occitan :
. Uccitdnia), a. quarter of France's population. Of these |
~around ten million have. some knowledge of Occitan, “if .
we count also the 5,000 inhabitants of the Val d’Aran (the up-
_per valley of the Garonne) in the Catalan prevince of Lerida,
-and the 200,000 who speak the Occitan dialect of Provencal in
- the Piedmont valleys of [taly. It is estimated that about two
-million people use Occitan in their daily lives. They live for
) the most part in rural areas and all are also able to speak la
langue d'oil, the last monoglot, speakers having died in the
1930s. -So. powerful an. influence have .the French edu-
~-cational and political systems had on the;alder. generation
that many people, when questioned:about. the language they.




o standard -literary form has been universally accepted,

Occitan is still divided, as might be expected over such alarge

territory, between. the northern dialects of Limousin and

Auvergne, those of Languedoc and those of Gascogne: Their -

linguistic differences are complicated by ethnic and historical
factors, so that locdl loyalties have sometimes prevented at-
tempts to rouse the Occitans to concerted action. As Mistral,
their greatest poet, once put it, ‘Occitanie is not a country, it
is an idea’.

Despite this variety, the language and literature of Oc-
citanie have an illusirious history and have made an im-
portant contribution to the eulture of Western Europe. Their
origins are to be traced to those centuries up to the tenth
when, with the triumph of Latin over the language of the
Gauls, especially in their southern tertitories, and with the

Frankish invasions in the north, the phonetic structure of .

Gallo-Roman began to-develop differently until, as carly as
the eleventh century, there emerged two separate languages:
la langue d'oil around the Paris basin, from which modern
French hag devetoped, and /a langue d'oc, another member of
the Romance family, to the south of the Massif Central. The
first poet to write verse in Occitan was Guillaume IX of
Aquitaine ( 1071-1127). For three hundred years the Occitans
maintained an independent civilisation of high sophistication,
_especially in the poetry of the troubadours and their ideals of
courtly love. Through their influence on the Minnesdnger, the
poets of southern France and those of Italy, the troubadours.
were to take Oceitan culture to alj the courts of Europe. The
tale of Tristan and Isolde, although it is of Celtic origin, we
owe to the troubadours of Occitanie, _ :
Defeated and invaded during the Albigencian Crusades of

1209.71, especially by Simon de Montfort, Occitanie lost-its- -

independence and was incorporated into the Kingdom of
France. Simone Weil in her book L'Enracinement (The Need
for Roots)- described the French conquest of the territories
below the Loire as one of the great atrocities of history: ‘These

I P

what they called thei angtiage’
they meant::their' ¢outitry. "The “Frénch: were for . them "

-Occitanie was the history of ity language

“mittistrative uge; “with . the

w299 .
st culture; toleranice, liberty and |
ere’ inspiréd by intense patriotism for -
language’ (langage}. s word by which

foreigners and barbarian, as the German dre tous. In order
to establish their terror, the French began by exterminating
the  whole ‘town. of Béziers ;. -, ~Onee: the  country was
conquered they brought in the Inquisition . .- It can be seen
how strongly those regions hated the central power by the
religious fervour shown at Toulouse towards the remains of
the Duke of Montmorency who had been beheaded for
rebellion by Richelien’, According to-Simone Weil, it was for
the same reasons that the Occitans embraced the Revolution

of 1789 and, later, rallied to the cause of radical socialism

and anti-clericalism just. as the Cathares had resisted the
Inquisition. . L S ‘

‘Under the Third" Republic ‘they. .wete - no longer the
adversaries of -the central Government because to-a large.
extent they were exploiting it for their own ends. As with the
Corsicans, there. is a widespread prejudice among the nor-
thern French -against the: Qccitans, whom they - accuse. of
having grabbed power and influence at the centre. If it is true, -
it has rarely been in the interests of Occitanie that Occitans-
have ruled France; however. Georges Pompidou, the former
Prime Minister of France, who was fond of pointing to his
origins in the Auvergne EE_n..._.om:ﬂ.:m to tackle its problems
by introducing a ‘policy of regionalisation, was.among the
most recent-~but probably not the last<Occitan to hold high
office in Paris. - : o

From the end of the thirteenth ge

m, the history.of .
, d-its culture. In-
deed, it is from this time that the very:name. Occitanie dates,
the region having taken its hame from the language spoken _
there, asif—deprived omwﬁ,.uqmme&Ha»mgmiwrm._msmcwwa was .

its ,a:@..Bmwﬂu....w_ﬁm,“‘.Egaqﬁ;_uo.. three centuries more the

language survived 'both in the Jocs Floraux, founded in
Toulouse in 1323, and among the common people. But in
1539 it was baritied by the Edict of Villers-Cotteréts from ad- -

_ result that many QOccitans such

8 Brantdne,;Montaigne, . La- Boetie, and Montesquicu,
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«chose to write in the official northern form -of French.
Thus began an intellectual tradition which continued with
Fénélon, De Sade. Pascal, Emile Zola, Alphonse Daudet,
Francis Jammes and, in our day, with the writers Pierre Em-
nianuel, Jacques Reverdy, Francois Mauriac, Auguste Comte,
Jean Giono, Antoine de Saint Exupéry, Teilhard de Char-
din, André Chamson, Jean Giraudoux, Paul Valéry, Francis
Ponge and René Char~these are a few of the many writers
born in Occitanie and with some knowledge of its language
but not enough education in it to use it for their literary work.

There followed a period of decline and decadence in Oc-
citan literature and, under Louis XTIV, an ineviiable reaction
against the language and its culture which continued during
the Revolution of 1789 and afterwirds. The Occitan
language, once the vehicle of the most esteemed culture in

Western Europe, was condemned as a patois, . a tegional

dialect, a vulgar and provincial speech which hampered the
new . revolutionary ideals of centralisation and  French
Nationalism. Yet, despite systematic discrimination at all

levels, and mainly because education was not obligatory, the

majority of the common peopie remained ‘Occitan-speaking
up to the middle of the nineteenth century. The language sur-
vived, and long enough to benefit from the Romanticism
which, throughout Europe, saw merit in the Middle Ages,

and admired all things picturesque such as ruins and. ver-
naculars. Occitanie's past was ‘discovered’ through the work"

of writers like' Augustin Thierry and Mary-Lafen; who wrote:
the first histéry of Occitanie in 1842. The Occitan language
was now about to enter its second great period. ;

The poet Frédéric Mistral (1830-1914) was the man mainly
responsible for the renaissance. At the age of twenty-one he

decided that his aim as a writer would be ‘to revive the

historical sense of my people by writing in Provengal’. Around

him gathered a group of young writers with similar ambitions

incloding the six other founding members Joseph

Roumanille. Théodore Aubanel, Anselme Mathieu, Jean Bru-
net, Alphonse Tavan and Paul Giera. On 25 May 1854 they
founded the movement known as the Félibrige, Their in--
tention, in the first place, was to create a standard, unified -
language based on the Provencal dialect ‘which they spoks; :

B e R SN

- soon became clear thit the
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and then to write in it. The pioneer in this respect was the
Abbé Joseph Roux of Limousin who wrote the first Oceitan
poems in & unified orthography based on-etymological prin-
ciples; he was followed by Prosper Estieu and Antonin Per-
bosc. Saluted by Lamartine as ‘the new Homer’, Mistral's

-contribution to European literature was recognised in 1904 .

when he won the Nobel Prize for his poem Miréio (1851).

The . Félibrige was aiso- intended to: be  a political -
organisation. Amorg its earliest members was the socialist
Jean laurés who later became the first leading politician in
France to call for the teaching of Occitan and other ‘regional
languages’ in the Republic’s schools.. Another member was

Charles - Maurras who  was responsible - for drafting ' the .

movement's manifesto, in 1892, demanding cultural and -

‘political autonomy for Occitanie and Brittany .in a federal

France. The tegionalist programme set out in this manifesto,
however, proved too much for some members of the Félibrige;
especially those - whose “interests were  only - linguistic and
literary, From ‘this moment on the movement and its founder
became increasingly passéiste, and reactionary, out of touch
and sympathy with the virile oral and popular tradition of Oc-
citanie and soon acquiescing in’ the spread of tourism and
folk-lore throughout the region. Above alt they refused to take
a political lead in the growing econormic crisis and even suf:
fered the Third Republic's suppression of the ‘patois .. Havifig
failed to awnken the Oceitan conscience in his: own way,
Mistral became a monarchist and a French nationalist and

"moved to the right, decrying in his elegy for Lamartine Jes -

chiens enragés de: la démocratie’ (the angry dogs of
demiocracy). While ordinary people moved more and more to
the left between 1848 and 1914, the Félibrige fell under the
influence of Maurras. During the controversy which followed,
Maurras left the movement, although still claiming allegiance
to [a petite patrie, to found a new party, the royalist and right-
wing Action Francaise. Itt 1907 Mistral joined him and Maurice.
Barrés in its ranks, but their proposai for a popular front of -

all the autonomiist parties in France was never pursued.
~ The Félibrige continued s a‘cultural ‘and linguistic organis-
ation but even in this funetion it ran irito serious difficulties. For it
‘ hé teform: intended for the Provengal
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dialect, with a view to elevating it to the status of a language

for the whole of Occitanie, was not acceptable to those of its

members who spoke the numerous other dialects,

The Félibrige, however, survived the-death of its founder and
most eminent member. It still has sections ﬁ:_.ocm:oi Occitanie
and is organised in a Consistoire comprising fifty life-
members elected by ordinary members for their literary work
or contribution to Occitan studies and under the presidency
of a Capoulié. Among its activities are the award to its mem-
bers of titles such as Méstre en Gai Sabé, Méstre d’Obro
to activists and Soci to friends of the Occitan _mzmsmmo
in various parts of the world. But by today, except in
matters of scholarship and esoteric ritual, the Félibrige has
lost much of its authority and its former glory has been eclip-
-sed by more militant organisations. The schism within the
Félibrige ended in a total break in 1919 and the formation of
a group calling itself Escola Occitana. The aim of this new

group was to employ all the dialects of Occitan in the’ creation
of a new, synthetic literary form based on the cw»romnmug of -

the troubadours.

D::sm the German ooozvm:on of France under the Sarw
régime, the Occitan movement was for the most part in sup-
port of Pétain. Many of the regionalist magazines carried
articles and reviews which praised French national-
ism, even in defeat, some changing their titles to reflect
their new function. Only a small group of writers, in-
cluding Aragon, Eluard, Simone Weil and René Nelli, met to
discuss the ‘older democratic tradition of Occitanie. On the
defeat of Hitler and the liberation of France, both camps were
persecuted, the followers of Maurras and those of De Gaulle
who favoured regionalist'solutions for France after the War.

1In 1945 the Societé d'Etudes Occitanes, founded fifteen .

years previously, became the Institur d'Estudis Qceitans i

der the leadership of Jean Cassou. Among its early Enawm_.m,..

were Max Rouguette, René Nelli-and Tristan Tzara who zna
formulated new regionalist principles for Occitanie, : in

Cahiers du -Sud, during the War, and ‘who --now. _uwmwn
publishing an important Em@mﬁ:a entitled Oc.- The 1. 0.E.
did much valuable work in the linguistic field, publishitg a

large number of texts, dictionaries and m_.uBEE.a. It: amo :

i
{

“Under the Seconc mBE
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gave a new direction to z..a Onn:,.»a Bo...maai 3 mannm_nm the
Félibrige - of _u_.osn,.em:ma. -conservatism, - clericalism,
folklore,  defeatism  and ‘of -associating - the cause of the
:Emcmwm with:the cuit of Mistral and reactionary politics. On
the  other hand, the Félibrige  denounced the LO.E. as.
Marxist- and revolutionary.! What 'is clear i that-up to 1962
the Occitan movement cofisisted mainly of poets and novelists.
with little political experience or ambitions and, it sometimes
appeared, who were more interested in internecine ideological
feuds than intaking practical steps in the cause of the Occitan
language and its culture, Nevertheless, the post-war years

~were not without their fruits for it is to this period that the

beginning of regionalist ideas in Occitani c.ﬂ be traced. .
The renaissance of Occitan’ poetty has: continued with the
_ucv:on;.oz o* »ra éo_.w ou voﬁm _:6 So m._wgn:nﬁm (born

Orie of the ?.oEmBm eEnr these 2,_.:9.,4, have had to face is

the tradition of- Em:&_ca&a:% in which Occitan has often
been used for comic purposes. Ever since Daudet and his Tar-
tarin, z:.ozm: Marcel - Pagnol’s Topaze (1928) and Fer-
nandel, the Occitans have béen considered by Northerners as
lazy, untrustworthy, cowardly, garrulous, boastful and
emotional, usually caricatured as wearing the wide-brimmed
hat and loosely-tied bow popularised by Mistral and the
Republican students of 1848. This misrepresentation of /e
type du Midi has also been based on various Occitans such as
Edouard Daladier and Paul Reynaud, who have held high
political office, and on Philippe Pétain who, although a
Northerner, . was-a -disciple of Mistral's, was advised by

" Maurtas and headed the no_wm_uo_.nao:;» <53 régime aE.Em

:..m Second World Wat. .
Meanwhile; thi: decline;in the’ gﬂﬁﬁﬁ life of Occitanie

ﬁmm continued geﬂgwnaa lty regarded throughout
:. ?2 ‘the.region has been
j : aang mé:

éﬁ sammuam de
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especially in the vineyards on which the economy _a%on%,. In
1907, faced with the likelihood of being ruined, the wine-
growers revolted and Languedoc was put under military con-
trol by Clemenceau. During the crisis the Félibrige was asked
to support the workers by their leader Ernest Ferroul, a for-
mer Communard, but Mistral—by now far to the
right—refused and the rising came to an end E:: :o:::m
gained for Occitans.

Occitanie’s economic .v_,c_u_m—:m are familiar ,o:ocwr to
anyone acquainted with the peripheral areas of  France:
foreign capital is invested in industry which is already

near g:wEEnw. depression and n_oms_.mu‘_,*o:os_ -the .

local population is forced to leave,. companies. go- into
liquidation and are replaced by military sites and arsenals
which are controlled from Paris. As a result, ‘regional -en-
terprise and local capital have almost completely disappeared
and many areas of Occitanie are completely deserted. The

. process of ‘interior colonisation’ is exacerbated by tourism

and, in particular, by the existence of innumerable *holiday.
homes’ in all parts of the region. Like most other minorities in

Western- Europe, the Occitans aré of the opittion: that
tourism, as it is administered by the centralist, amv:n__ma_
State, is among the most pernicious influence on the region’s -

economy and culture and on the personality of its people. The
Céte d’Argent, for example, has been developed by vﬁormmn
of land at low prices, the exclusion of regional companies, the
clearing out of the local population or their employment in ‘the
seasonal trade at the most.menial level, followed by massive
immigration by wealthy families from Italy, OQBE& and the
Netherlands. The continuing crisis in the wine- growing in-
dustry has led to many strikes and other disturbances during
the last ten years, so that the growing cultural consciousnéss

of Occitanie has been reinforced by workers who, although

more concerned with wages, conditions and subventions, have
made common cause with the Occitan movement.. SEE the
Basques and the Catalans, the OQccitan autonomists - are-
among the minorities who have succeeded most ih: uniting
proletariat and middle-class in their opposttion to the State.

It is little wonder that, during the last. *_xom: wamnm Ea& .,

S Y S YIS SRV S

1,217 An oo_.n:p: Sumther n:oo_ is E,.E w:::m:« at Zoi
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" has been a crisis.in zﬁ _uo_:_nm_ EE 8:::._ ¢conscience of Oc-

citanie. On the cuttural _u_a:o there has clearly been a m_.os_sm
awareness of the need. fori the: *omn_::m :of Ogcitan -in- the

‘schools and colleges and, among the young;:a new interest in

. But Occitan is-
mﬁ.& subject for

me..\.ur.a._m num-
bers of vmo_uﬁm o:oom_sm 3 Sr z.ﬁ oral exatination in Occitan -

were as’ follows:: Aix' 457, mﬁmn 03 ferimont 160,

the Sm_on s Em.SJ.. _snmasmm Ea En_.mE

- B
=3
3
0
o
m
W
fc?r

pellier and Villeneiive:sur-Lot, with the aim of developing the
latiguage " in.:sciencey: ‘technology. aiid -education, and' of
teaching  the : Ewﬁo_.w. iterature -and music -of -Occitanie; a
Festival d'Oc 'i$"also held. annually as part of the Festival
d’Avignon. - But the: language has not yet been accorded of-

ficial recognition of any kind.. There has béen too a vigorous

‘revival in Occitan poetry and monmt;z.o singers Claude Mar-

" ty, Mans de-Breish and Patric have played a leading role

‘here—with ‘the _ucc__omzos of ‘maty m:?c_om:wm and records
by .,En: noBﬂmEmm as SSS&QQ :

mn:ﬁm_ mmoag@ owes
_::::m vo_ozm d in. his. tim eto the nz.ca m‘snxﬂna.m. moBa of
ropetly ».mms.doa as’ comcm_

Hrm
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such as Pierre Maclouf, editor of Lu Lugar, and former mem-
bers of Languedoc and Auvergne Combat. -The  party

has not yet taken part in elections and has only a few dozen

members; their activities are said to be confined. to painting

slogans on walls (a contribution ' taken. seriously . for . its-

propaganda vahie in  Occitanie) and to making press
statements on various aspects of the region’s situation. It was
most in the news from 1959 up to the strikes in the mines at
Décazeville in 1962 But by 1974 it had not developed beyond
the status of being ‘groupusculaire’. Although it has attracted
much- attention to the Occitan problem the P.N.Q.. and its

leader are mistrusted by most other groups, especially those.
on the left. A characteristic of almost all accounts by Occitan
writers of the situation in Occitanie is that they attack with

the most ferocious am&om_am_ bitterness not o:_w the P.N.O.
but all other groups in the spectrum of opinion throughout
the region. A recent book by Robert Lafont, La Revendication

Occitane (1975) appears to be among the most Smmosmc_n, _ﬁ

engagés, assessments to be published so far. -~ - .

More worthy of serious crusideration is the _.Ee<§a5_,
known as Comitat Occitan d'Estudis e d'Accion {Occitan
Committee for Study and >nso3. This group, which includes .
all the most important figures in the Occitan movement,

bases its activities on the principles of socialism, regionalism

and support for Oceitan culture in all its manifestations.:Its -

director, who was formerly president of I.O:E; is ‘the

distinguished philologist and author Robert Lafont whose
contribution to the progress of _.mm_osm:ﬂ and ethnie-political
:::w:.m in France: wmm been of major importance. The term -

‘colonialisme intérieur’, which has gained widespread curren-
¢y in France, was first popularised in a manifesto m_mnoa by

Lafont and uthers in December 1961. The C.0.E.A. ¢o-
ordinates the work of a large number of its ‘branches in .
association with local trade union councils and agricultutal -
co-operatives. In 1968 it took part in.the Sorbonne conference .

with Jeunesse Etudiante Bretonne and the Front Régionaliste

Corse, of which the Comité pour la Révolution Socialiste des

Regions (Committee for the Socialist Revolution in‘ the

Regions) was formed. From its formation the C.O.E.A. _:_m,

demanded the m_.._o:za: of 5@ &mﬁuz’mim&?_g m:

e ] i e 7 ettt i

- ministrative. unit; wor
_ the _maa__o_. E__ Ea 955.53 ga 5 E.mmzon & three

a7
ﬁaaonm for

.53 .5, n_? E.om_.waﬂe
§ acnmﬁ? Zoiw nuﬁg-m and the 22-_
iﬂ_ﬁu have its own

o >,mmo§c_,<. T he organ.of C. 0 E.A. is the: magazine Viura (To

Live): Many of its members are involved in the organisation
of folk-coricerts and i in street theatre which; since 1970, have:

 enjoyed: tremeéndous success in. the villages of the region. In
1971 the C.O:E:A. was taken over by a small revolutionary

group known mm ‘Lutte Occitane whose main aim is to create in
Occitanie .an:-autonomous ?.Eo: based.on working-class

-solidarity E ﬁ:or the vaoﬁmo will da able *o _.ms__mo Em:.

ﬁmma am E_En

s Em: :sa_:ac:m .< m_.oc_u aims to.




~of the movement and the polemical nature of the debate

autonomists, the federalists, the “nationalists: and -'the

troduce a greater measure of devolution: into’ the goversamen
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liquidating a national minority, especially its working-class:
and that this situation calls for a regionalist rather than a

nationalist ideology, making common cause with the working
classes of the regions of France. The movement’s aims are’
therefore defined as those of the class-struggle led by Occitan

workers against both capitalist and national exploitation; it

¥

secks to win for the Occitan working-class the right to live-and

work in'its own districts and the power to resist “intérior .
colonialism’ by which is understood the pillage of the region’s"
material and human. resources. “The question’, its manifésto.
states, ‘is therefore not ‘one of Qccitan nationalism or of
European federalism or of regionalism, but the destruction
of the French capitalist State: the role of the popular Occitan
movement in this destruction is . . . the abolition of the im-
perialist system by the Internationale of the proletariats and
oppressed peoples’. That such declarations are not only yoith-
ful rhetoric is suggested by the fact that Lutte Occitane has
won a wide measure of active support during the last five years
and by now has become the flame-bearer of the Occitah
movement. It was this organisation which led the famous .-
campaign in 1971-2 against the use for military purposes of -
agricultural areas around Larzac. Its newspaper ‘Que Faire
sells 8,000 copies monthly and it is attracting members all
over Occitanie, from the .0.E. and other left-wing groups
such as the P.S.U., the S.F.1.0. and the P.C.F; Whether it
can unite the Occitan movement, and the other groupuscules
such as the Parti Socialiste Occitan founded it 1967, the
Fédération Anarchiste Communiste d'Qccitanic (F.A:C. 0.)
founded in 1969 and Péble d'Oc, remains to-be seen biit such
a rapprochement seems most unlikely, given the polarisation

'TH NS OF ROUSSILLON

Like the Basques, their counterparts in the Western Pyrénées,

the Catalans are to.be found on both sides of the frontier bet-
~.ween the French and Spanish States, u ore numerous

.. south where; in the I {alunya, they num-
million:* There are
ns o the northern side of the

ce, T I the districts of
tient ‘of Pyréndes
erpinyd) is the |

catald, HE.m g6, A
- is -also ‘spokett: it thi

22,000) wher

It is more probable that; while the On,w:g._ammgnmﬁa um,_ |

revolutionaries continue to argue and thus to make their con~
tribution -to public discussion- of the Occitan problem; the
major French political parties—which : the ‘majerity &
people still support—will ‘be - persuaded, of obliged;

of France. That they have rrefused to do so up to the present
says more about the Republic's Jacobin tradition than ‘about
the demands made upon it by the Occitans. .~~~ - .
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dependence, H:.m__»im.,& Hywel Dda, a tenth century prince,
were administered in the courts and Welsh, with Latin, was

the language used: From thése laws it is clear that the status
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this did not happen: Finns and Swedes had become so in-"

‘termingled o<n_.ﬂ__§m__nm:¢=_.am that, in: the end, the Swedish-

speakers decided that they too belonged to the Finnish nation.
United in their resistance to Russia; the Finns might be
divided over the langiage question but :6_.@ in no doubt, in
the end, that they were all Finns.

“Although the linguistic strife 8::::& with varying in-
tensity, from 1880 up to the Second World War, it was never a
major problem. The liberalisation of economic and social life

" brought rapid changes and by the turn of the century the Fin-.

nish-speaking educated classés: outnumbered the educated

“ Swedes. Many families® were: bilingual, ‘with linguistically

mixed marriages having little effect on the namber who spoke
Swedish at this time. One great advantage of the new modus.
vivendi was that the educational tradition—Finnish in content
but Swedish in language—-c¢ould be shared by both groups so
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THE NORTH FRISIANS -~ = |

The North Frisians live in the Land of Schleswig-Holstein, ¢
the coastal strip between the rivers Eider in the south and the
Wiedau in the north. They also inhabit the adjacent islands of
Féhr, Amrum, Sylt, Norstrand, Pellworm, the teti. islands

which form the Halligen group, and the island-of Helgotan-i .

This area of about 800 square miles corresponds to the a
ministrative units of Eiderstedt, Husum and Siidtortidern
amalgamated in 1970 and now known as the Kreis:of Nord-

6% of Schleswig Holstein’s, and 13% of its area.- . |-

Jriesland. It had a total population of 154,302 mn.u_wwo. nvo&,.

Although about 60,000 inhabitants of North Friesland con-
sider themselves to be of Frisian origin, only about 10,000 still

have a knowledge of the language. They speak dialects which
belong with West and East Frisian to the Anglo-Frisian

branch of the West Germanic langunages but which ‘are unin-"

telligible, outside their own communities, to ail but & few

educated speakers of West Frisian, the language spoken in
the province of the Netherlands. Unlike the language of West -
Friesland, the North Frisian dialects have no clearly defined -

and officially recognised standard forms, so that the Frisians
who live on the islands usually have to converse with those on
the mainiand in Low Saxon. Their numbers are dwindling
rapidly. On the island of Sylt, for example, where 150 years
ago the entire population spoke Frisian, only one third spoke
it in 1927 and no more than a thousand out of 25,000 in 1970.

Little is known about the early history of the North Frisians
except that the first settlers arrived peacefully. between the
eighth and eleventh centuries. In 1362 they were followed by
others after storms had submerged the marshy areas of the
North Sea to the south. On the ‘dry jslands’ (German:
Geestinseln) of Fohr, Amrum and Sylt they met a very sparse
population of Jutes, with whom they mixed. Although sub-
jects of the Kings of Denmark and later of the Dukes of
Schleswig, the Frisians kept their own laws based .on Jyske
Lov, the Jute Law-books, throughout the Middle Ages. But
their attempts to win independence—they had won a battle at
Oldenswort in 1252—were thwarted
Langsundtoft in 1344.

after their defeat at

.—.Im NORTH _u_w_m_PZ _MFPZUW ,

vaemiianw Southern boundary. of Denmerk m_:,nw._,muo ,

T emmninieiine Notthern boundary of Schieswig 1864-1920
. emmes Boundaries of Schieswig before 1884
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Waterford (Port Ldirge} and Meath (M{). The total
population of the Gaeltacht in 1971 was 66,840, of whom "
54,940 were Irish-speakers. Excluding the 500 Irish-

speakers enumerated in Meath by the 1971 Census (because

figures for this area were not available in 1961), this total
shows a decrease of 9,335 (3-3%) in the Irish-speaking
population of the Gaeltacht between 1961 and 1971; During

the same decade the number of non-Irish speakets in¢reased

from 9,986 to 11,042. g T
The Gaeltacht, now reduced to" small, peripheral,
poor and isolated communities in the far west of the
country, are the last vestiges of a time, twelve centuries
ago, when Irish (Gaeilge) was the language of the whole of
Ireland and when all Irishmen were Gaels, ,
There is no agreement among scholars about the precise
date at which the Irish language, or Gacelic, arrived in Ireland
but recent archaeological surveys suggest that the first Irish
historians, writing in the eighth century, were fairly accurate
in their belief that the coming of the Gaels, a Celtic people,
took place in the same period as the conquests of Alexander
the Greatin 331 B.C. They found another Celtic culture known

as the Ivernic, already there, but brought their own oral .

traditions and Janguage. The word ‘Celtic’ in this context is
only a linguistic term, of course, referring to that Indo-

European family of languages which spread over Europe and

parts of Asia during the two thousand years before Christ. It
is therefore known that many different ethnic strains must
have been 'amalgamated in the solidly Irish-speaking
population which existed in Ireland when written records
began in the fifth century A.D, and when the Latin
alphabet was introduced with Christianity. Up to then the
Irish had developed an alphabet of their own, the Oghami

script, which was written mainly on stone. As most of these in-

scriptions consist mostly of proper names in the genitive case

they are of little historical value, although they reveal a cef- -

tain amount about the language used. These forms are to-

later Irish what Latin is to French and belong to a ‘period
before the arrival of Christian missionaries but-also to one
when Latin grammar had reached as far as Ireland. They -
were abandoned in the seventh century, together with -

FRUSSt

e
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[ More ‘recently the Catalan’ Q::o?mﬁ O:E Sobiela-
“ Caanitz has suggested in Le Peuple Piedmontais that the area
in which the Gallo-Italic dialects.are spoken should be given
t the name Médiolanie in tecognition of the distinct ethnic
1K i character of its inhabitants, and after the Latin name for
R Milan, -Medidlanum:, The name’ Médiolanie has been ac-
o ; . cepted by several’ ﬁsao_owaﬁ._: Italy and France, including
'Guy Héraud, Of hisgroup, while:Lombards, Emilians and -
- Ligurians: hay nnu_,nmmen_ their ‘cultural: identities. ::.o:m:
it * Italian; - ;
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