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NEWS RELEASE

For Immediate Release

DATE:	 27 November 2014						Contact: Dr. Rudolph Ryser
Telephone:  360-450-5183





Alyssa Macy Appointed CWIS Fellow

Alyssa Macy has been appointed to the post of Fellow for International Policy under the Center for World Indigenous Studies Forum for Global Relations program. She is a resident of the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs Reservation (home to Wasco, Tenino and Paiute) at Warm Springs.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Dr. Ryser stated as he appoint Ms. Macy on behalf of the CWIS Board of Directors:

“…it is my pleasure to inform you of a three-year appointment …. Your professional experience and background in the fields of communications, social media marketing, and international indigenous policy development … have prepared you to assume the functions of a Fellow at the Center for World Indigenous Studies.

Dr. Ryser continued describing some of Ms. Macy’s key assignments including: “…the development, source funding and conduct of a field project tentatively entitled “Community Indigenous Rights Action” and “… function within the Center’s Education Program under the Graduate Certificate Program as a member of the faculty designing and developing online courses you will teach through the CWIS WEB Conferences and digital course room.”

Ms. Macy will also write articles and essays, direct video productions, and present her opinions and knowledge in public speeches and media interviews throughout her appointment. Her professional background and career is extensive.

As Head of Indigenous Communications, LLC since 2004, Ms. Macy served as the press contact and Spokesperson, and managed communications and press relations for the Indigenous Global Coordinating Group (IGCG) as it coordinated indigenous peoples’ preparations for the United Nations World Conference on Indigenous Peoples. She managed translation services for multilingual Internet communications; and organized funding support throughout the several years of preparations for the World Conference in September 2014.

Ms. Macy’s focus as the CWIS Fellow for International Policy will be on the development and conduct of a Forum for Global Exchange program 

In addition to the IGCG Ms. Macy served as the communications coordinator for the International Indian Treaty Council, KWSO 91.9 FM, and Buffalo Nickel Creative. She managed logistics and site organization for international events such as the UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples visit the Rosebud Indian Reservation and other United Nations figures meeting at the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, the Native Nations United for Change policy forum at the 2008 National Democratic Convention.  Macy’s extensive communications and policy experience extends to early years as the Project Director and Trainer of NVison, a media project focusing on empowering American Indian youth through the use of media.

Ms. Macy has served the Native Arts and Cultures Foundation of Vancouver, Washington for two years. She has served in various capacities as a liaison between government agencies, organizations and American Indian governments and communities as well.

Macy has been appointed to several Fellowships during her career. She was honored as a Fellow at the University of Minnesota Human Rights Center, Wilder Research Center, the Mark O. Hatfield Fellowship with the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde/American Political Science Association Congressional Fellowship; and the Public and International Affairs Fellowship at Princeton University.

She is a recipient of awards from the Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, the McEvoy Award for Public Engagement and Leadership, the Outstanding Leadership Award at Arizona State University and the Community Service Award at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.

She has authored or co-authored numerous publications including, “Using the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racism and Discrimination” (2013), and “Holding the United States accountable for racism and racial discrimination in the United States and around the world” (2007). She is a researcher in public policy and public opinion examining the effects of the US government’s Public Law 638, the American Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act in Indian Country, the effectiveness of Indian education programs lowering dropout rates and the role of “Women of the American Indian Movement (AIM). 
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